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2 THEPREFACE. 

Many other pieces both in profe and 
verfe, which had been written between the 
years 1 69 1 , and 1727, were then colUSled 
andpublijhedby theDeaninconjunSiiwwitb 
Mr. Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Gay, 
under the title of Mifcellanies * j of all tbtje 
pieces y though they were intended to go dcnm 
topoflerity together "f, the dean was not the 
author y as appeared by the title pages y but 
they continued undifiinguijbed till 1 742, 
and then Mr. Pope, having new claffed 
thenty afcribed each performance afnong the 
profe to its particular author in a table of 
content Sy but of the verfes he difiinguifhed 
only the Deansy by marking the refl with 
an aflerifi. 

In the year 1 735> the pieces of which 
the Dean was the author y were fdeEied from 
the mifceUany^ and with Gulliver** Travels^ 
the Ehapler^s LetterSyandfome other pieces 
which were written upon particular occa^ 
fans in Ireland, were puhlifhed by G^qi^ 
Falkener, at Dublin, in four volumes ; 
to thefe he afterwards added a fifth and a 

*Seethepre(^etoVol.IIl. and my name (hall ftand link- 

igned by the Pcao and Mr. cd tVicnds to pofierity both * « 

Fope. Tcrfe and profe. 

t At att adrtntwc* y otm Fft to iveiji Mar. 23,' ^ 

y 3 
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Juetbi containing the Examiners, polite 
Cao^er&tton, andjbme other traSis^ which 
yeere fam foWmed by a /event h volume of 
Utterly and an eighth of poftbumous pieces* 

In this aUeSion^ although printed in 
Irdand^ the traSs relating to that count ry^ 
andin particular the Drapier's Letters, are 
thrown together in great confufum^ and the 
Tak of a Tub, the Battle of the Books^ 
and the Fiagmcnt, are not included. 

In the edition which is new offered to the 

fubUchy /ie Tale of a Tub, of which the 

DeanscorreBionsfufficiently prove him to 

have been the author, the Battle of the 

Booka^ and the Fragment, make thefirfi 

volume ; thefecond is Gulliver's Travels ; 

the MiifHlanies wiU be found in the third, 

fourth, fifths and fixth ; and the contents 

of the other volumes are divided into two 

clajfes,as relating to En^and or Ireland ; ai 

to the arrangement of particular pieces in 

each clafs^ there were only three things that 

feemed to deferve attention, or that could 

direB the choice ; that the verfe and profe 

Jbouldbe kept fepar ate ; that the pojlhumyus 

and doubtful pieces fhouldnot be mingled 

with thofe which the Dean is known to have 

A H pub-- 
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publiped hifnfelf\ atid that thofe traSti 
which are. parts of ji regular feries, and 
illttfiratk^elKb other ^ Jhould be ranged in 
Juc0^jfton:ivitbout the intervention of other 
matter : Such are the Drapier's Letters^ 
and fome other papers publifbed upon the. 
fame occafon^ which have not only in the 
Irifti editiony but in every other ^ beenfo 
mixed as to mifreprefent fome faSis and 
obfcure others : Such alfoare the traSis on 
the Sacramental Teft, which arehowfirfl 
put together in regular order, as theyfbould 
alwAysbe ready by thofe who would fee their 
whole fir ength and propriety. 
'• j4s to the pieces which have no connexion 
with each other , fome have thought that the 
ferious and the comic Jhould have been put 
infeparate clajfes ; but this is not the me- 
thod which was taken by the Dean himfelf 
or by Mr. Pope when they publiped the 
piifcellanyy in which the tranfition 
From grave tjo gay, from lively to (evere, 
appears frequently to be the effeSi rather 
of choice than accident *. Honcvcry as the 

•Our mifcellany is now look like friends fide Vy fidf, 
quite printed, lam prodigi- fa itus znd tmrry by t-jriu — 
oufty pleafed with this joint divcrtir-: others juft as wcul- 
volume in which mcthinks we vcited ruifclvcs. 

Ltticr of P*/« to ^w/r, M^uh F, ! - ? ' - 
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Teader will have the whole in bis poffejfwny 
hemay perfue either the grave or the gay 
with very little trouble^ arid without lofing 
aiy pleafure or intelligence which he would 
have gained from a different arrangement. 
Ammg the.mifcellaniei is the bifiory of 
John Bull) a political allegory^ which is now 
farther opened by afhort narrative of the 
foBs upon whicjj it isfounded;,wbetherfup^ 
pofititious jitr-truey at. the foot of the page. 
lie notes which have been publifhed with 
former editions have for the mofi part.been 
retained^ becaufe they werefuppofedto hcpue 
been written ^ if. not by the- Dean ^ yet by 
fome. friend who knew his particular view 
in thepaffage they were- intended to illaf- 
trate^ or the truth of the fd£i. which they 
jfiffertfd'y howevery this has fince' appeared 
not always to have been the cafe\ for there 
is not the leafl reafon to believe that Stella 
was r^ted to Sir William Temple, or 
that be was vijited by King William at 
Moor Park, although both thefefaBs are 
afferted, one in a note on the letter to Lord 
Palmerfton, Vol. XII. p. 200^ the other 
in a note on a letter to Dr^ Shmdan, 
Vol. XIL p, 227. 

A J Tie. 
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7%e notes which have been added to thfx 
fditton contain^ among other things, an 
biftory of the author's works, which wmid 
have made a confiderable fart of bis 
life\ but as the occafion on which parti- 
cular pieces were written, and the events 
which they produced, could not be related 
in aferies, without frequent references and 
quotations, it was thought more eligible to 
put them together ; in the text innumera-s 
^lepajfages have been reflored, which were 
evidently corrupt in every other edition, 
whether printed in England or Ireland. 

Among the notes will be found fome re^ 
marks on thofe of another writer, for which 
no apology can be thought necejfary, if it 
^e confidered that the fame a£i isjuflice if 
thefubjeB is a criminal, which would have 
^n murder if executed on the innocent. 

LordOnery has beenfo far from aSling 
Upon the principle on which Mr, Pope 
framed this petition in his univerfal prayer,^ 

Teach me 

To hide the faults \fee. 

fhat where he has not found the appearance 
' a faulty he has laboured hard to make 
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one, an inftance of which 'wili be fouTid 
in hk remark upon a maxim of Cadenus 
/vVaneflk: 

That Virtue pleas'd b^ being fhown. 
Knows nothing which it dares not own. 

He taught her, fays his lord/bip, that vice 
asfoon as it defied fhame, was immediately 
changed into virtue', but the mofl obvious 
and natural meaning is juft contrary. 7%at 
we defire to conceal no a£i which upon re- 
fleSHon we do not dif caver to be vicious, be- 
caufe virtue is pleafed in proportion as it is 
dif played; and indeed tbefe verfes could 
not befuppofed an apology for lewdnefs, if 
his lordftnp believed bis own ajfertion, that 
the dean was, *' Not to befwayedby de- 
" liberate euiiy 

LordOncry has alfofuppofed the dean 
himfdfto have been the editor of at leajl 
fix volumes of the ln(h. edition of his works, 
but the contrary will incontefiably appear 
upon a compartfon of that edition with this, 
as well by thofe parages, which were altered 
under colour of correSlion, as by thofe in 
which accural imperfeSlions werefuffer- 
ed to remain. Of tbefe paffages the fol- 
A 4 hiiing 



8 THE PREFACE. 

lowing arefeleSted'from GuUiver^V Travel, 
bec<mfe the correSiion of this part, of th^ 
work^ efpecially with refpeSi to dates and 
numbers^ is hoajied in an advertifement 
prefixed^ and becaufe being divided into 
chapters, the places referred to will be 
piore eajily found* ' 

In the following fentence^ they have, 
is fubflituted fQr he hath: 

** Whoever makes ill returns to his 

" benefaSior, mujl needs be a common 

" enemy to the refi of mankinds from whom 

^' THEY HAVE received no obligations.^* 

Voyage to LiUiput^ Chap. VI. 

Ihe children of the Lilliputians are/aid 
to be apprenticed at (cvcnyears of age in- 
ffead of eleven^ which is evidently, wrongs 
as the atahor fuppcfes the age ^fifteea 
"f^oith them, to anfwer that of one and 
twenty with us, a proportion which will 
be nearly kept byfuppofing them to be ap-. 
prenticcd at eleven, and to ferve five 
years. Ibid. 

Gulliver fays-> that he arrived in the 
"Pown^ from Lilliput, on the I'^ih ofA- 
pril, 1 702, and that he took jfhfpping a- 
srain on the 20th of June followingy two 

tnonthi 
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tnmtbs after his return ; but in the IriOi 
edition^ though the fame dates are pre-- 
fervedj ive are toldy that ten months af- 
ter his return he took /hipping^ &c. Com- 
pare the laji chapter of Part I, with the 
frft chapter c/Part II. 

In the following fentencey bring is fub- 
Jlitutedjcr carry : 

*' A gentleman-uflzer cafne from court 
commanding my majler to bring me thi- 
ther; but as thither fignifies to that place, 
to bring thither is faife Englifh. 

Voyage to Brobdingnagy Chap. IIL 

By putting the "iiord born for both, 

Gulliver is reprefented as Jheiving ho'iD 

:ha Britiib nobility are qualified to be bora 

ccuncellors to the king and kingdom ; or 

in other "nordsy defer ibing a part of their 

education antecedent to their birth. And 

though it is true that the Englilh :::bility 

are councellors to the king and kingdom by 

right of birth y yet it is not true that they 

are born councellors. Ibid. Chap. \'^I. 

// appears by n:a?iy pajfagesy that the 

Jlature of the Brobdingnagians "-.seas to 

that ^Gulliver, nearly as ten to one, 

-and this proportion is kept in other things ; 

our 
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6ur battering-pieces being about twelve 
feet long, Gulliver who was willing to 
facilitate the ufe of cannon in Brobding- 
nag, tells the king that he need not make 
his largeji pieces longer than one-hundred 
feet', but this proportion is defiroyed, and 
Gulliver reprefented as incumbering a 
newprojeSi with unnecejfary expence and 
labour^ by changing one hundred feet in- 
to two. Ibid. Chap. VII. 
J^hen Gulliver was floating on the fea 
in a box which GlumdaJclitch ufed to car- 
ry on her girdle, and the water oozed in 
at the crannies, he obferves, that if he 
could have lifted up the roof he would 
have fat on the top of it, where he might 
at leaji have preferved himfelf fomc houn 
longer, than by being Jhut up in the bold \ 
but as if it was difficult to conceive, that 
when a veffel is gradually finking, a man 
will drown fooner in the hold than upon 
deck, The Irifli edition tells us, that Gul- 
liver would have got on the top', becaufe 
be might thus have preferved himfelf 
from being (hut up in it; and indeed it 
is a truth fo evident as to admit no dif- 
ptite, that while a man fits on the top of 

a box 
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m htx be willeffeBually freferoe bimfelf 
from the infide of it, 

Vcfigjt to Brobdingnag, Chap. VIIL 

GulKvcr'x refidence among tbe Houy hn- 
Irnms isfsid to be five yean injiead of 
dne^ tbougb be tells us be was fet on 
fiore tbere in tyii, and departed in 
1 7 14. Voyage to the Houybnbnms\ 
compare the b^inning of Chap. I, with 
Chap. XI, of which iee alfo the laft 
Paragraph. 

In otber places tbe London edition bar 
been copied wit b great exaSlnefs ; Gulliver 
is made to fay of bis box that it was tojfed 
up and down like a fign- post in a windy 
day^ tbougb tbe manner in wbicb a fign- 
Y^ it tojfed up and down by tbe wind is 
mttcb lefs eafy to conceive tban tbe motion 
of tbe box wbicb it was intended to illuf- 
p'ote. 

Voyage to Brohdingnag^ Chap. VII. 

As tbe word poft is not rejeBedin tbis 
paffagCj neither is tbe word xaiat fupplied 
in tbe following J tbougb iy tbis negleB 
Gulliver is reprefented as putting on a 
bundle of Knen witb bis beft fuit of 
ckatbsy " Tbey forced me into tbe long- 
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hoaty letting me put on my beji fuit cf 

doatbs and ajmall bundle of linen. 

Voyage to xkitHouyhnh^^fm^ ^^P* ^« 
So when tde i!Rt!ii^ ^ditiir found by an 
accidental tranfpofitiony that Gulliver in 
his way to England, came to Amfterdam 
the^ ittb of April, and arrived from 
Amfterdam in the Downs on the loth'y 
he faithfully <fopied the miflake^ although 
the two dates are within half a page of 
each other. ^. « .■..:. 

Such^-.qmor^^ jnmimerable other s^ are 
the Irj{h emendations of G^wzi sTravels^ 
and mfltiy more examples of equal fiill 
and diligence might have been feleSled 
from an equal number of pages in any part 
of the eight volumes ; but he who is not 
convinced iy thefe^ that the Dean could 
not thus alter to perver^^ his. meaning, 
and overlook blunders that obfcured it^ 
would JlilLdofibt if all the reji had been 
brought together. Some of them however 
are yet more grofs^ as preventing an ap- 
parent difeafe, J or preventing the de- 
ceafc; rules /<;r ruelles; and armed with 
the powar^ thp guilt, and the will to do 
piif chief injlead of armed with the power 

and 




and the icill: it might reafonably be fup~ 
pofed that a difeafe which was apparent, 
could not be prevented; and it Jhould 
lave Ifeen humn, that there is no fucb 
ajfembly or place as the rules of court 
ladies 'y and that it is an abfurd re- 
dundancy io fay of a man who has the 
fomer iind the 'willy thtit-he has alfo the 
guilt to dp mi/chiefs for whatever guilt 
be can contraB before the perpetration of 
the mif chiefs is included in the will, thefe 
paffages are to be found inthe\^thand 
j^^th Examiners, and in the dnfwer to a 
memorialj Vol. X. 

Thefe Examiners indeed are not taken 
into this coUeElion^ becaufe the lafl pa- 
per written by the Dean was N'. 44. 
tx^icb is yet a flronger proof that he did 
not revife the Irifti edition^ where thefub- 
fequent numbers are imputed to him^ and 
have received corre&ion from the hand 
that correSled the refi *. The editor of 
the Irifli edition has alfo taken into his 
colUBionfeveral fpurious pieces in verfe^ 
vphich the Dean zealoufly dif avowed^ and 
which therefore he would certainly have 

* See Examiner, N*. 44. and note. 

excluded 
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excluded from any coUe&ion printed undef 
bis infpeBlim and with bis confent^ parti- 
cularfy The Life and Charader of Dodor 
Swift, im a maxim of Rochefocault, of 
wbicb be fays^ in a Utter to Mr, Pope, 
dated May i, 1733, it is an impojiuref 
mean and frivial, and full of tbe cant 
that I mofldefpife. U appears alfo by a 
Utter of Mr » Pope, dated 15 Sept. 1734* 
tbat tbe Dean badflrongly dif avowed this 
piecet net to bim only, but to LordQsaK.t' 
ret, and otbers, and tbat tbere was reafon 
to believe it tbe performance of a perfon 
wbo offered a piece in profe to a bookfelUr 
as tbe DeanSy wbicb be afterwards con- 
feffed to be bis own. In tbe Iri(h copy of 
tbe verfes on bis deatb many paffa^ are 
to be found wbicb Mr. Pope rejeSled, for 
wben be added tbefe verfes to tbe mifceUany 
in 1 742, be took notbing from tbe Irifli 
copy wbicb be bad tbenfeen^ and upon bis 
autbority tbe Irifli variations are rejeSled 
in this edition. 
^ But tbere is evidence of anotber land 
to prove that the Dean never revifed any 
edition of his works Jor Falkener to print, 

and 




THE PREFACE. 15 

and that on the contrary be was unwilling 
that Falkener Jhould print them at alL 
Falkener, in an advertifement publijhed 
OQi, 15, 1754, calk bimfelf the editor 
as weUmftAHjber of the Dublin edition j 
and the Dean has often renounced the 
undertaking in exprefs terms. In his 
letter to Mr. Pope dated May i, 1733, 
befaysy that when the printer applied to 
him for leave to print bis works in Ireland, 
be told him he would give no leave \ and 
when he printed them without ^ he declared 
it was much to his di£x>atent> the fame 
fentiment is alfo more firongly exprejfed 
in the following extraEt from a letternvta 
in the bands of the publifbery which was 
written by the Dean to the late Mr, 
Benjamin Motte his bookfeller in Lon- 

'^Mr. Falkener in printing thofe volumes 
did what I much dijlikedy and yet what 
was not in my power to binder ; and all 
my friends preffed him to print themy and 
gave him what manufcript copies they bad 
4>ccaftonally gotten from me ; my dejire 
was that thofe works fhould have been 

printed 
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printed in iMadaa, (y an agreement he^' 
twffitt^fewio bgd aright to them,, 

• . "* • • * ' ' 

..;' ,t am Sir with great truth 
,|j^. ,. your moft humble and 
•73S- affedionatc fervant, 

y. iSwift, 



N.B, In the references that will be 
found in the margin of the Life D. S, 
ilands for Dean Swift^s Eflay on the 
Life, Writings and Charader of Doctor 
Jonathan SWift. 0. for Orrery s Re- 
marks (Ml the Life and Writings of 
DoAor Jonathan Swift, the jjth edition 
1 2 mo, printed for Millar in 1752. 
^ y. R* for y. iVs Obfervations on 
Lord Orrery's Remarks, generally fup- 
pofed to have been written by DoAor 
Delany. Sketch for a Fragment in- 
titled, The Family of Swift, written 
by the Dean himfcif, annexed to Mr. 
Swift's Effay, and Letter to S. Letters 

• from the Dean to Stella, mentioned by 
Mr. Swift, but not publiflied. 
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ACCOUNT 

O F T H E 

LIFE 

O F T H E 

Reverend yonathan Swift ^ D. D. 

Dean of St. Patrick' s^ Dublin. 

TO gratify that curiofity which great eminence al- 
ways excites, many accounts have been pub- 
lifted of the life of Dr. Jonathan Swift. Thele have 
mutually refieded hght upon each other, afceruined 
controverted fa&s, and redlified miftakes, which, if 
they had ftill been traditional and oral, would ftill 
have been bcKcved. Several little incidents, which 
fliei^edthc peculiarities of his converfation and do- 
mcftic life, were related by Mrs. Pilkington in her 
memoirs ; chough thefe could be believed only in 
proportion as they verified themlelves. Lord Orrery'^ 
Letters contained many of the principal events, inter- 
mingled with many charafteriilic incidents fupported 
in general upon better authority *, but fometimes 
founded upon falfe information. Some of thefe mif- 
takes were dcteded by a Volume of Letters figned J. 
R. in which were alfo fome new materials ; and the ac- 
count fincc publiflied by Mr. Swift^ with an imperfeft 
(ketch by the Dean himfelf, has furnifhed yet more. 
From a comparifon of all thefe with each other this 
account is compiled. It is not thought neceffary to 
relate every trifling particular that has been recorded, 
but only to fele& fuch as will fufficiently diftinguifh 
the peculiarities of his chara<fter and manners, atvd 

A trauftivft 
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tranfniit a knowledge of him to poftcrity, of the lam? 
kind, if not in the fame degree, as was obtained by 
thofc among his contemporaries, wlio were admitted 
to his convcriation and friendfliip. 

For the hiftory of liis works tlic reader is referred 
to them, and to the notes and remarks that are now- 
added. 

Doclor jcnatbdu S^ivifi was defcended from a youFb- 
gcr branch of an ancient family of that name in rork- 
Jkirc. Bcr;iniH S^u.'ift^ efq; who in the reign of king 
Junu's the lirjiy poflefled the paternal eilate, was, on 
the 20th oi Manhj 1627, by king C&*;r/i'j ibe hirfly 
created a peer oi Ireland^ with the title of vifcount 
GiriiM^ford ; though it is did he never went into that 
kingdom. He died without male ilfue^ and the fa- 
mily inheritance defcended to liis daughters, one of 
whom married Robert Fieldingy efq ; commonly called 
handlbme Fidding^ and the other the earl of Egling- 
ten. Fielding foon diflipated his wife's patrimony » 
and that of her filler being tran^rt'crrcd to the flmiily 
of lord EgHngtcfir the principal eilate of the S'-xifts was 
divided from the name for ever. One of the younger 
branches from the fame Hem, was lir Edv:ard Sziift^ 
who dillinguiftied liimfclf by his attachment to the 
royal caufc in the great rebellion of 1 641 , from whon> 
there is nodefccndant of the name. 

Another of the younger branches was the reverend 
Thomas Sv;ift^ vicar o{ Goodrich^ in Uerehrdjhire^ wkli 
which he alfo held another ecclefiaftical living. 

His father IVilltcm Swifts rector of St. ^-IndrciiJ in 
Ccnterbttry^ married the heirefs of Pbi!p$ty who con- 
trived to keep her cftatc which was very confidcrablc 
in her own hands i Ihe is faid to have been extremely- 
capricious and ill-natured, and to havt- difmhencvd 
her fon "TbcmaSy an only child, merely fur robbing \\\ 
orchard when he was a boy ; but however this hc\ 
it IS certain, that except a church or ciupter Icau- 
which was not renewed, Tbcffuis luivcr p-.^UL-iled mnrc 
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than one hundred pounds a year ; this little eftatc 
which lay at Goodricby he mortgaged for three hun- 
dred broad pieces, and having quilted them into his 
waiftcoat, he fet out for Ragland Cajlle^ whither his 
majefty king Charles the Firji had retired after the bat- 
tle of Nafeby. The governor who well knew him* 
aflced what was his errand ; I am come faid to///, to 
give his majefty my coat, at the lame time pulling it 
off and prefenting it : the governor told him p!ea- 
fantly that his coat was worth little, v/hy then faid 
5a7/7, take my waiftcoat ; this was loon found to be 
an uleful garment by its weight ; and it is remarked 
by lord Clarendon^ that the king received ^ 
no fupply more fcafonable or acceptable "^'^^^ ' 
than thele three hundred broad pieces during the whole 
war, his diftrefs being then ver)' great and his refour- 
ccs cut ofiF. The zeal and adiivity of this gentleman 
for the royal caufe expofed him to much danger and 
many fufferings ; he was plundered more than thirty 
times by the parliament's army, he v/as ejefted from 
his church livings, his eftate was fequeftered and he 
was himfelf thrown into prifon. His eftate however 
was afterwards recovered, and part of it fold to pay 
the money due on the mortgage, and fome othef 
debts ; the remainder being about one half defcended 
to his heir, and is now pofTefTed by his great-grand- 
fon, Deane Swifty efq. * 

This Mr. Thomas Swift married Mrs. Elifahetb 
Drydffjj of an ancient family in Huntingdon/hire^ fiftcr 
to the father of John Dryden the poet •, by whom he 
had ten fons and four daughters -, of the fons, fix fiir- 
vived him, Godz<;iHy Thomas^ Dryden^ JniliaWy Jona^ 
tban^ and Adam. 

Thomas was bred at 0^/rrr/ and took orders •, he 
married the eldeft daughter of fir ll'illiiim D'Avniant^ 

• The grandiacthcr of this admiral Dea-ie, whence Dcc^ne 
pfTjtlcman. one of tiie wives of becarrtf a Oinilian name \u vtv^ 
Qodv.in iivf/7, na:. htircf- to fr.ni:}\\ 
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but died young, and left only one fon, whofe name 
alfo was ThomaSj and who died in 1752^ 
and note ^^^^^ ^^ PuUenbamy in Sunjy a benefice 
which he had poflefled threefcore years. 

Godwin was a barrifter oi Grays- Imtj and IFHliamj 
Drydcitj Jonathan^ and Adam^ were attornics. 

Godwin having married a relation of the old mar- 
chionefs DfOrmondy the old duke of Ormondm^t him 
his attorney general in the palatinate of Tipperary in 
Ireland. Ireland was at this time almoft without law- 
yersy the rebellion having made almoft every man of 
whatever condition a foldier. Godwin therefore de- 
termined to attempt the acquifition of a fortune in that 
kingdom, and the fame motives induced his four 
brothers to go with him. Godwin foon become weal- 
thy, and the reft obtained fomething more than a 
genteel competence, though Dryden and Jonathan who 
died foon after their arrival had little to bequeath. 

Jonathan at the age of about three and twenty^ and 
before he went to Ireland^ married Mrs. Abigail Ericky. 
of Leicefterfljire ; the family of this lady was defcend- 
cd from Erick the Forefter^ who raifcd an army to op- 
pofe William the Conqueror^ by whom he was van- 
ouifhed, and afterwards made commander of his 
forces. But whatever was the honour of her Hneage, 
her fortune was fmall, and about two years after her 
marriage, (he was left a widow with one child, a 
daughter, and pregnant with another, having no 
means of fubfiftencc but an annuity of twenty pounds 
which her huft)and had purchafed for her in England^ 
immediately after his marriage. 

In this diftrcfs (he was taken with her daughter 
into the family of Godwin^ her huiband*s cldeft bro- 
ther, and on the ioi\ioi November ^ i66jy about feven 
months after her hu(band*s death, (he was delivered 
of a fon, whom (he called Jonathan in remembrance 
of his father, and who was afterwards the celebrated 
dean of St. Patrick's. 

Of 
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VX all thie brothers of Mrs. Swipes hufband, God- 
-swif only had fons ; and by thefe fons fhe 
was fubiiftedin her old age, as ihe had been ^' ^' P* 
before by their father and their uncles, with ^* 
fuch liberality, that (he declared herfelf not only hap- 
py but rich. 

It happened, by whatever accident, that Jonathan 
was not fuckled by his mother, but by a nurfe, who 
was a native of IVbitebaven ; and when he was about 
a year old her affeftion for him was become fo ftrong, 
that finding it neceflary to vifit a relation who was 
dangeroufly fick, and from whom (he expefted a le- 
gacy, Ihe found means to convey the child on (hip- 
board, without the knowledge of his mother or his 
uncle, and carried him with her to Whiteha'-jen : at 
this place he continued near three years ; for when 
the matter was difcovered, his mother font orders not 
to hazard a fecond voyage till he (hould be better able 
to bear it. The nurfe however gave other teftimo- 
nies of her affeftion to Jonathan^ for during his ftay 
at IVbitebaven^ (he had taught him to fpell, and when 
he was five years old he was able to read any chapter 
in the bible. 

Mrs. Swift about two years after her hu(band*s 
death, quitted the family of Mr. Godiffin Szuifty in 
Ireland^ and retired to LeiceJleVy the place of her 
nativity ; but her fon was again carried to IrelarJ by 
his nurfe, and replaced under the protection of his 
uncle God\vin. 

It has been generally believed that Szvift was born 
in England^ a miftake to which many incidents bc- 
fides this have contributed ; he had been frequently 
heard to fay when the people of Ireland difplcafed him, 
^ I am not of tliis vile country, I am an Englijhman\ 
Mr. Pope alfo in one of his letters to him, mentions 
England as his native country ; but this account of 
his birth is uken from that which he left behind him 
in his own hand writing, and while he lived V\e vra.^ 

A3 to 
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6 AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

fo far from ferioufly denying or concealing his being 
a native of Ireland^ tliat lie often mentioned and even 
pointed out the houfc in which he was born. 

He has alfo been thought by fome to have been a 
natural fon of fir lyUUam impUy a miflake which was 
probably founded upon another, for till the publicati- 
on of his letter to lord Palmerjton^ among 
Tp q8 ^^'^ pofthumcus work:., he was thought tp 
have received fuch favours from fir IVilliam 
as he could not be fuppofed to bellow upon a perfon 
to whom he was not related ; however fuch a relation 
between fir Ifilliam and the Dean appears beyond 
contradidion to have been impoflible, tor fir lyUliar^ 
Temple \was refidcnt -abroad in a public character from 
the year 1665, to 1670, as may be proved by his 
letters to the earl of ArUn^ton and the reft 
p.'^c/'^' of the miniftry. .SV/>7 was born in Novem- 
ber^ 1 66y^ and his mother was never out of 
the Britf/b dominions. 
, At about the agr of fix years he was 

^^' fent to the fchool of Kilkenny^ and having 

continued there eight years, he was at the age of 
1 68 1. fourteen admitted into the univerfity of 

Piibliny and became a ftudient in Trinity. 
college, ihere he lived in perfect regularity, and 
51 / obeyed the ftatutes with the utmoft cxaft- 

nefs •, but he was fo much deprefl&d by the 
difadvanragcs of his fituation, deriving his prcfcrnt 
fubfiilcncc mcerly from the precarious bounty of an 
undo, and having no other ohjcft of hope but the 
conrinuaiirc of it, that he could not refid the temp- 
ration to nc^lrct many ntcvrfaiy obj;*dsof aca'iemic 
lludy, to wliith !k- was not by nature much inclined, 
and apply l;i,r.k!l' whf»l!v to Usiuk^ of hirtory and jh)- 
ctx\y by vljicli he C'>uM wifhout intelUvtual labour 
fill hi'^ m^r.d wirh [.Karm^ in;ap;c\ , and lor a while 
fufpciul tho fenfe of his condiiion. The facrifice of 
die future to the prefent, wiicthcr it be a folly or a 
2 fault. 
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^ fault, is feldom unpunifhed, and S'lvifi foon found 
himielt in the fituation of a man who had burned his 
bed xo warm his hands, for at the end of 
lour years he was rcfufed his degree of bat- ' ^^^' 
chelor of arts for infufficiency, and was at laft admit- 
ted fpeciali gratia^ which is there confidered as the 
higheft degree of reproach and difhonour- 

But upon Swif:^ this punifliment was not incffcc- 
mal, he dreaded the repetition of fuch difgrace as the 
lafl: evil that could befal him, and therefore immedi- 
ately fet about to prevent it as the principal bufineis 
ox* his life. During feven years from that time he 
Ihidied eight hours a day ; and by fuch an 
eifort of fuch a mind fo long continued, -^ ' ^^' 
great knowledge muft neceflarily have been acquired. 
He commenced thefe ftudies at the univer- 
Gty mDuiiiHy where he continued tbem three 
years, and during this time he alio drew the firft fketch 
of his TaU of a Tub *. 

In the year 1688, when he was about twenty-one, 
ar.d had been feven years at college, his uncle Gcdzvin^ 
was feized with a lethargy, and foon after totally de- 
prived both of his fpeech and his memory ; as by this 
accident S'^vift was left without fupport, he took a 
journey to Leicejier that he might confult with his 
mother what courfe of life to purfue. At this time 
fir lUiliam Temple was in high reputation, and honour- 
ed with the confidence and familiarity of 
king Ullliam. His father, fir fcbn Temple^ ^; * P* 
had been mafter of the Rolls in Ireland ^^' 
and contracted an intimate friendlhip with Godzvin 
Szi'ifi which continued till his death, and fir ff^illiam 
who inherited his tide and eftate had married a lady 
to v/hom Mrs. Sv:ift was related j ftie therefore advifed 

• JFafcrJiM iramn, cfq; a Siniff, declared that he then faw 
g;mtleinaQ of fonure near £ii- a copy of tlie TaU of a Tt-b in 
fyfi, in the north of IrtUmd^ who Si', iff i own hand writing. DeoMt 
AU chamber icllow wich Dr. ^u///, p. 31- 

A 4 ^^^ 
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her fon to communicate his fituation to fir fVilUamj 
and follicit his diredion what to do*, this advice, which 
perhaps only confirmed a reiblution that Swift had fe« 
cretly taken before he left Ireland^ he immediately re* 
folved to purfue. 

Sir Wtlliam received him with great kind- 
^^^' nefs, and Swifts s firft vifit continued two 
years ; fir IVilliam had been ambaffador and mediator 
of a general peace at Nimeguen before the revolution ; 
in this character he became known to the prince of 
Orange^ who frequently vifited him at Sbeen^ after his 
arrival in Englandy and cook his advice in affairs of the 
utmoll importance. Sir fVilliam being then lame with 
the gout, Sivift ufed to attend his majefty in his walks 
about the garden, who admitted him to fuch familia- 
rity that he Ihcwcd him how to cut afparagus after the 
Dutch manner, and once offered to make him a captain 
of horfe. Sivift appears to have fixed his 
' '° ' mind very early upon an ccclefiaftical life, 
and it is therefore probable that upon declining this 
offer he obtained a promife of preferment in the 
church, for in a letter to his uncJe jyilliam^ dated 
1692, he fays, ' I am not to take orders till 
' ' ^ ' * the king gives me a prebend.' 
Sir IVilliam becoming ftill more infirm, and wifli- 
ing to retire farther from London^ bought an eftatc at 
Famham in Surry^ called Meorparky whither he was 
accompanied by Su;ift *. About this time a bill was 

brought 

* There is fome difficulty in of being neir Leiukm^ bought an 

reconciling the tirA and h(l pa- eftatc near Fambam in Smrry^ 

ngraphs of fc^. xxi:i, in the *iLhcre Mr,SyM\haceomfameJ bimu 

Z)/«r*t (ketch of his own Ire The fenfc of the lift which fccms 

where Mj§rpari is ncntirr'.d ; to imply that S'wift lired with 

inthcfirrtit isfaidthat^-ty.'af- (it I ft//: am slI Sheen hefvrt he 

ter having been fome months went to Moorparky is adopted up- 

with his mother at Liicrfter^ was on the credit of Mr. De.meStvi/t^ 

received by fir U'dLam who was who fays that Sivijt was there 

m-iM retired to Mjirpmk^ and in familiar with king Ifiliiam^ and 

|hc lafl tha: fir li\LufK, died t)tc king docs cot appear to have 

coa« 
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brought into the houfe for triennial parliaments, a« 
gainft which the king who was a ftranger to ^^ ^ ^ 
our conftitution was very avcrfc by the ad- fea.^xxiiu 
vice of fomc weak people who perfuaded end, and* 
the earl oiPcrtland^ thztCbarles tbeFirft loft ^^- ^' 
his crown and life by conienting to fugh 8*°*"**g- 
a bill. Upon this occafion the earl was difpatched to 
Mocrpark by the king for fir fVilliam^s advice, who 
fidd much to (hew him the miftake but without effcdt, 
and therefore he foon afterwards difpatched Swift to 
Ktnfingtofij with the whole account in writing to con- 
vince the king and the earl how ill they were inform- 
ed. Swifi though he was then very young, was yet 
well acquainted with the Englijh hiftory, and gave the 
king a compendious account of the matter which he 
amplified to the earl, but the meafure was at laft re- 
je6ted, and thus ended Swiff s firft embafly to court, fo 
much to his diflatisfackion, that he then declared it 
was the firft incident that helped to cure him 
of vanity. Soon after * this tranfaftionhe \l^^]^y 
was feized with the return of a diforder 
which he had contrafted in Ireland by eating a great 
quantity of fruit •, and upon this occafion returned 
riiither by the advice of his phyficians, who hoped 
that his native air would contribute to the recovery of 
his health, but from this journey he received no be- 
nefit, and therefore in a fliort time returned 
to fir fVilliam^ being ever afterwards fub- ^^^"^fxiii 
jeft to that giddinefs, which gradually in- 
crcafed, though with irregular intermiffions, till it ter- 
minated in total debility of body and mind. 

But he was ftill indifatigable in his ftudies, and to 
prevent the lofs of health in the acquifition of know- 

cootinoed his vifits after the re- that he went to Ireland after he 

jAOral to Moorpark. [D,S. io8.] had been two years at Moorpari, 

* It maft have been after^ and in fe£l. xxiv. that his expe- 

diough it is firft related in the dition to court was foon after the 

^ebf for it b faid fed. xxiii, removal from Sheen. 

I ledge 
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ledge by the want of bodily exercife, it was his con- 
llant praftice to run up an hill that was near the 
houi'e and back again every two hours ; the dillance 
backwards and forwards was about half a mile, and 
he ufed to run it in about fix minutes. By 

• */*• what books his ftudics were principally di- 
rected cannot certainly be known, but fcveral copi- 
ous extrads from Cyprian^ Iren^euSj Sleidan^ Cotnmen- 
tarieSy and Padre Poolers hiftory of the council of 
Treniy were found among his papers which appear by 

menx)randums in his own hand writing to 

* *" '* have been made while he lived with lir 
ffllliam Temple, 

About a year after his return from Ireland^ he 
thought it expedient to uke his degree of mafter of 
arts at Oxford. 

With this view he appears to have written to his 
uncle IVilliam S^Lvifi^ to procure and fend him the tcf- 
timonium of his bachelor's degree. 

With this tcftimonium which is dated the 3d of 
May 1692, he went to Oxford where having received 
many civilities he was admited ad eundem on the 14th 
ofjkine^ and took his mafter's degree on the 5 th of 
jfuh following. 

it has been faid tliat the civilities which he received 
D S V ^^ Oxford proceeded from a mifunderftand- 
:;o, 44. ing of the phrz{(z Jpeciali graliaj which was 
birtn, there fuppofed to be a compliment paid to 
P- 8. uncommon merit. 

But thefe words are not inferted in that copy of 
the tcftimonium which is entered in the congregation 
book at Oxford ; and not to have inferted them tlicrc, 
when they were thought a compliment, would have 
been an atfront •, it is therefore probable that by the 
influence of 5a'{/"/'s uncle they were omitted in tlie copy 
which he procured and fcnt, Hl>ecially as fome fuch 
favour, fcems to be intimated in c^V//;'s letter to him, 

after 
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after he had received it: I am ftill, fays he, to thank 
you for your C^re in my teftimonium, and 

IT WAS TO VERY GOOD PURPOSE,/^ I WaS .^'''*'2'* 5* 

never more facisBed than in the behaviour p ' ^ * ' 
of the univerfity. The civilities which he 
received at Oxford^ might indeed proceed from his 
known connexion with fir IVilliam TanpUy but he 
sight reafonably impute them aifo to the fuppreflion 
of a reproach againft which there was good reafon to 
fear this conneftion would not have fupported him : 
nor is it ftrange that Sivifi^ after his reputation was 
cftablilhed, fhould, while he was fporting with this 
incident in the gayety of his heart, pretend a miftake 
which never happened, or that what he meant as a 
jeft upon the univerfity fhould be ferioufly remem- 
bered as an event of his life. 

It has alfo been faid that upon his difgrace at Dub- 
£8, he refolved to purfue hisftudies at Oxford^ where 
he almoft conftantly refided during three years, and 
was avowedly fupported by fir fVilliam Tern- 
pk. But the contrary is inconteftably true, ^^^'o*. 
few there are not quite two months between 
the date of his teftimonium, and his taking his maf- 
ter's degree, Befides in the letter to his uncle juft 
mentioned, he fays, I am afhamed to be more obliged 
in zffzv "jt.reks to Strangers, than in /even years to 
Dublin college ♦, 

• He went to college at the longer with fir William before he 
1^ of fourteen, in i68i j con went to Oxford^ which mull 
ti&Qcd there feven years, as ap- therefore be 1692 ; and in th^t 
pears by his letter; fo that he very year he took his degree. 
cd sot leave Ireland ii)\ i6ffi; The faft therefore which, lofd 
ke was fomc months with his Orri-ryhys^ wzs imrKfd:^tr/\ con- 
mother before he went to fir Hrucd to favour an opinion that 
fr:U.am^ snd two years with him Sir.ift was fir inilwm^ natural 
bcibrc he went to Ireland {qx his fon appears never to have hap- 
heahh, which muft therefore be pened. 6Vr Swift 'j ficub (f lis 
in 1 69 1 ; he returned from Ire- ozvn lift. 



Uad, and continaed fomc time 



From 



12 AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

From Oxford he returned again to Moore Park^ 
where he aflifted ^irfVilliam Temple to revife his works^ 
correfted and improved his Tale of a Tub^ and added 
the digreflions. From the conversation of fir fyilliam^ 
who was minutely acquainted with all the intricaciet 
of party and the fecrets of ftate, during the reigns 
of Idng Charles and king James the Second^ Swift 
greatly increal'ed his political knowledge. But hav- 
ing long fufpeded fir IVtlliam of neglecting to pro- 
vide for him, merely that he might keep him in 
his family, he at length refented it fo warmly, that 
in the year 1 694, a quarrel enfued and they parted. 
It is probable that Swift did not leave fir ff^lliam 
for fuch a reafon without fevere expoftulation, noc 
only becaufe Swift was no refpefter of perfons, but 
becaufe it appears that fir lyilliamy though 
' ^^' he was extremely angry, admitted his claim 
to fome provifion by offering to make him his deputy 
as matter of the Rolls in Ireland. This of* 
^/f*. fer however Swift did not accept, but re- 
and nctel plied that fince he had now an opportunity 
of living without being driven into the 
church for fupport, a fcruple which had hitherto kept 
him out of it, he was determined to go into Ireland 
and take orders. 

Swift during his refidence with fir tVilliam had ne- 
ver failed to vifit his mother at Leicefler once 
D. S, 99. ^ year, and his manner of travelling was 
zZ^'^* very extraordinary-, he always went on foot 
except the weather was very bad, and then 
he would fometimes take (helter in a waggon; he 
chofe to dine at obfcure alchoufes among pedlers and 
hoftlers, and to lie where he faw written over the 
door lodgings for a penny ; but he ufed to bribe the 
maid with a teller for a finglc bed and clean (heets. 

In this manner he went down to his mother upon 
his leaving fir inUiam^ and from Leiccfter he wrote a 
letter dated June 1 694, to his coufui Deane Swift ^ 

then 
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then at lijbon \ in which he relates his quarrel with 
fir IViUiam^ and declares his purpofe to take 
Ofdcrs in the September following, wifhing ^•^- 5»* 
lie could procure for him the chaplainfhip of the 

What was the efFeft of this letter is not known, 
but fwifi fbon after obtained a recommendation to 
lord C^k then lord deputy oi Ireland^ who gave him 
the prebend alKilrcof^ in the diocefs oi Conner ^ a nor- 
thern diftrid, worth about one hundred 
pounds per armum. But fir WiUiam^ who f^^^' 
had been ufcd to the converfation oi Swift ^ " ^°^' 
iboQ found that he could not be content to live with- 
out him, he therefore urged him to refign his prebend 
in favour of a friend, and promifed to obtain pre- 
ferment for him in England if he would return ♦. 
Siwift conlented, and fir IVilliam was (b 
much pleafed with this aft of kindnefs, that ^' ^^* 
during the remainder of his life, which was about 
four years, his behaviour was fuch as produced the 
otmofr harmony between them -, Swift as a teflimony 
of his friendlhip and efleem wrote the battle of the 
books, of which fir fVilliam is the hero -, and fir fVil- 
lUm when he died left him a pecuniary legacy, and 
hb pofthumous works. 

What otherfavours he received from fixWilliamczri' 
BOt certainly be known ; Swift acknowledged none but 
his ineffe&ual recommendation to king fVilliam^ and 
he is known to have received frequent remittances 
from his uncle fVilliamy and his coufin fVillougbby 
Siwifi ; fo that fir JVilliam does not feem to have treat- 
ed him with a liberality for which it is difficult to ac- 
count. 

Upon the death of fir PVilliam Temple^ Swift ap- 

* Tliis appears hj a letter (he, was fo fond of him, that he 

fiom Smft^s fate-, then in In* made him give up his livicg in 

An/, to hier coufin Deame in For- this country, and promifed to 

iaj^al: fir fFiUiam Temfk, fajs get him one it £«gumi^. D.S.66. 
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plied by petition to king IVilliam for the firft vacant 
prebend of Canterbury or IVejlminfter^ for which the 
royal promife had been obtained by his late patron, 
whole pofthumous works he dedicated to his majcfty, 
to facilitate the fucccfs of this application. But it 
does not appear that after the death of fir M^lHiam^ 
the king took the lead notice of mr. Sii^ift ; his pe- 
tition and dedication v/erc equally neglected, and af- 
ter a fruitlcfs attendance at court, which probably 
increafed the aufterity of his temper, he accepted an 
invitation of the earl of Berkeley^ who had been ap- 
pointed one of the lords juftices oi Ireland^ to attend 
him as chaplain and private fecretary ; it might rea- 
fonably have been hoped, that although he had been 
difappointed of the preferment for which he follicited, 
yet the employment to which he was invited would 
have been fecure ; but it happened, that after he had 
afted as fecretary during the whole journey to Dub^ 
Iwy one Bu/b found means to infinuate to lord Berke-- 
ley^ that the poft of fecretary was not fit for a clergy- 
man, and his lordlhip fulFered himfelf to be fo eafily 
convinced of this impropriety, that after making fome 
apology to mr. Swift ^ he appointed Bujb fecretary in 
his (lead. 

This dirippointment was foon after followed by 
another ; it happened that the deanery of Derry be- 
came vacant, and it was the earl of Berkeley^ turn to 
difjx)le of it ; yet whatever attonement was due to 
&C7// for his lordihip's late breach of engagement, the 
fecretary having received a bribe, the deanery was 
given to anotiier upon pretence that Sv:ift who was 
then more than thirty years old was too young, and 
he received inftead of it the two livings of haracor 
and R^thbc;gitt in the diocefc of Mcatb^ which togc 
ther did not amount to half the value of the deant-ry 






• As S*i\.'[ft did rot rcccirc non rcfidence couid nrt. asl-rd 
thefc lirings CiU after ch^; Jc-m- O'^rr y fuppoi'tr^, be the rfiior 
cry «as given (p aiioibcf» hi» why U was not given to ftirii 

As 
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As Swifi had refufed a commiffion under king 
IViUiam and a fecular employment under fir 
WiUiam ^emple^ it appears that his attach- fca^^\" 
ment to a religious life, however early and 
however ftrong, was not the efFed of temporary views 
but of zeal for the fuccefs of the great work in which 
he was about to engage, and a confcioufnefs of his 
own ability to acquit himfelf with advan- 
tage. That religious purpofes were at this -^'^ ^°» 
lime predominant in his mind he ufed fre- 
quently to declare •, he hoped, he faid, that by dili- 
gent and conftant application he (hould fo far excel 
that the fexton might fometimes be afked on a Sun- 
day morning, ' Pray does the doctor preach to-day* ? 
and when after having taken pofleflion of his livings 
he went to refide at Laracor^lxt gave public notice that 
he would read prayers on every fVednefday and Friday y 
a labour which he would not have brought upon 
himfelf if he had been principally concerned about 
the value of his dues which had been long before 
cuftomarily paid for much lefs fcrvicc. 

The duties of the church which he thus rendered 
more frequent, he performed with die utmofl punc- 
tuality and the moft rational devotion-, he was indeed 
devout, not only in his public and folemn addreffes 
to God, but in that tranlient Aft of adoration, which 
is called faying grace, and which generally conlUls 
only in a mutter and a bow, in which the fpeakcr ap- 
pears to compliment the company and the company 
feach other •, Swift always ufed the feweft words that 
could be uttered on the occafion, but he pronounced 
them with an emphafis and fervor which every one 
around him faw and felt, and with his hands clafped 
in each other and lifted to his bread ; and it is hoped 
that thofc who can no otherwife emulate- the charac- 
ter of Sivif I, will attempt it in this aft of religious 
decorum, and no Icngvr afftift cirher to be wits or line 

gfntlc- 
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gcndemen by a condud dircdly contrary to fo great 
an example. 

But Swifl with all this piety in his heart could not 
refill the temptation to indulge the peculiarity of his 
humour when an opportunity offered, whatever might 
be the impropriety of time and place. 

On the Brit PVednefday after he had fummoned his 
congregation at Laracor^ he afcended his deflc, and 
having fat fome time with no other auditor than his 
clerk Roger^ he rofe up and with a compofure and 
gravity that upon this occafion was irrefiftibly ridicu- 
lous, he began. Dearly beloved Roger^ the fcripture 
moveth you and me in fundry places, and fo proceed- 
ed to the end of the fervice. 

During Swift\ refidence at Laracor^ he invited to 

Ireland a lady whom he has celebrated by 

^'^ ^^' the name of Stella. With this lady he be- 

^' came acquainted while he lived with fir 

William Temple^ (he was the daughter of his fteward, 

whofe name was Jcbnfon^ and fir IVilliam when he 

died left her one thoufand pounds in confideration of 

her fathers faithtul fervices ; at the death 

• ^5* of fir fVilliam which happened in 1 699, flie 

was in the fixteenth year of her age *, and it was about 

two years afterwards that at Swi}V% invitation (he left 

Enghndy accompanied by mrs. Dingley^ a lady who 

was fifteen years older, and whofe whole fortune 

though (he was related to fir IVilliam^ was 

' * " no more than an annuity of twcnty-fevcn 

pounds. Whether 5tt7/3f at this time defired the 

company of Stella as a wife or a friend is not certain, 

but the reafon which {he and her companion then 

gave for their leaving England^ was, that in Ireland 

• Mr. Deam S^vifl fays iR, (he was in Irelofuffrom 18, in 

but it appean by the poem on his intrcduAion to Bartj jl/t/j di 

her birth day in 1718. that (he Stella, Vol. XII. 
wai then but 34 ; the Dewte fayt 

the 
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the intereft of money was high and provifloift were 
cheap ; it appears however that other reafons were 
fufpected in the neighbourhood of Moorepark \ for 
mr. Thomas Swifty the reftor of Puttenhamy in a let- 
ter which he wrote a few years afterwards, enquires 
whether Jonathan was married, or whether he had 
been able to refill the charms of both thofe gentlewo- 
men who marched from Moorepark to Dub- 
hn, with a refbludon to engage him. It ap- g ' ^^* 
pears too, that Swifi^ if he did not addrcfs 
her himfelf, yet contrived to break off a treaty of 
marriage with another, by pcrfuading her to infift up- 
on terms with which the gentleman could not com- 
ply. But whatever was Swifi^s attachment ^ « o 
to mrs. Johnfony every poflible precaution ' ^* 

was taken to prevent fcandal ; they never lived in 
the fame houfe -, when Swift was abfent, mrs. JohnfoH 
and her friend refided at the parfonage -, when he re- 
nimed, they removed either to the houfe of doctor 
Raymond^ vicar of 7r/«r, a gentleman of great hofpi- 
cality and Swift*s intimate friend, or to a 
kxlging provided for them in the neigh • • • 9<5* 
bourhood, neither were they ever known to meet but 
in the prefence of a third perfon. Swift made fre- 
quent excurfions to Dublin and fome to London, but 
mrs. John/on was buried in folitude and obfcurity, (he 
was known only to a few of Swift's moft intimate ac- 
quainunce, and had no female companion except 
mrs- Dingley. 

In 1 70 1, Swift took his doftor's degree, and in 
1702, foon after the death of king IVilliam, he v/ent 
to England for the firft time, after his fectlement ac 
Laracor ; a journey which he frequently repeated 
during the reign of queen Anne. Mrs. Jchnfon was 
once alfo in England in 1 705, but returned in a few 
months, and never afterwards croflcd the _ . 

I , U, o. go. 

channel. 
He foQA became eminent as a writer^ and in tVvat 
B c\vat;kc- 
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characier at leaft was known to the great men in Both 
the fadions, which were diftinguiflicd by the names 
of whig and tory -, he had been educated anPiung the 
whigs, but he at length attached himlelf 
^^^' to the tories, becaufe, as he faid, the whigs 
had renounced their old principles and re- 
ceived others, which their forefathers held in utter 
abhorrence ; he did not however write any 
' '^'^ ' political pamphlet from the year 1701 to 
the year 1708. 

But though by his frequent cxcarfions to Er.gkni 
and a long abfence from his cures, he appears to have 
delayed the execution of his purpofe to excel as a 
preacher, yet he ufed to declare that he did not re- 
nounce it till his acquaintance with Harle\\ 
7' ^' nor did he ever mention his fubfequent at- 
266/ * tachment to politics without indubitable 
figns of penitence and regret. 
It is probable that he hoped to exert himfclf more 
cflTeftually in the church by acquiring fome other pre- 
ferment, and that with this view, he was follicitous ta 
be near the court, 'for bctbrc his acquaintance with 
lord OxfCrdj a biihoprick was intended for him by 
the queen, but archbilhop Sbarpe and a certain great 
lady having mifreprefented his principles and cha- 
Kicler, her majefty gave it to another ; of this injury* 
J J. however, the archbifhop was afterwards 

'^ ' truly fcnfible, exprefled great forrow for it». 
and defirrd his forgivenefs. 

ATtcr this difappointmcnt if w.is not long before a 

new iVcnc opened beiore him, for in 1710, being then 

in En^idud^ he was impowcred by his grace the lord 

primate of Ireland to follicit the queen to exonerate 

the clergy o\ Ireland from payip.g the twen- 

f'fVvol ^^^^^ P'^*^^ ^"^' ""^'^ fruits. And upon this. 
;^jl* occafion his acquaintance witii Hiiuey com* 

inenci-ti. 
As fuoii a«i he li a.i received the bilhop's letter, in- 

ftruc- 
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ftrufBons, and authority, he refolvcd to apply to 
Mr. Harltf^ not only becaufc he was a principal 
perfon in the queen's miniftry, but becaufe by his 
intereft the fame favour had been granted to the 
clergy of England. That he might not wait upon 
Mr. Harley to whom his name was well known wholl/ 
without recommendation, he got him.felf reprefent^ 
as a perfon who had been extreafnly ill ufcd by the* 
hft miniftry, becaufe he would not go certain lengths' 
which they would have had him, this being 
in fome fort Mr. Harlef% own cafe. Ay"%7 

Mr. Harley received him with the utmoft xi?* 
kindnefs and refpeft, he fat with him two 
hours in company, and two hours he was with hini. 
alone; he not only ingaged in the doftor's immediate' 
bufinefs with the utmoft zeal and foon after acconi- 
pliihed it, but told him he muft bring him acquaint- 
ed with Mr. St. Jcbn^ invited him to dine with him, 
charged him to come often, and, when the doftor 
propofed attending at his levy, told him that was no 
place for friends. The doctor foon after became per- 
fonally acquainted with the reft of the minifters, who' 
appear to have courted and carefTed him with uncom- 
mon afliduity. He dined every Saturday at Mr". 
Harley\ with the lord keeper, Mr. fecretary St. 
Jobfiy and lord Rivers : on that day no other perfon 
was for fome time admitted -, but this felect company 
was at length inlarged to fixteen, all men of thefirff' 
dafs, S^j;ift included •, they dined once a ^ ^ ^ - 
week at the houfes of each other by rota- 3,^*"'* 
non, and went under the general denonii- 
nanon of brothers. 

From this time the doftor fupported the intereft 
of his new friends with all his power, in pamphlets, 
poems, and periodical papers ; his intimacy with them * 
was fo remarkable that he was thought not only to 
(fefend, but in fome degree to direct their meafures -, 
and fuch was his importance in the opinion o^ xiic 
B 2 opigc^* 
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oppoTitc party, that many fpecchcs were made againff 
him in both houfes of parliament ; a reward 
^^ ^^^' was alfo offered for difcovering the author 
and LtV. of the Public Spirii cf the ff^bigs. 

Whatever excellence we pofleis, or what- 
ever honours we obtain, the pleafure which they pro- 
duce is all relative to ibme particular favourite with 
whom wc are tenderly conneded, either by friendlhip 
or by love j or at moft it terminates, like rays col- 
lefted by a burning- glafs, in a very fmall circle which 
is fcarce more than a point, and like light becomes 
fenfible only by reflection. Thus Sa///, while he was 
courted and careflcd by thofe whom others were ma- 
king intereft to approach, feems to have enjoyed his 
dilUnftion only in proportion as it was participated 
with Slel/a ; for amidfl: all the bufinefs, and all the ho- 
nours that crowded upon him, he wrote every day an 
account of whatever occurred^ and fent her a journal 
regularly dated every fortnight during the whole time 
ofhis connexion with queen Anne's minUtry. From 
thefe unreftrained cfFufions ofhis heart many particu- 
lars are known, which could have been known no other 
way. And by thefe it appears inconteftably that he was 
not only employed, but trulled ^ and that Harle}\ who 
is univerfally allowed to have been one of the moft re- 
ferved and myfterious of all politicians, was to him in 
affairs of the urmoft moment open and explicit. The 
rcfult of one of their conferences lb early as the year 
1 7 1 o, was to this eftedt, that the kingdom was as cer- 
tainly ruined, as a bankrupt merchant,, that a peace 
jy ^ ^ whether bad or good was abfolutely necef- 
' '^ " fary, that the confederacy muft foon break, 
aad fadlions incrcafe ; and that the minillry was upon too 
narrow a bottom^ and flood like an illhmus between 
the whigs on one fide, and the violent tories on the 
<it!v.T, a fuuation in which they couki not lubfift. 
'I'licll- violent tories were formed into a fbciety called 
the OM'iT club, of whom Swi/i fays, *' ihey are a- 

bout 
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bout an hundred parliament men of the country^ who 
drink Oilober beer at home, and meet every evening 
ac a tavern near the parliament-houfe, to drive things 
on CO extreams againft the whigs, to call the 
old miniftry to account and eet off five or ^-^-1^9* 
fix heads." 3^°- 

But, if Swift thought this party too precipitant, it 
is cenain he thought lord Oxfird too flow, and he 
once told him fo in a manner that fhews both his in- 
tegrity and the freedom of his converfation with thofe 
who have a prcfcriptivc right to fervility and adula- 
tion : he had received a prel'ent of a fine tortoife-fliell 
fhuff-box lined with gold, and painted on the infide 
of the lid with a view oi Venice. This prefent he (hew- 
ed one day to Harley\ who having admired the paint- 
ing and the workmanlhip, at laftipied a figure ftud- 
cd on the outfide of the bottom, which he thought 
rciembled a goofe, upon wliich turning to the doftor, 
Jcnaiban^ fays he, I think they have made a goofe of 
ihcc. Yes my lord, fays the doctor, but, if your lordlhip 
wil! look a little farther, you will fee that I am driv- 
ing a fnail before me, which indeed happened to be the 
device- To this the earl cooly replied, that is ^ ^ . 
fevcre enough, Jonathan^ but I deferve it. ' '^^^^ 

It is equally true, and equally evident, that Svjift 
had no expectations of advantage from his connexion 
with tbefe perfons, that he knew they could not long 
prcfer\'e their power, that he did not honour it while 
i: lifted, and that he difJaincJ pecuniary obligations. 

I ufe the miniftry fays he like dogs, becaufe I expeft 
they will ufe me fo. — ' I never knew a mini- jy c ^^^ 
ftry do any thing for thofe whom they make Lcitcrs'to 
cornpanions of their pleafiires, but I carenot. s. 

In the fummer of 1 71 1, he forefaw the ruin of the 
tniniftry by thofe mifunderftandings among 
Cbemfelves which at laft effected it; and i^cn.loS. 
h was not only his opinion, but their own, 
that if they could not carry a peace, they wov\\d tvot 

B 3 be 
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be able to keep themfclvcs out of the Towery even 
chough they ihould agree. In order therefore to 

facilitate this great event, Szvifi wrote the 
Left to^ Conduct of the Allies^ 3, piece which he 

coni'effes coft him much pains, and which 
fucceeded even beyond his expectation. It was pub- 
lilhed on the 27th of November^ i / 1 1> juft ten days 
yj « / before the parliament met, and, before the 
' '^ 28th Q\ January y above eleven thoufand 
were fold, feven editions having been printed in £/rf- 
Uniy and three in InUvd. The tory members in 
both houfes who fpokc, drew all their arguments from 
• it, ^nd the refolutions which were printed 

Lett to^ ^^ ^^^ votes, and which would never have 
Suiia. pafled but for the CGndiiSl of the AUics^ 

were little more than quotations from it; 

From this time till the year 171 3, he continued to 

DJS ic6 ^^^^ himfelf with unwearied diligence in 

the fervice of the minjftry, and while he 
was at Windfor^ juft at the conclufion of the peace of 

Utrecht y he drew the firft Iketch of AnHif-* 
D.S. 340. tory of the four lafi l^ears of Queen Anne, 
^^'Un '^ "voxV would have been publifhed foon 
jy,,^"' after, if his friends in the miniftry had noj 

difagreed about it ; and after the queen's 
death, he fpcnt much time in improving and corrcft- 
jng it, but it has not yet appeared. 

During all this time, he received no gratuity or 
reward till the year 171 3, and then he accepted the 
deanery of St. Patrick\^ Dullin. 

It may perhaps be thought rtrange, that his friends 
did not rather procure him a biihoprick in England^ 
and place him in the houfc of lords, where his poli- 
tical eloquence might have been employed with great 

advantage j but this was not in their power, 
ijtt W *"^ ^^^^ might be willing to fecure to him 
}ord Oxf. ^^^^ advantage as they could, knowing their 

pwn infUbility, and forefeeing their fall. 

But 
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But with whatever vie>v, or from whatever caufe 
the deanery of St. Ptf/r/V*'s was given him, he received 
it with leis pleafure than he would have done a fettle- 
mcnt with much lefs power and profit in England. 

He immediately crofled the channel to take pof- 
fefllon of his new dignity, but did not ftay jy ^ 
in Ireland more than a fortnight, being Letter, 
urged by an hundred letters to haften back, ^-^vy? to 
and reconcile lord Oxford and lord Boling- ^^M'^* 
iroke^ the confequenccs of whofe mifunderflanding 
were juftly dreaded by their friends. 

When he returned he found their quarrels and 
coldnefs increafed, and having predicted their ruin 
from this very caufe, he laboured to bring about a 
reconciliation, as that uponwliich the whole interefl: 
of their party depended. 

With this view he contrived to bring them to lord 
Majbam^% at St. James'^^ and lord and lady Majhari 
facing acquainted with his purpofe, left him alone 
with them -, he then expoftulated with them both, 
but to little efFeft, being able only to engage them t« 
go to tVindfor the next day, ftill hoping, that, if he 
^ould keep them together, they would come to fomc 
agreement, well knowing, that in abfence the mind 
perpetually revolves the recent offences of a friend, 
and heightens them by every pofliblc aggravation, 
but that, when the offended and offender meet, the 
dying fparks of efteem or kindnefs often brighten in- 
to a flame, the remembrance of part pleafure and 
confidence returns, and mutually inclines them to fe- 
oire, by an accommodation, that wliich they feel tJiey 
cannot lofe without regret. 

Szvifi foon after followed them, but was told by 
lord Bolingbroke that his fcheme had come to no- 
thing ; and he had the mortification to obferve that 
they grew more cold to each other every day. In the 
mean time lord Oxford^ credit grew lefs and lefs, 
and the queer's health vifibly declinecL 
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Swifty however, contrived yet once more to meet 
them at lord Mafham^^ and was again left alone 
with them -, this was the laft time they ever met, and 
he fpoke to them both with great freedom, but at 
length dcl'pairing of his purpofe, he told them he 
would retire, for that all was gone ; Bolingbroke whif* 
pered him that he was right, but Oxford faid all 
would do well. 

Swift ftill adhered to his opinion, and therefore 
went in a day or two to Oxford by the coach, and 
thence to the houfe of a friend in Berkfhire^ where he 
continued till the queen's death, which happened ia 
about ten weeks. 

While he was at this place, his mind was dill 
bufy for his friends, and he wrote a difcourfe cal- 
led Free Thoughts on the prefent State of Affairs^ which 
he thought might be ufeful at that junfture, and 
fent it up to London^ but, fome difference of opi- 
nion happening between him and lord BoUngbroks 
concerning it, the publication was delayed 
L«tt. to till the queen's death, and then he rccal- 
fo^tfif ^^^ ^^^ ^^?y^ which was afterwards depo- 
1 721?'* ^^^^^ w^^h ^^c J^^c alderman Barber^ and 
having been fince publifhed, will be found 
in Vol. III. p. 351, 

A few weeks after the death of the queen, he 
went back to his ftation in Irelaftd^ all his connexi- 
ons with the court being broken, and all his expefta- 
tions difappointcd. 

But it would be an injury to S<xift not to (lop 
a moment here, and, before wc dcfcend with him 
into the vale of private life, look back, as from 
an eminence, upon the country we have paflcd. 

Few of thofe who have been permitted to aflbci- 
ate with perfons greatly fupcrior in rank and for- 
tune, who have climbed in the retinue of power, 
and been diftinguiftied by reflcftcd grcatnefs, have 
been able to fuft^ the native dignity of their own 

chara^er. 
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chara^r, without (looping as they afcended the hiU^ 
or being blinded by the light that made them con- 
ipicuous to others. 

Let it therefore be recorded to the honour of 
Dr. Swifts and to animate others by his example 
and reward, that during his connexion with thofe 
who were in the higheft rank, and who in every 
rank would have been great, he would never fufFer 
himfelf to be treated but as an equal, and repulfed 
every attempt to hold him in dependance, or keep 
him at a diftance, with the utmofl refentment and 
indignation. 

It happened upon fome occafion, that Harlej 
fent him a bank bill of fifty pounds by his private 
fccretary, Mr. LtwiSj which Swifi inftantly return- 
ed, with a letter of expoftulation and complaint 5 
HarUj invited him to dine, but he refufed ; 
he wrote to Mr. Lewis to mediate between ^- ^• 
them, defiring to be reconciled, but S'wift ^^^to 
fent word that he expefted farther fatif- s. 
faaion. Harley replied, if he would but 
come and fee him, he would make him eafy ; but 
Swift infifted that he fhould apologize by meflagCt 
and declared, that, otherwife, he zvculd cajt him off. 

It is poflible that this favour might have been re- 
jeded as not worth his acceptance ; but it is certain, 
that, if it had been of greater value, it would not 
have attoned for any indecorum in the offer, or have 
induced Swifi to fuffer an obligation from thofe 
whom he did not efteem, for he refufed the place of 
hiftoriographer with difdain, becaufe it was in the 
dilpofal of a perfon whom he regarded with difgufl 
and contempt *. 

He would not fuffer even negative incivilities from 

* USmft rerofed this place, he could not, as lord Orrery Tup- 
poles, be miftakcD in believing it intended for him ; and that he 
did refiiie it, we have his own eJtprefs declaration iahis letter to 
Pf*t daud lojsm. \^^\, 
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thofe who, if by their (lation they had not been his 
fuperiors, would have been his equals by learning 
and parts. It happened, that having one day dined 
with Mr. 5/. Jobn^ who was then fecretary of ftate» 
and remarked that he appeared to be much out of 
temper, he took the firft opportunity to fee him 
alone, and warned him never to behave to him with 
filcnt referve, for that he would not be treated like 
a fchool-boy. I expeft, fays he, that if you hear or 
fee any thing to my difadvantage, you would let 
mc know it in plain words, and not put 
Z).S. 327. n^g jn pain to gucfs by the change or cold- 
EulU.^ ncfs of your countenance or behaviour, 
for it is what I would hardly bear from a 
crowned head, and I think no fubjeft's favour is 
worth it. 

The fecretary received the reproof like a friend, 
as it was given, and apologized for his behaviour by 
faying, that buAncfs had kept him up feveral whole 
nights, and drinking one more ; and to make up 
matters, he preffcd the dodor to Hay to dinner, 
which, however, he declined, as well becauie he 
would not incourage a fccond offence by too eafUy 
pafTmg over the firlT, as becaufc he was engaged with 
another friend. 

If in this reprefentation of his behaviour, as it 
is in many particulars taken from his letters to SttU 
la^ he ihould be fufpc6ted of having fomewhac 
exaggerated to gratify his vanity, he may be abun- 
dantly juftiBed by a letter dill extant which he 
wrote to lord Oxford after the connexion between 
them was broken. When I was with you, fays he» 
I have faid more than once, that I would never al- 
low quality or ftation to make any difterence be- 
tween men. — I loved you juft fo much the worfe for 
your ftation — in your publick capacity you have 
often angered me to the heart, but as a private man 
never. — I was too proud to be vain of the honour 

you 
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I you did me. — I was never afraid of ofiending you^ 
, DOT am I now in any pain for the manner I write to 
you in. 

Xcither was this conduct the effect of pride and 
leif-iu£ciency» but of true dignity of mind, for he 
cxaoed nothing which, in his turn, he did not pay, 
nor aiked more for himfelf than for others, whole 
prctenCons or circumftances were the fame. 

When he was defired by lord Oxford to intro- 
dsce doctor Parnel to his acquaintance, he refufed 
iqx)n this principle, that a man of genius was a 
character fupericr to that of a lord in a high fta* 
tioa : He therefore obliged his lordfhip to walk 
"with his treafurer's ftaff from room to room through 
bis own Ie\*)', enquiring which was doctor Parnelj in 
order to introduce himfelf, and beg the honour of 
his acquaintance. 

It was known by an accident, after his memory 
fuled, that he allowed an annuity of fifty guineas to 
Mrs. DiKglrcj but inftead of doing this with the pa- 
rade or" a benefactor, or gratitying his pride by ma- 
king her feel her deper.dance, he always pretended 
thai he acted only as her agent, and that the money 
he paid her, was the produce of a certain fum which 
ihe had in the funds -, and the better to fave appear- 
ances, he always took her receipt, and fometimes 
would pretend, with great feeming vexation, that 
fbc drew upon him before he had received her mo- 
ney from London. 

As to his political principles, if his own account 
cf them is to be believed, he abhorred whiggifm 
only in thofe who made it confiit in damning the 
church, reviling the clergy, abetting the diffenters, 
aad fpeaking contemptibly of revealed religion. He 
always declared himfelf againft a popifh fucceffor to 
the crown, whatever title he might have by proxi- 
mity of blood ; ncr did he regard the right line, up- 
M any other account, than as it was ellabliihed by 

\aw. 
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hw, and had much weight in the opinions of thfr ? 
people ; he was of opinion, that when the grievances 
fuffcred under a prefcnt government, became greater 
than thofe which might probably be expcfted from 
changing it by violence, a revolution was juftifiabic, 
and this he believed to have been the cafe in that 
which was brought about by the prince of Onwsrfr. 
He had a mortal antipathy againft (landing armies 
in times of peace, and was of opinion that our liberty 
could never be placed upon a firm foundation till 
the ancient law fhould be revived, by which our par- 
liaments were made annual ; he abominated the po- 
litical fcheme of fetting up a monied intereft in op- 
pofition to the landed, and was an enemy to tempo- 
rary fufpenfions of the habeas corpus aft. If fome af- 
perities that cannot be juftified have cfcaped his pen 
in papers, which were haftily written in the firft ar- 
dour of his zeal, and often after great provocation 
from thofe who wrote againft him, furely they may 
without the exertion of angelic benevolence be for- 
given. 

That he was not at any time a bigot to party, and 
that he did not indifcriminately transfer his refent- 
ments from principles to perfons, was fo evident by 
his conduft that it was a ufual fubjeft of raillery to- 
wards him, among the minifters, that he never came 
to them without a whig in his flceve : and though 
he does not appear to have aflced any thing for him- 
felf, yet he often prcded lord Oxford in favour of Mr, 
/Iddifon^ Mr. Con^mYy Mr. RoWj and Mr. ^Z^*^/, with 
whom, except Mr. SUfl, he frequently convericd, 
during all lord Oxford's miniftry, chuHng his friends 
by their perfonal merit, without examining how far 
their notions agreed with the politics then 
Lett to in vogue -, and, in particular, his friend* 
viw ^c ^*'^ ^''^^ ^^' -^^^(f^^ continued inviola- 
y^zi '^' ^'^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ much kindnefs as when 
Uiey ulcd lo meet at lord Halifax*^ or lord 

S6nmcrs\ 
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•/s, who were leaders of the oppoflte party. 
Among ocher perfons with whom he was intirnate- 
h acquainted during this gay part of his life, was 
Mrs. ramb^mrigb. She was a lady of good n e .0 
fimily, the daughter of Mr. Siofify the • -^^ • 
comznillioner, and niece to the accomptant-g^neral 

She was the widow of Mr. Barlbchmczv Vanbom- 
rip^ firil a merchant of Amjlerdam^ and afterwards 
6t Dublin^ who was appointed commilTary of the 
lures by king Ullliam^ upon his expedition into Ire- 
kad^ 2, place which, during the war, was computed 
ID be worth 6000 1. per ann. After the affairs of Ire- 
Umd were fettled, he was appointed mufler-mafter- 
genera!, and a commiflioner of the revenue, and laid 
on about 12,000 1. in the purchale of forfeited 
e&ates : but though he received the produce of this 
cftase, and enjoyed his appointments thirteen years, 
yec when he died, in 1 703, his expences had been 
b nearly equal to his revenue, that his 
idiole fortune, the value of his eftate in- ^'|'foff* 
eluded, amounted only to 1 6,ooo 1. This lowing! 
fiun he directed, by his will, to be divided Omrj'yt, 
equally between his wife and four children, ^^ ^^' 
of which two were fons and two were ^^^*°g" 
daughters. The fons died foon after their father, and 
their fhare of his fortune fell to the daugnters. 

In 1709, the widow and the two young ladies 
came to Englandj where they were vifited by perfons 
of the firft quality, and Sxift lodging within a few 
doors of their houfe in Bury-ftreet^ St. James* ^^ ufed 
to be much there, coming and going without cere- 
mony, as if he had been one of the family. During 
this familiarity, he became infenfibly a kind of pre- 
ceptor to the young ladies, particularly the eldell, 
vfao was then about twenty years old, was mud: ad- 
diAed to reading, and a great admirer or* j^oetr)-. In 
a pofon of this difpofuion, it was natural for fuch 
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a chara&er as that of Swift to excite admiration, «f* 
paflion which by frequent converfe was foftened into^^' 
complacency, and complacency was at length ixli- ^ 
proved into love. Love itfelf, perhaps, was in thb > 
cafe complicated with vanity, which would have beeA - 
hi^ly gratified by an alliance with the firfl wit of - 
the age ; and thus what neither could have effected ' 
alone, was done by the joint effort of both, and ihe ^ 
ventured to make the dodor a propofal of marriage!^ 
It is probable, that his connexions with Mrs. JcbM' 
fon at this time were fuch, that he could not with 
honour accept this propofal, whatever pleafure or 
advanuge it might promife ; however, it is certain, 
he declined it, though without afligning any other 
engagement as the reafon. 

He appears firft to have afFefted to believe her in 
jcft, then to have rallied her on fo whimfical a choice, 
and atlaft to have put her off without an abfolutere- 
fufal,perhaps, partly, becaufehe was unwilling togivt 
her pain, and partly, becaufe he could not refufc her 
with a good grace, otherwife than by difcovering fome 
particulars which he was willing to conceal. ^Vhile hef 
was in this fituation, he wrote the poem called Gf- 
denus and Varuffa^ the principal view of which feems 
to have been at once to compliment and to rally her, 
to apologize for his condudt, and Ibften a tacit de* 
nial, by leaving the event undetermined. 

This poem appears to have been writa*n about die 
year 1 7 1 3, a fhort time before he left Vaneffa and the 
reft of his friends in England^ and returned to the 
place of his exile, which he always mentioned with 
regret. 

In the year 17 14, Mrs. Vanbomrlgb died, and* 
having lived at an expence much greater than her for* 
tune would bear, (he left fome debts unpaid. 

Her two daughters, whofe fortunes (he had aH!>' 
leflcned, fhe appointed joint executrixes of her will, 
an office which however troublefomc the fituation of 
J their 
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afiaks obliged them to accept; it appean too, 
dot chey had contracted fome debts in their own 
Bglic, which it was not in their power immediately 
i^pay, and therefore to avoid an arreft they followed 
i|ie dean into Ireland. 

Upon his arrival to take pofTefllon of his deanery^ 
and his return after the queen's death, he was received, 
according to the account of lord Orrery and 
Afr. Dcane Swift y with ever)' pofTible mark ^:^' *"^» 
cf contempt and indignation, efpecially by ^^' 
Ac pc^lace, who not only reviled and curfed him, 
but pelted him with ftones and dirt as he palled along 
tbeftreets. The author of the obfervations, j r q^ 
OD the contrary, affirms, that he was received ^' ' ** 
by all ranks of men, not only with kindnefs, but ho- 
nour, the tones being then in fiill power, as well in 
Ireland as in England^ and Szuifi^s fervice to the church 
and credit at court being well known. This indeed 
was true, when he went to take^iTeiTion ; but when 
he returned to his deanery, the power of the tories 
and the dean's credit at court were at an end ; cir- 
cumftances which might wxU caufe the rabble at lead 
to foi^t his fervices to the church ; it is certain that 
great clamour was then raifed by the new men againft 
die late miniftry with whom S^-iviff had been cloiely 
connected •, they were charged with a defign to bring 
in the pretender, and the fame defign was confequently 
imputed to5t£7///, whom it was therefore confidered by 
fome as a qualification for preferment to revile and 
oppoie : which party the mob took, whofe fault it 
has never been to coincide implicitly with a court, 
pofterity muft judge for thcmfelves j but it leem^ 
probable that thefe accounts however contradictory 
may both be true, and that Swift at this time might 
be the Sacbeveral of Ireland^ followed by the mob of 
one taction with execrations, and by the other with 
(bouts of applaufe. 
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It is however agreed that the archbifhop of DuUtH 
and fome of his old friends in the chapter fet them* 
felves againft his meafures with all their force, and 
laboured to difappoint him in the exercife of his power 
by every art of oppofition and delay. But whatever 
prejudice they had conceived againft him was foon 
removed, by the difinterefted integrity of his con- 
dud, which was fo apparent and ftriking, that they 
ibon regarded him with refpeft and veneration, and 
almoft implicitly acquiefced in whatever he propofed. 

This removal from England to Ireland was the great 
event which determined the colour of his life, bound- 
ed his views, and (hewed him at once what he might 
poflefs, and for what he might hope. 

There is a time when ever)' man is ftruck with a 
fenfe of his mortality, and feels the force of a truth 
to which he has confcnted merely from cuftom with- 
out confidering its certainty, or importance. This 
time feldom happens in the chearful fimplicity of in- 
fancy, or in the nrft impatience of youth, when * the 
world is all before us,* when every objed has the 
force of novelty, and every dcfire of pleafure receives 
auxiliar (Irength from curioflty ; but after the firll 
heat of the race, when we ftop to recover from our 
fatigue, we naturally confider the ground before us, 
and then perceive that at the end of the courfc arc 
clouds and darknefs ; that the grave will foon inter- 
cept our perfuit of temporal felicity, and that, if we 
cannot ftretch to the goal that is beyond it, we run in 
vain, and fpend our ftrength for nought. Greydif*^ 
appointments which change our general plan, and 
make it neceflary to enter the world as it were a fe- 
cond time, feldom fail to alarm us with the brevity 
of life, and reprefs our alacrity by precluding our 
\hopes. 

The dean whether by the vigour and aflivity of 
his imagination, the multitude of his ideas, or the ar- 
dour of nis purfuits, efcaped the force of this thought, 
3 till 
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till his fetreac to Ireland on the death of the queen ; 
and then indeed it came upon him with better to 
fiich influence that after fifteen years it con-^ BoUng^ 
flantly recurred when he firft awaked in hroke^Pop§ 
die morning, and was not difmifled till he ^©l-ix.p. 
a^aun began to fleep. '^^* 

As loon as he was fettled at Dublin^ Mrs. Jobnfon re- 
moved from the country to be near him, but they 
flill lived in ieparate houfes ; his refidence was at the 
deanery, and her*s in lodgings, on the other fide of 
the river Ufy. 

The dean kept two publick days every week, 
and, chough the circle of his vifitors is faid at firft 
ID have been fmall, yet, it foon increafed, 
and always confifted of the befl company. "• '°^* 
Thofe who were more particularly the companions of 
his choice, were fuch as would have done honour to 
any chandler; they were the Grattons^ fevcn brothers, 
the fons of doftor Grafton^ a venerable and hofpital 
clergyman, who gave them all a liberal education. 
The eldcft was a jufHce of peace, and lived repuubly 
on his patrimony in the country, another was a phy- 
sician, and another a merchant, both eminent in their 
profeflions ; three others were clergymen who had a 
competent provifion in the church, and the youngeft 
was fellow of Dublin college, and mafterof the great 
froe-fchool at Etinijkilling : They were all perfons of 
great merit, as generally acquainted and as much be- 
loved as any in the kingdom : The Jackfons^ 2l fami- 
ly of which both men and w(^men were genteel, a- 
greeable, and well bred, fuch companions 
ts no wife man ever wanted, if they could 7- ^. ^°» 
be had : Geor;ge Rochford^ and Peter Lud- f °^i„g' 
/pv, men of fortune, learning, wit, humour, 
and virtue : and Mr. Matthew Lord^ deemed the befl 
lay icholar of his time : Thefe, with the fellows of 
the coU^ Dr. fValmeJley, Dr. Heljbanu, Dr. Delany^ 
Dr. &tffcrdj now bilhop oiClayne^ and Dr. Sberridan. 

C Lady 
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Lady EuftacCy Mr». Moore^ lady Btity Rocbfordj and 
Mrs. Ludlow^ with Mrs, Jobnfon^ and her friends 
were the pcrfons with whom Swift fpent his lei- 
fure hours, from the year 1714 to the year 172O9 
a period in which it has been injurioufly faid^ that his 
choice of companions (hewed him of a de- 
Orrery f. ^^y^ xz&c. Thcrc was indeed among his 
*^* companions one perfon who could derive 

00 honour from his lineage, a foundling, whom Swifi 
therefore ufed to call Melcbifcdeck^ becaufe MeUbiJt^ 
dtck is faid to have had neither father nor mother % 
this gentleman's name was H^orraly he was a clei^*- 
man^ a mafter of arts, a reader, and a vicar of his 
cathedral, and mafter of the fong. He was nearly of 
the dean's own ftanding in the college, had good 
fenfe and much humour. He was married to a woman 
of great fprightlinefs, good-nature, and generofity, 
remarkably cleanly, and elegit in her perlon, in her 
houfe and at her table. But there is another parti- 
cular in Mr. ff^arrars charadler which greatly contri- 
buted to his intimacy with the dean. He was a gpod 
walker. The dean ufed this cxercife in an imnKxlerate 
degree, under the notion of its being abfolutely ne*- 
ceffary not to health only, but to cleanlinefs, by keep- 
ing the pores of the (kin clear, and throwing off im- 
purities by perfpiration. Mr. fV^rraFs fituation in the 
church naturally engaged his frequent attendance 
upon the dean ; this attendance commonly ended in 
a walk, and the walk in their dining together either 
at Mr. fForraPs or at the deanery -, the dean, being % 
fmgle man, was oftener a gueft to Mr. lyorrMl^ than Mr. 
fForral was a gueft to him -, and this brouglu on an a- 
greement, that the dean (hould dine with him when- 
ever he would at a certain rate, and invite as -many 
friends as he pleafed upon the fame ternrs. This 
gentleman is lately dead, and left a large fum of mo- 
D SzQQ "^y ^^ ^ difpofed of to publick charities 
7. R. 92! ^^ *c difcretion of his executors i 500 L 
2 of 
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«f wj^kb was amropriat^ to the dean's hpfpital. 

Tbc 4can, wbcn he firft fettl^ at Dutlm^ waf 

m MK) » fituation which ill fuited his fpi- j ^ 

jpit. Bad determined him to ^ ievere ceco- ' ^ * 

mmf9 ^th which this agrediKnt with fVorral wel) 

'^B&nL On his publidrdays however the dignity of 

Iw Ibttion was fuftained with the utmoft elegance an^ 

^soorum, under the dire^on of Mrs. John/on^ wh9 

yet aroeared in the circle without any charader di- 

Aioft m>m the reft of the company. She was hpwr 

(Cver- frequently invited with the dean, whether to 

fntcrtaimnents or parties of pleafures, though not fo 

jiencrally as if ihe had been his wife ; fhe vUiced and 

fcoeivedvilitsasfarasthepradiceisamere 

ikual of good breeding. Her friendfhips ' ^^' 

feem to have been ftill among the men, but fhe was 

treated with great politenefs by the ladies. 

Thedean'smind had been now fo filled with politic^ 
that he found it imprafbicable to excel as a preacher, 
]iis firft and mdft laudable ambition ; and frequently 
declared that, though he fometimes attempted to ex* 
ert himfelf in the pulpit, yet he could never 
lUe higher than preaching pamphlets. He ^" ^'* 
was however ftill a good dean and a ^>od prieft ; he 
npljed himfelf to the care of his deanery, his cathe^ 
inly its regulations, its income and oecpnomy, with 
l^cait diligence *, he renewed the primitive pradice of 
«lebrating the holy conimunion every Sunday ; and at 
ihis iacrament he was not only conftantly prefent, 
doc he cpnfccrated and adminifbrred it with his own 
hao^ in a manner equally graceful ai>d devout ; he 
atteiided at church every morning, and generally 
fi0M^h€d in his turn^ he alfb conftantly attended the 
irfoffinanc^of the anthem on z Sunday night, though 
\ 4kl not underftand mvific, to fee that the chpir did 
Df- Aeg^e^ {heir duty. 
I -As to hifi imployment at home, he foems to have 
t . jpil Jio)¥fm to apply hiipfi^f ;p flujjy of >ny >ind» 
I • C a but 
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but to have refigned himfelf wholly to fuch amufc* 
ments as offered, that he might not think of his fitu- 
ation, the misfortune of his friends, and the difap^ 
pointment of his hope ^ fuch at lead is the account 
that he gives to Mr. Gay^ in his letter dated Jatmary 8* 
i)r22-3 : 1 was three years, fays he, reconciling myfelf 
to the fcene and bufinefs to which fortune hath con- 
demned me, and ftupidity was what I had recouHe to. 
It has been fuggefted that the acquainunce he fell 
into with men oflearning, made it necefTary for him 
about this time to review his Greek and 
7. .101. i^fijf^ jin^j obtain fome acquaintance with 
church hiflory ; but furely he who had ftudied eight 
hours a day for fcven years, or, according to Mr. 
Deane Swifts ten hours a day for nine year$« 
r. 5.271, }^^ ^i^Q j^^j j^^^ ^j extrafted the fathers 

^^^' *' ' more than fixtccn years before, had little oc- 
cafion to review his Latimnd Greeks or acquaint him- 
felf with church hiflory, lefl he fhould not fufhun htt 
character among learned men •, for, except it be pre- 
tended that others were able to acquire more know- 
ledge in lefs time and with lefs labour, it muft be 
allowed that S^jusfi was likely to be always the moft 
knowing of his company. Lord Orrery fays, that he 
was little acquainted with the mathematics, and ne- 
ver confidercd the fcience except as an ob- 
Orrery, 7, j^ q£ rfdiculc ; but thc author of the 04- 
fervations affirms on the contrary that he 
had acquired confidcrable mathematical knowledge^ 
• and that he had fcen him more than once 
^' '^' undertake to lolvc an algebraic problem hf 
arithmetic. 

The firfl remarkable event of his life that occurred 
after his fettltment at the deanery was his marriage to 
Mrs. JobnfoH after a moft intimate friendfhip of more 
than fixteen years \ this was in the year 1716, and the 
ceremony was performed by Dr. Afoe^ then bifhop of 
CUgber^ to whom the dean had been a pupil in 7W- 
3 w<jr 
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Mff CMge^ IMUn. But, whateyer wtfre P^^^tlct- 
dK mod ves of this marriage, the dean and <m, 4. 
tlK hdy continued to live afterwards juft in the iame 
flMoner as they had lived before. Mrs. DmgUy was 
iil die iniqiarabk companion of SteOa^ whecever ihe 

i and Ihe never refided at the deanery except 
die dean was ieized with violent fits of giddi- 

which Ibmetimes lafted near a month. 

Till diis time he had continued his vifits to Vanejfa^ 

wlio» thoudi (he had fufiered very great pecuniary 

lofles^ had yet preferved her reputation and her 

£»* flie was vifited by many perfons of rank^ 

and fortune of both itxts ; particularly 

CmiMfj a lady of very high repuudon, the late 

excellent biflhop of ClaynCy the late 
jiK%e Lmdfofy and die lord chief juftice ^•^•*^'- 
MtHtf. The dean appears ftill to have preferved the 
chanAerof her preceptor, to have direded her pro- 
gpds in literature, and explained and illuftrated the au« 
chofs (he had read \ but loon after his marriage he vi- 
fited heron another account, he went as an advocate 
fiv ykc. dean fVhUer^ whom he took with him, a gende* 
man who was a profeffed admirer ofVaneffa^ and had 
nade her ibme overtures of marriage ; but, though he 
had an eftate of near eight hundred pounds a year, 
bdUea three hundred pounds a year preferment in 
Aediurch, yet Vaneffa rejeded thepropofal 
■I foch terms as that it was never repeated. ^* ^-^^h 
ShewasalibaddreffirdbyDr.PnV^whowas ^ ^' 
jftcTwards archbiihop of CaftieU^ but mchout fuc* 
cc6. From this dme the dean's vifits were much 
left firquenL In the year 1 7 1 7, her fifter died, and, 
dK wh^ remains of the family fortune being then 
CBBKred in Vaneffa^ (he reared to Selbridgtj a fmall 
hoi^b and efbte, about 12 miles diftance from Dub^ 
fib idiich had been pu jiaied by her father. 
From d p : f ote frequendy to the dean, 
id he anl XA :ters : in thefe letters (he (hU 

C 5 prtflcd^ 
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prefTcd him to marry her, and in his anfwers he ftill 
rallied, and ftill avoided a pofitive denial. At length, 
however, fhe infifted with great ardour and great 
tendemefs upon his pofitive and immediate accep* 
tance or refufal of her as a wife. The dean wrote 
an anfwer, and delivered it with his own hand. 

As this letter of Vanejfa\ which was written in 
1723, is a demonftration that fhe was then utterly 
ignorant of the dean's marriage with Stella^ and as 
ftie appears to have known it almoft immediately af- 
terwands, it is probable that the dean's anfwer com- 
niunicated the tatal fecret, which at once precluded 
all her hopes, and accounted for his former condud ; 
it is probable too, that the refentment which he felt 
at having it thus extorted from him, was 
Q^j * ^' the caufe of the manner in which he dcH- 
78. ' vered the letter, for having thrown it down 
upon her table, he hafted back to his 
)ior(e, and returned immediately to Dublin. 

This letter the unhappy lady did not furvivc 
piany weeks ; however, me was fufficiently compo- 
fed to cancel a will that (he had made in the dean's 
favour, and to make another, in which (he left her 
fortune, which long retirement and frugality had in 
a great meafure reftored, to her two executors. Dr. 
Berkeley y the bi(hop of Cloyne^ and Mr. Marfijally one 
of the king's ferjeants at law, gentlemen who(c cha- 
faftcrs are excellent in the higheft degree. 

Such was the fate of Vaneffa^ and furcly thole 
whom pity could not reftrain from being diligent to 
load her memory with reproach, to conltrue appear- 
ances in the worft fcnfc, to aggravate folly into rice, 
and diftrcfsinto infamy, have not much exalted their 
own character, or ftrengthencd their daim to the 
candour of others. If Vantffa^ by her fondneli for 
the gaieties of life, encouraged by the example, and, 
perhaps, influenced by the authority of a mother, 
jeflened her fortune at an age when few have been 

difcrcct. 
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iteumotbei licd diat fhc retrieved it by 

and crcoDomyt at an age when many have 

locd diflhlmr, ai is frugal after the habit 

;hadiiiadefru( ity difficult ; if (he could 

a paffion which has tyranniied over the 
and puicft minds, ihe does not ^pptzr to 

i that it was criminal, or to have defired 
•Imi it migjhi: be unlawfully gradfied. She preiled a 
watm whom flie believed Angle to marry her, but 
M does not therefore follow, that ihe was his con- 
cnbine^ mwik leis that (he defired to be lepu^ 
fo^ and was then fbUidtous to incur the ii^amy 
wrUch has been fince thrown upon her. It cannot 
fcdy be believed that the (bamelels and reputed 
OMicubine, even of Swift j would have been vifited 
bf ladies of credit and fafliion, or follicited in mar- 
liage by two dergyraen of eminence and fortune, to 
vAom her ftory and charader muft have been well 
Imown : belid». Dr. Berkeley^ after having carefully 
pcmfed all the letters that pafled between them which 
Fgm^a direded to be publifhed, with the poem, 
fomd diat they contained nothing that could bring 
the kaft di%race upon the dean-, her's, indeed, were 
All of paflionate declararions of her love ; his con- 
tained only compliments, excufes, apologies, and 
thanks for triffing pre&nts. There was not in either 
the leaft trace of a criminal commerce, which, if 
there had been any fuch, it would, in fo long za n- 
ancourfe, have been extremely difficult to avoid ; and, 
if Ihc defiled to be reputed his concubine, 
it cannot be fuppofed that (he concealed ^'l\^^ 
ULj letter which would have proved that 122, 123! 
Ihe was (q, efpecially as it would have gra- 
lified her refentmcnt againft him, for refufuig to 
make her his wife. 

If it appears, therefore, that there was no criminal 
commerce between them, and, that (he did not defire 
tbfc world fhoukl believe there had been any, it fol- 

C 4 Vov^ 
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i 
lows from her direaing the publication of the poem^ \ 
of which, perhaps, (he poffeffed the only copy, that, ' 
in her fenfe of the verfes, none of thfcm implied 4 
fadt which would difhonour her memory. And thta 

appears alfo to have been the opinion of 
JR. 123. her executors, who though they fupprcflec} 

the lettersf, becaufe they contained nothing 
that could do her honour, yet publifhcd the poem, by 
which, it mull therefore be fuppofed, they did not 
(hink fhe would be difgraced. 

It has indeed been faid, that Vanejfa^ from the 
?ime fhe was defertcd ' devoted herfelf, like yfWijiw, 

to Bacchus ' and perhaps it is true that ii| 
J,R. 123. the an^ifli of d^appointed defire (he bad 

recourle to that dreadful c^iate which never 
fails to complicate difeafe with trouble, to leave the 
fufferer more wretched when its operation is at an end^ 
to divide life into frenzy and defpair, and at once to 
haflen the approach, and increafe the terrors of death. 
But it cannot be thought, that when (he made her wilf, 
fhe was either intoxicated or delirious, becaufe the 
pcrfeft exercife of reafon is eflential to the validity of 
the aft. No particular of her diftrefs, therefore, cai| 
weaken the arguments drawn from the diredion in her 
will to publi(b the poem and the letters, of which the 
gratification of her vanity was fo evidently the mo- 
tive, that it is difficult to conceive how it could be 
overlooked. 

From 1716 to 1720 is a chafm in the dean's life, 
which it has been found difficult to fill up. That he 
had no need to repeat his college excrcifes, has been 

fliewn already •, and that, in this interval, 
-^ '®'' he went through a voluminous courie of 
eccje(iaftical hiftory, feems farther improbable, by 
a letter to lord BoUngbroke^ dated April 5, 1729, in 
which It appears^ that he was then reading Baronius^ 
fnd fiarpnius was the only piece of church hiftory 
that was found in his library. |^ord Orrery thinks, 

witli 
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with great reaibn, that he employed this time upon 
Gtdliver'^ Travels. 

The author of the Obfervations^ indeed, fuppofes 
the dean*s genius to be verging towards a decline, 
in the year 1723, and that GuUiver^s Travels were 
written after that time ; but in both thefe Aippoli- 
tions he is probably miftaken ; though in the former 
he ieems to be favoured by a pafTage in a letter writ* 
fen by the dean himfelf to Mr. Pope^ dated Sept. 2O9 
1723. 

That his genius was not declining in 1723, ap- 
pears by the Draper's letters, which were not writ- 
t^till 1724; and of thefe the Obfervatar himfelf 
fiiys, ^ his genius never fhone out in greater ftrength 
« than on that and the fubfequent occafions \ a truth 
which is univerfally acknowledged. That Gulliver^s 
Travels were written before that time is equally evi- 
dent, for Swifi went into the north of Ireland early 
in the ipring of 1725, and, in a letter to 
doftor Sberridan^ during his refidence there ^ ^^^* 
be puts him in mind of his defcription of '* *^* 
the Takoos^ fo that Sberridan muft have feen the ym- 
vels in manufcript, at leaft, in the year 1 724. The 
dean alfo, in a letter to Mr. Pope^ dated Sept. 29, 
1725, fays, O! if the world had but a dozen yfr- 
kuthmts in it, I would burn my Travels. It may 
reafbnably be concluded, therefore, that his Travels 
were then all written, and that at this time he was 
reviewing and retouching them for the prefs, efpecially 
as they were publiihed in 1726; and as he was other- 
wife employed in 1724, they muft have been written, 
at leaft, before 1723. 

Upon the whole, perhaps, it is not aq extrava- 
gant conje£ture, that having, according to his own 
account, wholly neglected his ftudies for the firft 
three years ot his refidence at the deanery, and 
indulged the refentment which his difappointments 
bad produced till it could be contaijied nQ longer. 
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he conceived the firft notion of expreffing it in fuch 
a manner as might correft the enormities which ho 
expofed ; and with this view immediately began his 
Travels f of which the firft copy was, probably, fi'* 
nillied before the year 1720. 

About this time the dean, who had already ac* 
quired the charafter of a humourift and a wit, was 
firft regarded with general kindnefs, as the patriot of 
Ireland. He wrote a propofal for the univerfal ufe 
of Irijb manufaftures ; a traft, which as it was ap- 
parently calculated for the fervice of Ireland, and zca- 
loufly condemned a facrifice of intereft to England^ 
made him very popular ; but this fervice would not, 
perhaps, have been fo long and fo zealoufly remem* 
bered, if a profecution had not been commenced a- 
gainft the printer*. As foon as this meafure was 
taken, the importance of the work was eftimated by 
the diligence of the government to fupprefs it, and 
the zeal and integrity of the writer were meafuredby 
the danger he had incurred. No publick notice, 
however, was taken of the dean on this occafion ; 
and fVatersj the printer, after having been long har^ 
rafledandimprifoned, atlength obtained a ir^/f/^^T/^mi. 

The dean did not again appear in his political cha- 
rafter till the year 1724. A patent having been ini- 
quitoufly procured by one fVocd to coin 1 80,000 1. 
in copper, for the ufe of Ireland, by which he would 
have acquired exorbitant gain, and proportionably 
impoverilhed the nation, the dean, in the charaftcr 
of a Draper, wrote a feries of letters to the people, 
urging them not to receive this copper money. 
Thefe letters united the whole nation in his praiie, 
filled every ftreet with his effigies, and every voice with 
acclamations ; and H^ood, though he was long fup- 
ported by thofe who proftitutcd the hieheft delegated 
authority to the vilcft purpofcs, was at length compel- 

* See Vol. X. p. 1. Sec the letters and notes, V ol. X. 

led 
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led to withdraw bis patent, and his money was to- 
tally fuppreficd 

Upon the arriTal of lord Carteret j foon after the 
publication of the fourth letter, feveral paflfages were 
ielcdxd as fufficient ground for a profecution, and 
his excellency and council publifhed a proclamation, 
offering 300 1. reward for a difcovery of the author. 
This proclamation gave the dean a remarkable op- 
portunity to illuftrate his charader. It happened 
that his butler, whom he had employed as his ama- 
. nuenfis, and who alone was trufted with the fecrct, 
went out in the afternoon of the day of the procla- 
mation, without leave, and (laid abroad the whole 
night and part of the next day. There was great rea- 
fon to fufpedl that he had made an information, and 
having received his reward, would never return. 
The man, however, came home in the evening, and 
the dean was advifed by his friends to take no notice 
<^his fault, left he (hould be provoked to a breach of 
truft, from the dread of which his return had juft 
delivered them. But rtie dean rejefted this coun- 
fel with the utmoft difdain, and, commanding the 
man into his prefence, ordered him immediately to 
ftrip off his livery and leave the houfe. You villain, 
(aid he, I know •! am in your power, and for that 
very reafon I will the lefs bear with your infolencc 
or negleft. 

The man, in very fubmiflive terms, confefled that 
be had been drinking all night, and intreated to be 
forgiven, but Swift was inexorable ; he then begged 
that he might be confined in fome part of the houfe 
fo long as the proclamation could intitle him to any 
reward, left when he was driven from his fervice, 
and deftitute of another, the temptation might be too 
ftrong for his virtue, and his diftrefs might involve 
him in a crime which he moft abhorred. Swift^ how- 
ever, was ftill inexorable, and the man was difmif- 
ffd. During all the time of danger, Su;ift obftinate- 



44 AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

ly refufed to contribute one farthing towards his fup- 
port, nor could he be perfuaded to fee his face; but 
when the time limited in the proclamation was ex- 
pired, he was permitcd to return to his fervice. Soon 
afterwards he was called haftily up by the dean, 
who, without any preface, again ordered him to 
ftrip off his livery, put on his own cloaths, and 
then come to him again. The poor fellow, though 
he was greatly aftonifhed at this proceeding, knew 
Swift too well to cxpoftulate, and therefore, with 
whatever reluftance, did as had been commanded. 
When he returned, the dean ordered the other fcr- 
vants to be called up, who immediately attended, 
cxpedbing that the butler was to be difmiffed in ter- 
rorem^ and that they (hould be warned in very fc- 
vere terms of his offence. Suifi^ as foon as they had 
ranged themfelves before him, ordered them to take 
notice, that Robert was no longer his fervant ; he is 
now, faid the dean, Mr. Blakefyj the verger of St. 
Patrick^s cathedral, a place which I give him as a 
reward for his fidelity. Theyalue of this place is be- 
tween thirty and forty pounds a year •, how- 
D,S. 190. gy^j.^ Robert would not quit his mailer, but 
continued to be his butler fome years afterwards. In 
this inftance the dean exercifed his pride, his fortitude, 
and his equity, in a manner peculiar to himfelf *, and 
though there are many who would equally have re- 
warded fuch fidelity, there are few who would have 
ventured to wait the iifue of fo fevere and dangerous 
a probation. 

From this time the dean*s influence in Ireland was 
almoft without bounds, he was confulted in whatever 
related to domeftic policy, and in particular to trade. 
The weavers always confidered him as their patron 
and le^iflator, after his propofal for the ufe of Iri/b 
manufaAures, and came frequendy in a body to re- 
ceivf his advice in fettling the rates of their ftuflfs, 
4nd the wages of their journeymen j and when elec- 
tions 
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tions were depending for the city of Dublin^ many 
corporations refufed to declare themfelves, till they 
knew his fentiments and inclinations. Over the po* 
pulace he was the moil abfolute monarch that ever 
governed men, and he was regarded by perfons of 
every rank with veneration and efteem. 

It appears by many of his writings, that he lived 
in great friendfhip and familiarity with lord Cartertt 
during his lieutenancy, notwithllanding his lordlhip 
had figned the proclamation to difcover him, as the 
writer of the Draper's Letters. Swifty indeed, remon- 
ftrated againft this proceeding, and once afked his 
fenUhip how he could concur in the profecution of a 
poor honeft fellow, who had been guilty of no othev 
crime than that of writing three or tour letters for the 
inftrudion of his neighbours, and the good of his 
country ; to this oueftion his excellency elegantly 
replied, in the woras of Virgil, 

• Regm novitas me talia cogit 

MoUri. — 
He was equally diligent to recommend his friends to 
lord Carteret as he had been to recommend 
them to lord Oxford^ and he did it with the * * ^^o- 
lame dignity and freedom ^ Pray, my lord, faid he, 
one day, have you the honour to be acquainted with 
the Grattons ? My lord anfwered he had not ; Why 
then, pray, my lord, faid Swift^ take care 
to obtain it-, it is of great confequence : the -^ ' ' 9>' 
GrattmSj my lord, can raife ten thoufand men. He 
obtained a living for his friend Dr. Sherri- 
dan^ and he recommended feveral others of ^^ ^g * 
whom he knew nothing but that they were 
good men. 

He ufed alfo to remonftrate with great freedom ar 
gainft fuch meafures as he difapproved, and lord Car- 
teret having gained the advantage of him in fome dif- 
putc concerning the diftrefles ot Ireland^ he cried out 
m a violent paffion, What the vengeance brought you 

among 
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lunong us ? Get you gone, get you gone ; pray God 
y ^ Almighty fend us our boobies back agaun y 

^' ' *^* a reply whic)i (hewed at once the turn, the 
iVrength, and the virtue of his mind, as it wa& a fine 
compliment to the force of reafon, by which he had 
been juft foiled, and was expreifed with all the vehe- 
mence of his temper, and all the peculiarity of his wit« 
He was feveral times in England on a vifit to Mr. 
PopCy after his fcttlement at the deanery, particularly 
in the years 1726 and 1727. 

There is a paffage in one of his letters to Dr. Sberri^ 
dan^ during his vidt in 1726, by which it appears, 
that he then had fuch an offer of a fettlement, in 
the midft of his friends, within twelve miles of Lon- 
don^ as, if he had been ten years younger, he would 
gladly have accepted : But I am now, fays he, too 
old for new fchemes, and efpecially fuch as would bri- 
dle me in my freedoms and liberalities. He 
Sec vol. j^^j jilfo an invitation from lord Bolingbroki 
20-.^° ' to fpend a winter with him at his houfe^on- 
the banks of the Loire in France ; and thi» 
he would have accepted, but that he received an ac- 
count from Ireland^ that Mrs. John/on was dangerou^ 
ly ill: 

Mrs. Jobnfon^ conftitution was tender and deli- 
cate, and, as the dean himfelf fays, (he had not the 
Sec Lett ft^^i^^ '^'^^'^ i in the year 1724, fhc began 
xxi. vol. vifibly to decay, and, in the year 1726, waft 
xii. p. thought to be dying. The dean received 
*^^- the news with agonies not to be felt but 

by the tendered and moft ardent friendfliip, nor con- 
ceived but by the moft lively imagination, and im- 
mediately hafted back into Ireland. 

It happened, however, that Mrs. Jobnfon^ contra- 
ry tb the opinion of her phyfician, recovered a mo- 
derate fhare of health, and the dean, probably, to 
compleat fome defign which in his hafte he had left 
uniinifhedy returned again to England in 1727. 

From 
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F^rom England he was once more about 
CO fst out for Frmu€ upon lord Bolingbroke's ^iTiu 
invitation, when news arrived of the king's 
deadi. 

He had attended the late queen while fhe was prin- 
ceft in his former excurfions to England^ and he had 
ieen her twice in one week by her royal highnefs's 
command in this : fhe had always treated the dean 
with great civility, and the dean had treated her with 
lus ufual and peculiar franknefs. The third day af- 
ter the news of the late king's death, he attended at 
court, and kified the king and the queen's hand upon 
their acceffion, and was blamed by his friends for de- 
ferring it fo long. 

What profped he had of a change in publick af- 
£urs on this event, or of any advantage which luch a 
change might produce to himfelf or his friends^ does 
not appear, but he was earnedly intreated to delay his 
journey ; and, when he had again determined to fet 
out, he was upon fome new incidents again prevailed 
upon not to go, by the vehenient perfuafion of fome 
peHbns, whom, he fays, he could not difobey. Ma- 
ny fchemes were propofed, in which he was eagerly 
ibllidted to engage, but he received them coldly; 
not as it appears bccaufe he was determined no more 
to enter into publick life, but btcaufe the fchemes 
thcm&lves were fuch as he did not approve : how- 
ever, in the fame letter, in which he fays, that, if the 
king had lived ten days longer, he fhould not have 
dated it from LcndcHj but Paris y he fays, that his 
fliarc in the hurry of the time would not be long, 
and that he Ihould foon return. 

He was foon after feized with one of his fits of 
g^ldinefs and deafnefs, a calamity which was great- 
iy a^ravated by the news that Mrs. Jobnfon was a- 
eun fo ill, that the phyficians defpaired of her !iic. 
Upon this occafion he relapfcd into the agonies oi 
•mind which he had felt the year before ; he expected 

bv 
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by the next poll to hear that (he was dead, indi iil<« 
treated that he m^ht be told no particulars, but tht 
event in general, for that, his age being then within 
three months of fixty, his weaknefs and his friend- 
ihip would bear no more. As he defpaired of lee* 
ing her alive, he determined not to return to Ireland 
{o foon as he had intended, but to pafs the winter ei- 
ther near Salifimry- Plain j or in France. That he might 
not be interrupted by company, and condemned to 
the torment of fupprefling his forrow, to prefervc 
the rules of good breeding, he quitted the houfe of 
Mr. Pope at Twickenham^ and retired to a villas^ 
near London^ with a female relation for his nurfe. 
The next letter that he received, he kept an hour in 
his pocket before he could fufficiently fortify him- 
felf aninft the fhock which he expeded when he 
Ihould open it : however, as Stella^ life ebbed by 
flow d^rees, and fometimes feemed at a ftand, if not 
to flow, his hope of a parting interview revived, and 
he fet out for Ireland as foon as he was able to traveh 

He found her alive, but, after having languifhed 
about two months longer, Ihe expired on the 28th of 
January^ ijijj in the 44th year of her age, r^^ret- 
ed by the dean with fuch excefs of aflleAion and cf- 
teem as the keenefl: fenflbility only could feel, amd 
the moft excellent charafter excite. 

Beauty, which alone has been the objeft of uni- 
fal admiration and defire, which alone has elevated 
the poflefibr from the loweft to the higheft ftanon^ 
has given dominion to folly, and armed caprice with 
the power of life and death, was in Stella only the 
ornament of intelledhial greatnefs -, and wit, whidi 
has rendered deformity lovely, and conferred honour 
upon vice, was in her only the decoration of fuch 
virtue^ as without either wit or beauty would have 
compelled aficftion^ efteem, and reverence. 

Her ftature was tall, her hair and eyes black, her 
wws^aamti bix and delicate, her features rq;ular» 

folt. 
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feft, and animated, her fhape eafy and elegant, and 
Jier manner feminine, polite, and gracctul; there 
was a natural mufick in her voice, and a pleafing 
complacency in her afped: when (he (poke. 

Ai CO her wit, it was confefled by all her acquain- 
tance, and particularly by the dean, that (he never 
&iled CO (ay the beft thing chat wis (aid whenever (he 
was in company, though her companions were ufu- 
ally per(0ns of the beft underftanding in the kingdom. 
But this dangerous power was under the diredion 
of fuch fwcetnefs of temper, fuch general kindnc6, 
and rcludance co give pain, chat ihe never indulged 
it at the expence of another. 

Neither was her wit merely of the colloquial kind ^ 
(he had great (brce of poetical fancy, coold rangp 
her thoughts in a regular compofition, and exprefs 
them in corred and harmonious verfc \ of her wit in 
converfation ibme inftances will be found in vol. xii. 
under the name of Boms Mots^ and two fpecimens of 
ker poetry are added as an appendix to this trad. 
Her virtue was founded upon humanity, and her 
religion upon reafon ; her morals were uniform, but 
not rigid, and her devotion was habitual, but not 
oftentatious. 

Why the dean <Ud not fooner many this mofl ex- 
cellent perfon ; why he married her at all ; why his 
marriage was fo cautioufly concealed, and why he 
was never known to meet her but in the prclcncc of 
a tiurd perfon, are enquiries which no man can an- 
fwer, or has attempted to anfwer without abfurdi- 
ty, and are therefore unprofit^le objeds of fpecu- 
ladon. 

His peculiar connexion with Mrs. Jobnfon docs, 
indeed, appear to have been fufpeded, if not known, 
hy his particular acquainunce : One of whom had 
the courage, indiredly, to blame his condud fe* 
^rtral times, by fetting before him the example of a 
dcrgynun of diftingui(hed merit, who married near- 
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ly in the fame circumftances *, but, inftead of con^ 
y j^r^ cealing his marriage, retired into thrifty 
^ '" ^" lodgings till he had made a provifion for 
his wife, and then returned to the world, and became 
eminent for his holpitality and charity. 

The dean, whether moved by thefe reprefentad- 
ons, or whether by any other motive, did at length 
eameftly defire that (he might be publickly owned 
as his wife -, but as her health was then dc- 
j. R. 56. ^ij^jng^ and his oeconomy become more 
fevere, (he (aid it was itoo late^ and infilled that they 
flioold continue to live as they had lived before ; 
7 J? 288 ^ ^^^ ^^'^ dean, in his turn, conlented, 
^ ' ' and fufiered her to difpofe intirdv of her 
own fortune by her own name to a publick charity 
when Ihc died. 

It apoears by feveral little incidents, that Sielh 
rcgrettea and cUfapproved the dean's condud, and 
thatfhe fometimes reproached him with unkindneis ; 
for to fuch regret and reproach he certainly alludes 
in the following veries on her birth-day, in 1 726 : 

O, then, whatever Heav'n intends, 

Take pity on your pitying friends : 

Nor let your ills affeU your mind^ 

To fancy they can be unkind \ 

Me J furefyj me you ought to [pare ^ 

Who gladly would your fufterings fliam. 

It feems, indeed, to be generally agreed, chat 
Stella was deftroyed by the peculiarity of her drcum- 
ftances, and that the fabrick, however weak by die 
delicacy of it5 compofition, would not have fallen fo 
foon, if the foundation had not been injured by die 
flow minings of regret and vexation. 

But it is alfo generally allowed that, in this in* 
ftmce as in exxry other, the dean's intention was up« 
r^t, though his judgment might be enoMOin 1 

«9d 




LIFE CXP Dr. SWIFT, 51 

and, whatever cenfure hi& behaviour to Stella may 
draw ^pon him, it muil infure him fome praife, and 
lecurc him againft fome calumny, for it is a demon- 
ftration that he was the abfolute mailer of thofe paf- 
fions, by which the ^eateft have been inflaved, and 
the beft fometimes corrupted ; and, if he could ab- 
ihun from gratifying thefe paflions with a lady 
whom he mod admired, after the gratification waa 
become lawfuU he cannot with any appearance of 
leafon be fuppofed to have indulged the fame paf- 
iion where there was leis beauty to attrad;. and lefs 
affedion to urge, where it would have been attended 
with guilt and infamy, where the motives were lefs 
and the obftacles more. 

From the death of 5/e/i^, his life became much more 
retired, and the aufterity of his temper naturally in- 
creaied ; he couk} not join in the i<x:ial chearfuinefs 
of his publick days, or bear fuch an intrufion upon 
his own melancholy as the chearfulneis of others ^ 
chefe entertainments therefore were difcontinued, and 
he fometimes avoided the company of his moft in- 
timate friends. But, when the lenient hand of time 
had allayed the anguifh of his mind, he feems to have 
r^retted the effedts of its firft violence, and to wilh 
for the return of thofe whom his impatience 2) 5 07 
had banilhed. In the year 1732, he com- 
plains in a letter to Mr. Gay^ that he had a large houfc 
and fhould hardly find one vifitor, if he was not 
able to hire them with a bottle of wine. I generally, 
lays he, dine alone, and am thankful if a friend will 
pafs the evening with me. He complains alio about 
the iame time m a letter to Mr. P^e^ that he was 
in danger of dying poor zttd friendlefsj even his fe- 
male friends having forfaken him ; which, as he fays, 
was what vexed him moil, Thefe complaints were 
sfttrwards rq)eated in a ftrain of yet greater fenfibi- 
fity and iclf-pity : iitf tny friends^i fays he, have for^ 
iiken me. 

D 2 Vtr- 
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Virtiginofus^ iiwps^ furdus^ male gratus Mmicis. 
Deaf, giddy, hclplefs, left aloncj 
To all nty friends a burden grown. 

Yet he confeiles that, though he was lefs patient in 

B S tcQ foli^dc, he was harder to be pleafed with 

company, fo that even now perhaps his bc-» 

haviour did not much invite thofe whom before it 

had driven away. 

His complaint of being forfaken by his female 
friends ihews that at this time his houfe was not a 
conftant feraglio of very virtuous women, who attend- 
ed him from morning till night as my lord Orrery 
has aflertod ( and it fcems to imply that the Obferva^ 
tor b alio miftaken, when he fays, that females were 
rarehf sdmitiedinxo his houfe, and never came but up- 
on very particular invitations. The abfence of perfons 
whom he kept at fuch diftance, and fo rarely admitted, 
couldicarce oe fuppofed to vex him moft\ nor is it eafy 
to conceive in what fcnfe they could be fiuq 
7^ J^.iif, ^Q forfake him, who never came but upon 

^' particular invitation. However, as to tho 

feragUo, the Obfervator affirms in the mod folemn 
manner, and from frequent intercourfe with the dean 
and long intimacy with his molt intimate friends, 
that lord Orrery was grofly mifmformed, and that 
no fuch ever fubfifted ; Mrs. IVbiteway^ a near reIati-» 
on, who came to live with him fome time alter Siilld'% 
death, being the only female ij^ his family except ler-> 
vants. 

As he lived much in fdlitude, he frequently amuled 
himfelf with writing, as appears by the dates of many 
of his pieces which are fubfeouent to thb time i and 
it is very remarkable that although his mind was 
certainly greatly depreffed, and his principal enjoy- 
ment at an end, when Mrs. Jobnfon died, yet there is 
nn air of trifling and levity in fome of the pieces 
^ii<ivich he wrote luterwards, that is hot to be found 

in 
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m any other ; fuch in particular are his dire£Hons to 
fimrants, and feveral of his letters to Dr. Sheridan. 

As he was undoubtedly much more tenderly and 
ftri^y conne£ted with SttUa than with any other wo« 
man, ih his friendfhip feems to have been See his 
more intimate and unreferved with Dr. She- letters oa 
ridan than with any other man ; his letters ^J^^'K 
to him arc evidently the fpontaneous effufi- and from 
on$ of his heart, whether he was chearful ^Artlmr 
or fad, and feem to imply a perfect acquaint- Acbefon'%. 
ance with every peculiarity of his circumftances. 

Dr. Sheridan was a clergyman of confiderable parts 
and great learning ; he had in particular an extenfive 
and critical knowledge of the language andhiftory of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans^ which he taught with 
great fuccef; in a grammar fchool of which he was ma- 
tter; and it was remarked that his fcholars brought to 
the univerfity, not only much learning but good mo- 
rab. Thb gentleman was by nature fuited to Swift as a 
companion in the higheft degree ; he had a vein of 
humour that was a conftantoccafion of merriment, he 
had an abfence of mind, which rendered him a per- 
petual objed of raillery, and an indolent good-nature 
which made him unapt to take offence ^ he was al- 
ways difpofed to be chearful, and therefore readily 
concurred in the entertainment of Swift*% hours of 
pleafantry \ and could without much pain or dilplea- 
fure give way to his petulance, or his coldnefs, in his 
paroxylms of fretfulnefs aad refcrve -, he alfo greatly 
contributed to Swifi^s amufement by little fprightly 
pieces of the inferior kind of poetry, which he was 
always writing ; and yet more to his employment by 
hints and materials which he was every moment 
duowing out. 

With this eafy, negligent, contented creature Swift 

ttifled much of his time as well during Mrs. Jchrtfon^s 

u£t as afterwards; and though there is in general an 
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air of fupcriority in his letters, and might be fonlk- 
times, iA his behaviour, a want of that complacency 
which no £uniliarity ihould exclude ; yet it appears 
that the dean did not hold Sheridan cheap. Sberiddm 
he loved for his own merit, and was content to have 
deferved his love by the intereft of another \ 
Vol XII. (« Stelldy lays he, loved you well, and a great 
*^' (hare of the little merit 1 have with you is 

owing to her follicitations/* 

In the year 1733, when an attempt was made to 
repeal the teft adt in Irelandj the difl^ntcrs often af-. 
feded to call themfelves brother proteftants 
Si* Vol. j^jj^i fellow Cbriftians with the members of 
J. I •^' the eftablilhed church. Upon this occafioA 
the dean wrote a (hort copy of verfes, in 
which there is a paflage that fo provoked one Bet- 
tefworih^ a lawyer^ and member of the Irifb parlia- 
ment, that he fwose in the hearing of many perlons to 
revenge himfelf either by murdering or maiming the 
author : and, for this purpofc, he engaged his toot- 
man with two ruffians to fecure the dean wherever he 
could be found. As foon as this oath and attempt 
oi Bitujw0rth were known, thirty of the nobility and 
gentry of the liberty of St. Pafrick^s waited upoD 
tne dean in form, and pscfcnted a paper fubfcrioed 
with their names, in which they folemnly engaged, ia 
behalf of themfelves and the reft of the liberty, to de- 
fend his peribn and fortune, as the friend and bene- 
fador of his country. 

Such. was the reverence and alFeftion with which 
Swifi was treated in his old a^, not by domeftics or 
dependants whom the hope ot feme future advantage 
might induce to diflemble, but by peifons of rank 
and fortune, with whom he had no connexion, but 
as a benefactor to the publick, and who, as they had 
nothing future to hope, could be prompted only by 
graritude lof the paft, fuch gratitude as was never yei 
3 excited 
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CMOud bot by charadters very diftreat from aAual 
miiaadiropy or fordid felfifhnds. 

When dus paper was delivered, Swifi was in bed 
^ddy aod deaf, having been fome time before feized 
vith one of his fits; but he dictated an anfwer in which 
there is all the dignity of habitual pre-eminence, and 
all the reGgnatioQ of humble piety ; though he acr 
knowledge the klndnefs of his friends, yet he de- 
clared his truft to be in God : he bewailed his incapa- 
dxj to receive and thank them as in juftice and gra« 
cicude he ought ; and concluded with a ihort but pa« 
thetic prayer for their temporal and eternal happi- 
neis. 

Thefe fits of giddinefs and deafnefs, which were 
the efieds of his furfeit before he was twenty years old, 
became more frequent and ngiore violent in proporti-. 
on as he ^rew into years. And in i y^S^ while he was 
writing a fatire on the HJb parliament, which he 
called the L^givn Gubj he was feized with one of 
cheie fits, the efied of which was fo dreadful that 
he left the poem unfiniihed, and never afterwards 
attempted a compofition either in verfe or profe that 
icquiird a couife of thinking, or perhaps more than 
one fitting to finiih. 

From this time his memory was perceived gradu* 
ally to decline, and his paflions to pervert his under- 
ftviding ; a calamity to which many particulars feem 
to have concurred. 

His Iblitude which has been already accounted for, 
prevented the diverfion of his mind by converfation 
urcMn brooding over his difappointments, and aggra- 
vating every injury that he had fuSered by ail the 
circumdlances which ingenious reientmcnt, if it does- 
HOC find, is apt to create : a rdolution which he had 
taken, and to which he obftinately adhered, not to 
wearQ)e£Ucles, precluded the entertaii>ment which he 
m^t othorwife.h^ve found in books, and his gid- 
diacisy though ii waiia mere corporal diforder, pre- 
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Rented the employment of his mind ia compoficioiT. 
In this fituation his thoughts feem to have been con- 
fined to the contemplation of his own mifeiy which 
he felt to be ^at^ and which in this world he kne^r 
to be hopelels ; the feafe of his^ prelent condition wa» 
mceffkriiy complicated with regret of the paft, and 
with refentment both againft thofe by whom he had 
been baniihed, and thofe who had deiertcd him in his 
cxilei A fixed attention to one obje£t long continued 
is known to deftroy the ballance of the mind, and it 
is not therefore ftran^ that Swift (hould by degrees 
become the viftim ot outrageous madncfs. 

That he was weary of lite, appears by many paf- 
fages in his letters and expreflions to his friends. In 
1739, three years- after his menM>ry firft declined, he 
had been ftanding with a clergyman undev a very large 
heavy pier glafs, which, juft as they mofi^cd td another 
part of the room, fell dowivand broke ta pieces. ; the 
clergyman, ftruck with a fenfe of the danger from 
which they had efcapcd, turned to Svf^i and cried 
out. What a mercy it is that we moved the moment 
we did -, for, if we had noty we (hould certainly have 
been killed. The dean replied, that, as to himlelf, he 
was forry he had changed ground, and wifhcd the 
g)cifs had fallen upon him. 

Til} about the time of this accident, though his 
memory was become very dcfcftive, and his paflions 
more violent, yet his converfation was ftill fprightly 
and fenfible, but miagled with more fatire, and that 
fatire was more bitter ; he alfo continued to corre- 
fpond by letter with his friends in England^ particu- 
larly Mr. Ptfpe^ with whom he had contracted arr 
early friendfhip which. continued till his death. It has 
been faid that towaids the end of their lives it grew 
cold, but the dean in a letter to lord Orrery^ which he 
wrote a fhort time before his incapacity, fays, " When 
you fee my dear friend Pope^ tell him I will anfwer 
His letter foon: lUvi him aicvc alltbt reft efmankind.^^ 

lie 
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He hasalfo called Mr. Pope his deareft friend in 
his willy and Mr. Pcpe in a letter which was written 
about the (ame dme makes this requeft : *^ AfTure him 
[the dean] the world has nothing in it I admire fo 
much ; nothing the lofs of which I ihould regret fo 
much as his genius and his virtues." 

In the beginning of the year 1741, his underftand- 
i2igwas fo much infipaired, and his pafTions fo much 
iocreaied, that he was utterly incapable of convcrfati- 
on. Strangers were not permitted to ap- 
proach him, and his friends found it ne- gg'^''^'^' 
cefiary to have guardians appointed of his 
jpcrfon and eftate. Early in the year 1742, his rea- 
Jon was wholly fubverted, and his rage be- ^ 
came abiblute madnefs. The laft perfon qi7'i^6. 
whom he knew was Mrs. Wbitrtaaj^ and 
the fight of her when he knew her no more threw hira^ 
into fits of rage fo violent and dreadful that fhe was 
tbrced to leave him, and the only adb of kindnefsthat 
remained in her power was to call once or twice a 
week at the deanery, inquire after his health, and fee 
that proper care was taken of him -, fometimes (he 
would fbeal a look at him when his back was towards 
her, but did not dare to venture into his fight. He 
would neither eat nor drink while the fervant who 
brought him his provifions ftayed in the room ; his 
meat, which was ferved up ready cut, he would fome - 
times fuifcr to (land an hour on the table before he 
would touch it, and at laft he would eat it walking, 
for, during this deplorable ftate of his mind, it was his 
conftant cuftom to walk ten hours a day. 

In Oliober 1742, after this phrenfy had contimied 
fevend n[U>nths, his left eye fwelled to the fize of an 
egK9 and the lid appeared to be fo much inflamed and 
d^oloured, that the furgeon expected it to mortify ; 
ieveral large boils alfo broke out on his arms and Ivis 
body. The extreme pain of this tumour kept him 
walung near a month, and during one week it was 
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with difficulty that five perfons kq>t him, by mere 
force, from tearing out his own eyes. 

It has been obferved that corporal pain, whether 
by forcing the mind from that objed which has en- 
groi&d it, or by whatever means, has reftored luna- 
ticks to the ufe of reafon -, and this efTcd, in a great 
degree, it produced upon the dean, for juft before 
the tumour perfedUy fubfided, and the pain left him, 
he knew Mrs. fVbitcwi^^ took her by the hand, and 
fpoke to her with his former kindnefs •, that day, and 
tne following, he knew his phyfician and furg^n, 
and all his family, and appeared to luive fo far re- 
covered his underftanding and temper, that the fur- 
geon was not without hopes he might once more en- 
joy fociety, and be amufed by the company of his old 
friends. This hope, however, was but of Ihort du- 
ration, for a few days afterwards he funk into a (hue 
of total infenfibility, flept much, and could noCa 
without great difficulty, be prevailed upon to walk 
crois the room. This was the effeft of another bodily 
difeafe, his brain being loaded with water. Mr. Sit-- 
ViMSj an ingenious clergyman of Dublin^ pronounc- 
Q^^ ed this to be the cafe during his illnefs, 

94»97»9^» ^nd, upon opening his body, it appeared 
97* 9^- thai he was not miftakcn ; bur, though he 
J.R, 149. Qf^f I, entreated the dean*s friends and phy- 
ficians that his head might be trepanned and the wa- 
ter difcharged, no regard was paid to his opinion or 
his entreaty. 

After the dean had continued filent a whole year, 
in this ftateof helplefs idiocy, his houfc-keeper went 
into his room on the 30th of November^ in the morn- 
ing, and told him that it was his birth-day, and that 
bonfires and illuminations were preparing to cele« 
brate it as ufual ^ to this he immediately replied* 
It is all folly, they had better let it alone. 

Some other inftances of ihort intervals of fcnfibi- 

lity 
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EcjF and realbn, after his madnefs had ended in ftu- 
por, ieem to prove that his diforder, whatever ic. 
vaSy had not cfeftroyed, but only fufpended the pow- 
cnr of his mind. 

He was ibtnetimes vifited by Mr. Diane Swift ^ a 
relation ; and about CbriftmaSy 1 743, he Teemed de- 
iirous to fpcak to him. Mr. Swift then told him he 
came to dine with him, and Mrs. Ridgewayj the 
koulc-kixper, immediately faid, ff^on't you give Mr. 
Smtfi a glafs efwine^ fir ? To this he made no an- 
ivcr, but (hewed that he underftood the queftion, by 
Ihnigging up his (houlders, as he had been ufed to 
do when he had a mind a friend fhould fpend the 
evening witjihim, and which was as much as to fay, 
T9m mil nan me in wine. Soon after he again endea- 
voured, with a good deal of pain, to find words, 
boc at laft, after many efforts, not being able, he 
fetched a deep ligh, and was afterwards filent. A 
few months afterwards, upon his houfe-keeper's re- 
moving a knife, as he was going to catch at it, he 
fliru^^ up his flioukiers, and laid, ^^ I am what I 
am. Tarn what I am," and, in about fix minutes, re- 
peated the fame words two or three times. 

In the year 1744, he now and then called his fer- 
vant by his name, and once attempting to fpeak to 
him, but not being able to exprefs bis meaning^ he 
flaewcd figns of much uneafinels, and at laft faid, ^ I 
' am a fool.* Once, afterwards, as his fervant was 
taking away his watch, he faid. Bring it here ; and, 
when the fame fervant was breaking a large hard 
coal, he faid, ^ That is a (tone, you blockhead.' 

From this time he was perfedly filent, till the lot- 
w end <^ OSlQher^ 17459 ^^^^ ^^^ ^^d> without the 
Icaftpangor convulfion, in the 78th year of his age. 

8y his Mrill, which is dated in May^ 1740, juft be- 
ibre be ceafcd to be a reafonable being, he left about 
laoo 1. in ^)ccifick legacies, and the reft of his for- 
tune. 
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tune, which amounted to about iioool. to crtSt 
and endow an hofpital for idiots and lunaticks. 

He was buried in the great ifle of St. Patrick^scz- 
thedral, under a ftone of black marble, 
5f !2l' infcribcd with an epitaph in Latin, written 
"••^^^- byhimfelf. 

From this narrative of his life, and from his 
works, to which it is prefixed, the (hiking peculia- 
rities of his character may eafily be (plledted ; but 
there are Ibme incidents which relate to his convert 
fation, and fome which refpedb his perfon and pri- 
vate ceconomy, which (hould by no means be o- 
mitted. 

In company, he neither wrapped himfelf up in his 
own importance, without deigning to communicate 
his knowledge, or exert his wit -, nor did he enerofs 
the converfarion by perpetual and overbear- 
D.S. 366. jng loquacity. His rule was never to fpeak 
•^ ' ' *°^* more than a minute at a time, and then to 
wait, at lead, as long for others to take up the coo- 
verfation, after which he had a right to fpeak again. 
His colloquial (lile, like that of his writings, was 
clear, forcible, and concife. He greatly excelled in 
punning *, a ulent, which, he faid, no man aflfefted 
to defpife, but thofe that were without it i and his 
convcrlarion would have fumifhcd a more excellent 
compendium of this fpecies of wit, than was ever yet 
compiled, or, perhaps, ever will ; fome of thefe fal- 
lies of his imagination arc ftill remembered, and, a- 
mong others, the following, which may ferve for 
examples. 

He happened to be at the caftle, in the lieutenan- 
cy of the earl of Pemhrokey when a learned phyfician 
was haranguing his excellency upon the nature and 
<)ualities of bees, which he was perpetually calling 
a nation and commonwealth : Yes, my lord, fays 
Smfi^ they are a nation, and of great antiquity \ you 

know 
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r, my lord, Mcfes takes notice of them ; he num- 
) the Hivites among the nations which Jofiua was 
■ppoir.ccd to conquer. 

He was another time in company with a lady, 
wfiofe long train happened to fweep down a fine fid- 
Ac, and break it, upon which he inunediacely cried 



AlantuM ^'^ mfcr^ nimimm vicina Crcmcme. 

Bat his converiation abounded with turns of wit 
of an higher kind \ being one day at a (heriflfs feaft, 
vfao, after (cveral other toafts had been 
drank, called out to him, Mr. dean. The 7-**«4- 
irrndg ef Ireland : the dean turned about, and tmme- 
dsacely anfwered. Sir, I drink no memories ♦. 

He greatly admired the talents of the late duke of 
Wbcrtcny and hearing him, one day, recount many 
cf his frolicks : Aye, my lord, faid he, you j j^ ^xS 
have had many frolicks, but let me recom- 
mend one more to you, takeafrolick to be virtuous. I 
afiure you it will do you more honour than all the reft. 

The dean alfo greatly excelled in telling a ftory ; 
and though in the latter part of his life he 
was very apt to tell his ftories too often » ^' ' ' 
yet lus wit, as well as his virtue, was always fupe- 
fior to the wretched expedients of thole defpicaolc 
babblers, who are perpetually attempting to put off 
<iouble entendre and prophanenefs for humour and 
wit. His converiation was in the higheft degree 
cfaafte, and wholly free from the lead tin&ure of ir- 
icligion. 

As he was zealous to preferve all the delicacies of 
converfation, he was always beft pleafed when fome 
of the company were ladies -, and in one of his 

* Dr. Brpvcm^ biibop of Cvri, moos, ia which drinking to ne- 
\ad jnt then printed two pam- moricsi was jjoIq^j condemn- 
|Ucts and proched fcrcral fcr- cd. 

3 letters 
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letters to lord Oxford^ he fays, fince women have : 
been left out of all our meetings, except parties of i 
play, or where worfe defigns are carried on, our : 
2)5 66 converfation has very much degenerated. 

' ' ^ ' And, in this inftance, his example is a re- 
proof to thofe pedants, who fuppofe that women 
iire never in their proper fphere, Jbut in the drefling 
room or the nurfery. 

If the converfation turned upon ferious fubjeAs, 
he was neither petulant in the debate, nor 
^•^- 3^8- negligent of the iffue. He would liften iwth 
great attention to the arguments of others, and whe- 
ther he was or was not engaged as a difputant himfelf, 
he would recapitulate what had been faid. Hate the 

3ueftion with great clearnefs and precifion, point out 
le controverted particular, and appeal to the opinion 
either of fome neutral perfon, or of the majority. 

It is, however, true, that he kept his friends in 
fome degree of awe, and yet he was more open to 
admonition than flattery, if it was ofiered without 
arrogance, and by perfons of whofe ability and ho- 
nelly he had no doubt. In his poem of 
7. R, 19. 2aucts and PhilimoHy which does not con- 
fid of quite two hundred verfes, Mr. Addifon made 
him blot out fourfcore, addfourfcore, and alter four- 
fcore. It was cuftomary with his friends to make 
him fome little annual prefent on his birth-day, ^«^- 
things according to his own definition of a prefent, 
which was of no great value, but which could not 
be bought ; and Dr. Delany^ foon after he was ad- 
mitted to fome degree of intimacy, fent him, with 
fuch a memorial of his efteem, fome verles, in which 
he upbraids him, though with great delicacy, for 
mifapplying his talents ; and admonifhes him to turn 
the force of ridicule of which he was fo great a maf- 
ter, upon tliofe who had laboured to employ it a- 
gakift the facred doctrines of Cbriftiamiy. The dean» 

as 
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B he had (lifiered AidifmC^ corrcdion with appro- 
bation, received this admonition widi kindneis ; he 
fighed, and faid, with great appearances of regret, 
due it was too latt^ and from that day took all oc- 
cafions to diftinguifli Belanj by the name oi FrUni. 

He had, indeed, no (kill in mufick, and fo was 
nor able to entertain his company with a fong, to 
which Ibme men of great dignity, and great parts, 
bare condeicended : but his power of ridicule ex- 
tended even to muGck, of which he gave an inftance 
too fingular to be forgotten : 

Dr. PratU ^ho was then provoft of Dublin col- 
lege, had acquired much of the Italian tafte for mu- 
fick in his travels, and Tom Rojfengravey a celebrated 
performer, being juft returned from Itafyj played a 
voluntary at St. Patricias cathedral, where Dr, Prati 
heard him, and S'ivift was alfo preient : the doftor 
happened to dine at the deanery the fame day, and 
was (b extravagant in his encomiums on Rojengrav^s 
▼oluntary, that (everal of the company ^d, they 
wifhed they had heard it : Do you, faid Swifts then 
you fliall hear it (till, and inmiediacely he fung out 
to lively, and yet fo ridiculous an imitation of it, 
that all the company were kept in continual laugh- 
ter till it was over, except one old gentleman, who 
iat with great compofure, and, though he lifiened, 
yet fhewed neither curiofity nor approbation. After 
the entertainment, he was asked, by fome of the 
cxxnpany. How it happened that he had been no 
more aficded by the mufick ? To which he anfwer- 
cd with great ^vity. That he had beard Mr. Rof- 
/hfrave himfelf play it before. 

Soch was Swift as a companion •, as a mafter, he 
was not kis remarkable or meritorious. 

As he cxpeded punAual, ready, and implicit obe- 
dimce, he always tried his fervaats when he hired 
them by ibmetdt of their humility. Among other 
ipieftioos, he always asked whether they unckrifcooji 

cleaning 
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cleaning (hoes ; becaufe, faid he, my kitchen -wench 
has a fcullion that does her drudgery, and one part 
of the bufinefs of my groom and footman is con- 
ftantly to clean her (hoes by turns : if they fcrupled 
this, the treaty was at an end •, if not, he gave them 
a farther hearing. 

His kitchen-wench, however, was his cook, a wo- 
man of a large fize, robuil conflitution, and coaHe 
features, whofe face wfts very much feamed with the 
fmall-pox, and furrowed by age : this woman he 
always diftinguilhed by the name of S'xeetheart. 

It happened one day that Sweetheart greatly over- 
roafted the only joint he had for dinner -, upon which 
he fent for her up, and, with great coolnefs and gravi- 
ty, 5i»^f/iMr/, fays he, take this down into the kitchen 
and do it lefs. She replied, that was impoffibie. 
Pray then, faid he, if you had roafted it too little, 
could you have done it more ? Yes, (he faid, (he 
could eafily have done that : Why then, Siveetbearf^ 
replied the dean, let me advife you, if you muft com- 
mit a fault, commit a fault that can be mended. 

To the reft of his fervants, indeed, he appeared to 
be churlifh and auftere, but, in reality, was one of 
the beft mafters in the world : he allowed them 
board-wages at the higheft rate then known ; and if 
he employed them about any thing out of the ordi- 
nary courfe of their fervice, he always paid them to 
the full value of the work, as he would have 
paid another : with thefc emoluments, and the 
fragments from his table, he cxpefted they (hould 
find themfelves in victuals, and all other nece(raries9 
except the liveries which he gave them ; if in this fi- 
tuation their expences were greater than their income, 
it was judged a fufiicient reafon to difcharge them \ 
but, on the contrary, as foon as they had faved a full 
year's wages, he conftantly paid them legal intereft 
for it, and took great pleafure in feeing it accumu* 
iate tD a fum, whkrh might fecdc them in fome eni- 
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ployment if he (hould die, or if they found it ad- 
▼iicible to quit his iervice, which feldom happen- 
ed ; and he with whom his fervants live long, has 
indubitable witnefles that he is a good mailer. 

It is alio certain, that, notwithftanding the apparent 
auilerity of his temper, he did not confider 
his iervants as pocrJUf^eSy to whofe fer\-ice ^'^'J':* 
he had a right, in confideration merely of 
his money, and owed them no reciprocal obligation. 

He had a fcrvant whom he ufed to call Saunders^ 
diat lived long with him, and at length fell fick and 
ilied. In his ficknefs, which lafted many moriths, 
Smft took care that all poflibie relief and aflidance 
fliould be afforded him, and when he died, he buri- 
ed him in the fouth ifle of his cathedral, and erected 
a (inall piece of (latuar)' to his memory, wirh this 
ioicription : 

Here lieth the body of 

JUxander Magee^ fervanr to doctor S-a^ift^ 

dean of St. Paruk's. 

His grateful mafter cauft:d this monument to be e- 
rected in memory of his difcretion, fiJcHcy, and dili- 
gence in that humble flat ion. 

Ob. Mar. 2+, 1721, y£tct. 29. 

In the original copy, which tlie author of the 01- 
Jervations faw in the dean's own hand, the exprefiion 
was ftill ftronger, and more to the dean's honour, 
thus: 

His grateful friend and mafter. 

But a perfon of the dean's acquaintance, wI;o is 
much more diftinguiftied for vanity than wifdom, 
prevailed upon him to leave out friend^ even in op- 
poiicion to his own well known maxim, that a faith- 
ful icrvant fliould always be confidcrred not as a p:or 
JUgve^ but an kumblefrUrJ. Of this perfon the name 

L is 
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is not told i but to conceal it is rather injuftice than) 
mercy, for he ought, on this occafion, to inherit a. 
difgrace, at leaft, proportionate to the honour which* 
he found means to with-hold from Swiff. 

As a member of civil fociety,. he was a 2xalous. 
advocate for liberty, the detcdcr of fraud, and the 
fcourge of opprelTion. In his private capacity, he 
was not only charitable but generous ; and whatever 
mifanthropy may be found in his writings, there doc$; 
not appear to have been any in his life. 

His writings in defence of the poor infatuated peo- 
ple of Ireland are well known ; and that he might 
not be wanting himfelf while 'he pleaded their caufe 
with others, he conftantly lent out a large fum of 
money in fmall portions to honeft, diligent, and ne- 
cefTitous tradefmen, who paid it with a fmall gratui* 
ty by way of intcreft to the perfon.who kept the ac- 
count of the difburfements and weekly payments, for* 
he received back thefc loans by a certain 
j.R. 203, |-yj^ ^yj ^£ ^j^g weekly profit of the bor- 
rowers trade, in fuch proportions as that 
the whole fhould be repaid in a. year. 

Befides this he frequently gave away 5 and 10 1.. 
when proper- objefts offered, without any parade. 
He was indeed diligent to relieve the poor, and at the 
fame time to encourage induflry, . even in the loweft. 
ftation, and ufed regularly to vifi^ a great number of 
poor, chiefly women, as well in the public ftreecs as 
in the bye allies ; and, under the arches of DuhUn^ 
fome of thefc fold plums, fome hobnails, others tape, 
and others gingerbread -, fome knitted, fome darned 
(lockings, and others cobbled (hoes ; thefe women. 
were moft of them old, deformed, or crippled, and 
fome were all three. He faluted them with great 
kindnefs, asked how they throve, and what ftock they 
iiad \ if the ware of any of them was fuch as he could 
pofTibly ufe, or pretend taufe, he bought fome, and. 
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:paid for every half-penny worth fix pence ; 
if not, he always added fomething to their 1 1, '^'' 
ftock, and ftri£Uy charged them to be indu- 
firious and honeft. 

It muft be confeiled that thefe a£h of bounty did 
DOC appear to be the eflfeds of compaifion, for of the 
fcii fympathy with diftrels that fometimes fparkles in 
the eye, and fometimes glows upon the cheek, he 
ihcwed no fign, and he may therefore be fuppofed to 
luTe wanted it ; however, it is certain, that he was 
wholly free from ill-nature, for a man can have no 
•complacence in that evil which he is continually bufy 
to remove. 

His bounty had not indeed the indifcriminating 
ardour of blind inftind, and, if it had, it would noc 
have been the inftrument of equal happineii : to feed 
■idlcneis is to propagate mifer)^ and difcouragc virtue ; 
but to infure the reward of induftry is to bellow a be- 
nefit at once upon the individual and the publick; it is 
to prcferve from defpair thofe who ftruggle with diffi- 
culty and difappointment, it is to fupply food and reft 
to that labour which alone can make food tafteful and 
reft fweet, and to invigorate the community by the 
full ufc of thofe members which would otherwife be- 
come not only ufelels but hunful, as a limb in which 
the vital fluid ceafes to circulate will not only wither 
but corrupt. In this view then the bounty of Swifi 
was, like every other Cbriftian duty, a reafonable fer- 
vicc ; and that he felt no fecret pleafure in the cala- 
mities of others, may be fairly concluded not only 
from his general praftice, but from many particu- 
lar faAs in which he appears to have been watchful 
and zealous to alleviate diftrefs by unfolliciied and 
ur»cxpe£lcd liberality. 

It happened that a young gentleman of his choir, 
being abroad with his gun, fufrered irreparable hurt 
by its going off accidentally. When the dean heard 
of it, he exprefied great concern, and, having paufed 

E 2 a little. 
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a little, Well, laid he, this will be a good time at once 
to reward merit and alleviate diftrels ; I will make 
him a vicar, which he did accordingly the fame hour. 

There are fome infirmities to which the mind as 
well as the body naturally becomes fubjeft in the de- 
cline of life. The dcfirc of accumulating wealth 
almoft always increafes in proportion as it becomes 
more abfurd, and thofe are moll tenacious of nwney, 
to whom money can be of leaft ufe. It has been ge- 
nerally faid that this wcaknefs is the effedt of lon^ ac- 
quaintance with mankind, who are found to delerve 
lefs confidence and k*fs kindnefs, as they are more 
known ; and indeed, though this opinion Ihould not 
haftily be admitted, it mud yet be confefled, that 
the firft article in which men lefien their expences, is 
generally the money they have been ufed to give a- 
way, and that they gradually lofe the inclination to do 
good as they acquire the power. But S'xift^ if he was 
not exempt from the infirmity, was yet clear of the 
vice. If his oeconomy degenerated into avarice, it 
mull be confefled that his avarice did not contrad his 
bounty, and he fufters no degradation in his moral cha- 
racter, who, when the praAice of any virtue is become 
jnore difficult, is yet able to exert it in the fame degree. 

Sii'if: turned all the evil of exceflivc frugality upon 
himfelf. It induced him to walk when he had been ufed 
to ride, and he would then fay he had earned a {hilling 
or eighteen -pence, whidi he had a right to do what 
he plcalcd with, and which he conflantly applied to 
hib ulual charities, which by this expedient he could. 
conriiiiic, and yet cxncnd Ids upon :Iie whole than 
b.ciorc. But theciiilribuiion even of thi«» charity was 
nnrkrd with the j^.vuliarity of his character, for that 
l:o p. I'ju projHjrtiuii his bounty to the ncc'jflicitrs u:id 
t>.e merit of van., us objects, and yet give but one 
7 A It pi<*ce of money at a tir.ic, he conllantly 
kept a pickct full of all forts of coin, from 
a filvcr three-pence to a crown piece. 

z But 
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But as his dcfire of immediate gain was not grati- 
6ed at the cxpence of the poon, xo whofe diftrefs he 
'was a wicaefs ; Jieither was it gratified at the expence 
of thofe whom it was impoflihle he (hould know, 
chough he had many opportunities of doing it. 

He once rcfolved never to renew a certain leafe be-^ 
longing to the deanery without railing the rent thirty 
pounds a year. The tenantiiad often foUicited him, 
inftead of raifing the rent, to take a larger fine ; and, 
this man, a very ftiort time before the dean loft his 
memory, urged him with a very large fum, fuppofing 
that as raifuig the rent could only inrich the dean's 
lucceflbr, and a .large fine would come into his own 
Gofier, he fhould certainly fucceed. The dean however 
maintained his integrity, rrffufed the otter with indig- 
nation, and fulfilled his purpofe of raifing the rent, 
though at this time his memory was fo bad, ^ ^ ^^^ 
that the next day he did not remember 
what he had done, and his love of money fo pre- 
dominant over every thing but his virtue, -r/j , - 
that, though he complained of being dcfert- ^' ' ' * 
cd, yet he banilhed his beft friends, merely to fave the 
cxpence of entertaining them, and would fomctinics 
reiufe them a fingle bottle of wine. 

As an ecclefialtic, he was fcrupuloufiy exa(5l in the 
cxercife of his funftion, as well with regard to fpiri- 
fual as temporal things. As to his cathedral he ex- 

Knded more money to fupport and adorn it than had 
en applied to the fame ule in any period fince it was 
-firft built. He was extremely exact and co.ilc nti- 
ous in promoting the members of his choir according 
to their merit, and never advanced any perfon to a 
vicarage who was not qualified in all ref^edts, and in 
-the higheft degree, wiiattver their inter jll, or how- 
ever rcjommended ; and he on:e refuild a vicarage to 
a perfon for whom the lady Carteret wcs Vv^ry impor- 
tunate, thoug'i hi declared to her lacjlhi ;, that, I'i it 

E 3 h.:J 



yo AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

had been in his power to have made the gentleman % 
dean or a bifhop, he would have obliged her willingly, 
becaufe he faid deaneries and bifhopricks were pre* 
ferments in which merit had no concern, though the 
merit of a vicar would be brought to the 
7.^.192. ^cfl. every day. Nor would he fuffer one 
fhilling of the cathedral money to be alienated from 
its proper ufe, even for the purpofe of charity ; when 
any perl'on Ibllicited fuch an alienation, he ufed to tell 
them that this money was appropriated, but, fays he, 
as you declare the perfon to be relieved is an objeft 
of LbnjUan charity, I will give out of my private 
purfc any fum proportioned to my revenue, if you 
will contribute a fum in the fame proportion to yours; 
my deanery is worth feven hundred pounds, your in- 
come is two \ if you will give two (hillings, I will give 
feven, or any larger fum after the fame; rate. 

As to the poor in the liberty of his own cathedral, 
they were better regulated than any other in the king- 
dom \ they were all badged, and were never found 
^ begging out of their diftrift ; for thefc he 

-'• • built and furnilhed a little alms-houfe, be- 

ing affifted by fome voluntary contributions, and pre- 
ferved among them uncommon cleanlinefs and decen* 
cy by conftantly vifiting them in perfon. 

It has already been remarked, that, though he dkl 
not himfelf underftand mufic, yet he always attended 
at the performance of the anthem, that the chcnr 
fnight do their duty; but he had another praftice yet 
more fmgular and more ufeful. As foon as thepreachcr 
mounted the pulpit, he pulled out a pencil and piece 
of paper, and carefully noted whatever was wrong 
both in the expreflions and the manner in which they 
were delivered, whether they were too fcholaftic to fale 
generally underftood, or fo coarfe and vulgar as to 
lofe their dignity ; and he never failed to make thc(c 
the fubjeft of an admonition to the preacher as foon 
^ he came into the chaptcr-houfe. 

{ He 
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He improved even his living t&lMraccr^ though 
he continued there but a Ihort time, and kft both the 
houle and glebe a convenient and agreeable retreat 
to his fucceflor at a confiderable expence, for which 
he knew no return would be made to his executors \ 
and he determined to aflert his right of abience againft 
the archbifhop of 27«^£lir, at the expence offeveral 
hundred pounds, at a time when he did not believe 
he (hould ever more claim the privilege for 
himiclf, becaufe he would not endanger the ^^"^ 
liberty of his fucce0br by an injurious pre- yol. XII. 
cedent. 

There is no a& of virtue, which men have fo often 
fiibftituted for the peculiar pofitive duties of Cbrifti- 
0ms as liberality to the poor, nor any by which they 
have fo often hoped to attone for the breach of every 
other moral obligation. 

But the dean, though he abounded in charity, was 
notlefs diligent in the prafHce of other virtues, or le(s 
devout and conftant in the folemnities of religion. 
He was remarkably temperate both in eating and 
drinking ; he was not only juft, but pundual in his 
dealings, and he had an inviolable regard for truth. 
Ashe conftantly attended divine worfhip when he was 
at home, 'fb he u&d always to go early to church 
when he was in LoniiM^ and never to fleep without 
affimbling his family in his own chamber to prayers. 

It has often been remarked, that virtue in excefs 
becomes vicious, and not only precludes the reward 
of the pofleffor, but produces rather mifchief than 
^ood to others. An abhorrence of hypocrify was a 
finking particular in Swift's charader, but it is diffi- 
cult to determine whether it was more a virtue than 
a vice, for it brought upon him the charge of irreli- 
gion, and encouraged others to be irreligious. In 
proportion as he abhorred hypocrify, he dreaded the 
imputation of it, and therefore concealed his piety 

E 4 with. 
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^ch as much diligence as others conceal thofe vices, 
which cuftom has not made reputable. His con- 
fiant attendance at church, when he was at the deane- 
ry, he knew would be confidered as the duty of his fta- 
tion, but whatever had the appearance of voluntary 
iievotion he always took care to hide ; when he went 
to church in London^ it was early in the morning, 
fo that, though he was conftantly at prayers, and ac 
the facrament, yet he appeared to neglcdl both, as he 
was at home when others were at church; and,whenhe 
went to prayers In his family, the fervants aflembled 
at the appointed hour as it were by (lealth, without 
any notice from a bell, or any other call except the 
ftriking of the clock ; fo that Dr. Delany was fix 
months in his family before he fufpedted him of this 
unfafhionablc praftice. The fame principle upon 
which he thus (ludioufly avoided appearances of good, 
made him frequently incur appearances of evil, eipe- 
cially when an opportunity offered of indulging his 
peculiar vein of humour, and gratifying his natural 
difpofition. One inftance of this has already been given 
in his folemn addrefs to his clerk from the pulpit bv 
the name of Roger ^ but there are others which arc lew 
cxcufable. Soon after he was made dean of St. Ptf- 
trick\ he had dined one SunJay with Dr. Rdgpnend^ 
vicar of 7r/is, and when the bell had rung, and the 
people were aflembled to evening prayers at the 
church which was not diflant more than two hundred 
yards, Raymond^ faid he, I will Jay you a crown that 
I begin prayers before you this afternoon ; Dr. BLtj- 
mond accepted the wager, and immediately both run 
as fad as they could towards the church. Raymond 
who was much nimbler than Swifty arrived firfl at 
the door, and when he entered the church, walked de- 
cently towards the reading delk ; ^'u;ifi never flack- 
cned his pace, but, running up the ille, left Dr. Ray-- 
UinJ behind hi n in the middle of it, ar.d, i^ej^ping io- 

to 
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to die defk without putdng on a furplice or opening 
die book, b^an the lervice in an audible voice, and 
thus won his wager. 

It has been common, among pretenders to wit, to 
2Sc& great contempt for every kind of regularity, to 
live, orprctend to live, in a (late of continual diflipa- 
txMi, without regard to the return of thofe feafons 
which have been generally allotted to particular pur- 
pofirs, without fleeping or waking, or eating or drink- 
ing, like the reft of mankind. To recover thefe un- 
h^py wretches from a condition \o deplorable as to 
fjpprds indignation, and yet lb contemptible as fcarce 
to excite pity, it is here recorded that the life oi Swift 
was in the higheft degree uniform and regular, lus 
hours of walking and reading, of exercife and amufe - 
mcnc, never varied ; and that he might keep the revo* 
ludon of his employments with greater exadineis, his 
watch was almoft conftandy either in his hand or on 
the cable before him. 

As his abhorrence of hypocrify exempted him 
from afieftation, the natural equity of his mind fe- 
cjred him againft envy ; envy feems to be a defire of 
equality gratified by degrading others ; as emulation 
is a defire of equality gratified by advancing ourfelvcs. 
It does not appear that &a//, upon a fuppofition that 
hr had no fuperior, was without emulation, but by his 
r^y alliftance to advance the reputation and circum- 
fiances of others, he appears to have been free from 
envy. 

He cultivated genius wlierever he found it, and 
ia whatever degree, v.idi grea: zeal and afiiduity, and 
vQukl chearfiiliy fpend mucii tim: in correcting and 
insprovmg any literary com: ofitiun that had the leaft 
2ppcarance ot ingi^riuiry •, r. j.r was this kindnefe con- 
riid to thole whole parts cv.uia never come in com- 
pnilicn with his own, l:c ftartcd many hints to Mr. 
Lr? which hepurfucd with great fuccefs, and he recom- 
mended 
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mended Congreve^ AdHfon^ Parnel^ and many others 
to thole whofe favour was moft likely to render them 
'Confpicuous. 

Among his fingularities were his refolution never 
to wearfpedacles, and his obftinate perfeverance in the 
^fe of too much exercife. His want of fpedacles made 
it difficult to read, and his immoderate exercife wafted 
his flefh and produced a poornefs in his blood, as he 
was often told by his friends and phyficians. Dr. Hel- 
Jbam and Dr. Grattan^ and as afterwards appeared by 
experiment, for, when he was reduced to a ftate of 
idiotifm and ceafed from walking, he recovered hit 
fleih in a fhon time. 

He was cleanly even to fuperftition, his nails were 
always pared to the quick to prevent the leaft gather- 
ing of dirt under them, and he never drefled without 
a bafon of water by him, with which he carefully 
cleanfcd his feet. In his perfon he was robuft and 
mafculine, his deportment was commanding, and hit 
walk ereA. His voice was (harp and high- 
^7^* toned, efpecially when he read prayers, but 
^ ' not effeminate, and there was a natural le- 

verity in his alpcdk, which even his fmiles could Icarce 
foftcn, nor his utmoft gaiety relax. 

His manner was without ceremony, but not ruftic, 
for he had a perfed knowledge of adl the modes and 
variations of^politenefs and complaifance which he 
pra£tifed in a manner peculiar to himfelf « 
1^ 5.360, ^j ^g refpeft, that was due to him by thdc 
^ ^' rules, he took care to exad without the leaft 

abatement. 

It will readily be admitted that every man has ibme 
appetite, affedion, or difpofition, which either in kind 
or in degree is irregular, and which it is the province of 
reafon to order and reftrain. As it will always happea 
that in fome inftances palfion will predominate and 
reafon in others, it follows that there muft be fome 

diflliiu*- 
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in cvCTj characber, from which Smft'% 
•ouad noc therefore be exempt ; but upon the whole 
k will be found uncommonly fteady and uniform^ 
dio ogh fome, to fcreen their own fcattered and incon- 
fiftenc repreTentations of it from cenfure, have pre- 
vended diat it was capricious, various, and conrradic- 
uxj. 

Sfxtjt appears to have been naturally temperate and 
dn&e, it was therefore eafy for him to be frugal ; but 
be was alfo naturally high-fpirited, and therefore, as 
wcaith is the pledge of independence, it is noc ibange 
Jts migality fhould verge towards excefs. However, 
as he aded upon principles, not only of general \\X' 
Dae, but of the nobleft moral fyftem oi Cbriftianiiyy he 
£d nocdeliver himfelf up to natural propenfities, when. 
ifaey were contrary to his duty, and therefore his love 
%£ znoney did not contract his charity to the poor, 
or defraud his fucceflbrs to inrich himfelf. The fame 
%int which fecurcd his integrity by difdaining the 
cicartncfs of a lye, produced that dread cf hypo- 
crrfy which concealed his piety, and betrayed him into 
acoearanccs oicviX ; and the fame want of natural 
yjdcTDcis which made him appear obdurare and au- 
csre, transferred the diftriburion of his liberalityfrom 
sihndio reli^on, and made that, which in others is 
aa ezercifc or fclf-love, in him an act of obedience to 
God. 

Such was Dr. Jcnatkan Sriift^ whofe ^^Titings either 
fiimulaie mankind to fuilain their dignit)- as rational 
asd moral beings, by fliewing how low they ftand in 
■sere animal nature, or fright them from indecency 
by holding up its pi&ure before them in its native de- 
itXTcitf : and whofe life, with all the advantages of 
gsaius and learning, was a fcale of infelicity gradu- 
ally afixnding till pain and anguiih defiroyed the fa- 

cultiesL 
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culdes by which they were felt ; while he was viewed 
at a diftance with envy, he became a burden to him- 
felf ; he was forfaken by his friends, and his mcmorr 
has been loaded with unmerited reproach : his lite 
therefore does not afford lefs inftru&ion than his wri- 
tings, lince to the wife it may teach humility, and to 
the funple content. 





VERSES, &€. referred to from the LIFfi 
of Dr. SWIFT. 

STELLA to Br. SWIFT on bis i^irfb-day^ 
November ^o^ 1721. 

The Dean declared that thefe verfes had under* 
gpne no correftion* [D. S. ^.81. 

ST. Patrick's dean, your country's pridej . 
My early and my only guide. 
Let me among the reft attend. 
Your pupil and your humble friend. 
To celebrate in female ftrains 
The day that paid your mother's pains ; 
Defcend to take that tribute due 
In gratitude alone to you. 

When men began to call me fair. 
You interpos'd your timely care j 
You early taught me to defpffe 
The ogling or a coxcomb's eyes j 
SheVd where my judgment was mifplac'd % 
Refin'd my fancy and my tafte. 

Behold that beauty juft decay'd. 
Invoking art to nature's aid ; 
Forfook by her admiring train 
She Ipreads her tatter'd nets in vain ; 
Short was her part upon the ftage ; 
Went fmoothly on for half a page ; 
Her bloom was gone, (he wanted art. 
As the fcene chang'd, to change her part ; 
She, whom no lover could refift. 
Before the fecond aft was hifs'd. 
Such is the fate of female race 
With no endowments but a face 5 
Before the thirti'th year of life 
A maid forlorn, or hated wife. 

Stella to you, her tutor, owes 
That (he has ne'er refembled thofe j 
Nor was a burthen to mankind 
With half her cc?w/:fec?f years behind. 

F ^^^ 
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You taught how I might youth prolong 

By knowing what was right and wrong ^ j 

How from my heart to bring fupplics 

Of luftre to my fading eyes -, 

How foon a beauteous mind repairs 

•The lofs of chang'd or falling hairs ; 

How wit and virtue from within 

Send out a fmoothnefs o'er the fkin : 

Your leftures cou'd my fancy fix. 

And I can pleafe at thirty-fix. 

The fight of Chloe at fifteen 

Coquetting, gives not me the fpleen ; 

The idol now of every fool 

*Till time fhall make their paflTions cool ^ 

Then tumbling down time's ftecpy hill, 

"While Stella holds her (lation ftill. 

Oh ! turn your precepts into laws. 

Redeem the women's ruin'd caule. 

Retrieve loft empire to our fex. 

That men may bow their rebel necks. 

Long be the day that gave you birth 
Sacred to friendfliip, wit, and mirth ; 
3Late dying may you caft a Ihred 
Of your rich mantle o'er my head ; 
To bear with dignity my forrow. 
One day alone^ then die to-morrow. 

An elegy upon Deinar the mifer, was a fubjo^ 
ftartcd and partly executed in company confifting of 
S'lvift and Stella and a few friends ; every one threw 
in a hint, and Stella*s was the following. 

But as he weighed his gold, grim death in fpitc 
Caft in his dart, which made three moidores light : 
A;id when he faw his darling money fail, 
^Icw his laft breath, to fink the lighter fcalc. 
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Jiirefs of the Libatitanls of the Liberty of tbe Dean 
ami Cbaptar of St. Patrick*s, Dublin. 

WE Ac inhabitants of the liberty of the Dean 
and Chapter of St. Patrick* s^ Dublin^ and the 
nrighhaurfiood of the fame, having been informed, 
hf univerial report, that a certain man of this city 
lutfa opaxVj threatned and fwom before many hundred 
people, as well perfons of quality as others, that he 
rcfolvcs upon die firft opportunity, by the help of 
ihreral ruffians, to murder or maim die Reverend 
the Dean of St. Patricias our neighbour, benefador, 
and head of the liberty of St. Patricias j upon a fn- 
▼olous unproved fufpicion, of the faid Dean's having 
written fome lines in verfe refleding on the faid 
man : 

Therefore we the faid inhabitants of the faid li- 
berty, and in the neighbourhood thereof, from our 
great love and relpe^ to the faid Dean, to whom 
die whole kingdom hath fo many obligations, as well 
as we of the liberty, do unanimoufly declare, that we 
will endeavour to defend the life and limbs of the 
(aid Dean againft the faid man, and all his ruffians 
and murderers, as far as the law will allow ; if he or 
any of them prefume to come into the faid liberty 
with any wicked malicious intent againft the houfe, 
or family, or perfon, or goods of the faid Dean. 
To which we have chearfully, fincerely, and heartily, 
iet our hands. 

The Dean being in bed, very much indifpofed, 
and not aWe to receive the laid perfons, dictated the 
following anfwer. 

Gendemen, 

I receive with great thankfulnefe thefe many kind 
czpicffions of your concern for my fafety, as well as 
your declared refolurion to defend me (as far as the 
\gws of God and maa will allow) again& ai\ mvvt- 
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derers and ruffians, who fhall attempt to enter into 
the liberty with any bloody or wicked deligns, upon 
my life, my limbs, my houfe, or my goods. Gen- 
tlemen, my life is in the hands of God, and whether 
it may be cut off by treachery or open violence, or 
by the common way of other men ; as long as it 
continues I fliall ever bear a grateful memory lor this 
favour you have (hewn, beyond my expectation, and 
almoft exceeding my wifhes. The inhabitants of the 
liberty as well as thofe of the neighbourhood, have 
lived with me in gjreat amity for near twenty years i 
which I am confident will never diminifli during my 
life. I am chiefty forry that by two cruel diforders 
of deafnefs and giddinefs, which have purfued me 
for four months, I am not in a condition either to 
hear, or to receive you, much Icfs to return my 
mod fincere acknowledgments, which in juflice and 
gratitude I ought to do. May God ble& you and 
your families in this world, and make you for ever 
happy in the next. 
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THE author's 

APOLOGY. 

IF good and ill nature equally operated 
upon mankind, I might have faved 
myfelf the trouble of this apology ; for it 
is manifeft by the reception the following 
difcourfe hath met with, that thofe, who 
aj^rove it, are a great majority among 
the men of tafte : yet there have been two 
or three treatifes written expreily againfl 
it, befides many others that have flirted 
at it occafionally, without one fyllable 
having been ever publifhed in its defence, 
OT even quotation to its advantage, that 
I can remember, except by the polite 
author of a late difcourfe between a Deiji 
and a Socinia?:. 

Therefore, (ince the book fccms calcu- 
lated to live at lead as long as our lan- 
guage, and our tafte admit no great alte- 
rations, I am content to convey Ibme apo- 
logy along with it. 

The greatvft part of tliat book was 
fmiihed about thirteen years (ince, 1 696, 
which is eight years before it was publifli- 

A 2 t^. 
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cd. The author was then young, his in- 
vention at the height, and his reading frefh 
in his head. By the afTiftance of ibme 
thinkii^, and much converfation, he had 
endeavoured to ftrip himfelf of as many 
real prejudices as he could ; I fay real ones, 
becauib» under the notion of prejudices, 
he knew to what dangerous heights ibme 
men have proceeded. Thus prepared, he 
thought the numerous and grols corruptir 
ons in religion and learning might funiiih 
matter for a fatyr, that would be uiefiil 
and diverting. He refolved to proceed in 
a manner, that fhould be altogether new, 
the world having been already too long 
naufeated with endlefs repetitions upcxi 
every fubjeft. The abufes in religion he 
propofed to let forth in the allegory of the 
coats, and the three brothers, which was 
to make up the body of the diicourie: 
thofe in learning he chofe to introduce by 
way of digreflions. He Wi's then a young 
gentleman much in the world, and wrote 
to the taftc of thofe who were like him- 
felf; therefore, in order to allure them, 
he gave a liberty to his pen, which might 
not fuit with maturcr years, or graver 

chaiuderSi 
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charaders, and which he could have eafily 
corredcd with a very few blots, had he 
been mafter of his papers for a year or two 
before their pubhcadon. 

Not that he would have governed his 
judgment by the ill-placed cavils of the 
finir, the envious, the fhipid, and the 
taAelefs, which he mentions with diJdain. 
He acknowledges there are feveral youth- 
ful £dlies, which from the grave and the 
wife may defcrv'e a rebuke. But he defires 
to beanfwerable no farther than he is guilty, 
and that his faults may not be multiplied 
by the ignorant, the unnatural, and uncha- 
ritable applications of thofe, who have 
neither candor to fuppofe good meanings, 
nor palate to diftinguilh true ones. After 
which, he will forfeit his life, if any one opi- 
nion can be fairly deduced from that bo^, 
which is contrary to religion or morality. 

Why (hould any clergyman of our 
church be angry to fee the follies of fana- 
tkifin and fliperftition evpofed, though in 
the moft ridiculous manner ; fince that is 
perhaps the moft probable way to cure 
diem, or at leaft to hinder them from far- 
ther ipreading ? Befides, though it was not 
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intended for their penifal, it rallies nothing 
but what they preach againft. It contains 
nothing to provoke them by the leaft fcur- 
rility upon their perfons or their fun6lions< 
It celebrates the church of England as the 
moft perfeftof all others in diicipline and 
doftrine ; it advances no opinion they re- 
jed, nor condemns any they receive. If 
the clergy's refentments lay upon their 
hands, in my humble opinion, they might 
have found more proper obje<fts to employ 
them on : nondum tibidefuithoflh ; I mean 
thofe heavy, illiterate fcriblers, proflitute 
in their reputitions, vicious in their lives, 
and ruined in their fortunes, who, to the 
ihame of good lenle as well as piety, are 
greedily read, merely upon the ftrength of 
bold, falfe, impious aflcrtions, mixed with 
unmannerly refledions upon the prieft- 
hood, and openly intended againft all reli- 
gion ; in fhort, full of fuch principles as are 
kindly received, becaufe they are levelled 
to remove thofe terrors, that religion tells 
men will be the confequence of immoral 
lives. Nothing like which is to be met with 
.in this difcourfe, though Ibme of them arc 
pleafcd k> freely to cenfure it. And I wifti, 

there 
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there were no other inftance of what I have 
too fiequently obferved, that many of that 
reverend body are not always very nice 
in diftinguifhing between their enemies 
and their friends. 

Had the author's intentions met with a 
more candid interpretation from fome, 
whom out of refpedb he forbears to name, 
he might have been encouraged to an 
examination of books written by fbme of 
thofe authors above defcribed, whole errors, 
^orance, duhicTs, and villany he thinks 
he could havedete<^ed and expofed in fuch 
a manner, that the peribns, who are mod 
conceived to be infeded by them, would 
fbon lay them aiide and be aihamed : but 
he has now given over thofe thoughts; 
fince the weightieft men % in the iveightiejl 
ftations are pleafed to think it a more dan- 
gerous point to laugh at thofe corruptions 
in religion, which they themfeives muft 
di/approve, than to endeavour pulling up 
thole very foundations, wherein all chril- 
tians have agreed. 

He thinks it no fair proceeding, that any 

J AliuJing to Dr. Skj'-p th; ircbbifii.vp cf YsrYi rcprc- 
Icnution ot the author. 
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per(bn fhould olTer determinately to fix sl 
name upon the author of this diicourfe, 
who hath all along concealed himielffix)!!! 
mofl of his neareft friends: yet feveral 
have gone a farther ftep, and pronounced 
another book * to have been the work of 
the fame hand with this : which the author 
diredly aiHrms to be a thorough miftake ; 
he having yet never Co much as read that 
difcourfe: a plain inftance how little truth 
there often is in general furmiies, ot in 
conjedures drawn from a fimilitude of 
ftyle, or way of thinking. 

Had the author written a book to ex- 
pofe the abufes in law, or in phydc, he 
believes the learned profedbrs in either 
faculty would have been fo far from refent- 
ing it, as to have given him thanks for his 
pains, efpecially if he had made an ho- 
nourable refervation for the true prance 
of either fcience : but religion, they tell 
us, ought not to be ridiculed ; and, they 
tell us truth: yet furely the corruptions 
in it may ; for we are taught by the tritcft 
maxim in the world, that, religion being 

• Letter of enthufiafn], letter to him, in the laft of 
fuppoTcd to have been written thed* voiuntfs. 
by Co). Hiotttr: fee Suti/t'i ^^ 
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die beft of things, its comiptions are likely 
to be the worft. 

There is one thing which the judicious 
reader cannot but have ob(erved, that 
Some of thofe paflages in this difcoude, 
which appear moft liable to objedion, are 
what they call parodies, where the author 
peribnates the ftyle and manner of odier 
writers, whom he has a mind to expofe. 
I fhall produce one inftance ; it is in the 
61 ti page. Dryderiy V EJirangeyZnd. feme 
odiers I fhall not name, are here levelled 
at, who having fpent their lives in fadion, 
and apoftacies, and all manner of vice, 
pcctended to be fufierers for loyalty and 
religion. So Dryden tells us in one of his 
peeves of his merits andfufferings, thanks 
God that he pojfejfes his foul in patience ', in 
cdier places he talks at the fame rate ; and 
UEftrange often ufes the like ftyle; and 
I believe, the reader may lind more perlbns 
to give that paflage an application : but 
dm is enough to dired thole, who may 
have overlooked the author's intention. 

There are three or four other paflages, 
which prejudiced or ignorant readers have 
drawn by great force to hint at ill mean- 
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ings; as if they glanced at fbme tenets in 
religion. In anfwer to all which, the au- 
thor folemnly protefts, he is intirely in- 
nocent; and never had it once in his 
thoughts, that any thing he faid would 
in the leail be capable of fuch interpreta- 
tions, which he will engage to deduce 
full as fairly irom the moft innocent book 
in the world. And it will be obvious to 
every reader, that this was not any port 
of his fcheme or defign, the abuies he 
notes being fuch as all Chmch-of-E^laMl 
men agree in ; nor was it proper for his 
iiibjed to meddle with other points, than 
fuch as have been perpetually controverted 
iince the reformation. 

To inftance only in that pailag^ about 
the three wooden machines mentioned in 
the introduction : in the original manu- 
fcript there was a defcription of a fourth, 
which thole, who had die papers in their 
power, blotted out, as having (bmething 
in it of fatyr, that I fuppofe they thought 
was too particular; and thcrejfore they 
were forced to change it to the number 
tirec, from whence fome have endeavour- 
ed to (qucefc out a dangerous meaning, 

that 
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that was never thought on. And indeed 
the conceit was half fix>iled by changing the 
numbers ; that oifour being much more 
cabaliftic, and therefore better expofing 
die pretended virtue of numbers, aAiper- 
llition there intended to be ridiculed. 

Another thing to be obferved is, that 
; generally runs an irony through the 
diread of die whole book, which the men 
of tafte will obferve and diftinguiih, and 
which will render fome objedtions, that 
have been made, very weak and inflgni- 
ficant. 

This apology being chiefly intended for 
the ^sfadion of future readers, it may 
be thought unneceflary to take any notice 
of fiich treatiies as have been written a- 
gainft the en(uing difcourfe, which are 
already funk into waftc paper and oblivion, 
after the ufual fate of common anfwerers 
Id books, which are allowed to have any 
merit : they are indeed like annuals, that 
grow about a voimg tree, and fcem to 
vie with it for a fummer, but fall and die 
with the leaves in autumn, and are never 
heard of any more. When Dr. Eachard 
writ his book about the conrempt of the 

W.4 " 
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cleigy, numbers of thafe anfwcrers ini-> 
mediate! V fbuted up, whofe memoiyif he 
had not kept alive by his replies^ it would 
now be utterly unknown, that he were 
ever anfwered at alL There is indeed an 
exception, when any great genius thinks 
it worth his while to expofe a foolifhjnece; 
{o we ftill read Marvel's aniwer to Parker 
i" with pleafure, though the book itan- 
fwers be funk long ago ; lb the Earl of 
Orrery % remarks will be read with de- 
light, when the diflertation he expolb will 
neither be fought nor found % : but thefe 
are no enterprizes for common hands, nor 
to be hoped for above once or twice in an 
age. Men would be more cautious of los- 
ing their time in (iich an undertaking, if 
they did but coniider, that to aniwer a 
book efl^ually, requires more pains and 
fkill, more wit, learning, and judgment, 
than were employed in the writing it. And 
the author aflures thofe gendemen, who 



t Parktr^ afterwards biffiop Urr to Uilten^ in a little book 
■ Oxford^ wrote mamr trea- called the Reheaifal tranf' 
tires apinft the diflentm, profed. 
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which he was chaftifed by i^. 2^ j. * 
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bave given diem(elves that trouble widi 
laniy that his diicourfe is the produd of 
the ftudy, the obfervation, and the inven<- 
tion of feveral years ; that he often blotted 
out much more than he left, and, if his 
papers had not been a long time out of 
his pofiefGon, they muft have (till under- 
gone more fevere corredHons : and, do they 
diink fuch a building is to be battered 
with dirt-pellets, however envenomed the 
mouths may be that difcharge them? He 
hath feen die produdions but of two an- 
iwerers, one of which at firft appeared as 
fnxn an unknown hand, but fince avowed 
by a perfbn, * who upon fome occaflons 
hath difcovered no ill vein of humour. It 
is a pity any occaiion fhould put him un- 
der a necefll^ c^being fo hafty in his pro- 
dudicms, which otherwife might often be 
entertaining. But there were other reafbns 
obvious enough for his mifcarriage in this ; 
he writ againil the convidion of his talent, 
and entered upon one of the wrongeil at- 

* Suppofed to be DoStor lefque on the Royal Society, 

jyUSttm Kingy the civilian, ana the art of cookery in imi- 

auibor of an account of Dtn- tation of Hsraui ait of poe< 

rif a diileitation on (401- tty, lit. 
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tempts in nature, to turn into ridicule by 
ia week's labour a work, which had ooft 
fo much time, and met with fo much iiic- 
Cffs in ridiculing others: the manner how 
he handled his fubjeSi I have now forgot, 
having jufl looked it over, when it £rft 
came out, as others did, merely for the 
fake of the % title. 

The other anfwer is from a pcr£bn of a 
graver charader, and is made up of half 
invedive, and half annotation ; f in the 
latter of which he hath generally fucoeeded 
well enougli. And the proje<9: at that 
time was not amifs to draw in readers to 
his pamphlet, feveral having appeared 
defirous, that there might be ibme ex- 
plication of the more difficult paffiiges. 
Neither can he be altogether blamed for 
offering at the invedive part, becaufe it is 
agreed on all hands, that the author had 

X This we cannot recnver appean bufied to illuftrate a 

at prefciit, it being fo abfolute- «K>rk, which he hbonred to 

ly forgotten, the olJcft book- condemn, and adds force to a 

Men in tnJc remember no- fatire pointed againft himfelf : 

thing of it. as captives were bound to the 

t ff''»ttoH\ defence of his chariot- wheel of the viAor,and 

rrflcclions upon ancient and compelled to incrcafe the pomp 

niodirn learning: from the an- of his triumph, whom they 

notation arc fclci^ted the notes had in vain attempted to de- 

figncd fr. ft ilttn ; thui ffelton feu. 
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fjarca him faffident provocation. The 
^ccat objcdion is againft his manner of 
ticating it, very unfuitable to one of his 
fanffirai. It was determined by a fair majo- 
rity, that this anfwerer had, in a way not 
lobe pardoned, drawn his pen againft a 
certain great man then alive, and imiver- 
hHy icrerenoed for e\'ery good qnali^ that 
could po^Iibly enter into the compcmtion 
of die mdd accomplinied perfbn; it was 
obfeivcd , how he was pleaied, and aScQ.- 
«d to have that noble writer called hb ad* 
fcr^iy; and it was a point of iatyr well 
HreGtcA; (or I have been told, Sir JViUiam 
TtmpU was iiifficiently mortified at the 
tcnn. All the men of wit and politenefi 
were immediately up in arms through in- 
digestion, which prevailed over their con- 
trmpc by dieconfequencesthey apprehend- 
ed from iiich an example ; and it grew 
P9rfennd% cale; idem trecenti juravimus, 
Inihort, things were ripe for a general in- 
fiirredion, till my lord Orrery had a little 
laid the ipirit, and fettled the ferment. 
But, his lordfhip being principally engag- 
ed with another antagonift *, it was 

* BiKtlifj conccmii^ Pbakrit and Mfif. 
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thought necdiary, in order to quiet the 
minds of men, that this oppofer ihould 
receive a reprimand, which pardy occa- 
fioned that difcourfe of the Batde of the 
Books, and the author was ^rther at the 
pains to infert one or two remarks oa him 
in the body of the book. 

This aniwerer has been pleafed to £nd 
hvlt with about a dozen pailag^ which 
the author will not be at the trouble of 
defending, farther than by afluring the 
reader, that, for the greater part the reflcc- 
ter is intirdy miftaken, and forces inter- 
pretations which never once entered into 
the writer's head, nor will (he is Aire) into 
that of any reader of tafte and candor; he 
allows two or three at moft, there pro* 
duced, to have been delivered imwanly ; 
for which he defires to plead the cxcufe 
ofFered already, of his youth, andirank- 
nefs of fpeech, and his papers being out 
of his power at the time they were pub- 
lifhed. 

But this anfwerer infifts, and &ys, what 
he chiefly diflikes, is the defign; what 
that was, I have already told, and I be- 
Heve there is not a peribn in England who 

can 
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can underftand that book, that ever ima- 
gined it to have been any thing elfe, but 
to expofe the abufes and corruption^ in 
learning and religion. 

But it would be good to know what 
dejign this refledter was ferving, when he 
concludes his pamphlet with a caution to 
the reader, to beware of thinking the 
author^s wit was intirely his own : lurely 
this muft have had fbme allay of perfonal 
animofity at leaft mixt with the dejign of 
ferving the public by fo ufeful a difcovery j 
and it indeed touches the author in a ten- 
der point; who inlifts upon it, that 
through the whole book he has not bor- 
rowed one fingle hint from any writer in 
the world ; and he thought, of all criti- 
dims, that would never have been one. 
He conceived, it was never difputed to 
be an original, whatever faults it might 
have. However, this anfwerer produces 
three inftanccs to prove this author s wit is 
not bis ffuon in many places. The firft is, 
that the names of Peter ^ Martin^ and 
Jack are borrowed from a letter of the 
Ute X Duke di Buckingham. Whatever wit 

% Fillers, 



%vu AN APOLOGY. 

is contained in thok three names, the 
author is content to give it up, and de- 
sires his readers will Tubtrad as much as 
they placed upon that account ; at the iame 
time prc^sfting (blemnly, that he never 
once heard of that letter, except in this 
pafiagp of the anfwerer : (o that the names 
were not borrowed, as he affirms, though 
they fhould happen to be the fame ; which 
however is odd enough, and what he 
hardly believes ; that of Jack being not 
quite fo obvious as the other two. The 
^ond inftance to (hew iie authors wit 
is not bis vamy is Peters Banter (as ho 
calls it in his Alfatia phrafe) upoQ 
tranfubftantiation, which is taken nom 
the fame duke's conference with an iriflx 
prieft, where a cork is turned into a hone* 
This the author confeffes to have fcca 
about ten years after his book was written^ 
and a year or two after it was publifhed« 
Nay, the anfwcrcr overthrows this him- 
felf; for he allows the tale was written in 
1697; and, I think, that pamphlet was 
not printed in many years after. It was 
nccefiiif)-, that corruption fhould have 
fomt: nllegory as well as the refl j an4 
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die audior invented the propereft he could, 
without enquiring what other people had 
written; and the commonefl: reader will 
find, there is not the leaft relemblance be- 
tween the twoftories. The third inftance 
is in thefe words ; / have been ajfuredy that 
the battle in St, James's library is, mutatis 
mutandis, taken out of a french book^ enti- 
tuUdi Oraibatdes Uvres, if I mifremember 
not. In which pailage there are two clauies 
obfervabk: 1 bcv&e been affured-y and, if 
I tnifremetnber not, I defire firft to know 
whether, if that conje^re proves an ut- 
ter £^hood, thofe two claufes will be a 
fiiffident excufc for this worthy critic. 
The matter is a trifle; but, would he 
venture to pronounce at this rate upon one 
flf greater moment? I know nothing more 
contemptible in a writer, than the charac- 
ter of a pla^ry; which he here fixes at 
a venture; and this not for a paflage, but 
a whole difcourfe, taken out from another 
book, only mutatis mutandis. The author 
is as much in the dark about this, as the 
anfivexer; and will imitate him by an 
affinnation at random ; that if there be a 
VQ|4 of truth in this reflection, he is ^ 

^ 2 pa\i\xr^^ 
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paultry, imitating pedant, and the an- 
fwerer is a perfon of wit, manners, and 
truth. He takes his boldncfs, from never 
having feen any fuch treatife in his life, 
nor heard of it before ; and he is fure it 
is impoffible for two writers of diilerent 
times and countries to agree in their 
thoughts after fuch a manner, that two 
continued difcouriesfhall be the fame, only 
fftutatis mutandis. Neither will he infift 
upon the miftake in the title ; but let the 
anfwerer and his friend produce any book 
they pleafe, he defies them to (hew one 
fingle particular, where the judicious rea- 
der will affirm he has been obliged fas 
the fmallefl hint ; giving only allowance 
for the accidental encountering of a (ingle 
thought, which he knows may Ibmetimcs 
happen ; though he has never yet found 
it in that difcourfe, nor has heard it ob- 
je<9:ed by any body elfe. 

So that if ever any depgn was unfw- 
tunatcly executed, it muft be that of this 
anfwerer ; who, when he would have it 
obierved, that the author's wit is none rf 
his own, is able to produce but three in- 
ftanccs, two of them mere trifles, and all 

three 
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^ee maiiifeftly BlKc, If this b^ the way 
thde gentlemen deal with the world in 
diole criticifmS) where we have not leifure 
to defeat them, their readers had need b6 
cautious, how they rely upon their credit; 
and whether this proceeding can be recon-^ 
ciled to humanity or truth) let thoie, who 
think it worth their while, determine* 

It is agreed, this anfwerer would have 
fuooeeded much better, if he had ftuck 
wholly to his buflneis, as a commentator 
upon the Tal^ of a tuby wherein it cannot 
be denied that he hath been of fome fervice 
to the public, and hath given very fair 
conjedbires towards clearing up fome dif- 
ficult paffages; but, it is the frequent 
error of thofe men (otherwife very commen- 
dable for their labours) to make excurfions 
beyond their talent and their office, by. 
pretending to point out the beauties and 
the faults; which is no part of their trade, 
which they always fail in, which the world 
never expeded from them, nor give them 
any thanks for endeavouring at. TIk part 
of MinelliuSi or Farnaby % would ha\-c 

\ Low commentators, who wrote now* upon claiTick aar 
tfaufs for the ufe of icboolboys. 
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fallen in with his genius, and m^ht have 
been ferviceable to many readers, who can- 
not enter into the abftrufer parts of diat 
difcourfe ; but Optat ephippia bos piger: 
the dull, unwieldy, ill-fhaped ox would 
needs put on the furniture of a horfe, not 
confidering he was bom to labour, to plow 
the ground for the fake of fuperior beings, 
and that he has neither the {nape, mettle, 
nor fpeed of that noble animal he would 
afFed to perfonate. 

It is another pattern of this anlwerer's 
fair dealing, to give us hints that the au- 
thor is dead, and yet to lay the fiifpicion 
upon fome-body, I know not who, in the 
country; to which can only be returned, 
that he is abfolutely miftaken in all his 
conjeftures; and furely conjedhires arc, 
at beft, too light a pretence to allow a 
man to aflign a name in public. He con- 
demns a book, and confequently the au- 
thor, of whom he is utterly ignorant, yet 
at the fame time fixes, in print, what he 
thinks a difadvantageous character up(»i 
thofe who never deferved it. A man, who 
receives a buffet in the dark, may be al- 
lowed to be vexed ; but it is an odd kind 

of 




tt reVeiige to go to caSs in broad day 
with the iirft he meets, and lay the laA 
night's injury at his door. And thus much 
Ear this Ji/creef, candid^ pious^ and ingetU' 
uts anfwerer. 

How the author came to be without his 
papers, is a dory not proper to be told^ 
and of very Utde ufe, being a private fed, 
of which the reader would believe as lit- 
dc^ CM" as much, as he thought good. He 
had however a blotted copy by him, which 
he intended to have written over with 
many alterations, and this the publifhers 
Were well aware of, having put it into the 
bookieller's preface, that they apprehend- 
td a furreptitious copy^ nrhich ivas to be al- 
teredj &c. This, though not regarded 
by readers, was a real truth, only the 
fiirreptitious copy was rather that, which 
was printed ; and they made all the hade 
thf^ couldf which indeed was needlefs, 
the author not being at all prepared: but 
he has been told, the bookfeller was in 
much pain, having given a good fum of 
money for the copy. 

In the author's original copy there 
were not fb many chafms as appear in the 

a 4 booVw% 
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book ; and why fomc of them were left, 
he knows not: had the pubUcation been 
trufted to liim, he would have made fe- 
yeral correclionsof paffages, againft which 
nothing hath been ever objeded. He 
would likewife have altered a few of thofe, 
that fecm with any reafon to be excepted 
againil ; but, to deal freely, the greateft 
number he fhould have left untouched, as 
ne\er fufpeding it pofUble any wrong in- 
terpretations could be made of them. 

'I'he author obferves, at the end of the 
book there is a difcourfe, called, a frag- 
ment 'y which he more wondered to fee in 
print, than all the reft; having been a 
moft imperfed fketch, with the addition 
of a few loole hints, which he once lent a 
^ntleman, who had designed a difcourfe 
on fbmewhat the feme fubjed ; he never 
thought of it afterwards ; and it was a 
fufficient furprize to fee it pieced up to- 
gether, wholly out of the method and 
fchcmc he had intended, for it was the 
ground-work of a much larger difcourfe; 
and he was fbrry to obfer\'e the materials 
io foolilhly employed. 
. There is one farther objeclion made by 

thoic 
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tlioie who have anfwered this book, as 
well as by fbme others, that Peter is fre- 
quently made to repeat oaths and curies. 
Every reader obfer\'es, it was neceflary to 
know that Pe/er did (wear and curfe. 
The oaths are not printed out, but only 
fuppoied; and the idea of an oath is not 
immoral, like the idea of a prophane or 
inmiodeft fpeech. A man may laugh at 
the popifh folly of curiing people to hell, 
and imagine them fwearing, without any 
crime; but lewd words, or dangerous 
opinions, though printed by halves, fill 
the leader's mind with ill ideas ; and of 
thefe the author cannot be accufed. For 
the judicious reader will find, that the 
fe\*ercft ftrokes of fatyr, in his book, are 
levelled againfi; the modem cuftom of 
employing wit uponthofe topics, of which 
there is a remarkable inilance in the 1 56, 
157th pages f as well as in feveral others, 
though perhaps once or t>\ice expreffed in 
too fi-eea manner, excufable only for the 
reafbns already alledged. Some overtures 
have been made by a third hand to the 
bookieller for the author's altering thofe 
pailages> which he thought might require 
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k: but it ileems the book&IIer will not 
hear of any fuch thing, being apprehen- 
fiye it might fpoil the fale of the book. 

The author cannot conclude this apology 
without making this one refledion ; that^ 
as wit ia the nobieft and mod ufeful ffk of 
human nature, fo humour is the moil 
agreeable; and where thefe two enter £ir 
into the compoHtion of any work, they 
will render it always acceptable to the 
world. Now, the great part of thofe who 
have no fhare or taRc of either, but by 
their pride, pedantry, and ill manners 
ky themfHves bare to the laihesof bothy 
tlunkthe blow is weak, becaufe they are 
in&nilble; and where wit hath any mix- 
ture of raillery, it is but calling it banter ^ 
and the wcxrk is done. This polite word 
of theirs was firft borrowed from the bul- 
lies in If^hite-Friersy then fell among the 
footmen, and at laft retired to the pedants, 
by whom it is applied as properly to the 
piodu£Hons of wit, as if I fhould apply 
it to Sir Ifaac Newton % mathematics: but, 
if this Santerinjr, as they call it, be fo 
deipifeable a thing, whence comes it to 
pais they have fuch a perpetual itch to- 
wards 
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wards it themielves? to inftance only in 
die an(werer already mentioned: it is 
grievous to fee him in ibme of his writings 
at every turn gcnng out of his way to be 
ws^gim, to tell us of/; cvw that pricked 
up her tail; and, inhisanfwer tothisdif* 
courfe he iays, it is all a farce and a ladU\ 
with other paJH^es equally fhining. One 
may fay of thefe impedimenta liter arum^ 
that wit owes them a fhame; and th^ 
cannot take wifer counfel, than to keep 
out of harm's way, or at leaft not to come 
till they are fure they are called. 

To conclude; withthoie allowances a- 
bove required this book fhould be read: 
after which, the author conceives, few 
things will remain, which may not be 
excufed in a young writer. He wrote only 
to the men of wit and tafle ; and he thinks 
he is not miftaken in his accounts, when 
he fays they have been all of his fide, 
enough to give him the vanity of telling 
his name, wherein the world, with all 
its wife conjedhires, is yet very much in 
the dark ; which circumflance is no dif- 
agreeable amufement either to the public 
or himfelf. 
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The author is informed, that the b(X^-> 
jeller has prevailed on feveral gentlemen 
to write Tome explanatory notes; for the 
goodnefs of which he is not to anfwer, hsLv^ 
ing never feen any of them, nor intending 
it till they appear in print ; when it is not 
unlikely he may have the pleafure to £nd 
twenty meanings, whichnever entered in- 
to his imagination. ' 

June 3, 1709. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE the writing of this, which was 
about a year ago, a proftitute book-' 
ieller hath publifhed a foolifh paper, under 
the name oi Notes on the Tale of a tub^ imtb 
fome account of the author ; and with an 
infblence, which I fuppofe is punifhable 
by law, hath prefumed to aflign certain 
names. It will be enough for the author 
to afllire the world, that the writer of that 
paper is utterly wrong in all his conjec- 
tures upon that affair. The author far- 
ther aflerts, that the whole work is in- 
tirely of one hand, which every reader of 
judgment will cafily difco\cr: the gentler 

man. 
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man, who gave the copy to the book- 
leller, being a friend of die author, and 
lifii^ no other liberties, befides that of 
expun^ng certain paf&ges, where now 
Ae chafms appear under the name of defir 
derata. But, if any perfon will prove his 
clium to three lines in the whole book, 
let him ilep forth and tell his name and 
titles; upon which, the bookfeller ihajl 
have orders to prefix them to the next 
edition, and the claimant fliall from hence- 
Ibnvard be acknowledged the undilputed 
ftHthpr. 



Treatifet 



Treati/es written hy the fame author y mofi 
of them mentioned in the folkwing dif- 
cwrfes y which will be fpeedily ptiolijbed, 

ACharader of the prefent fet of wits 
in this iiland. 
A paQcgyrical eflay upon the number 

THREE. 

A difieitation upon the principal pro- 
dudions of Gruh-Jlreet, 

Ledutes upon a dif&dion of human 
nature. 

A panegyric upon the world. 

An analytical difcourle upon zeal, hf- 
tori-theo-phyji-logically confidered. 

A general hiftory of ears. 

A modeft defence of the proceedings 
of the rabble in all ages. 

A defcription of the kingdom of ah- 
furdities. 

A voyage into England^ by -a peribn 
of quality in terra aufralis inccgniia^ 
tranflated from the original. 

A critical eflay upon the art of cant- 
ing, philofophically, phyfiically, and mu- 
iically confidered. 

T O 




T O 
"THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN 

LORD SOMMERS. 

MY LORD, 

ALTHOUGH the author has writ- 
ten a large dedication, yet that 
being addrefs'd to a prince, whom I am 
never likely to have the honour of being 
known to ; a peribn befides, as far as 
I can obierve, not at all regarded, or 
thought on by any of our prefent writ- 
ers; and being wholly free from that 
flavay, which bookfellers ufiially lie un- 
der, to the caprices of authors ; I think 
it a wife piece of prefumption to inicribe 
tfaefe papers to your lordfhip, and to im- 
plore your lordfhip's proteftion of them. 
God and your lordfhip know their faults, 
and their merits; for, as to my own 
particular, I am altogether a (Iranger to 
the matter ; and though every body elfe 
Vol. 1. B ftiovX^ 
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fhould be equally ignorant, I do not fear 
the fale of the book, at all the worfe, 
upon that fcore. Your lordfhip*s name 
on the front in capital letters will at any 
time get off one edition : neither would 
I de^e any other help to grow an alder- 
man, than a patent for the (ble privilege 
of dedicating to your lordfhip. 

I fhould now, in right of a dedica- 
tor, give your lordfhip a lifl of your own 
virtues, and at the fame time be very 
unwilling to offend your modefly; but 
chiefly, I fhould celebrate your liberality 
towards men of great parts and final! 
fortunes, and give you broad hints, that 
I mean myfelf. And I was juft going on, 
in the ufual method, to perufe a huiKired 
or two of dedications, and tranfcribe an 
abflra^l: to be applied to your lordfhip ; 
but I was diverted by a certain acddeot : 
for, upon the covers of thefe papers, I 
cafiially obferved written in large letters 
the two following words, DETUR 
DIGNISSIMOi which, for aught I 
knew, might contain fome important 
meaning. But it unluckily fell out, that 
none of the authors I employ undeiilood 

Latin \ 
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Latin ; (though I have them often in pay 
to tranikte out of that language) I was 
dierefore compelled to have recourie to 
the curate of our parifh, who englifhed 
it dius, Let it be given to the wortbieft : 
and his comment was, that the audbor 
meant his works fhould be dedicated to 
the fiiblimeft genius of the age for wit, 
karning, judgment^ eloquence, and wif- 
dom. I called at a poet's chamber (who 
works for my fhop) in an alley hard by, 
(hewed him the tranfladon, and defired 
his opioion, vi^ho it was that the author 
could mean: he told me, after fome 
coniidefation, that vanity was a thing he 
abhorr*d; but, by the defcription he 
thou^ himielf to be the perfon aimed 
at ; and, at the fame time, he very kind- 
ly oficr*d his own afliftance^^^'/V towards 
penning a dedication to himielf. I defired 
him however to give a fecond guefs j why 
then, fiiid he, it muft be I, or my lord 
Sommers. From thence I went to feveral 
other wits of my acquaintance, with no 
finall hazard and wearinefs to my perfon 
from a prodi^ous number of dark, wind- 
ing ftairs ; but found them all in the fame 
B 2 iVoxv, 
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juftice, and politeneTs, and candor, and 
evennefs of temper in all fcenes of life j 
of that great difcemment in difcovering, 
and readinefs in ^vouring deiervingmen ; 
with forty other common topics : I con- 
fefs, I have neither confcience, nor coun- 
tenance to do it. Becaufe, there is no 
virtue, either of a public or pri\rate life, 
which fome circumftances of your own 
have not often produced upon the ftage 
of the world ; and thofe few, which, (or 
want of occaiions to exert them, might 
otherwife have pailed unfeen or imobferved 
by your friends, your * enemies have at 
length brought to light. 

It is true, I fhould be very loth, the 
bright example of your lordfhip's virtues 
ihould be loft to after-ages, both for their 
fake and your own ; but chiefly, becaufe 
they will be fo very ncceflary to adorn 
the hiftory of a late f reign ; and that is 
another reafbn, why I would forbear to 

* III 1701 lord Sommers trial without them, and ac> 
was impeached by the com- quitted him. 
mons, who cither finding f K. JVSIBatifs ; whofe 
their proofs defcdive, or for mcmonr he defended in the 
other reafons, delay'd coming H. of Lords againft fome in- 
to a trial, and the lords vidious reflexions of the E. of 
Iheteupon proceeded to the Ntttingbam, 

make: 
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make a recital of them here ; becaufe I 
have been told by wife men, that, as de> 
dkations have run (or fbme years pail, 
a good hiftorian will not be apt to have 
recourfe thither in (earch of charaders. 

There is one point, wherein I think 
we dedicators would do well to chan^ 
our measures ; I mean, inftead of running 
OD (b ^ upon the praile of our patrons 
bierality^ to fpend a word or two in ad- 
xnirii^ their patience. I can put no greater 
compliment on your Icx-dibip's, than by 
gKving you (o ample an occa£on to exer* 
dfe it at prefent. Though perhaps I 
fhall not be apt to reckon much merit 
to your Wdiliip upon that {core, who 
having been formerly ufed to tedious ha> 
xangues *, and ibmetimes to as little 
purpose, will be the readier to pardon 
this ; e^)ecially, when it is offered by one, 
who is with all refped and veneration, 

Mt Lord, 

Tour lordjkip'i mojl obedient ^ 

and moft faithful fer-canty 

The Bookfeller. 

• Sir *J»hn Stmmers was 1692, and lord high chan- 
»aorr.ry general ; then made celior and baron of Evefiam 
lord keeper of the feals in in Afrll 1697. 



S THE BOOKSELLER 

TO THE READER. 

IT is now * fix years fince thcfe papers 
came firft to my hand, which (eems 
to have been about a twelve-month after 
they were written : for, the author tells 
us in his preface to the firft treatile, that 
he hath oilculated it for the year 1697, 
and in feveral pafiages of that difcourfe, 
as well as the fecond, it appears, they 
were written about that time. 

As to the author, I can give no manner 
of (atisfadion; however, I am credibly 
informed that this publication is without 
his knowledge ; for he concludes the copy 
is loft, having lent it to a peribn, fince 
dead, and being never in pofiefiion of it 
after : fo that, whether the work, received 
his laft hand, or, whether he intended to 
fill up the defedive places, is like to re- 
main a Iccret, 

If I fhould go about to tell the reader, 
by what accident I became mafter of thefe 
papers, it would in this unbelieving age 
pafs for little more than the cant, or jar- 

• T!.c Talc of a Tub was fiift p'-'^'i^^'l •" »7°4' 

gon 
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on of the trade. I therefore gladly (pare 
odi him and myfelf (o unneceflary a trou- 
le. There yet remains a difficult queC- 
icD, why I publifhed them no fboner. I 
orixve upon two accounts : lirft, becauie 
'. thought I had better work upon my 
nnds ; and fecondiy, becauie I was not 
vidiout Ibme hope of hearing from the 
inthor, and receiving his directions. Bu^ 
[ have been lately alarmed with intelli- 
reoce erf" a furreptitious copy -f-, which a 
xrtam great wit had new polifhed and 
"cfined, or as our prefent writers expreis 
hem&lves, fated to the humour of the age ; 
IS they have aheady done, with great feli- 
aty, to Don ^ixote^ Boccaliniy la Bruyere^ 
ind other authors. However, I thought 
t ^irer dealing to ofJer the whole work in 
ts naturals. If any gentleman will pleafe 
:o fiimifh me with a key, in order to ex- 
plain the more difficult parts, I fhaU very 
rratefully acknowledge the favour, and 
)rint it by itfelf. 

\ Sec the Apologjr. 

THE 



THE 



Epistle Dedicatory, 



T O 



HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCE POSTERITY. 



SIR, 

I HERE prefent your highnefs with 
the fruits of a very i^v^ leifure hours, 
ftolen from the fhort intervals of a world 
of buiinefs, and of an employment quite 
aKen from fuch amufements as this : the 
poor produAion of that refufe of time, 
which has lain heavy upon my hands, 
during a long prorogation of parliament, 
a great dearth of foreign news, and a 



The citation out of Iramus 
in the titU-pagi^ which feems 
to be all Gibberijhy is a form 
of initiation ufed antlently by 
the Marcofian heretics. W, 

It is the ufual ftvle Qf decri- 
ed writera to appeal toPofterity, 
who is herp reprefented 4s a 



prince in his nonage, and Time 
as his governor ; and the author 
begins in a way very frequent 
with him, by perfonating other 
writers, who fometimes offer 
Aich reafons and excufes for 
publifhing their works, as they 
ought chiefly to conceal and be 
ammed of* 
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tedious fit of rainy weather : for which, 
and other reafbns, it cannot chufe ex- 
treamly to deferve flich a patronage as 
that or your bighnefsy whofe numberlds 
virtues, in fb few years, make the world 
look upon you as the future example to 
all princes : for although ^o»r higbnefs is 
hardly got clear of infancy, yet has the 
univcrfal learned world already refblved 
upon appealing to your future didates 
with the loweft and moft refigned fiib- 
miflion; fate having decreed you fble 
arbiter of the produdtions of human wit 
in this poUte and mofl accomplifhed agp. 
Methinks, the number of appellants were 
enough to fKock and flartle any judge of 
a genius lefs unlimited than yours : bu^ 
in order to prevent fuch glorious trials, 
the perfofty it (eems, to whole care the 
education of your higbnefs is committed, 
has refolved (as I am told) to keep you in 
almofl an univerfal ignorance of our fhi- 
dies, which it is your inherent birthright 
to infpedi:. 

It is amazing to me, that this per/on 
fhould have afTurance in the face of the 
fun to go about perfuading your hsghrufs^ 

that 
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ibat our agi is almoft wholly illiterate, 
and has hardly produced one writer upon 
any fiibjed. I know very well, that when 
your bigbmfs (hall come to riper years, 
and have gone through the learning of 
andqui^, you will be too curious to 
ncgled enquiring into the authors of the 
very age before you : and to think that 
this inffdent^ in the account he is prepar- 
ing to: your view, defigns to reduce diem 
to a number lb infignificant as I am a- 
(hamcd to mention ; it moves my zeal 
and my fpleen for the honour and intereft 
of our ^^ flourifhing body, as well as 
of mylelf, for whom I know by long ex- 
perience, he has profefled, and ftill con- 
tinues, a peculiar malice. 

It is not unlikely, that, when your 
highnefs will one day perufe what I am 
now writing, you may be ready to ex- 
poftulate with your governor upon the 
credit of what I here affirm, and com- 
mand him to fhew you fome of our pro- 
ductions. To which he will anfwer, (for 
I am well informed of his defigns) by 
aiking your highnefs, where they are? 
and what is become of them ? and pre- 
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tend it a demonilration that there nevef i 
were any, becaufe they are not then to i 
be found: not to be found! who has 
miflaid them ? are they funk in the abyft 
of things ? it is certain, that in their own 
nature they were light enough to fwim 
upon the furface for all eternity. There^ 
fore the fault is in him, who tied weights 
fb heavy to their heels, as todeprefs them 
to the center. Is their very eflence de^ 
flroyed ? who has annihilated them ? were 
they drowned by purges, or martyred by 
fipesf who adminiflred them to the 

pofleriors of ? But that it may no 

longer be a doubt with j^wr bigbnefs^ who 
is to be the author of this univerfal niin ; 
I befeech you to obfer\'e that large and 
terrible y^y/ii^, which your governor af- 
feds to bear continually about him* Be 
pleafed to remark the length and flrength, 
the fharpnefs and hardnefs of his naiis 
and teeth : confider his baneful, abomi- 
nable breath, enemy to life and matter, 
infcdious and corrupting: and then re- 
flect, whether it be pofTible for any mortal 
ink and paper of this generation to make 
a fuitablc rcfiftance. Oh ! that j'W/r bigb- 

nefs 
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mrfs would one day refblve to difarm this 
wirpmg * maitre du falais^ of his fu- 
lious engines, and bring your empire 
'\b0r5 depage. 

It were endlefs to recount the feveral 
methods of tyranny and deftrudion, 
which your governor is pleafed to pradife 
upon this occa£\on. His inveterate malice 
IS fiich to the writings of our age, that of 
feveral thou&nds produced yearly from 
this renowned city, before the next revo- 
lution of the fun there is not one to be 
heard of: unhappy infants, many of them 
baibaroufly deflroyed, before they have 
fo much as learnt their mother tongue to 
beg for pity. Some he flifles in their 
cradles, others he frights into convuUions, 
whereof they fuddenly die : fome he flays 
alive, others he tears limb from limb. 
Great numbers are offered to Molochy and 
the refl, tainted by his breath, die of a 
languifhing conflimption. 

* CmMrtOtr. The king- kingdom was admlniftered by 

dom of Frame had a race of t)nt mayor dt palais^ till CbarUt 

kings, which they call Us Martil the laft mayor put his 

rfs famaut (from their do- mafter to death, and took the 

ing nothing) who lived lazily kingdom into his own hand, 

in their apartments, while the ■{ Out if gMardianJhip. 



j6 dedication to 

But the concern I have mod at hearty 
is for our corporation oi poets, fix)m whom 
I am preparing a petition to your highnefi^ 
to be Aibfcribed with the names of one 
hundred thirty-fix of the firfl rate, but 
whofe immortal produdions are never 
likely to reach your eyes, though each 
of them is now an humble and an eamefl 
appellant for the laurel, and has lar^ 
comely volumes ready to fhew for a fiip- 
port to his pretenfions. The never-dying 
works of diefe iUufbious perfbns your 
governor y fir, has devoted to unavoidable 
death ; and your highnefs is to be made 
believe, that our age has never arrived at 
the honour to produce one fingle poet. 

We confefs immortality to be a g^eat 
and powerful goddefs ; but in vain we 
offer up to her our devotions and our 
facrificcs, ]£your highnefs'^ governor y who 
has ufurped the priejiboody mufl by an 
unparallel'd ambition and avarice wholly 
intercept and devour them. 

To affirm that our age is altogether 
unlearned, and devoid of writers in any 
kind, fccms to be an aiTcrtion fo bold and 
fo fali'c, that I have been fomctimc think- 
ing, 
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iag, die ixHitraiy may almoft be proved by 
unooiitFoulable demonftration. It is true 
indeed, that altho* their numbers be vaft, 
and their produ<Slions numerous in propor-^ 
ticMi, yet are they hurried {o haflily off the 
fcene, that they elcape our memory, and 
dude our (ighti When I firfl thought of 
this addrefs, I had prepared a copious lift 
of tit/es to prefent your bigbnefs^ as an un- 
difputed argument for what I affirm. The 
ori^oials were pofted frefh upon all gates 
and comers of ftreets ; but, returning in 
a very few hours to take a review, they 
were all torn down, and frefh ones in 
their places : I enquired after them among 
readers and bookfellers, but I enquired in 
vain) the memorial of them was loji atnong 
meriy their place was no more to be found : 
and I was laughed to fcorn for a clown and 
a pedanty without all tafte and rdinement, 
little veried in the courfe o{ prefent affairs, 
and that knew nothing of what had pafled 
in the befl companies of court and town. 
So that I can only avow in general to your 
Ingbnefsy that we do abound m learning 
and wit ; but to fix upon particulars, is a 
tafk too ilippery for my flender abilities. 

C Vi 
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If I fhould venture in a windy day to af- 
finn to your highmfsy that there is a lai^e 
doud near the horizon in the iotm of a 
beary another in the zenith with the head 
of an afsy a third to the weftward with 
claws like a dragon ; and your bighnefs 
fhould in a few minutes think fit to exa- 
mine the truth, it is certain, they would 
all be changed in figure and pofition, new 
ones would arife, and all we could agree 
upon would be, that clouds there were, 
but that I was grofly miftaken in the zoo- 
graphy and topography of them. 

But yovLt governor perhaps may ftill in- 
{ifl, and put the queftion : What is then 
become of thofe immenfe bales of paper, 
which muft needs have been employed in 
fuch numbers of books ? can thefe alfb 
be wholly annihilate, and (b of a flidden, 
as I pretend ? What (hall I fay in return 
of fb invidious an objedion ? it ill befits 
the diflance between your highnefs and 
me, to fend you for ocular convi^on to 
zjakeSy or an ffven ; to the windows of a 
bawdy-houfe^ or to a fordid lanthern. Books, 
like men their authors, have no more 
than one way of coming into the world, 

but 
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but there are ten thoufand to go out of it, 
and return no more. 

I profeis Xoyour bigbnefs in the integri- 
Xy dE ray heart, that what I am going to 
(ay is literally true this minute I am writ> 
ing : what revolutions may liappen before 
it (hall be ready for your perufal, I can by 
no means warrant : however, I beg you to 
accept it as a fpecimen of our learning, our 
politenefs, and our wit. I do therefore affirm 
upondie word of a fincere man, that there is 
now adually in beuig a certain poet, called 
yohft Dfydeft) whofe tranflation of Firgil 
was lately printed in a large folio, well 
bound, and if diligent fearch were made, 
fiw" aught I know, is yet to be leen. There 
is another, called Nahum Tate^ who is 
ready to make oath, that he has cauled 
many reams of verfe to be publifhed, 
whereof both himfelf and his bookfeller 
(if lawfully required) can ftill produce 
authentic copies, and therefore wonders 
why the world is pleafed to make fuch a 
fecrct of it There is a third, known by 
the name of Tom Durfey^ a poet of a vaft 
comprehenfion, an univerfal genius, and 
moft profound learning. There are alfo 

C 2 w& 
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one Mr. Rytner^ and one Mr. Dennis^ moil 
profound critics. There is a perfon ftyled 
Dr. Bentleyy who has written near a thou- 
land pages of immenfe erudition, giving 
a full and true account of a certainy^^^^ 
Sif of wonderful importance between him- 
fclf and a bookfeller * : he is a writer of in- 
finite wit and humoiir ; no man raillies 
with a better grace, and in more iprightly 
turns. Farther I avow to your ligine/}, 
that with thcfe eyes I have beheld the per- 
fon of ff^illiam TVotton^ B. D. who has 
written a good fizeable volume againft a 
friend of your governor + (from whom alas 
he muft therefore look for little favour) 
in a moft gentlemanly flile, adorned witli 
the utmoft politenefs and civility ; replete 
with difcoveries equally valuable for their 
novelty and uie; and embellifhed with 
traits of wit fo poignant and fo appofit^ 
that he is a worthy yokemate to his fore- 
mentioned friend* 

Why fhould I go upon toher parti- 
culars, which might nil a volume with 

* BeHllej in hi* controvcHy account of hb <]ial<^;ues with 

with lord Orrtrj upon the n- a bookfeOer about the loan tni 

nuinendsofPteZaru'sepifUe* reftitution of a MS. 

\» given, ia a preface, a long f Sir fyilStm Tn^U. 

the 




PRINCE POSTERITY. 21 

die juft elogies of my contemporary bre- 
tfaren ? I fhall bequeath this piece of jui^ 
dee to a larger work ; wherein I intend 
to write a charader of the prefent fet of 
wits in our nation : their perfbns I (hall 
defcribe particularly and at length, their 
Junius and underftandings in mignature. 

In the mean time, I do here make bold 
to prefent j'wr highnefs with a faithful ab- 
firad drawn from the univerM body of 
all arts and fciences, intended wholly for 
your fcrvice and inflru<EHon: nor do I 
doubt in the leafl, but your highnefs will 
penife it as carefully, and make as con> 
fiderable improvements, as other young 
pinces have already done by the many 
volumes of late years written for a help 
to their fhidies *. 

That jrwr Ag'iiw^ may advance in wif- 
dom and virtue, as well as years, and at 
laft out-fhine all your royal anceftors, 
(hall be the daily prayer of, 

SIR. 
^- Tovr Higbruf/s 

Moji devotedy &c, 

* There were innumerable books printed for the ule of 
die Ompbiiie of France^ 
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PREFACE. 

THE wits of the preient age being fo 
very numerous and penetrating, it 
icems, the grandees oi church ^csAftate bc- 
g^ to fall under hoirible apprehenfions, 
left thcfe gentlemen, during the intervals 
of a long peace, fhould find leifure to pick 
holes in the weak fides of religion and go- 
vernment. To prevent which, there has 
been much thought employed of late up- 
on certain projeds for taking off the force, 
and edge of thofe formidable enquirers, 
from canvafing and reafoning upon fiich 
delicate points. They have at length fixed 
upon one, which will require fome time 
as well as cofl to perfedl. Mean while, 
the danger hourly encreafing by new le- 
vies of wits all appointed (as there is rea- 
fcHi to fear) with pen, ink, and paper, 
which may at an hour's warning be drawn 
out into pamphlets, and other offenfive 
weapons, ready for immediate execution; 
it was judged of abfblute necefHty, that 
ibme prefent expedient be thought on, *till 

C 4 tJMt 
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the main defign can be brought to ma-^ 
turity* To this en4) at a gran4 com* 
inittee fbme days ago this important dif> 
covery was made by a certain curious and 
refined obferver: tliat Teamen have a cuA 
tom, when they meet a wbale^ to fling 
him out an empty tub by way of amufe- 
ment, to ^vert him 6'om laying violeqt 
hands upon the fhip. This parable was 
imme4iately mythologifed ; thcw^z4?was 
interpreted to \y^Hob.bes\ LeviafbafiyWlacli 
tpiles and plays with all fchemes of reli-r 
gipi^ and govemm^t, whereof a great 
many are hollow, and dry, and empty, 
and noiiy, and wooden, and given to to-. 
tation : this is the kviatbarty from whence 
the terrible wits of our age are faid to bor- 
row their weapons. Thcjhip in danger 
is eafily underflood to be its old antitype 
the cotntnomo^altb. But how to analyfe 
the tuby was a matter of difficulty: when, 
after lopg enquiry and debate, die literal 
meaning was preferved ; and it was de- 
creed, that in order to prevent thefe Uvior' 
tbofis from toffing and fporting with the 
CGmmo?rwealthy which of itfelf is too apt to 
fiuElttatey they fliould be diverted from that 

game 
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• pane by a Tale of a Tub. And, my genhu 
tieixig conceived to lie not unhappily that 
way, I had the honour done me to be en- 
^ged in the performance. 

This is the fble defign in publifhing the 
following treatife, which I hope will ierve 
for an interim of ibme months to employ 
thoie unquiet ipirits, 'till the perfedingof 
that great work ; into the fecret of which, 
it is reaibnable the courteous reader fhould 
have fome little light. 

It is intended, that a large academy be 
ereded, capable of containing nine thou> 
fand fevcnhimdred forty and three perfons: 
which by modefl computation is reckoned 
to be pretty near the current number of 
voits in this iiland. Thele are to be difpof^ 
ed into the feveral (chools of this acade- 
my, and there purfue thofe ftudics to which 
their genius moft inclines them. The un> 
dertakerhimlelf will publifh his propo(als 
with all convenient Ipced, to which I 
ihall refer the curious reader for a more 
particular account, mentioning at prefent 
only a few of the principal fchools : there 
is, firft, a large paderafiic fchool, with 
J^rencb knd Italidn mafters. There is, alio. 
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^ffelling fchool, a veryfpacious huildmg: 
the fchool of looking-glaffes : the fcho(d of 
fwearing : the fchool of cr//*cx.« the fchool 
oifalfuation: the fchool of hobhy-borfes z 
the fchool oi poetry : * the fchool of fops z 
the fchool oifpken : the fchool o^ gaming: 
with many others, too tedious to recount. 
No perfbn to be admitted member into any 
of thefe fchools without anatteflationun-* 
dcr two fufRcient perfbns hands, certify- 
ing him to be a wit. 

But, to return : I am fufficiently in- 
flruded in the principal duty of a pre- 
face, if my genius were capable of arriv- 
ing at it. Thrice have I forced my ima- 
gination to make ^<ttour of my invention, 
and thrice it has returned empty ; the lat- 
ter having been wholly drained by the fol- 
lowing treatife. Not fb my more fiiccefs- 
ful brethren the moderns^ who will by no 
means let flip a preface or dedication, with- 
out fomc notable diflinguifhing ftioke to 
furprifc the reader at the entry, and kin- 
dle a wonderful expedlation of what is tt> 

* This I think the author may venture to cenfure one, 

(hould have omiitei, it being who is fo fevere a ccnfurer of 

of the very fame n >ture with uthert, perhaps witS too little 

the /J $iioilittl>j'bf/f If if ont diftioQion. 

enfue. 
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Icifiie. Such was that of a moft ingenious 
who, fcJlicidng his brain for fome- 
new, compared himfelf to the bang- 
and his patron to the patient : this 
• mfignet recens^ indiBum ore alio. 
When I went through that neceilaiy and 
noble -f- couHe of ftudy, I had the hap- 
piness to obferve many fuch egr^ous 
iDiiches, which I fhall not injure the 
authms by tranfplanting: becaufe I have 
remarked, that nothing is fo very tender 
as a modem piece of wit, and which is apt 
to fufier lb much in the carriage. Some 
things are extreamly witty to-day^ or faji- 
ingt cfi in this place^ or at eight a clock, or 
averabottleyorfpoke ^Afr.Whatd'y*call'm, 
or in a fummers morning : any of the 
which, by the fmallefl tranfpofal or mifap- 
plication, is utterly annihilate. Thus, 
vif has its walks and purlieus, out of 
which it may not ftray the breadth of an 
Iwir, upon peril of being loft. The mo- 
dems have artfully nxed this mercury, and 
reduced it to the circumftances of time, 
place, and peribn. Such a jeft there is, 

• f&r. Something extraor- upon before, 
dinanr, new, and ifcver hit + Reading prefaces, Ji'i. 
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that will not pals out of Covent-GartUny 
and flich a one, that is no where intelU- 
^ble but at Hyde-Park comer. Now, 
though it fomedmes tenderly afFeds me to 
ccmiider, that all the towardlj paf&ges I 
0iall deliver in the following treatife, will 
grow quite out of date and relifh widi the 
nrft {hifting of the prefent fcene, vet I 
xnuft needs fubfcribe to the juftice of this 
proceeding; becauie, I cannot imagine 
why we fhould be at expence to fumiih 
wit for fuccceding ages, when die fbnner 
have made no fort of provifion for ours : 
wherein I (peak the fentiment of the very 
neweft, and confequendy the moft ortho- 
dox refiners, as well as my own. How^ 
ever, being extreamly follicitous, that every 
accomplimcd pedbn, who has TOt into the 
tafte of wit calculated for mis prefent 
month of ^c^^x^, 1697, ihould defcend 
to the very bottom of all the fublime 
throughout this treatife; I hold fit to lay 
down this general maxim: whatever rea-^ 
der delires to have a thorough compie- 
henfion of an author's thoughts, cannot 
take a better method, than by putting 
himfelf into the circun^ibnoes and pofturct 

of 
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|«riife9 that the writer was in upon every- 
rinpaftant paflSige, as it flowed from his 
[pen: for ^is will introduce a parity and 
Arid carrefpondence of ideas between the 
reader and the author. Now, to aflift 
the diligent reader in fo delicate an aflair, 
as far as brevi^ will permit, I have recol- 
kded, that the fhrewdeft pieces of this 
treatife were conceived in bed, in a garret: 
at odier times, for a reafon beft known 
to myfelf, I thought fit to fharpen my in> 
vention with hunger; and in general, the 
whole work was begun, continued, and 
ended, under a long courfe of phyflc, and 
a great want of money. Now, I do 
affirm, it will be abfolutely impoflible for 
the candid peruier to go along with me 
in a great many bright paflages, unlefs, 
upon the feveral difficulties emergent, he 
will pleaie to capacitate and prepare him- 
ielf by thefe dire(9ions. And this I lay 
down as my principal poftulatum. 

Becaufe I have profefled to be a mod 
devoted fervant of all modem forms, I ap- 
pEehend fbme ciuious '■mt may object 
againft me, for proceeding thus far in a 
prefece without declaiming, according to 
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the cuflom, againft the multitude o£writ<* 
ers, whereof the whole multitude of writ' 
ers mdl realbnably complain. I am juft 
come from peruung fome hundreds of 
pre^ices, wherein the authors do at the 
veiy banning addrefs the gentle reado* 
concerning this enormous erievance. Of 
thefe I have preferved a &w examples, 
and fhall iet them down as near as my 
memory has been able to retain them* 

One begins thus ; 

For a man tofet up for a writer^ when 
the prefs /warms withy 6cc. 

Another ; 

The tax upon paper does not lejfen the 
number offcriblers^ who daily pefiery &c. 

Another; 

When every little would-he-wit takes pen 
in handy *tis in vain to enter the Uflsy &c. 

Another ; 

To obfervc what trafh th prefs fisarms 
with, 6cc. 

Another; 
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Another ; 

Sir, // is meerly in obedience to your com- 
mands, that I venture into the public ; for 
^p6o upon a lefs conjideration would be of a 
forty with fuch a rabble of fcriblers, &c. 

Now, I have two words in my own 
«lefence againft this obje6tion. Firft, I 
am far fiom granting the number of writ- 
ers a miiiance to our nation, having ftre- 
nuoufly maintained the contrary in feveral 
parts of the follo\vingdircour{e. Secondly, 
I do not well underftand the juftice of this 
proceeding; becaufe I obferve many of 
thefe polite prefaces to be not only fi'om 
die fame hand, but from thofe, who are 
moft voluminous in their feveral produc- 
tions. Upon which, I fhall tell the reader 
a flxxt tale: 

A mountebank, in Leicefler-Fields^ had 
drawn a hugeaflembly about him. Among 
the reft, a fatimwieldy fellow, half ftifled 
in the prefs, would be every fit crying 
out. Lord I what a filthy croud is here ? 
pray, good people, give way a little. Blels 
me! what a devil has raked this rabble to- 
gether: z ds, what Iqueezing is this ! 
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hoDeft friend, remove your elbow. At 
lafl a weaver, that ftood next him, could 
hold no longer : A plague confound you 
f/aid he J for an overgrown floven ; and 
who, in the devil's name, I wonder, helps 
to make up the croud half fo much as 
yourfelf ? Don't you confider, with a pox, 
that you take up more room with that 
carcais than any five here ? is not the 
place as free for us as for you ? bring your 
own guts to a reaibnable compafs, and be 
d — ^n'd, and then Til engage we (hall have 
room enough for us all. 

There are certain common privileges 
of a writer, the benefit whereof, I hope, 
there will be no reafon to doubt ; parti'- 
cularly, that, where I am not under&xxl, 
it ihall be concluded, that fbmething very 
ufeful and profound is couched under* 
neath : and again, that whatever word or 
fentence is printed in a different character, 
fhall be judged to contain fbmething ex-^ 
traordinary either of wit oxfublime. 

As for the liberty I have thought fit to 
take of praifing myfelf, upon fbme occa- 
fions or none ; I am fure it will need no 
«xcufe, if a multitude of great examples 

be 
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be allowed fufficient authority: for it k 
here to be noted, that praife was origi- 
nally a penfion paid by the worid; but 
the fiwderns^ finding the trouble and 
charge too great in colleding it, have 
latdly bought out the fee-fimpU'y fincc 
which time, the right of prefentation is 
wholly in ourfelves. For this reafon it is, 
that, when an author makes his own elogy, 
he uies a certain form to declare and infill 
upon his title, which is commonly in 
thefe or the like words, I fpeak without 
vanity ; which I think plainly fliews it to 
be a matter of right and juftice. Now, I 
do here once for all declare, that in every 
encounter of this nature through the fol- 
lowing treatife the form aforefaid is implied; 
which I mention, to fave the trouble of re- 
peating it on fo many occaflons. 

It is a great eafe to my confcience, that 
I have written fo elaborate and ufefiil 
a dilcourfe without one gram of fatyr 
intermixed ; which is the fole point, 
wherein I have taken leave to dilTent 
from the famous originals of our age and 
country. I have obferved Ibme fatyrifts 
to ufe the public much at the rate, that 

Vol. I. D ^^^tvX^ 
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pedants do a naughty boy ready horicd 
for difcipline : firft, expoflulate the cafe, 
then plead the neceHlty of the rod from. 
great provocations, and conclude every 
period with a lafh. Now, if 1 know any 
thing of mankind, thefe gentlemen might 
very well Ipare their reproof and correc- 
tion: for there is not, through all nature, 
another (o callous and infenfible a member 
as the world* s pofteriorsy whether you ap- 
ply to it the toe or the birch. Befides, 
mod of our late fatyrifts feem to lie under 
a Ibrt of miftake; that, becaufe nettles 
have the prerogative to fting, therefore 
all other weeds muft do fb too. I make 
not this comparifon out of the leaft d&- 
fign to detract from thcfe worthy writers : 
for it is well known among tnythologiftsy 
that weeds have the preheminence over 
all other vegetables ; and therefore die 
firft monarch of this ifland, whofe tafte 
and judgment were fo acute and refoied, 
did very wifely root out the rofes from the 
collar of the order^ and plant the thijlles 
in their flead, as the nobler flower or the 
two. For which reafon it is conjedured 
by profounder antiquaries, that the ^ity- 

rical 
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rical itch, fb prevalent in this part of our 
ifland, was firfl brought among us fix)m 
beyond the T'weed. Here may it long 
flourifli and abound : may it furvive and 
negled the (com of the world, with as 
much eaie and contempt, as the world 
is infenfible to the lafhes of it. May 
their own dulnefs, or that ot their party, 
be no difcouragement for the authc»^ to 
proceed; but let them remember, it is 
with ixiits as with razors y which are never 
io apt to cut thofe they are employ 'd on, 
as when they have hfi their edge, Befides, 
thofe, whofe teeth are too rotten to bite, 
are beft, of all others, quaHfied to re- 
venge that defed with their breath. 

I am not like other men, to envy or 
undervalue the talents I cannot reach ; for 
which reafon I muft needs bear a true 
hcMiour to this large eminent fed of our 
Britijb writers. Ajid I hope, this litde 
pan^yric will not be ofFenfive to their ears, 
fince it has the advantage of being only 
defigned for themfelves. Indeed, nature 
herfelf has taken order, that fame and 
honour (hould be purchafed at a better 
penny-worth by latyr, than by any other 
D 2 pTod\i6^\OT& 
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productions of the brain, the world being 
fbonefl provoked to praife by lafies^ as 
men are to love. There is a problem in 
an ancient author, why dedications, and 
odier bundles of flattery, run all upon 
ftale mufty topics without the fmalleft 
tindhire of any thing new, not only to 
the torment and naufeating of the chrif- 
tian reader, but, if not fuddenly prevent- 
ed, to the univerfal fpreading of that pef- 
tilent difeafc, the lethargy, in this ifland : 
whereas there is very little fatyr, which 
has not fomething in it untouched before. 
The defeds of the former are ufually im- 
puted to the want of invention among 
thofe, who are dealers in that kind j but, I 
think, with a great deal of injuftice, the 
folution being eafy and natural : for, the 
materials of panegyric, being very few in 
number, have been long fince exhaufted. 
For, as health is but one thing, and has 
been always the fame, whereas dileafes 
arc by thoufands, befides new and daily 
additions ; fb, all the virtues that have 
been ever in mankind, arc to be counted 
upon a few fingers; but his follies and 
vices are innumerable, and time adds 

hourly^ 
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hourly to the heap. Now the utmoft a 
poor poet can do, is to get by heart a 
lift of the cardinal virtues, and deal them 
with his utmoft liberality to his hero or 
his patron: he may ring the changes as 
far as it will go, and vary his phraie *till 
he has talked round : but the reader quick- 
ly finds it is all * pork^ with a little varie- 
ty of fauce. For there is no inventing 
terms of art beyond our ideas; and, whea 
our ideas are exhaufted, terms of art muft 
be fo too. 

But, though the matter for panegyric 
were as fruitful as the topics of fatyr, yet 
would it not be hard to find out a ftif- 
ficient reafbn, why the latter will be al- 
ways better received than the firfL For, 
this being bellowed only upon one, or a 
few perfons at a time, is lure to railc 
envy, and confequently ill words from 
the reft, who have no fhare in the blef^ 
fing ; but fatyr, being levelled at all, is 
never refentcd for an offence by any, fince 
every individual perfbn makes bold to 
imderftand it of others, and very wifely 
removes his particular part of the burthen 

♦ Plvtarch. 
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upon the ihoulders of the world, which 
are broad enough, and able to bear it. 
To this purpofe, I have {ometimes re- 
fleded upon the difierence between Athens 
and England with refped to the point 
before us. In the f Attic commonwealth 
it was the privilege and birth-right of 
every citizen and poet to rail aloud, and 
in public, or toexpofe upon theflage, 
by name, any perfon they plealed, though 
TO the greateft figure, whether a Crerniy 
an Hyper bolus y an Alcibiades, or a Demof- 
tbenes: but, on the other fide, the leaft 
refleding word let fall againft the people 
in general, was immediately caught up, 
and revenged upon the authors, however 
confiderable for their quality or their 
merits. Whereas in England it is jufl the 
reverfeofallthis. Here, youmayfecure- 
\y dilplay your utmoft rhetoric againft 
inankind, in the face of the world ; tell 
them, ** That all are gone aftray ; that 
*' there is none that doth goody no not one\ 
" that we live in the very dregs of time ; 
** that knavery and atheifm are epidemic 
" cs the pox\ that honefiy is fied with Af- 

t Vid, Xtn. 
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". tnea j" with any other common places, 
equaliy new and eloquent, which are fVir- 
niflied by the *fplendida bilis. And when 
you have done, the whole audience, far 
fiom being ofFended, fhall return you 
thanks, as a deliverer of precious and ule> 
fill truths. Nay farther; it is but to 
venture your lungs, and you may preach 
in Cffvent-Garden againil foppery and 
Ibniicatioa, and fometbing elje : againft 
pride, and difllmulation, and bribery, at 
JVbite-Hall: you may expofe rapine and 
injuftioe in the inns of court chapel : and 
in a €ity pulpit, be as iierce as you pleafe 
againft avarice, hypocrify, and extortion. 
'Tis but a ball bandied to and fix>, and 
every man carries a rochet about him to 
ftiike it from himielf among the reft c^ 
the company. But, on the other fide, 
whoever fhould miflake the nature of 
things fb far, as to drop but a fingle hint 
in pubUc, hovffuch a one flanged half the 
fleet, and half poifoned the reft: how 
fud) a onCy from a true principle of hue 
and honour y pays no debts but for wenches 
and play: hawfuch a one has got a clap, 

• Hsr, SpUn, 
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TALE of a TUR 

SECT. I. 
THE INTRODUCTION. 

WHOEVER hath an ambition to 
be heard in a croud, muft pre^ 
and ^eeze, and dmift, and climb, witb 
indefatigable pains, 'till he has exalted 
faimfilf to a certain degree of altitude 
abore them. Now in all aflemblies, 
thou^ you wedge them ever fo dofc^ 
we may obfcrve this peculiar property, 
that over their heads there is room enou^ 
but how to reach it is the difficult point ; 
it being as hard to get quit of number y as 
of Af/^; 

* — - — evader e ad auraSy 



Hoc opusy bic labor eft. 

To this end the philofopher's way in 
gU ages has been by ere<Sting certain edi- 

* But to Rtmn, and view the cfaeeifiil Ikks j 
In dat tibe vdk. and migiity labour lies. 
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fices in the air : but, whatever prance 
and reputation thefe kind of imidures 
have formerly pofleflcd, or may ftill con- 
tinue in, not excepting even mat of So- 
cratesy when he was fufpended in a bafket 
to help contemplation ; I think, with due 
fubmmlon, they feem to labour \mder two 
Inconveniences. F;;^, That the founda- 
tions being laid too high, they have been 
often out o{ fight y and ever out of hear- 
ing. Secondly y That the materials, being 
very traniitory, have fuflered much from 
inclemencies of air, efpecially in thefe 
north-wefl regions. 

Therefore, towards the jufl performance 
of this great work there remain but three 
methods, that I can think on; whereof 
the wifdom of our anceflors being highly 
fenfible, has, to encourage all afpiring ad- 
venturers, thought fit to eredl three wooden 
machines for the ufe of thofe orators, who 
defire to talk much without interruption. 
Thefe arc, the pulpit y the ladder^ and the 
fta^e-itinerant. For, as to the ^^r^ though 
it be compounded of the fame matter, 
and defigned tor the fame ufe, it cannot 
however be well allowed the honour of a 

fourth, 
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Ibiirth, by reafon of its level or inferior 
fituadon expofing it to perpetual intemip- 
tion from collaterals. Neither can the 
bench itfelf, though raifed to a proper 
cminency, put in a better claim, whatever 
its advocates infril on. For, if they pleafe 
to look into the original defign of its e- 
redtion, and the circumilances or adjunds 
fobfervient to that defign, they will foon 
acknowledge the prefent pradice exa<ftly 
corTeljx)ndent to the primitive inftitution, 
and both to anfwer the etymology of the 
name, which in the Pbce?iician tongue is 
a word of great fignification, importing, 
if literally interpreted, the place of Jleep ; 
but in common acceptation, a feat nveil 
boljiered and cufhionedy for the repofe of 
old and gouty limbs : fenes ut in otia tuM 
recedant. Fortune being indebted to them 
this part of retaliation, that, as formerly 
tiiey have long talked y whilft others Jlepty 
fo now they may Jleep as long, whilft 
others tali. 

But if no other argument could occur 
to exclude the bench and the bar from the 
Kft of oratorial machines, it were fuffici- 
ent, that the admiflion of them would 
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overthrow a number, which I was reiblv- 
ed to eflablifh, whatever argument it 
might coft me; in imitation of that pru- 
dent method obferved by many other phi- 
lofbphers and great clerks, whole chief 
art in diviiion has been to grow fond of 
ibme proper myftical number, which their 
ima^ations have rendered facred, to a 
degree, that they force common reafbn to 
find room for it in every part of nature ; 
reducing, including, and adjufling every 
genus ^xiA. /pedes within that compafs, by 
coupling fome againft their wills, and 
banUhing others at any rate. Now, among 
all the reft, the profound number THREE 
is that, which hath moft employed my 
fliblimeft (peculations, nor ever without 
wonderful delight. There is now in the 
prefs, and will be publifhed next term, a 
panegyrical eftay of mine upcMi this num> 
ber, wherein I have by moft convincing 
proofs not only reduced ^itfenfes and the 
elements under its banner, but brought 
over fcveral deferters from its two great 
rivals, SEVEN and NINE. 

Now, the firft of thefe oratorial ma- 
chines in place, as well as dignity, is the 

pulpit. 
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pulpit, Oi pulpits there are in this iiland 
ieveral forts; but I efteem only that ma^ 
of timber ftom^cjyha Caledonia, which 
agrees very wdl with our climate. If it 
be upon its decay, it is the better both 
ffx conveyance oif found, and for other 
reafims to be mentioned by and by. The 
&BffGS of perfedion in mape and fize I 
tdce to coniifl in being extreamly narrow, 
with title (xnament, and bed of all widi- 
out a cover (for, by antient rule it ought 
to be the only uncovered vejfel in every 
afiembly, where it is rightfully ufed) by 
which means, from its near reiembknce 
to a pilloiy, it will ever have a mighty in- 
fluence on human ears. 

Of ladders I need fay nothing : it is 
obferved by foreigners themfelves, to the 
hcmour of our country, that we excel all 
Batims in our pradice and underflandii^ 
of diis machine. The afcending orators 
do not only oblige their audience in the a- 
g^eeable delivery, but the whole world 
in the early publication of their fpeeches; 
which I look upon as the choicefl treafiiry 
of our Britijb eloquence, and whereof, I 
am informed, that worthy citizen and 
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bookfeller, Mr. yohn Duntojiy hath made 
a fidthful and a painfiil colleddon, which 
he fhortly defigns to publiih in twelve 
volumes in folio, illuftrated with copper- 
plates. A work highly ufeful and curious, 
and altogether worthy of fuch a hand. 

The laft engine of orators is the * ftage 
Itinerant^ ereded with much fagacity, -f- 
fub jfove pluvioy in triviis SP quadrrviis. It 
is the great foninary of the two former, 
and its orators are (bmetimes preferred to 
the one, and fometimes to the other, in 
proportion to their defervings, there being 
a imd and perpetual intercourle between 
all three. 

From this accurate dedu<^ion it is ma- 
nifeft, that for obtaining attention in pub- 
lic there is of neceffity required 2ifuperior 
fofition of place. But, although this point 
be generrlly granted, yet the caufe is lit- 
tle agreed in ; and it feems to me, that 
very few philofophers have fallen into a 
true, natural folution of this phenomenon. 
The deeped account, and the moft fairly 

* Is the m$untthani^ i Jlagiy f In the open air, and in 

whofe orators the author de- ftreets where the greatell re* 

termines either to the gallows (ore is. 
or a aitveniUli. 

digefted 
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digefted of any I have yet met with, is 
this ; that air being a heavy body, and 
therefore, according to the Ijftem of 
* EpicuruSy continually defcending, muft 
needs be more fo, when loaden and prefled 
down by words; which are alfo bodies of 
much weight and gravity, as it is manifeft 
fix>m thofe deep imprejftons they make and 
leave upon us; and therefore muft be de- 
livered from a due altitude, or elfe they 
will neither carry a good aim, nor fall 
down with a fufHcient force* 

+ Corpoream quoque enim vocem conflare 
fatendum efi^ 
Et fonitum^ quoniam pojfunt impellere 
fenfus. Lucr. Lib. 4. 

And I am the readier to favour this 
conjedure from a common obfervation; 
that in the feveral aflemblies of thefe ora^ 
tors, nature itfelf hath inflxuded the 
liearers to {land with their mouths open, 
and ereded parallel to the horizon, (o as 
they may be interfered by a perpendicu- 

• 

• Lucret. Lib. 2* 

t *Tis certain then, that vaice that tbos can wound. 
Is all material^ tidy every fou/u/. 

Vol. I. E W 
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lar line from the zenith to the center of 
the earth. In which pofition, if the au- 
dience be well compad, every one carries 
home a {hare, and Httle or nothing is loft. 

I confefs, there is fomething yet more 
refined in the contrivance and ftrutShire 
of our modem theatres. For, firft, the 
pit is funk below the ftage with due re- 
gard to the inftitution above-deduced; 
that whatever 'weighty matter ihall be de- 
livered thence, whether it be lead as gold^ 
may fall plum into the jaws of certain 
criticsy as I think they are called, which 
(land ready opened to devour them. 
Then, the boxes are built round, and 
railed to a level with the fcene, in de- 
ference to the ladies; becaufe, that large 
portion of wit, laid out in raifing pru- 
riences and protuberances, is obferved to 
run much upon a line, and ever in a cir- 
cle. The whining paflions, and litde 
ftar\'ed conceits are gently wafted up by 
their own extreme levity to the middle 
region, and there fix and are fi-ozen by 
the frigid undcrftandings of the inhabi- 
tants. Bombaftry and bufFoonry, by na- 
ture lofty and light, foar higheft of all, 

and 
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and would be loft in the roof, if the pru- 
dent architedt had not with much fore^^ 
fight contrived for them a fourth place, 
called the twelve-penny-galleryy and there 
planted a (liitabie colony, who greedily 
intercept them in their pailage. 

Now thisphyfico-logical fcheme of ora- 
torial receptacles or machines contains a 
great myftery, being a t)^pe, a fign, an 
emblem, a fhadow, a fymbol, bearing 
analogy to the Ipacious commonwealth of 
writers, and to thole methods by which 
they muft exalt themlelves to a certain 
eminency ^x>ve the inferior world. By the 
pulpit are adumbrated the writings of 
our modern faints in Great-Britain^ as 
they have fpiritualifed and refined them 
from the drofs and groffiiefs oifetjfe and bu- 
fnanreafon. The matter, as we have laid, is 
of rotten wood; and that upon two con- 
siderations; becaufe it is the quality of 
rotten wood to give light in the dark: and 
fbcondly, becaufe its cavities are full of 
worms ; which is a * type with a pair of 

• The two principal qua- two diiTerent fates of li- writ- 
IHications of a fiinatic preacher ings are, to be burnt or worm- 
are, his inward light, and his eaten, 
hcac ivXt of maggots j and the 

E 2 Yvaxv^^vcw, 
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handles, having a rdped to the two prin- 
cipal qualifications of the orator, and the 
twodiflerentfatesattendinguponhis works. 
The ioiicier is an adequate fymbol of 
faSfion, and of poetry y to both of which 
{o noble a number of authors are indebted 

for their fame, f Oi faBiony becaufe * 

» « « * » 

» * » « » * Hiatus in 

• « * » * MS- 

• ♦ * * * * 0£ poetry, 
becaufe its orators do perorarevAxi[i a fong ; 
and becaufe climbing up by flow d^ees, 
fate is fure to turn them ciF before they 
can reach within many fteps of the top : 
and becaufe it is a preferment attained by 
transferring of propriety, and a confound- 
ing of meum and tuum. 

Under the Jiage itinerant are couched 
thofe produ<Elions defigned for the pleafure 
and delight of mortal man; fuchas, Jix- 
penny-'wortb ofwity Wejiminfier drolleries^ 
delightful tales y compkat jefiers, and the 

f Here is pretended a defcA to enter on the fubjc^ or 

in the manufcript ; and this is when it is a matter of little 

very frequent with our author, moment, or perhaps to amufe 

either when he thinks he can- his reader, whereof he is fre* 

not ixf anv thing worth read- qucntly very fond ; or, Uftly* 

ing, or wnen be bat no mind with iomt fiuyrical intentioo. 

likes 
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like; by which the writers of and for 
GRUB-STREET have in thefe latter 
ages lb nobly triumphed over time ; have 
clipped his wings, pared his nails, filed 
his teeth, turned back his hourglafs, blunt- 
ed his fcythe, and drawn the hobnails out 
of his fhoes. It is under this clafs, I have 
prefumed to lift my prefent treatife, being 
juft come from having the honour confer- 
red upon me, to be adopted a member of 
that Uluftrious fraternity. 

Now, I am not unaware, how the pro- 
du(Stions of the Grub-Jireet brotherhood 
have of late years fallen under many pre- 
judices, nor how it has been the per- 
petual employment of two yV/w^r ftart-up 
fbcieties to ridicule them and their authors, 
as unworthy their eftabliflied poft in the 
commonwealth of wit and learning. Their 
own confciences will eafily inform them, 
whom I mean ; nor has the world been fo 
negligent a looker- on, as not to obferve 
the continual efforts made by the focieties 
of Grejham * and of f Wilfs to edify a 

name 

* GrefiHUH college was the removed to Craiu - Cturi ia 
place where the Royal Society FUet-Street. 
then ine^ from whence they f ^^s affa-hauft in C»- 



54 INTRODUCTION. 

name and reputation upon the ruin of 
OURS, And this is yet a more feeling 
grief to us, upon the regards of tendemefs 
aswellasof juftice, when we refle<Et on their 
proceedings not only asunjuft, but as un- 
grateful, undutifiil, and unnatural. For 
how can it be forgot by the world or them- 
felves, to fay nothing of our own records, 
which are full and clear in the point, that 
they both are feminaries not only of our 
planting^ but our watering too ? I am 
informed, our two rivals have lately made 
an ofier to enter into the lifts with united 
forces, and challenge us to a compariilbn 
of books, both as to weight and nufnier. 
In return to which, with licence from our 
frejident^ I humbly offer two anlwers ; 
firft, we fay, the propofal is like that 
vi\iv^ Archimedes made upon a * fmalier 
affair, including an impoflibility in the 
practice ; for, where can they find fcales of 
capacity enough for the firft, or an arithmc- 
ticijn of c^/^^c//)' enough for the fecond. Se- 
condly, we are ready to accept the chal- 

xtnt-Gardtn was formerly the mty be forfrottcn, and want 

place where the poets ulually this expbnation. 
met, which, though it be yet * n%. About moving the 

frelb in mcoiory, in fome yean carfb. 

lengc i 
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lenge ; but with this condition, that a third 
indiflcrent perfbn be adigned, to whole im* 
partial judgment it fhould be left to de> 
cide, which fbciety each book, treatife or 
pamphlet do moft properly belong to. 
This point, God knows, is very far from 
being fixed at prefent : for, we are ready 
to produce a catalogue of (bme thoufands, 
which in all common juftice ought to be 
entitled to our fraternity, but by the re- 
volted and new-fangled writers mofl per- 
fidioufly afcribed to the others. Upon all 
which, we think it very unbecoming our 
prudence, that the determination fhould 
be remitted to the authors themfelves; 
when our adverfaries by briguing and ca- 
balling have caufed fo univerfal a defe<ftion 
from us, that the greatefl part of our fbciety 
hath already deferted to them, and our 
ncarefl friends begin to fland aloof, as if 
they were half-afhamed to own us. 

This is the utmofl I am authorifed to 
fay upon fb ungrateful and melancholy a 
fubje^ ; becaufe we are extreme unwill- 
ing to inflame a controverfy, whofe con- 
tinuance may be fo fatal to the interefls of 
us all, defu-ing much rather that things 

E 4 la^ 
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be amicabljr compofed ; and we {hall {b 
far advance on our fide, as to be ready to 
receive the two prodigals with open arms 
whenever they (hall think fit to return 
from their hufis and their harlots ; which, 
I think, from the * prefent courfe of their 
ftudics they moft properly may be faid to 
be engaged in ; and Uke an indulgent pa- 
rent continue to them our affedion and 
our blefling. 

But the greatefl maim given to that 
general reception, which the writings of 
our fociety have formerly received (next 
to the tranfitory ftate of all fublunary 
things) hath been a fuperficial vein among 
many readers of tlie prefent age, who will 
by no means be perfuaded to infped be- 
yond the furface and the rind of things ; 
whereas, ivifdom is ^fox^ who, after long 
hunting, will at laft coft you the pains 
to dig out: it is a cheefef which, by how 
much the richer, has the thicker, the 
homelier, and the coarfercoat; and where- 
of to a judicious palate the maggots are 
the beft : it is a Jack-pojfety wherein the 
deeper you go, you will nnd it the fweeter, 

4 VirtuoTo experiments, and modern comedies. 

Wifdom 
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''J§t^dun is a hen^ whofe cackling Vft muft 
value and confider, becaufe it is attended 
with an egg: but, then laftly, it is a nut^ 
which, iinlefs you chufe with judgment, 
may coft you a tooth, and pay you with no- 
thing but a worm. In con^quence of thefe 
moinentous truths, the grub<ean fages 
have always chofen to convey their pre- 
cepts and their arts fhut up within the ve- 
hicles of types and fables, which having 
been perhaps more careful and curious in 
adorning, than was altogether neceflaiy* 
it has Bued with thefe vehicles, after the 
iiiiial &te of coaches over finely painted and 
gilt; that the tranfitory gazers have fb 
dazzled their eyes, and filled their ima- 
^nadons with the outward luflre, as nei- 
ther to r^ird or confider the perfon or 
the parts of the owner within. A misfor- 
tune we undergo with fomewhat le(s re- 
ludancy, becaufe it has been common to 
wzwi^PytbagoraSy ^fopt Socrates^ and 
other of our prcdcceflbrs. 

However, that neither the world, nor 
ourielves, may any longer fufFer by fiich 
mifunderftandings, I have been prevailed 
on, after much importunity h'om my 

friends. 
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friends, to travel in a compleat and labo^ 
rious difTertation upon the prime produc- 
tions of our fociety, which, befides their 
beautiful externals for the gratification q€ 
fuperficial readers, have darkly and deeply 
couched under them the moft finifhed and 
refined fyftems of all fciences and arts ; as 
I do not doubt to lay open by untwiiling 
or unwinding, and either to draw up by 
exantlation, or difplay by incifion. 

This great work was entered upon fome 
years ago by one of our moft eminent 
members : he began with the hiftory of 
'f Reynard thtfoXy but neither lived to pub- 
li(h his effay, nor to proceed farther in fb 
ufeful an attempt, which is very much to 
be lamented, becaufe the diicovery he 
made, and communicated with his friends, 
is now univerfally received ; nor do I think, 
any of the learned will difpute that famous 
treatife to be a compleat body of civil 
knowledge, aiid the revelation, or rather 
the apocalypfe of all ftate arcana. But the 
progrefs I have made is much greater, 

t The author feems here nal -, for the reft, it hat beca 
|o be miftaken, for I have fecn thought by many people to 
% Latin cixtion oi Rejiard^c contain fome fatyrical dcfign 



(ox above a hundred years old, in it- 
HbK)) I pdi« to be the origi- 
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having already finifhed my annotations 
upon (everal dozens ; from fbme of whicfay 
I {hall impart a few hints to the candid 
reader, as far as will be neceflary to the 
conclufion, at which I aim. 

The firft piece I have handled is that 
of Tow 72WW, whofe author was a Pytha- 
gorean philofopher. This dark treattfe con- 
tains the whole fcheme of the Metemp- 
Jychofisy deducing the progrefs of the foul 
through all her ftages. 

The next is Dr. Faufius^ penned by 
Artephius^ an author bonte notte^ and an 
adeptus', he publiflied it in the * nine- 
hundred-eighty-fourth year of his age ; this 
writer proceeds wholly by reincrudatiorty 
or in the via humida : and the marriage 
betweeni^/ja^«j and ii/k/?« does moft con- 
fpicuoufly dilucidate the fermenting of the 
male 2iViA female dragon. 

Whittingtm and his cat is the work of that 

myfterious rahbi^Jehuda HannaJtyConXs^- 

ing a defence of the fgemara of the Jeru- 

falem mifna^ and its juft preference to that 

* The chymifts fay of him fion, explanation, or inteq^rC" 

in their books, that he pro- tation of the Jewijh rabbis : 

longed his life to a thoufand and the nufna is properiy the 

years, and then died volun- code or body of the Jnoifi 

tarily. civil or common law. 

f The gemara is the deci-^ <^ 
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oi Babylon^ contrary to the vulgar opinion* 

The bind and f anther. This is the 
mafter-piece of a famous * writer now 
living, intended for a compleat abflra^ 
offixteen thou&nd {chodir'TDiaiitOTD.Scotus 
to Bellarmin. 

Tommy Pots, Another piece fuppofed 
by the fame hand, by way of fiipplement 
to the former. 

The wife men of Goatham, cum afh- 
fendice. This is a treatife of inmienfe erudi- 
tion, being the great original and fountain 
of thofe arguments, bandied about both 
in France and England, for a jufl defence 
of the moderns learning and wit againfl 
the preflimption, the pride, and igno- 
rance of the antients. This unknown au- 
thor hath fb exhaufled the fubjed, that a 
penetrating reader will eafily difcover what- 
ever hath been written flnce upon that dif- 
pute to be httle more than repetition, -f- An 
abflra<5tof this treatife hath been lately pub- 
lished by a worthy member of our fociety. 

Tliefe notices may ierve to give the learn- 
ed reader an idei, as well as a tafle, of what 

* ViT. In the year 1698. courfe of ancient and modern 
f This I ruppore to be un- learning. 
4erftood of Mr. WMn\ diT- 

the 
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the whole work is likely to produce ; where- 
in I have now altogether circumfcribed my 
thoughts and my ftudies ; and, if I can bring 
it to a perfedion before I die, fhall reckon 
I have well employed the * poor remains 
ofan unfortunate life. This indeed is more 
dian I can juftly exped from a quiQ worn 
to the pith in thefen'ice of the flate, in pros 
and cons upon popijhplotsy and -f- meal tubsy 
and exclufion bills y andpajhe obedience^ and 
addreffes of Ifves and fortunes 'y 2iAprerogar- 
tfUCy and property y and liberty of confcience^ 
and letters to a friend: from an underftand- 
ing and aconfcience thread-bare and ragged 
with perpetual turning ; from a head brok- 
en in a hundred places by the malignants of 
the oppofite fadions ; and from a body fpent 
with poxes ill cured, by trufting to bawds 
and furgeons, who, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, were profefled enemies to me and 
the government, and revenged their par- 
ty'squarrel upon my nofe and fhins. Four- 
icore and eleven pamphlets have I written 

* Here the author feems to and innocence and AiiFerings. 
pofonate VEJlrangt^ Drydtn^ f In king Charles the Se- 

and fome others, who, after cond's time, there was an ac- 

having paft their lives in vices, count of a prijbjttrian plot, 

&dion and faUhood, have the found in a tub, which then 

impudence to talk of merit made much noifc. 

under 
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tinder three reizns, and for the fervice of 
fix and thirty £dions. But, finding the 
date has no farther oocallon for me and 
my ink, I retire willingly to draw it out 
into (peculations more becoming a philofo- 
pher; having, to my unfpeakable com- 
KMt, pafled a long life widi a conscience 
void of offence. 

But to return. I am aiTured from the 
reader*s candor, that the brief fpocimen 
I have given, will eafily dear all the reft 
of our fociety's productions from an afper- 
fion grown, as it is manifeft, out of envy 
and ignorance ; that they are of little far- 
ther ufe or value to mankind beyond the 
common entertainments of their wit and 
their flyle ; for thcfe I am fure have never 
yet been difputed by our keeneft adver- 
faries: in both which, as well as the more 
profoundand myftical part, I have through- 
out this treatife clofely followed the moft 
applauded originals. And to render all 
compleat, I have with much thought and 
application of mind fo ordered, that the 
chief title prefixed to it, I mean, that un- 
der which I defign it (hall pafs in the 
common converiations of court and town, 

• 
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is modelled exadly after the maimer pe- 
culiar to our fbciety. 

I confefs to have been (bmewhat liberal 
in the bufmefs of * titles, having obferved 
the hiunour of multiplying them to bear 
great vogue among certain writers, whom 
I exceedingly reverence. And indeed it 
ieemsnot unreafbnable, that books, the 
children of the brain, fhould have the 
honour to be chriftened with variety of 
names, as well as other in^ts of quality. 
Our famous Dryden has ventured to pro- 
ceed a point farther, endeavouring to in- 
troduce alfo a multiplicity of t^«/j^/i6^j; 
which is an improvement of much more 
advantage upon a very obvious accoimt. 
It is a pity this admirable invention has 
not been better cultivated, fb as to grow 
by this time into general imitation, when 
fiich an authority ferves it for a precedent. 
Nor have my endeavours been wanting to 
fecond fb ufeful an example : but it feems, 
there is an unhappy expence ufually an- 
nexed to the calling of a god-father, which 

* The title-page in the ori- fpeaks of. 
poal was To torn, that it was f See Vtrgtl tranflatcd, lie. 

not poffible to recover feveral he dedicated the different parts 

titles, which the author here of /'?rf// to different patrons. 
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was clearly out of my head, as it is very rea- 
ibnable to believe. Where the pinch lay, 
I cannot certainly affirm ; but having cm- 
ployed a world of thoughts and pains to 
^lit my treatife into forty iedions, and 
having intreated forty lords of my ac- 
quaintance, that they would do me the ho- 
nour to ftand, they all made it a matter of 
confcience, and fent me their excufes. 

SECT. II. 

ONCE upon a time, there was a man 
who had three * fons by one wife, 
and all at a birth, neither could the mid- 
wife tell certainly which was the eldeft. 
Their father died while they were young ; 
and upon his death-bed, calling the lad$ 
to him, Ipoke thus : 

Sons ; becaufe I have pur chafed m eft at e^ 
nor was horn to any, I have long confidered 
of fome good legacies to bequeath you \ and 
at lafty with much care as well as expence^ 
have provided each of you (here they arc) 

• Bv thefe three fons, Pt' and our PrUtJlant DiffnOtrt 
ttr^ AfartlH, and Jaeit P0- are defigned. //''. ^«f/««. 
ferj, the Cltircb of Bnglondt 

anew 
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a new * coat. Nmi^you are to underjiand^ 
that tbefe coats have two virtues Contained 
in them : one /r, that with good wearing 
they will lajl you frejh and found as long 
as you live: the other is j that they will grow 
in the fame proportion with your bodies^ leng^ 
thening and widening of themfelves^fo as to 
be always jit. Here ; let me fee them on you 
before I die. So ; very well\ pray children 
wear them clean^ and brujh them often. 
You will find in my + will (here it is) 
full infiruBions in every particular con^ 
cerning the wearing and management of 
your coats \ whereinyoumufibevery exaSl^ 
to avoid the penalties I have appointed for 
every tranfgreffton or negleSly upon which 
your future fortunes willintirely depend. I 
have alfo commanded in my willy that you 
Jbould live together in one houfe like brethren 
and friends^ for then you will be fure to 
thrive y and not otherwife. 

Here the ftory fays, this good father 

* B7 his coatS) which he ioSix\nt2nAi^\\ho{ cbriJUanl^ 

pve his fens, the earment of /y, by the wifdom of the di?ine 

the I/raeUtis. ff^ff^ctien. founder fitted to all times. 

An error (with fubmiffion) places, and circumftaoces. 

of the ]efkrncd commentator s Lambin. 
§sm by che coats arc meant the f The new teftament. 

Vol. I. F ^«i. 
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died, and the three fons went all together 
to feek their fortunes. 

I fhall not trouble you with recounting 
what adventures they met for the firft 
{even years, any farther than by taking 
notice, that they carefully obferved their 
fether's will, and kept their coats in very 
good CM'der: that they travelled through 
feveral countries, encountered a reafbnable 
quantity of giants, and ilew certain dra- 
gons. 

Being now arrived at the proper age 
for producing themfelves, they came up 
to town, and fell in love with the ladies, 
but efpecially three, who about that time 
were in chief reputation : the * ducheis 
^ Argent y madame de Grands T^treSy and 
the countefs d' Orgueil. On their firft ap- 
pearance our three adventurers met with 
a very bad reception ; and ibou with great 
fagacity guefTmg out the reafbn, they quick- 
ly began to improve in the good qiudities 
of the town : they writ and raillied, and 

• Their miftreflcs are the which were the three great 

duchefs dArgtnt^ tmdtwuijtlU vices that the ancient (ithen 

i* Grtmd% Titrfi, and the inveighed againft* as the firft 

toMitffs iOrgutily i.e. tnn- comiptiooiof diriftianity. /f. 

ttufntfiy gmUlitnt and pridti f^fttm, 

rhymed. 




\ 
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thymetij and fungj and laid, and laid ncH 
thing : they drank, and fought, and whor- 
ed, andllepl^ andlwore, and took IhiifF: 
rficjr went to new plays on the firfl: night, 
haunted the chocolate houfes, beat the 
Watch, lay on bulks, and got claps : they 
bilked hackney coachmen, ran in debt 
with fhopkeepers j and lay with their wives : 
they killed baylilFs, kicked fidlers down 
ikirs, eat at hockef^ loitered at WilV% : 
they talked of the drawing-room, and ne- 
ver came there : dined with lords they 
never faw: whifpered a duchefs, and 
Ipoke never a word : expofed the fcrawls 
of their laundrefs for billetdoux of quality : 
came ever juft from court, and were never 
fecn in it: attended the Itvctfubdio: got 
a lifl of peers by heart in one company, 
and with great familiarity retailed them 
in another. Above all, they conftandy 
attended thole comraitties of fenators, who 
are filent in the houfe^ and loud in the 
coffee boufe^ where they nightly adjourn 
to chew the cud of politics, and are en- 
compafled with a ring of difciples, who 
lie in wait to catch up their droppings. 
The three brothel's had acquired forty other 

1? 2 qu?^^- 
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qualifications of the like ftamp, too te- 
dious to recount, and by confequence were 
juftly reckoned, the moft accompliftied 
perfons in the town: but all would not 
fliffice, and the ladies aforefaid continued 
ftill inflexible. To clear up which diffi- 
culty I mufl:, with the reader's good leave 
and patience, have recourfe to fome points 
of weight, which the authors of that age 
have not fufficiently illuftrated. 

For, * about this time it happened a feft 
arofe, whole tenets obtained and fpread 
very far, efpecially in the grand mmde^ 
and among every body of good fafliion. 
Th^ wormipped a fort of f idol^ who, 
as their do<^ine delivered, did daily create 
men by a kind of manufadory opera- 
tion. This idol they placed in die high- 
eft parts of the houfe, on an altar eredted 
about three foot : he was ftlewn in the 
pofture of a Perfian emperor, fitting on 
2ifuperJicieSy with his legs interwoven un- 
der him. This god had a goofe for his 
enfign ; whence it is, that fome learned 



* This is an occaHonal fa- lows, 
tyr upon drefs and fafhion in t By this iid is neaot 
order to introduce what fol- * taylor. 

men 
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men pretend to deduce his original from 
jfupiier CapitoUnus. At his left-hand, 
beneath the altar, hell Teemed to open, and 
catch at the animals the idol was creating; 
to prevent which, certain of his priefts 
hourly Hung in pieces of the uninformed 
mafs, or fubftance, and fometimcs whole 
limbs already enlivened, which that hor- 
rid gulph infatiably fwallowed, terrible to 
behold. T\izgoGJe was alfo held a fubal- 
tem divinit\', or deus minor um gentium^ 
before whofe flirine was facrificed that 
crcat\;re, whofe hourly food is human 
gore, and who is in fo great renown abroad 
for beinor the delight and favourite of 
the * j¥igyptian Cercopithecus. Millions 
of thefe animals were cruelly flaughtered 
c\*cr\' day to appeafe the hunger of that 
conluming deit v. The chief idol was alfo 
worftiipped as the inventor of the yard 
and needle^ whether as the god of feamen, 
or on account of certain other myftical at- 
tributes, hath not been fufficiently cleared. 
The woHhippers of this deity had alfo 

* TTic Mgyptians worCiip- ft\ led here creatures that feed 
pcd a monkey, which animal on human gore. 
is very fund of cailog lice, 

F 3 a ^^^^tcl 
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a fyftem of their belief, which {eemed to 
turn upon the following fundamentalst 
They held the univerfe to be a hr^/uit 
ofcloatbsy which /m;e^j every thing: that 
the earth is inoefied by the air ; the air is 
invefied by the (lars ; and the ftars are in- 
vejied by . the primum mobile. Look on 
this globe of earth, you will find it to be 
a very compleat and fafhionable drefs^ 
What is that which fome call landy but a 
fine coat faced with green ? or ^tfea^ 
but a waiftcoat of water-tabby ? proceed 
to the particular works of the creation, 
you will find how curious joum^wtan na- 
ture hath been to trim up the vegetable 
beaux: obferve how fparkifh a periwig 
adorns the head of a beechy and what a 
fine dpublet of white fatin is worn by the 
birch. To conclude fi-ora all, what is 
man himfelf but a * micro-coat, or rather 
a compleat fuit of deaths with sdl its trim- 
mings } as to his body there can be no dif- 
pute : but examine even the acquirements 
pf his mind, you will find them all con- 
^ibute in their order towards fumifhing 

* Alluding to the word j|t man hath been called bjr 
ifutTKefmy gr a little ^orkl, philofophen. 

out 
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out an exaiGt drefs : to inftance no moKi- 
is not religion a cUak, honefty a pair of 
Jboes worn out in the dirt, felf-love ay«r- 
tmity vanity a jhirt^ and conicience a pair 
of ifreecheSy which, though a cover for 
lewdnefs as well as naftinefs, is eaiily flipt 
down for the fervice of both ? 

Thefe pojiulata being admitted, it will 
follow in due courfe of reafoning, that 
thc^e beings, which the world calls im- 
prc^)erly fuits of ckathsy are in reality 
the mod refined fpecies of animals ; or to 
proceed higher, that they are rational crea- 
tures, or men. For, is it not manifeft, 
that they live, and move, and talk, and 
perform all other offices of human life ? 
are not beauty, and wit, and mien, and 
breedii^ their infeparable proprieties ? in 
ihort we fee nothing but them, hear no- 
thing but them. Is it not they, who walk 

the ftreets, fill up parliament , coffee 

— , play , barivdy-houfes f It is true 

indeed, that thefe animals, which are 
vulgarly called fuits of ckathsy or dreffes^ 
do according to certain compofitions 
receive different appellations. If one of 
them be trimmed up widi a gold chain, 

F 4 ^sA. 
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and a red gown, and a white rod, and a 
great horfe, it is called a lord-mayor: if 
certain ermins and furrs be placed in a 
certain portion, we ftyle them a judge', 
and To an apt conjnndion of lawn and 
black fattin we intitle a bifl>op. 

Others of thefe profeflbrs, though agree- 
ing in the main fyftem, were yet more 
refined upon certain branches of it; and 
held, that man was an animal compound- 
ed of two drejfesy the natural and cekfiial 
fuity which were the body and the Ibul : 
that the ibul was the outward, and the 
body the inward cloathing ; that the lat- 
ter was ex traduce ; but the former of daily 
creation and drcumfufion ; this laft they 
proved hyfcripturey becaufe, in them we 
Irve, and movey and have our being : as 
likewife by philofophy, becaufe they are 
all in ally and all in every part, Befides, 
faid they, Icparate thefe two, and you 
will find the body to be only a fenfelefs 
\]nfavoury carcafs. By all which it is 
manifeft, that the outward drefs mufl 
needs be the foul. 

To this iyflem of religion, were tagged 

fcvcral 
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feveral fubaltem * doAiincs, which were 
entertained with great vogue; as parti- 
cularly, the faculties of the mind were 
deduced by the learned among them in 
this manner: embroidery^ W2i^Jheer wit^ 
gold fringe^ was agreeable cotrverfation ; 
gold lace J was repartee ; a huge long peri- 
wigs vfzs humour \ 2inA 3, coat full of powdery 
was very good raillery: all which required 
abundance oifineffe and delicateffe to ma- 
na^ with advantage, as well as a ftriii 
obfervance after times and fafhions. 

I have, with much pains and reading, 
coUe^cd out of antient authors this fliort 
fummary of a body of philofophy and 
divinity, which feems to have been com- 
pofed by a vein and race of thinking, very 

• TTicfirftpartofihcTiit " The costs their father bad 

k thehiftoryof P///r; there- " Itft them^ were $f very io§d 

by feperj is expofcd : every *' ckth^ and hefidis^ fo neatly 

body knows the fapijls have ** fswriy you would fvsear they 

nude great additions to chrif- *^ were all cf a piece ; but at 

tianity, that indeed is the great ** the fame time very plaiu^ 

exception which the church of ** with little or no crnament.^* 

Sngland makes againll them ; This is the difHnguifhing cha- 

accordingly P^^r begins his ractcr of the chrif:;an religion: 

pranks with adding a j^tfJ^- chijliana religio ahf:luta (5" 

hut to his coaL IV. Ifctton. fmplexy was AmrniarruS Mar- 

His defcription of the cloth, cellinus's defcri prion of i t . w h o 

cf which the coat was made, was himfcif a heathen. >7^. 

has a farther meaning than th? Jfottan. 



words nay fecm to import : 



^?L«^\&. 
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diSerent from any other fyflems either 
antient or modern. And it yr2L& not meer- 
ly to entertain or fetisfy the reader's cu- 
riofity, but rather to give him light into 
feveral drcumftances of the following ftory; 
that, knowing the (late of difpoiitions 
and opinions in an age fo remote, he 
may better comprehend thofe great events, 
which were the iflue of them. I advife 
therefore the courteous reader to perufe 
with a world of application, again and 
again, whatever I have written upon this 
matter. And leaving thefe broken ends, 
I carefuUy gather up the chief thread of 
my ftory, and proceed. 

Thefe opinions therefore were fo uni- 
verfal, as well as the praftices of them, 
among the refined part of court and town, 
that our three brother-adventurers, as 
their circumftances then flood, were 
flrangely at a lofs. For, on the one fide, 
the three ladies they addrefled themfelves 
to, whom we have named already, were 
ever at the very top of the fafhion, and 
abhorred all that were below it but the 
breadth of a hair. On the other fide, their 
father's will was veiy precife, and it was 

the 
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tlie main precept in it, with the greateft 
penalties annexed, not to add to, ordimi- 
nifh frcxn their coats one thread without 
a poiitive command in the will. Now the 
cxiats their father had left them, were, 'tis 
true, of veiy good cloth, and befides, fb 
neatly fown, you would fwear th^ were 
all of a {Me<% ; but at the fame time very 
plain, and with little or no ornament : 
and it happened, that before they were a 
mcMith in town, great * Jhouider-knots came 
up : ftrait all the yfoi\avf2tsjboulder'hnots ; 
no approaching the ladies ruelles without 
the quota oi JbmUer-hmts. Haifellow^ 
cries one, has no foul; where is his Jhoulder- 
htiotf Our three brethren foon diicovered 
their want by fad experience, meeting in 
their walks with fi^rty mortifications and 
indignities. If they went to tUtitplay-houfe^ 
the doOT-keeper (hewed them into die 
twdve-penny gallery. If they called a 
boat, fays a waterman, I am jirfi fculler. 
If they ftepped to the rofe to take a bottle, 
the drawer would cry. Friend^ voefell no 

* By this is undafiood the thcr for convenience nor edi- 

firft introducing of pageantry, fication, as zflMuUtr-kntty in 

fnd unneceflarj ornaments in which there is neither fymme- 

fjot church, fucb as were nei- try npr (lie. 
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ale. If they went to vifit a lady, a foot- 
man met them at the door, ^^ pray fend 
up your mejfage. In this unhapy cafe they 
went immediately to confult their father^s 
will, read it over and over, but not a 
word of the Jhoulder-knot : what (hould 
they do? what temper iliould they find? 
obedience was abfolutely neceilary, and 
yet Jhoulder-knots appeared extremely rc- 
quiiite. After much thought one of the 
brothers, who happened to be more book 
learned than the other two, faid, he had 
found an expedient. // is truCy faid he, 
there is nothing here in this ivilly totidem 
verbis, tnaking me?uion ©/"fhoulder-knots : 
but I dare ccnjeBurey we may find them 
inclufive, cr, totidem fyllabis. This dif- 
tindion was immediately approved by 
all ; and fo they fell again to examine j but 
their evil ftar had fo dircdled the matter, 
that the firft fyllable was not to be found 
in the whole writings. Upon which dif- 
appointment he, who found the former 
evafion, took heart, and faid, Brothers^ 
there is yet hopes 'j for though ive cmnot find 
them totidem verbis, ncr totidem fyllabis, 
I dare e?igage ii'ejball nuik: them out tcrtio 

modo. 




^1^^. 



f.-^,- 




^if'*ii4l^^ ut: .^^.'V -/fc- 
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modo, or totidem Uteris. This difcovery 
was alfo highly commended, upon which 
they fell once more to the fcnitiny, and 
picked out S,H,0,U,L,D, E,R; when 
the fame planet, enemy to their repofe, 
had wonderjflilly contrived, that a K was 
not to be found. Here was a weighty 
difficulty I but the diflinguifhing brother, 
for whom we fhall hereafter find a name, 
now his hand was in, proved by a very 
good argument, that K was a modern 
illegitimate letter, unknown to die learn- 
ed ages, nor any where to be found in 
antient manufcripts. Calendte hath in % 
Qs_V. C. been fbmetimes written with a 
K, but erroneoufly ; for in the befl co- 
pies it has been ever fpelt with a C. And 
by confequence it was a grofs miflake in 
our language to fpell knot with a K ; but 
that from henceforward, he would tike 
care it fhould be written with a C. Upon 
this all farther difficulty vanifhed ^Jhoulder- 
knots were made clearly out to he jure pa- 
terno ; and our three gentlemen fwaggered 
with as largeand as flaunting ones as the befl. 

t QuibufJam veteribus codicibus. Some ancient manu- 
fcripts. 

Bat, 
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But, as human happinds is of a veiy 
filort duration, To in thofe days were 
human fafhions, upon which it intirely 
depends. Shouider-htots had their time, 
and we muft now imagine them in their 
decline ; for a certain lord came jufl from 
Paris with fifty yards of gold-lace upon 
his coat, exadly trimmed after the court- 
^ihion of that month. In two days all 
mankind appeared clofed up in bars of * 
gold-lace : whoever durft peep abroad with- 
out his compliment of gold-lace^ was as 
icandalous as a — and as m received among 
die women: whatfhould our three knights 
do in this momentous afl^ ? they had 
fiiificiently ftrained a point already in the 
^Siacaoijboulder-knots : upon recourfe to the 
will, nothing appeared there, but alfum 
filentium. That of tiit Jboulder-knots was 
a looie, flying, circumftantial point ; but 
this of gold'lace (eemed too confiderable 
an alteration without better warrant ; it 
did aliquo modo effentue adbterere^ and 
therefore required a pofitive precept. But 

• I cannot tell whether the ther it be only to introduce 
author means any new inno- the new methods of forcing 
vatton by this word, or whe- and perverting fcripture. 

about 
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about this time it fell out, that the learn- 
ed .brother aforefaid, had T&A Arijiotelis 
tUaUSiica^ and efpecially that wonderful 
piece de interpretatione^ which has the fa- 
culty of teaching its readers to find out a 
meaning in every, thing but itfelf; like 
commentators on the revelations^ who pro- 
ceed prophets without underftandingafyl- 
iable of the text. Brothers^ faid he, you 
are to be informed^ that of wills duo fimt 
genera, * nuncupatory aitd fcriptory \ that 
in thefcriptory will here before us^ there is 
no precept or mention about gold-lace^ con- 
ceditur : but^ fi idem affirmetur de nun- 
cupatoria, negatur. For, brothers, if you 
remember, we heard a fellow fay, when 
we were boys, that he heard my father s 
man fay, that he heard my father fay, 
that he would advife his fons to get gold- 
lace on their coats, as foon as ever they 
could procure money to buy it, + By G-— 
that is very true, cries the odier ; / re- 

^ * By this is meant tradi- duced diflatisfied with the te- 

tint, allowed to have equal dious way of looking for all 

aathofity with the fcripture, the letters of any word, which 

or rather plater. he has occafion for in the swV/; 

t When the papifts cannot when neither the conftituent 

find anydiing which they want fyllables, nor much lefs the 

in Scripture, they go to tral whole word, were there in 

$rsdUitn:'lhuPtter'u]aa(h- termini t. ff^. ff^etton. 

member 
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member it perfeSily weli, laid the third. 
And fo without more ado they got the 
largeft gold-lace in the parifh, and walked 
about as fine as lords. 

A while after there came up allmfa- 
Jhion a pretty fort of -^ Jiaine-coloured fat'm 
for linings ; and the tnercer brought a pat- 
tern of it immediately to our three gentle- 
men : An pleafeyour worJhipSy laid he, my 
lordC — , and fir "l. W. bad linings out of 
this very piece hjt night ; // takes wonder- 
fully ^ and Ifijall not have a remnant lefty 
enough to make my wife a pin-cujhiony by 
to morrow morning at ten a clock. Upon 
this they fell again to rununage the will, 
becaufe the prefent cafe alio required a 
pofitive precept, the lining being held by 

* Tliis is purgatory, where- them all : but by thb tXJUmu- 
•f he Tpcaks more particularly ttUwrtd fattin, is maiufcftly 
hereafter; but here, only to intended furgaterji by g»lJ- 
fiew how fcripture was per- Utt may perhaps be under- 
verted to prove it, which was ftood, the lofty ornaments and 
done, by giving equal autho- plate in the churches ; the 
lity with nie canm to aptrj- Jhnditr-lntts and fivtr fringt 
phcy called here a f«irVi/ an- are not fo obvious, at leaft to 
luxid. me ; but the InSsm figures of 

It is likely the author, in men, women, and children, 

every one of thefe chang:es plainly relate to the pi^hircs in 

in the brother's dretTes, refl-rs the Rtmifi churches, of God 

1 1 r<'me p ricular error in the like an old man, of tbevirgin 

(kur,!, ;/* Ranut though it is Mary^ and our Saviour m a 

nu( v'^iV, I think, to apply child. 

orthodox 
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Orthodox writers to be of the eflence of 
the coat. After long fearch they could fix 
upon nothing to the matter in hand, except 
a fhort advice of their father in the will * 
to take care of Jire^ and put out their 
candles before they went to fleep. This, 
though a good deal for the purpofe, and 
helping very far towards felf-conviftion, 
yet not /eeming wholly of force to efta- 
blifh a command ; (being refolved to 
avoid &rther fcruple, as well as future oo- 
cafion for fcandal,) iays he that was the 
fcholar, I renumber to have read in wills 
of a codicil annexed.^ which is indeed a part 
of the will., and what it contains hath equal 
authority with the rejl. Now^ I have been 
atnfidering of this fame will here before us, 
and I cannot reckon it to be compleat for 
wantoffuch a codicil: I will therefore fafien 
one in its proper place very dextroujly ; / 
have bad it by mefome time ; // was written 
iy a dog-keeper of -^ my grand father s, 
and talks a great deal., as good luck would 
have it., of this very flame-coloured fatin. 

* That i$> to take care of f I believe this refers to 

hdl ; and, in order to do that, that part of the apocryfba., 

to fubdue and extinguifh their where mention u nude of 

Infts. Tobit and his dag. 

Vol. I. G tV*, 
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The preyed was immediately approved 
by the other two; an old parchment 
icrowl was ta^ed on according to art in 
the fonn of a codicil annexed^ and the 
fatin bought and worn. 

Next winter 2i player y hired for the pur- 
pofe by the corporation oi fringe-makers^ 
a£ted his part in a new comedy all covered 
ynx!ti * filver fringe^ and according to the 
laudable cuftom ^ve rife to that fafhion. 
Upon which the brothers confiiking their 
Other's will, to their great aftonifhment 
found thefe words; item, / charge and 
command my faid three fom to teear no fort 
©/"filver fringe upon or about theirfaidcoats^ 
&c. with a penalty, in cafe of difobedience, 
too long here to infert. However, after 
fbme pauie the brother fb often mentioned 
for his erudition, who was well /killed in 
criticifms, had found in a certain author, 
which he laid fhould be namelefs, that 
the fame word, which in the will is called 
fringe^ does alfo fignify a broom-flick + : 

• This is certainly the far- intetpretations of fcripture, 

ther introducing the pomps of verv many abTuid ones of 

habit and ornament. which are allowed in the ntoft 

f The next fubjed of our authentic books of the AwA 

author's wit, u the gloflcf and •fRtm. IV.lVrttm. 

and 
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and doubtlefs ought to have the fame in* 
terpretation in this paragraph. This ano- 
ther of the brothers difliked, becaufe of 
that epitbeX fiver, which could not, he 
humbhr conceived, in propriety of fpeech 
be reaionably applied to a broom-ftick : but 
it was replied upon him, that this epithet 
was undoftood in a mythological and al- 
l^mrkal fenfe. However, he objeded a- 
gain, why their father fhould forbid tliem: 
to wear a broom-ftick on their coats, a cau- 
ti(Mi that feemed imnatural and imper- 
tinent ; upon which he was taken up fhort, 
as one that fpoke irreverendy of a myftery^ 
which doubdefs was very ufeful and figni> 
ficant, but ought not to be over-curioufly 
pried into, or nicely reafoned upon. And 
in fhort^ their father's authority beingnow 
confiderably funk, this expedient was al- 
lowed to ferve as a lawful difpenfadon for 
wearing their full proportion oifiher fringe, 
A while after was revived an old fa- 
fliion, long antiquated, oi embroidery vnx!ti 
* Indian figures of men, women, and 

• The inoages of faints, the of Rome give him but too fair 

Ucfled virpo, and our Saviour a handle, the brothers remetn' 

an in&nt. btredy &c. The allegory here 

Md, Imgp in th« tburcb is dired. f^. ff^otton. 

G 2 c\v^^x«x. 
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children. Here they remembered but too 
well, how their father had always abhor- 
red this faQiion ; that he made feverai 
paragraphs on purpole, importing his ut- 
ter deteftation of it, and bellowing his 
cverlafting curfe to his fons, whenever 
they Ihould wear it. For all this, in a few 
days they appeared higher in the falhion 
than any body elfe in the town. But they 
Iblved the matter by faying, that thefe 
figures were not at all ^tfame with thofe, 
that were formerly worn, and were meant 
in the will. Befides, they did not wear 
them in the fenfe, as forbidden by their 
fether; but as they were a commendable 
cuftom, and of great ule to the public. 
That thefe rigorous claufes in the will did 
therefore require fome alhwance, and a 
favourable interpretation, and ought to be 
underftood cum grano falls. 

But fafhions perpetually altering in that 
age, the fcholaftic brother grew weary of 
fearching farther evafions, and folving 
cverlafting contradidions. Refolved there- 
fore at all hazards to comply with the 
modes of the world ; they concerted mat- 
ters together, and agreed unanimoufly to 

lock 
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* lock up their father's will in a ftrong 
box^ brought out of Greece or Italy^ I have 
fbrgptten which, and trouble themfelves 
no farther to examine it, but only refer 
to its authority whenever they thought fit 
In confequence whereof, a while after it 
grew a general mode to wear an infinite 
number of points^ mofl of them tagged 
witbfilver: upon which, the fcholar pro- 
nounced + ex cathedra^ that points were 
abfblutdyy/tr^ paterno^ as they might very 
well remember. It is true indeed, the 
fafhion prefcribed fbmewhat more than 
werediredly named in the will ; however, 
that they, as heirs general of their father, 
had power to make and add certain claufes 
for public emolument, though not dedu^ 



♦ The papifts formerly for* cretals and bulls, have given 

bad the people the ufe of fcrip- their fandlion to "^try many 

ture in a vulgar tongue, Peter gainful dodrines, which are 

therefore Uckx up hit father* s now received in the church of 

will in a Jhong hox^ brought Rome^ that are not mentionea 

Mtf tf Greece or Italy : thefe in fcripture, and are unknown 

coantries are named, hccaufe to the primitive church : Peter ^ 

the ^rwT^tfmrnl is written in accordingly, pronounces ix 

Grtik\ 2nd the vulgar Latiriy cathedra y that points tagged 

which is the authentic edition withjilver were ahfolutely jure 

flf the UbU in the church of paterno ; and fo they wore 

lUwu^ is in the language of them in great numbers. lf'\ 

cldltafy. IKfVotton. Jfotton. 

t The p^pts^ in their de- 
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cible, totidem verbis^ from the letter of 
the will, or elfe multa abfurdafequerentur. 
This was undefilood for canonical^ and 
therefore oa the following Sunday they 
came to church all covered with^;^i. 

The learned brother fo often mentioned 
was reckoned the beft fcholar in all that, 
or the next fbeet to it; infomuch as, 
having runfbmething behind-rhand in the 
world, he obtained 3ie favour of a + cer- 
tain lord-i to receive him into his houfe, 
and to teach his children. A while after 
the lord died, and he, by long praSice 
of his Other's will, found the way of con- 
triving a deed of conveyance of that houfe 
to himfelf, and his heirs : upon which he 
took pofleflion, turned the young fquires 
out, and received his brothers in their 

ilead*. 



f This was (knfianthu thi fliut out of thdr own capital 
Gnaty from whom the pafis city, and then forged a dona- 
pretend a donation of St. A- tionfromC^if/fantituihiGrswi^ 
t€r*s patrimony, which they the better to jafHfy what tbey 
have been never able to pro- did. lo imitation of this, ^#- 
ducc. rrr, havimi rum fmitUng hi^ 

* hid. The bifhops of himd-lmmi im th$ vmU^ •hisim- 

fbme enjoyed their privileges id Umn 9f m ciruim krd^ flee. 



in R»mi at firft by the fovour tV. ff^ittm. 
of emperors, vbom ^ lail thej 
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SECT. III. 
A digrejfton concerning critics. 

ALTOUG H I have been hitherto at 
cautious as I could, upon all occa- 
fions, moft nicely to follow the rules and 
methods of writing laid down by the ex- 
ample of our illuftrious modems ; yet has 
the unhappy fliortnefs of my memory led 
me into an error, from which I muft ex- 
tricate myfelf, before I can decently pur- 
fue my principal {ubjed. I confefs with 
fhame, it was an unpardonable omif&on 
to proceed ib far as I have already done, 
before I had performed the due difcourfes, 
expoftulatory, fiipplicatory, or depreca- 
tory, with my good lords the critics. To- 
wards fome atonement for this grievous 
negled^, I do here make humbly bold to 
prefent them with a fhort account of them- 
felves and their art^ by looking into the 
original and pedigree of the word, as it is 
generally underftood among us, and very 
briefly confidering the antient and prefent 
ftate thereof. 

G + By 
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By the word critic y at this day fo fre- 
quent in all conveHations, there have 
tometimes been diflinguifhed three very 
diflerent (pecies of mortal men, accord- 
ing as I have read in antient booh and 
pamphlets. For iirft by this term was un- 
derftood fuch perfbns as invented or drew 
up rules for themfelves and the world, by 
obferving which a careful reader might be 
able to pronounce upon the produdions of 
the learned^ form his tafte to a true reli(h 
of xhGfublime and the admirabky and di- 
vide every beauty of matter or of ftile from 
the corruption that apes it : in their com- 
mon perufal of books, fingling out the 
errors and defeds, the naufeous, the ful- 
fome, the dull and the impertinent, with 
the caution of a man that walks through 
"Edinborough ftrcets in a morning, who is 
indeed as careful as he can to watch dili- 
gently, and fpy out the filth in his way ; 
not that he is curious to obferve the coloiu: 
and complexion of the ordure, or take its 
dimenfions, much Icfs to be paddling in, 
or tafling it; but only with a defign to 
come out as cleanly as he may. Thefe 
men fecm, though very erroneoufly, to 

have 
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have underftood the appellation of critic 
in a literal ienfe; that one principal part 
ci his office was to praUe and acquit; and 
that a critic^ who lets up to read only for an 
occafion of cenliire and reproof, is a crea- 
ture as baifoarous as a judgCy who (hould 
take up a refblution to hang all men, that 
came before him upon a tryal. 

Again, by the word critic have been 
meant, the reflorers of antient learning 
from die worms, and graves, and dufl of 
manufcripts. 

Now the races of thofe two have been 
for fbme ages utterly ejctinA ; and bciides, 
to difcourfe any farther of them would 
not be at all to my purpoie. 

The third, and nobleftfortisthatof the 
TRUE CRITIC, whofc origmal is the moft 
antient of all. Every true critic is a hero 
born, defcending in a dired line from a 
celeflial flem by Momus and Hybrisy who 
b^t ZoiluSy who begat I'igelliuSy who 
begat Etcatera the elder, who begat Bent- 
iey^ and Rytnery and Wotton^ and Per- 
raulty and Dennis^ who begat Etcatera 
the younger. 

And ^efe are the critics^ from whom 
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die commonwealdi of learning has in all 
ages received (iich immenfe benefits, that 
the gratitude of their admirers placed their 
origine in heaven, among thoie of Her- 
cuksy The/euSy Per/eus, and other great 
defervers of mankind. But heroic virtue 
itfelf hath not been exempt from the ob- 
loquy of evil tongues. For it hath been 
objeded, that thofeantient heroes, ^unous 
for their combating fb many ^ants, and 
dragons, and robben, were in their own 
perfbns a greater nuiiance to mankind, 
than any of thofe monflers they flibdued; 
and therefore, to render their obligations 
more compleat, when all other vermin 
were deftroyed, fhould in confcience have 
concluded with the lame juftice upon 
themielves. Hercules mxAQcaeroudy aid, 
and hath upon that fcore procured to him- 
ielf more temples and votaries, than the 
beft of his fellows. Forthefe reafons, I 
fuppofe, it is, why fbme have conceived, 
it would be very expedient for the public 
good of learning, that every true critic, as 
ibon as he had finifhed his tafk afligned, 
(hould immediately deliver himfelf up to 
ratfbane, or hemp, or fromlbme conve- 
nient 
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nieiit altitude ; and that no man's preten-> 
ficms to {b illuftrious a charader fhould 
b^ any means be received, be^e that 
operadon were perfonned. 

Now, from this heavenly defcent of m- 
ticifmy and the clofe anally it bears to 
heroic virttte, itiseafy toaugntheproper 
employment of a true antient genuine critic ; 
which is, to travel through this vail world 
of WTxtmgs; to puriiie and hunt thole 
monftrous iaxUta, bred within them ; to 
xlrag out the lurking errors, like Cacus 
irom his den \ to multiply them like Hy- 
dra* s heads; and rake them together like 
Augeass dung: or elfe drive away a fort 
d dangerous fffwl, who have a perveHe in- 
clination to plunder the beil branches of 
ihit tree of knonvledge^ like thojfe^/nr^^a* 
lian birds that eat up the fruit. 

Thefe reafonings will furnifh us with 
an adequate definition of a true critic i 
that, he is di/coverer and coUeBor of wri" 
ters faults ; which may be farther put be- 
yond diipute by the following demonflxa- 
tion : that whoever will examine the writ- 
ings in all kinds, wherewith this antient 
Ib^ has honoured the world, {hall im- 
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mediately find, from the whole thread 
and tenour of them, that the ideas of the 
authors have been altogether converfant, 
and taken up with tlie faults and bltmifhes 
and overfights, and miflakes of other 
writers; and, let the fubje(^ treated on be 
whatever it will, their imaginations are 
ib intirely pofftSkd and replete with the 
defeds of other pens, that the very quint* 
cfience of what is bad does of ncceffity 
diflil into their own ; by which means the 
whole appears to be nothing elic but an 
abJlraEi of the criticlfms themfelvcs have 
made. 

Having thus briefly confidered the ori- 
ginal and office of a criiiCy as the word 
is underftood in its moft noble and univer- 
lal acceptation, I proceed to refute the ob- 
je<5lionsof thofc, who argue from theiilence 
and pretermiffion of authors ; by wh ch they 
pretend to prove, that the very art of cri- 
tk'.fm, as now exercilcd, and by me ex- 
plaiuwd, is wholly tnodern\ and confc- 
quently, that the critics of Great-Britain 
and France have no title to an original fo 
anticnt and illuftrious as I have deduced. 
Nqw, if I can clearly make out on the 

contrary. 
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contrary, that the antient writers have par- 
ticularly defcribed both the perfon and the 
office of a true critiCy agreeable to the 
definition laid down by me ; their grand 
objedion, from the filence of authors, will 
(sM to the ground. 

I confefs to have for a long time bom 
a part in this general error ; from which 
I fhould never have acquitted myfelf, but 
through the affiftance of our noble mo- 
derns ; whofe mofl edifying volumes I turn 
indefatigably over night and day for the 
improvement of my mind, and the good 
of my country : thefe have with unweari- 
ed pains made many ufeful fearches into 
the weak fides of the antients, and given 
us a comprehenfive lift of them. * Befides, 
they have proved beyond contradiftion, 
that the very iineft things delivered of old, 
have been long fince invented, and brought 
to light by much later pens ; and that the 
nobleftdiicoveries thofe antient $ ever made 
of art or nature, have all been produced 
by the tranfcending genius of the prefent 
age. Which clearly fhews, how little 
merit thofe antients can juftly pretend to ; 

• S«e Watttn of antient and modern learning. 
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and takes ofF that blind admiration paid 
them by men in a comer, who have the 
unhappineTs of converimg too little with 
frefent things. Reflecting maturely upon 
all this, and taking in the whole compaTs 
of human nature, I eaflly concluded, that 
thefe oiUientSy highly feimble of their ma- 
ny imperfedions, mufl needs have endea- 
voured from iome paflages in their works 
to obviate, foften, or divert the cenforious 
reader, by fatyry or panegyric upon the 
triticsy in imitation of their mafierSy the 
modems. Now, in the common-places of 
f both thefe, I was plentifully inflruded, 
by a long courfe of ufeful ftudy in pre- 
faces ^nd prologues', and therefore imme- 
diately refolved to try what I could difco- 
ver of either by a diligent perufal of the 
moft antient writers, and elpecially thofe 
who treated of the earlieft times. Here 
I found to my great furprize, that al- 
though they all entered, upon occafion, 
into particular defcriptions of the true 
criticy according as they were governed 
by their fears or their hopes ; yet whatever 
they touched of that kind, was with abun- 

t Satjrr, and pinegyric upon critics. 

dance 
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dance of caution, adventuring no farther 
than mythology and hieroglyphic. This, I 
(iippofe, gave ground to fuperficial readers 
for urging the (Hence of authors againft 
the antiquity of the true criticy though 
the types are fb appoflte, and the applica- 
tions fi> neceflaiy and natural, that it is 
not eafy to conceive, how any reader of 
a modern eye and tafte could overlook them. 
I iliall venture from a great numb^ to 
produce a few, which, I am very confi- 
dent will put this queftion beyond difpute. 
It well delerves confidering, that thde 
antient writerSy in treating aenigmatically 
upcm the iiibjed, have generally fixed 
upon the very fame hieroglyph^ varying 
only die ftory, according to their affed- 
ioiis, or their wit. For flrfl ; Paufamas 
is of opinion, that the perfedion of writ- 
ing corred was intirely owing to the in- 
ftitution of critics', and, that he can pof- 
fibly mean no other than the true critic, 
is, I think, manifefl enough from the fol- 
lowing de(cripti(»i. He fays, they were 
a race of men, who delighted to nibble at 
thefuperfluities, and excrefcencies of books 'y 
which the learned at length obferving, took 

«uoarnvn^ 
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warning of their own accord to lop the 
luxurianty the rotten^ the dead^ xh^fap" 
kfsy and the overgrown branches from their 
works. But now, all this he cunningly 
fhades under the following allegory ; that 
the * Nauplians in Argos learned the art 
cf pruning their vines by obfervingy thaty 
when an ASS had brow/ed upon one ofthem^ 
it thrived the better ^ and bore fairer fruit. 
But f HerodotuSy holding the very fame 
hieroglyph^ fpcaks much plainer, and al* 
jnoft in terminis. He hath been fb bold as 
to tax the true critics of ignorance and 
malice; telling us openly, for I think 
nothing can be plainer, that in the weftem 
part of Libya there were ASSES with 
horns : upon which relation % Ctefas ytt 
refines, mentioning the very fame animal 
about India, adding, that whereas all other 
ASSES warned a gall, thefe horned ones 
werefo redundant in that part, that their 
flefh was not to be eaten, becaufe of its ex* 
treme bitterncls. 

Now, the reafon why tliofe antient 
writers treated this fubjedl only by types 

• Lib. — X f'^' cxccrpta tx to apud 

t Lib. 4. Pbttinm. 

and 
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«nd figures, was, becaufe they durft not 
make open attacks againft a psaXy (6 po- 
tent mi terrible, as the critics ofthok 
ages were; whofe very voice was lb dread* 
(ill, that a legion of authors would trem- 
ble, and drop their pens at the found; for 
fo Herodotus tells us eXprefly iii another 
•place, how avafi arfny o/Scythisins^vas 
put to flight, in a panic terror by the bray^ 
ing of an ASS. From hence it is conjec- 
tured by certain profound philoiogersy that 
the great awe and reverence paid to a true 
critic by the writers oi Britain have been 
derived to us from thof^ our Scythian an- 
ceftors. In fhort, this dread was fo uni- 
ver^, that in procefs of dme thofe au- 
thors, who had a mind to publifh their 
ientiments more freely, in deicribing the 
true critics of their feveral ages were forced 
to leave off the ufe of the former biero' 
glyph, as too nearly approaching xhtproto-^ 
type, and invented other terms inftead 
thereof, that were more cautious and my- 
ftical : fb f Diodorus^ fpeaking to the fame 
purpoie, ventures no farther, than to fay, 
that in the mountains of Helicon, there 

• Lib. 4. t Lib. 

^ Vol. I, H grtrnt 
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grms a certain weed^ wbkb bears afivmer 
(ffo damned a fiinty astopoifm thofswho 
effer to fmeU it. Lucretius gires exadlj 
coe £une relation ; 

* Eft etiam in magnis Helicems monti- 

bus arboSy 
Fhris odore bominem tetro confueta »*- 

care. Lib. 6. 

But Ctefiasy whom we latdj quoted, 
hath been a great deal bolder; he had 
been ufed with much feverity fey the true 
critics cS his own age, and therdfore could 
not forbear to leave behind him, at Icaft, 
one deep mark of his vengeance againft 
the whdle tribe. His meaning is fi> near 
the fin^ce, that I wonder how it poflibly 
came to be overlooked by thofe, who deny 
the antiquity of true critics. For, pre- 
tending to make a defcription of many 
ftrange animals about IsuHa^ he hath tet 
down thefe remarkable words : amongft 
the refiy fap he, there is a ferpent that 
wants teeth, and confequently cannot bite\ 
but if its vomit, to which it is much ad- 

* Near Htlitiny and round the learned hiU> 
Grow trees, wbofe bloflbos with tbeir odour kOL 

diSieJt 
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^iQed^ happens to fail upon any thingy a 
'certain rottemtefs or corruption enfues : 
tbefe ferpents are gemraUy found among 
the mountains, where jewels grono, and 
thiy frequently emit a poiibnous juice ; 
^ohereof whoever drinks J thatperfons brains 
fy out of bis noflrils* 

Tliere was alio among the antients a 
£)ft of critics y not diflinguifhed in fpecie 
£x)m the former, but in growth or de^e^ 
who &em to have been only the tyros or 
junior icholars ; yet, becauie of their dif- 
iering employments, they are frequently 
mentioned as a fed by themfelves. The 
uilial exerciie of thefe younger fludents 
Ivas to attend conflantly at theatres, and 
kam to ipy out the wofjl parts of the play, 
whereof they were obliged carefully to take 
notc^ and render a rational account to 
thdr tutors. Flefhed at thefe fmaller 
^xirts, like young wolves, they grew up 
in time to be nimble and fbong enough 
for hunting down large game. For it hath 
been obfenred, both among antients and 
modems, that a tme critic hath one qua- 
li^ in common with a whore and an al- 
Jerman, never to change his title 01 VvSsi 

H 2 iiax>3xt% 
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nature ; that a grey critic has been Cer- 
tainly a green one, the perfedions and 
acquirements of his age being only the 
unproved talents of his youth ; like he^y 
which ibme naturalifls inform us is bad rar 
fuffocationsy though taken but in the feed. I 
efteem the invention, or at leaft th& re- 
finement oi prologues to have been owring 
to thefe younger proficients, of whom 
Xerence makes frequent and honourable 
mention, under the name of MaUfooU, 

Now, it is certain, the inititution of the 
true critics was of abfblute necefHty to 
the commonwealth of learning. For all 
human actions feem to be divided, like 
Themijiocles and his company ; one man 
ossifiddUy and another can make afmaU 
town a great city \ and he, that cannot do 
either one or the other, deferves to be 
kicked out of the creatk>n. The avoiding 
of which penalty has doubdefs ^ven the 
firft birth to the nation of criticsy and 
withal, an occafion for their iecret detrac- 
tors to report, that 4 true critic is a fort 
of mechanic, fet up with a (lock and tools 
for his trade at as litdeexpence as a taykr \ 
and that there is much analogy between 

the 
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die utenfils and abilities of both: that the 
U^hrs bell'\% the type of a critic % common- 
^act-bocky and his wit and learning held 
ferth by ^tgoofe: that it requires at lead 
at many of thefe to the making up of one 
£Jx^, as of the others to the compofiti- 
OQ of a man: that the valour of both is 
equal, and their nveapom near of a fu^e. 
Much may be faid in anfwer to thofe in- 
vidious reflexions ; and I can pofitivply 
affirm the firft to be a falfhood : for on 
thecoQtrary, nothing is more certain, than 
that it requires greater layings out, to be 
free of the critics company, than of any 
other you can name. For, as to be a 
true heggar^ it wiU coll the richeft candi- 
date every groat he is worth; lb, before 
one can commence a true critic, it wiU 
coft a man all the good qualities of his 
mind; which perhaps for a lefs purchafe 
would be thought but an indifferent bar- 
gain. 

Having thus amply proved the anti- 
quity of criticifm, and defcribed the pri- 
niitive ftate of it ; I fhall now examine 
the prefent condition of this empire, and 
ihcw how well it agrees with its antient 

H 3 CdC. 
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felf. * A certain author, wbde works haver 
many ages flnce been intirely loft, does, 
in his fifth book, and eighth chapter, &j 
oi critics y that their writings are the mirrors 
of learning. This I underftand in a li- 
teral fenfe, and fuppoTe our author muft 
mean, that whoever defigns to be a per« 
fed writer, muft iniped into the Ixx^s <^ 
criticsy and corred his invention there, as 
in a mirror, Now, whoever confiders, 
that the mirrors of the antients were made 
oi brafs ^nAJine mercuriOy may prefendy 
apply the two principal qualifications of a 
true modern critic, and coniequen% muft 
needs conclude, that thefe have always 
been, and muft be for ever the fame. For, 
hrafs is an emblem of duration, and, when 
it is flcilfully bumifhed, will caft reflec- 
tions fi-om its ownfuperficies without any 
afliftancc of mercury fi-om behind. All 
the other talents of a critic will not re- 
quire a particular mention, being includ- 
ed, or eafily reducible to thefe. How- 
ever, I (hall conclude with three maxims, 
which may lerve both as charaderiftics to 

* A quotation after the Btntltfi dUIertatipn, tfi. 
•nnaeiofa great author. Vide 

diftinguift 
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^^a^ifh 9. true modem crifk horn apre- 
tender, and will be alfb of admiiaUe ufe 
tD ikcit worthy (pirits, who engage inib 
u&fiil and honourable an art. 

The fiift is, that critki/My contraiy to 
all other faculties of the intelled, is ever 
hdd the truefl and beil, when it is the 
veiy Jirfi refult of the critics mind : as 
iow\en reckon the firft aim for the fureft^ 
and feld(»n fail of mifling the mark, if 
they ftay for a fecond. 

Secondly, the true critics are known by 
their talent of fwarming about the nobleft 
writers, to which they are carried meerly 
by inflin<El, as a rat to the beft cheefe, or 
a wa{p to the faireft fruit. So, when the 
kir^ is on horfeback, he is fure to be the 
dirtiefi perfbn of the company ; and they 
that make their court beft, are fuch as be-^ 
fpatter him moft. 

LafUy, a true critic in the perufal of a 
book is like a dog at a feaft, whofe 
thou^ts and ftomach are wholly fet upon 
what ^<s&s fling awayy and confequently 
is apt tofnarl moft, when there arc the 
fewc^ bones, 

H 4 Thus 
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Thus much, I think, is fufficient to 
ferve by way of addrefs to my patrons, the 
true modern critics, and may very well 
atone for my paft {ilence, as well as that 
which I am like to obferve for the future. 
I hope I have deierved (o well of their 
whole ^m/k, as to meet with generous and 
tender u^ge from their bands. Supported 
by which expedation, I go on boklly to 
puriue thole adventures already lb happily 
b^un. 

SECT. IV. 
A TALE OP A TUB. 

T HAVE now with much pains and 
•i- fhidvconduded the reader to a period, 
where he muft exped to hear ot great 
revolutkms. For no (boner had our learn- 
ed brother^ fb often mentioned, got a warm 
koufe of his own over his head, than he 
began td look big, and take mightily upon 
him; infomuch that, Unlefs the gentle 
reader out of his great candour will plcafe 
a little to exalt his idea, I am afedd he 
win henceforth hardly know the bert of 
(he play* when he happens to meet him ; 

his 
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Ihs pait, his dreG, and his mien being {o 
much altered. 

He told his brothers, he would have 
them to know that he was their elder, 
and confequently his father*s ible hdr; 
nafy a while after he would not allow them 
to call him brother, but Mr. PETER; 
and then he muft be ftyled father Peter ; 
and ibmedmes, my lord PETER. To 
iupport this grandeur, which he foon be> 
gan to confider could not be maintained 
without a better yjwflS?, than what he was 
bom to; after much thought, he caft about 
at laft to turn prdjeSior and virtuofo, where- 
in he fi> well fucceeded, that many famous 
difcoveries, projeds and machines, which 
bear great vogue and pradice at prelent 
in die world, are owing intirely to lord 
PETER'S invention. I will deduce the 
he&. account I have been able to colled 
of the chief amongft them, without con- 
iidering much the order they came out in ; 
becaufe, I think, authors are not well a« 
greed as to that point. 

I hope, when this ticatife of mine (hall 
be tranflated into foreign languages (as I 
IXkay without v^^ affinn, that the labour 
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of coUeding, the faithfulne^ in reoount-v 
ing, and the great u(efulnef$ o( the mat- 
ter to the pubhc, will amply de/erve that 
juftice) that the worthy members of the 
ieveral academies abroad, efpecially thole 
of France and Italjy will ^vourably ac- 
cept thefe humble offers for the advance- 
ment of univerial knowledge. I do alio 
advertiie the mod reverend fathers the 
Eaftem mifllonaries, that I have, purely 
iar their fakes, made ufe of flich words 
and phrafes, as will befl admit an eafy 
turn into any of the oriental languages, 
e^iedally the Cbinefe, And fo I proceed 
with great content of mind upon refled- 
ing, how much emolument this whole 
elobe of the earth is like to reap by my 
labours. 

The firfl imdertaking of lord Peter was 
to purchafe a * large continent, lately faid 
to have been difcovered in terra aufiralis 
vtcognita. This trad of land he bought 
at a very great penny-worth from the dif- 
coverers themielves (though {(»ne pretend- 
ed to doubt whether they had ever been 
there) and then retailed it into feveral can<v 

* That b fvKfftoTf, 

tons 
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to certain deakrs> who earned ovct 
cokxiiet, but were all fbipwrecked in the 
vofEige. Upon which lord Peftr kUd the 
laid <90iitinent to other cuftomers agaifti 
•od^ ^^f»t dnd agaiftf and agamy with 

Tim fecood picjed I fhall mention, was 
Itit 'f' iiWQieip remedy for the worms, e* 
fpcdaUf^o^inthej^/em. } The patient 
^n$ to <at nothbg aner fiipper for thiee 
|ii|^: as fbon as he went to bed, he was 
carefeAjr to lie on one iide, and when he 
grew weary, to turn upon the other : he 
muft'alfo duly confine his two eyes to the 
iame objed ; and by no means break wind 
at botii ends togedier, without manifefl 
occa&m' Thefe prefcriptions diligently ob- 
ieived, the worms would void infenfibly by 
perfpiration, afcending through the ^ain, 

A third invention was the ereding of 
a |{ wbifpering-office for the public good 

and 

t PttuaetvsAabfobttlmxn W. Wettm, 

plaid upoo under the notion of X Here the author ridicules 

a fntrnpi raiuif far Ai the penances of the church of 

fVfrau, efpedall J in the feleen, Ramt., which niaj be made a* 

which by obferving Ptttf*» eafy tothefinnerashepleafes, 

prefcription would void infen- provided he will pay for them 

^ly ■ by perfpiration, afcend- aocordineljr. 

jaj dspug^ the biaiiiy fS(, | By nit vtij^trwg-tffict^ 
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and eaie of all fuch as are hypochondria- 
cal, or troubled with the cholic i as mid* 
wives, fmall politicians, £iends ^en out, 
repeating poets, lovers h^py or in delpair, 
bawds, privy -counfellors, pages, parr.fites 
and bufibons : in fhort, of all (vih as are 
in danger of burfting with too mudi wmd» 
An a/s*s head was placed Co oonvcnieDtlyy 
that the party aflcJSed might eaiily with 
his mourn accoft either of the animal's 
ears ; to which he was to apply dde for 
a certain (pace, and by a fu^dfe 6cu]ty, 
peculiar to the ears of that animal, icoeive 
immediate benefit either by erudation, or 
expiration, or evomitation. 

Another very beneficial projed of lord 
Peters was an * office of injur ance for to- 
bacco-pipes, martyrs of the modem zeal j 

volumes of poetry, fhadows, r- 

a^d rivers : that thele, nor any of thefe, 
fliall receive damage hyfire. From whence 
Qwt friendly /octettes miy plainly find them- 
iclves to be only tranfcribers from thisori- 

for the relief of eves-droppers, the afs'i head. W. ff^ttlm. 
phyfirians, bawds, and privy- • ThU I take to be the 

counf?llors, he ridicules auri- office of indufgtmtSt the grofs 

cular confcffion ; and the prieft abufes whcre^ firft gave occa- 

who takes it, is dcfcribcd by fion for the rcfonnatioa. 

ginalj 
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pail *y though the one add the other have 
hdssioi great benefit to die undertakers^ 
as well as of efttal to the public. 

Lord PETER was alio held the origi- 
nal author of f puppets and ratee-Jixms ; 
the great ufefulneTs whereof being {o 06* 
nerally known, I fhall not enlarge farther 
upon this particular. 

* • But another difcovery, for which he 
was much renowned, was his famous uni- 
ver(al % pkhh. For having remarked how 
your R common ^cii^, in u& among houfe> 
wives, was of no farther benefit than to 
preferve dead fiefh, and certain kinds of 
•v^etables ; Peter y with great cofl as well 
as art, had contrived a pichle proper for 
houles, gardens, towns, men, women, 
children, and cattle; wherein he could 
|H:eferve them as found as infeds in amber. 
Now, this pichle to the tafle, the fmeH, 
and the fight appeared exadly the fame, 
with what is in common fervice for beef, 

t I believe are the monke- wherein he could preferve 

rie* and ridiculous proceffions, them as found as ' infe£b in 

Ht. among the papifts. amber. W. Jfottm. 

^ Holv water, he calls an | This is eafiljr underffood 

uHtverfu ficiUf to preferve to be holy water, compofed 

houfo, gardens, towns, men, of the fame ingredients with 

women, children, and cattle, man/ other pidues. 
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and butter, and henin^, and has hftii 
often that way applied with great fuc>- 
cefs but for its many ibvereign virtue^ 
was a quite diflerent thing. For Pefer 
would p^ iu a certain quantity of his * 
femder pimperHmpimp^ after which it never 
fiuled cf fluxed The operation was per^ 
formed by % fpargefaBion in a proper 
time of tnte moon« The patient, who 
Was to be ^^(»/, if it were a houfe, would 
infallibly be preferved fix>ma21fpidei6, rats 
andweasds; if theparty afie^ed werea 
dog, he AKmld be exempt isaaii fnanj^^ 
and madneft, and himger< It aUb inhil*' 
lifaly took away all fcabs and licci ao^ 
icaUed heads from children, never hinder- 
ing the patient from any duty, either af 
bed or boani 

But of all Peter s rarities, he moft va-* 
hied a certain fet of f btdUy whole race 

was 



* And beoiufe hoty water and bottef, and herrings. IF. 

diffen onlj in confecration Wtttm. 

from comm water, there- X SprinUhg. 

be tells that his pickle f The p|nl htttt are ridi- 

■ t p( of pimfhirlim- ciiled by name, fi> that here 

:r virtue!, we are at no lo6 fcr tht au- 

it d n not in fight thor's meaning ff. XFtow. 

r <n the common JM. Here the afitfaor has 

iich pcefare beef, kept tbe name, and iDcaw the 
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waft hy great fortune preierved m a lineal 
deibent from thofe, that guarded the^^i^^^ 
en^flace. Though ibme who pretended 
to ol^rve them curioufly, doubted the 
brood had not been kept intirdy chafte; 
becauie they had degenerated from their 
anoeftors in fbme quaHties, and had ac- 
quired others very extraordinary, but a 
foreign mixture. The bulls of Celchis are 
TGcas^le)A.tohsc9Q brazen feet-, but whether 
khaf^iened by ill pafture and running, by 
an allay from intervention of other parents, 
from ftolen intrigues ; whether a weak- 
nefs in their progenitors had impaired the 
feminal virtue, or by a decline necefTary 
through a long courfe of time, the origi- 
nals of nature being depraved in thefe latter 
infill a^ of the world ; whatever was 
the caufe, it is certam, that lord Peters 
bulls were extremely vitiated by the ruft 
of time in the metal of their feet, which 
was now funk into common lead. How- 
ever, the terrible roarings peculiar to their 
liiieage, was preferved; as likewise that 

ftf^t iuUtt or rather his ful- of the fifherman, and thcre- 

aunadonSjUid excommunica- fore fiiid to have le^iden fut 

tioas of heretical princes, all vaAfifim imls. 
figoed with lead and the feal 
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faculty of breathing out ^re from their 
noftrils ; which notwithftanding many of 
their detractors took to be a feat of art ; 
to be nothing fo terrible as it appeared; 
proceeding only from their uftial courfe 
of diet, which was of * fqutbs and crack- 
ers. However, they had two peculiar 
marks, which extremely diftinguiflied 
them from the bulls oijafon^ and which 
I have not met together in the defcrip- 
tion of any other monfter, beftde that ia 
Horace: 

V arias induccre plumas 5 

and 
Atrum dejinit in pifcem. 

For thefe hzAfifhes tails ^ yet upon occadoa 
could out-fly any bird in the air. Peter 
put thefe ^WA upon feveral employs. Some- 
times he would fet them a roarifig to fright 
i" naughty hoySy and make them quiet. 
Sometimes he would fend them out upon 
errands of great importance ; where it is 
wonderful to recount, and perhaps the 



• Thefe are the fulmina- princes who offend htm. 
tions of the pope* threatening { That is, k \ who in- 
hell and damnation to thofe curred his difplci 'e. 

raiitJoiiR 
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cattdous reader ma)r think much to bddve 
it. An appetitus fenfikiUs deriving idelf 
duough the whole family from their noblfi 
anceftors, guardians (^ the golden-Jkece^ 
diejr continued fb eictremely fond dtgaMy 
that li Peter fent them abroad, though it 
were only upon a compliment, they would 
\ roar J and jpit, and belch j and pifsy and 
forty znA.fnfvelcniX.firey and keep a per- 
petual cc»l, till you flung them a bit d 
gold; but then, puheris exiguijaSiu, they 
would grow calm and quiet as lambs. In 
(hart, whether by fccret connivance, cx* 
encouragement from their mailer, or out 
of their own liquorifh afiefHon to gold, or 
both; it is certain they were no better than 
a /brt of fturdy, fwa^ering be^ars ; and, 
where diey could not prevail to get an 
alms, would make women mifcarry, and 
children £dl into fits, who to this very day 
tifiially call fprights and hobgoblins by 
the name of buU^ggars, They grew at 
Jaft fi> very troublefome to the ne^hbour- 
hood, that fbme gentlemen of the north" 
«^ got a parcel of right Englijh bull-dogs ^ 
and baited them fo terribly, that tliey felt 
it ever after. 

Vol. I. 1 \m\3&. 
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I muft needs mention one more of lord 
Peter % projeds, which was very extraordi- 
nary, and difcovered him to be mafter of 
a high reach, and profound invention. 
Whenever it happened, that any rogue of 
Newgate was condemned to be hanged, 
Ptf/«r would offer him a pardon for a cer- 
tain fum of money, which when the poor 
caitiiF had made all Shifts to fcrape up, 
and fend, his lordjbip would return a -f- 
piece of paper in this form. 

• X O all mayors y Jheriffsy jaylors^ conjia" 

•^ bhsy hayliffsy bangmmy &c. Whereas 

we are infortnedy that A. B. remains in the 

bands of you ^ or fome of you ^ under the 

fentence of death. JVe will and command 

you upon fight hereof to let the faid prifoner 

depart to his awn habitationy whether be 

flands condemned for murder yfodofnyy rape^ 

facrilegey incefly treafony blafphetny^ &c. 

for which this fhall be your fujfficient war^ 

rant: and if you fail hereof G — d — mn 

t This is a copy of a gene- mtrtist and the tax tamtr^e 

nl pardon, figncd Jtrvus j'tr- efffUlUmy are jefted upon in 

vsrum. emperor Peltn letter. //'. 

JtiJ. Abfolution in arthuli ff^ttm, 

you 
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you and yours to all eternity, Andfo we- 
bidydu heartily fareweL 

Your moft humble 
man's man^ 

emperor PETER. 

The wretches, tnifting to this, loft their 
lives and money too. 

I defiie of thoie, whom the learned 
among pofterity will appoint for com- 
mentators upon this elaborate treatife, that 
they will proceed with great caution 
upon certain dark points, wherein all, 
who are not vere adepti^ may be in dan- 
ger to form ra{h and hafty concluflons, 
efpedally in fome myfterious paragraphs, 
where certain arcana are joined for brevity 
lake, which in the operation muft be di- 
vided. And I am certain, that future 
ioD& of art will return large thanks to my 
memory for fb grateful, fo ufeful an innu- 
endo. 

It will be no difficult part to perfuade 
die reader, that fb many worthy difcoveries 
met with great (uccefs in the world ; thougK 
I may juray alTure him, that I have related 

I 2 xn^i!^ 
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much the fmalleft number; my defigti 
having been only to fingle out fuch as inll 
be of moft benefit for public imitation, or 
which beft ferved to ^ve fome idea of the 
reach and wit of the inventor. And there- 
fore it need not be wondered, if by this 
time lord Peter was become excosding 
rich : but, alas I he had kept his brain (o 
long and fb violently upon the rack, that 
at laft it Jbook itfelf, and began to turn 
round for a litde eafe. In fhort, what with 
pride, prcjeds and knavery, poor Peter 
was grown diflraded, and conceived the 
ftrangeft imaginations in the world. In 
the height of his fits, as it is ufual with 
thofe who run mad out of pride, he would 
call himfelf * God Almighty y and fome- 
times monarch of the univerfe, I have feen 
him (fays my author) take three old f high- 
crowned hats, and clap them all on his head, 
three ftory high, with a huge bunch of 
X keys at his gircUe, and an angling-rod in 

hit 

• The pope is not only al- t The triple crown. 

)o«redtobethevicarofCir/^, % The kejt of the diureh. 

but by fevenl divines it called The church is here tiken for 

Q$i mfm tariby and other the gate of heaven s for the 

blaTphamus titiu are givco kejrtofbesvaiareaftuiiedby 

hiffl. the pope ia confciiuence of 

what 
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jm hand. In which guile, whoever went 
to take him by the hand in the way of 
iahitadon, Peter with much grace, like 
a well educated fpaniel, would present 
them with his * foot; and if they refufed 
his civility, then he would raife it as 
high as their chaps, and give them a 
damned kick on the mouth, which hath 
ever fince been called z.falute. Whoever 
walked by without paying him their com- 
plimentSjhaving a wonderful ftrong breath, 
be would blow their hats off into the dirt. 
Nfean time his affairs at home went upfide 
down, and his two brothers had a wretch- 
ed time; where his firft f bout ode was to 
kick both their % wives one morning out 
of doors, and his own too ; and in their 
ftead, gave orders to pick up the firft 
three ftroUers could be met with in the 
ftrcets. A while after he nailed up the 

what our Lord faid to Pettr. fVttUn. 

I will give unit thte tb* keys df \ This word propeily fig- 

tbr kingdun tf heaven. niiies a fudden jerk, or bui 

IbiiU The pope's univer- of an horf$, when you do not 

&1 monarchy, and his triple expe^ it. 
crown, and niher's ring. IV. % The celibacy if the Romifh 

fFitttn. clergy is ftruck at va Peter' t 

* Neither does his arrogant beating his own and brotbere 

way of requiring men to Icifs wives out of doois. W* 

bis flipper cfcape reflcAion. Wttten, 

. I X csJto- 
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cellar-door ; and would not allow his bnw 
thers II a drop of drink to their viduals. 
Dining one day at an aldernian*s in the city, 
Peter obferved him expatiating, after the 
manner of his brethren, in the praifes of 
his firloin of beef. Beefy (aid the {age 
magiilrate, is the king of meat\ beef com- 
prehends in it the quimeffence of partridge^ 
and quaily and venifon^ and pheafant^ and 
fluffhpuddingy andcufiard. When Peter 
came home, he would needs take the 
&ncy of cooking up this dodrine into uie, 
and apply th? precept, in default of a fir- 
loin, to his brown lo^: Bread, fays he, 
dear brother^, is thejiaff of life', in which 
bread is contained, inclufive, the quintef- 
fence of bfef mutton, veal, venifon, par- 
tridge, plum-pudding, and cuftard: and 
to render all compleat^ there is intermingled 
a due quantity of water, whofe crudities are 
alfo correSied by yeaft or barm^ through 
which means it becomes a wholefome fer-t 
mented liquor, diffufed through the mafs 
of the bread. Upon the ftrength of thefe 

I The pope's rerufing the tained in the bre^d* aiul that 
cup to the laity, perfuading the bread is the real and iqr 
\him that the blood is con- tire body of C&r^. 

conclufion^i 
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cooclufions, next day at dinner, was tiie 
brown loaf ferved up in all the fiirmality 
of a city feaft. ConK brother Sy faid Peter ^ 
fail tOy and /pare not , here is excellent good 
* mutton ; or holdy mrw rny hand is in, I will 
help you. At which word, in much cere- 
mony, with fork, and knife he carves out 
two good flices of a loaf, and prefents 
each on a plate to his brothers. The el- 
der of the two, not fuddenly entering into 
lord Peters conceit, b^an with very civil 
language to examine the myftery. My 
lord, {aid he, I doubt, with great JfubmJJi- 
on, there may be fotne tnijlake. What, fays 
Peter, you are p leaf ant ; come then, let us 
bear this jejl your head is fo big with. None 
in the world, my lord; but, unlefs I am 
very much deceived, your lordjbip waspUaf- 
ed a while ago to let fall a word about mut- 
ton, and I would be glad to fee it with all 
my heart. Hffiv, fajd Peter, appearing 
in great llirprize, / do not cotnprehend this 

at all, Upon which, the younger in- 

terpofing to fet the bufinefs aright ; My 

* TranftilftantiatUH. Ptttr wine too, which in hb way 

tiin» his bread into mutton, be calls palming bis tlmmiud 

and, according to the popifti trvfit ttpen tbt brttbers fif 

4odrine of concomitants, his muttttt. W. Wottoo. 

I 4 lordy^ 
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krdf ikid he, mybrtaberjfuppofiis btmm 
ffy^ and longs for the mutton your lordfi»p 
katb promifed us to dinner. Fray^ £ud 
. ^eter^ take me along with you\ either you 
ore both puid^ or difpojed to be merrier 
than I approve of\ if you there do not Me 
^four piece, J will carve you another*, thot^b 
I fhould take that to be the choice bit of the 
whole fhotdder. What then, my lord^ xt^ 
plied the £ri^ itfeems this is ajboulder of 
ptutton all this while. Pray, fir, fa3rs 
Peter, eat your viSluals, and leave off your 
impertinence, if you pleafe, for I am not 
difpofed to relijb it at prefent : but the o- 
ther could not forbear, being over provoke 
cd at the afFedted ierioufnefs of Peters 
countenance : By G — , n^ lord, laid he, 
Jean ofdyfay, that to my eyes, and fingers, 
and teeth, and nofe, it feems to be nothing 
but a crufi of bread. Upon which the fe- 
cond put in his word : / never faw a piece 
of mutton in my life fo nearly refembling a 
JUce from a twelve-permy loaf Ijookye^ 
gentlemen, cries Peter in a n^, to con- 
vince you, what a couple of blind, pofitive, 
jgnorant, wilful puppies you are, I will 
e but thit plain argument ^ by G~~^ it it 
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tmej good^ natural muttm as any m Lea- 
denhall market'y and G — confound you 
bat b e te m a llyy if you offerto believe otberwjfr, 
Sodi a thundcnng proof as this left no 
fbither loom for objection ; the two un- 
bdievers b^an to gather and pocket up 
dicir mifbke as hailily as they could* 
^fyy truly ^ faid the firft, upon more 
mature canfideration — j4y^ iays die other 
intompting him, new I have thought 
better on the things your lordjbip feems Ut 
have a great deal of reafon. Very well^ 
laid Peter ; here^ boy, fill me a beer-glafs 
of claret \ heres to you both with all mjf 
heart. The two brethren, much delight- 
ed to lee him io readily appeafed, returned 
their moft humble thanks, and faid, they 
would be glad to pledge his lordfhip. TThU 
yeufhall, (aid Peter\ I am not a per f on to 
refufeyou any thing that is reafonable ; wine<, 
moderately taken, is a cordial', here is a 
glafs a pia:e for you; it is true natural 
juice from the grape, none of your damned 
vintners brewings. Having (poke thus, 
he presented to each of them another 
large dry cruft, bidding them drink it off, 
and not be baihiul, for it would do them 
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no hurt. The two brothers, after having 
perf(»ined the ufual office in fuch deUcate 
conjundures, of flaring a fiifficient period 
at lord Peter and each other, and fuidii^ 
how matters were like to go, refblved not 
to enter on a new difpute, but let him 
carry the point as he pleafed: for he was 
now got into one of his mad fits, and to 
aigue or expofhilate further would only 
ierve to render him a hundred times more 
untradable. 

I have chofen to relate this worthy mat- 
ter in all itscircumflances, becaufeit gave a 
principal occafion to that great and famous 
* rupture^ which happened about the fame 
time among thefe brethren, and was never 
afterwards made up. But of that I (hall 
treat at large in another fedion. 

However it is certain, that lord Peter 
even in his lucid intervals was very lewdly 
given in his common converfation, ex~ 
treme wilful and pofitive, and would at 
any time rather argue to the death, than 
allow him(elf once to be in an error. Be- 
fidcs, he had an abominable faculty of tel> 
ling huge palpable lyes upon all occaflons ; 

• Bjr tbif nptwt it meapt the rdbrnatioa. 

and 
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tod not only iwearing to the truth, but 
cnirfiing the whole company to hell, if 
they pretended to make the leaft fcruple 
of believing him. One time he fwore he 
had a % ^^^ ^t home, which gave as 
much milk at a meal, as would fill three 
thouiand churches; and what was yet 
more extraordinary, would never turn 
(bun Another time he was telling of an 
old ^ pgn-^ofi^ that belonged to hkfatbery 
with nails and timber enough in it to 
build iixteen large men of war. Talking 
one day of Ctdnefe waggons, which were 
made fo l^ht as to fail over mountains: 
Z^-^dSy faid Peter^ where s the wander 
of that f by G — , I /aw a f large hotife 



% The ridiculous multiply- 
ing of the virgin Mary's milk 
amongil the papifts, under the 
^egory of a €9w^ which gave 
as much milk at a meaC as 
would fill three thouiand 
churches. Jf^. JV9tton. 

^ By this fign^f^ is meant 
the crofs of our blciTed Sa- 
viour ; and, if all the wood, 
that is {hewn for parts of it, 
was coIIeAed, the Quantity 
would fufficiently juftify this 
Curcafm. 

f The chapel of L$ritt$. 
fie Gills here only upon the^ 



ridiculous inventions of pope* 
ry: the church of R§me in- 
tended by thefe things to guU 
filly, fuperftitious people, an4 
rook them of their moneys 
the world had been too long 
in flavery, our anceftors glo- 
rioufly redeemed us from that 
yoke. The church of Ram 
therefore ought to be expofed^ 
and he deferves well of man* 
kind that docs expofe it. ff^ 

Ibid. The chapel of L9rett$, 
which travelled froip the H$lf 
Land to Itahf. 



i 



124 A TALE OF A TUE 

9f Utne and ftoM travel aver fta and iand^ 
granting that it ftopped fimetimes to haitf 
abme two tboufand German leagues* And 
that which was the good of it, he would 
fwear deiperately all the while, that he 
never told a lye in his life; and at cveiy 
word; by G-«, gentlemen^ I tell you no^ 
thing hut the truth', and the IX-U broil 
them etenuillyy that willnot believe me. 

In fhort, Peter grew fb fcandalous, 
that all the neighbourhood began in plain 
words to fay, he was no better than a 
knave. And his two brothers, long weary 
of his ill ufage, refblved at laft to leave 
him ; but firft, they humbly deiired a copy 
of their fadier*s tvilly which had now hm 
by negleded time out of mind. Inilead 
of granting this requeft, he called them 
damned fins of whoresy rogues y traytorSy and 
the reft of the vile names he could mufler 
up. However, while he was abroad one 
day upon his projeds, the two youngfters 
watched their opportunity, made a fhift 
to come at the atvV/, * and took a copia 
veray by which they prefendy iaw how 
grofly tney had been abufed; their &ther 

* TianJUtcd the ftriptiira into the Tulgartoogues. 

having 
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liaving left them equal heirs, and ftridl^ 
ctxmmanded, that whatever they got 
Dwukl lie in common among them alU 
Pursuant to which their next enterprize 
wat to break open the cellar-door, and 
get a little good f drink to (pirit and com« 
fort thdr hearts. In copying the wiU they 
had met another precept againft whoring, 
divorce, and feparate maintenance; upon 
which their next % work was to diicard 
their concubines, and fend for their wives. 
Whilft all this was in agitation, there en- 
ters a follidtor from Newgate^ defiring lord 
Peter would pleafe to procure a pardon 
fer a thief y max was to be hanged to mor- 
row. But the two brothers told him, he 
was a coxcomb to feek pardons from a 
fellow, who deferved to be hanged mudi 
better than his client; and diicovered all 
the method of that impofture, in the fame 
form I delivered it a while ago, adviflng 
dte fbUicitor to put his friend upon obtain- 
ing II a pardon from the king. In the 

t Adminifteml the cup to truft to pardons and abfdu- 

Ihe lainr at die communion. tions procured for monev, but 

t AHowed the marriages of fent them to implore dte mer- 

priefts. cy of God, from whence alone 

I DiteAcd pouteatsnot to remiffion is t» be obuined. 
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xnidft of all this clutter and revolution^ kl 
comes Peter with a file of * dragoons at 
his heels, and gathering from all hands 
what was in the wind, he and his gang^ 
after feveral millions of fcurrilities and 
curies not veiy important here to rcpeati 
by main force very ^rly f kicks diem 
both out of doors, and would never .let 
them come imder his roof fix>m that day 
to this. 

SECT. V. 
A digrejfion in the fnodern kind, 

WE, whom the world is pleaied to 
honour with the title q£ modem au^ 
thors^ fhould never have been able to com- 
pais our great deiign of an everlafling re- 
membrance, and never-dying ^ime, if our 
endeavours had not been to highly fer- 
viceable to the general good of mankind. 
This, univerfey is the adventurous at- 
tempt of me thy fccrctary ; 

• By Pettr's dragoons u reformers, 

meant the civil power, u-!)ich \ The pope ihut* all who 

thoie prin6e^ who were bi- diflcnt from him out of the 

KOtted to the Romijh Icpi-r- c!iur«.h. 
uition, employed auiitiS! th.: 



■^, 



ue?MV:\ 



/K£>: ^jmsi^ 
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*uemvis per f err e labor em 



-S^ueti 



Suadety of inducit fioSies vigilareferenas. 

To tlus end I have fbme time iince, 
with a world of pains and art, diileded 
the carcafs of human nature^ and read 
many ufefiil ledures upon the feveral parts 
both containing and contained', *till at laft 
it fmelt io ftroQg, I could preierve it no 
longer. Upon which, I have been at a 
great expence to fit up all the bones with 
exad contexture, and in due iymmetry ; 
£> that I am ready to (hew a compleat ana- 
tomy thereof to all curious gentkmen and 
others. But not to digrefs mther in the 
midft of a digrefHon, as I have known 
ibme authors indole digrefllons in one 
another, like a neft of boxes; I do affirm, 
that having carefully cut up human nature y 
I have found a very ftrange, new, and im- 
portant diicovery; that the public good 
of mankind is performed by two ways, in- 
ftruSiion and diver fion. And I have farther 
proved in my laid feveral readings (which 
perhaps the world may one day fee, if I 
can prevail on any friend to fteal a copy, 
or on any certain gentleman of my ad- 
mirers 
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mirers to be very importunate) that, 04 
mankind is now dialed, he receives 
much greater advantage by hangiUverted 
than in^ruffeJ; his epidemical diieales be- 
ing faJHdiofity^ atnorpfyy and ofciuuion^ 
whereas in the prefent univerial empire of* 
wit and learning, there ieems but litde 
matter left for tnfintEhon, However, in 
compliance with a leilbn of great age and 
authority, I have attempted carrying the 
point in all its heists; and aocordin^y 
throughout this divine treadfe have ilol* 
fully Kneaded up both together with a 
£9^ Q^utiky and a layer of duke. 

When I condder how exceedingly our 
illuftrious modems have eclipfed the weak 
^Immering lights of the/7fff^«fi,and tui»« 
ed them out of the road of all fafliionahle 
commerce, to a degree, that our choice* 
town-wits of moft refined aocompUflunentt 
are in grave difpute, whether there have 
been ever any antienis or no: in which 
point we are like to receive wonderful 
fads&dioQ from the mod uieful labom 

* The kanwd perfbg, here that, until he is pttaibd to fiof 

■ tant by our auAer, hath his hand,it will bedangerout 

teeo cndeaTOwing to annihi- to aflirtn, whether there have 

iMi fi» tmtKf ancim lyMtcr*, been an^antten^ in tfaeworU« 

and 
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a^ lucubrations of that worthy modern^ 
Dr. BentUy : I fey, when I confider all 
this, I cannot but bewail^ that no&mous 
modem hath ever yet attempted an uni^ 
Verial iyftem, in a fmall portable volume 
of all things that are to be known, or 
belieired^ or imagined, or pradHfed in life^ 
I am however forced to acknowledge, that 
iiich an enterprize was thought on fome 
time ago by a great philofbpher o( * 0* 
Brazile, The method he propofed, was, 
by a certain curious receipt^ a noftrumy 
which after his imtimely death I found 
among his papers ; and do here, out of my 
great a£Sedion to the modem learned^ pre- 
fent them with it, not doubting, it may one 
day encourage (bme worthy undertaker. 

You take fair correSi copies^ ivell bound 
in calfsBn and lettered at the back^ of all 
modernbodks of arts andfciences ivhatfoeveri 
and in what language you phafe. Theft 
you difiil in balneo marije, inftiftng quin- 
teflienc% of poppy Q^S. together isith 
three pints of lethe, to be had from the a* 

* This is an imaginary ^>ti/, placed in fome unknown 
Ifland, of kin to tiiat, which part of the ocean, mecriy at 
is called the Painttrs wivts the fancy of the map-makerl. 

. Vol. I. K ^otbecarm. 
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potbecaries. Tou cleanfe away carefully the 
£)rdes ^7^ caput moituum, letting tJltbai 
is volatile evaporate. You preferve onfy 
thefirji running, which is again to he difiil" 
led feventeen times, till what remains will 
amount to about two drams, *f his you keep 
in a glafs vial h!am!t^c2iXy fealed for one 
and twenty days. Then you h^in your 
catholick treatife, taking every ntwning 
fajlingifirfl /baking the vial, three drops of 
this elixir, fnufjing itfirongly up your fiofe* 
It will dilate itfelf about the brain (where 
there is any) in fourteen minutes, and you 
immediately perceive in your head an infinite 
number of 2hi^2i€t&, flimmaries, compendia 
ums, extrads, coUedions, medulla's, cx-> 
cerpta quaedam's, florilegia's, and the like, 
all difpofed into great order, and reducible 
upon paper, 

I mufl needs own, it was by die aflift- 
ance of this arcanum, that I, thoug|i other- 
wife impar, have adventured upon (b dar- 
ing an attempt, never atchievcd «• un- 
dertaken before, but by a certain author 
called Homer', in whom, though other- 
wife a perfon not without fome abilities, 
9nd.for an antient, of a tolerable genius, 

I ha\'C 
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I have difeovered many grois errors, which 
are not to be for^vta his very a(he$, if by 
chance anv €£ them are left. For whereas 
we are aflured, he defigned his work for 
a i* compleat body of all knowledge, hu- 
maD, divine, political, and mechanic ; it 
is manifeft, he hath wholly neglet^d fbme, 
andbeen very imperfed in the reft. FoCf 
firft of all, as eminent a cabalifi as his 
dilciples would rei^-efent him, his account 
<^ die opus magnum is extremely poor and 
deficient; he (eems to have read but very 
Superficially either Sendivogus^ Behmen^ oe 
% Anthrapofoplna TTxomagica. He is alio 
quite minaken about xb&fpbtera pyroplaf- 
tkaj a o^ledt not to be atoned for ; and, 
if the leader will admit fb feverea cenflire, 
vix credetem autorem bum unquam audi- 
wje ignis vocem. His failings are not lefs 
proauDent in leveral parts of the mechanics. 
For, having read his writings with the 
utmoft applicaticNi ufual among modern 



\ Homens omnes res hu- Faagkarit as appears hf the 

oaaaHpoeaiatbcooplaaueft. aafwer to it written by die 

Xamfk. hi ancin. learned Dr. Henrj Mttr \ it is 

X A treatiie written ibout a piece of the molt unintel- 

fStj jean mo, bj a fFelfi Hgibie fullian, that perhaps 

a[ Cmmbri^t^ hu was ever publiibed in any laa- 

I icnember, was ga^e. 

K 2 -UBlU^ 
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wits, I could never yet difcover the lead 
diredtion about the ftrudure of that uleful 
inftrument, sifave-all For want of which, 
if the moderns had not lent their afTiftance, 
we might yet have wandered in the dark. 
But I have ftill behind a fault far more 
notorious to tax the author with ; I mean, 
II his grofs ignorance in the common laws 
of this realm, and in the do6h:ine, as well 
as difcipline of the church of England. A 
defed indeed for which both he and all 
the antients ftand moft juftly cenfured by 
my worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. 
Wotton, batchelor of divinity, in his in- 
comparable treatife of antient and modern 
learnings a book never to be fufficiently 
valued, whether we confider the happy 
turns and flowings of the author's wit, 
the great u(efulnefs of his fublime difcove- 
ries upon the fubjeft di flies 2sAfpittU^ or 
the laboiious eloquence of his ftyle. And 
I cannot forbear doing that author the 
juftice of my pubUc acknowledgments, for 
the great helps and liftings I had out of 

I Mr. JV»u»n (to whom numbers divinity, law, lie. 
our author never gives any among thoTe parts of know- 
quarter) in his comparifon of led^e, wherein wc excel the 
anrient anti modern learning anuents. 

his 




IN THE MODERN KIND. 133 

his incomparable piece, while I was pen- 
ning this treadle. 

But, befides thefe omiflions in Homer 
already mentioned, the curious reader will 
alfo obferve feveral defeds in that author*s 
writings, for which he is not altogether fo 
accountable. For whereas every branch of 
knowledge has received llich wonderful 
acquirements fince his age, elpeciaUy with- 
in thefe laft three years, or thereabouts; 
it is almoft impoflible, he could be fo very 
perfe<ft in modern dilcoveries, as his ad- 
vocates pretend. We freely acknowledge 
him to be the inventor of the compafsy of 
gun-powder^ and the circulationofthebloodt 
but, I challenge any of his admirers to fhew 
me, in all his writings, a compleat ac- 
count dSxhefpleen ; does he not alio leave 
us wholly to feek in the art oi political wa-^ 
gering ? What can be more defedive and 
unlatisfaftory than his long diflertation 
upon tea} And as to his method oifali- 
vatum without mercury ^ fo much celebrat- 
ed of late, it is, to my own knowledge 
and experience, a thing very little to be 
relied on. 

It was Xo fupply fuch momentous de- 
|C 3 lt.^%v 
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feds, that I have been prevailed on after 
long foUicitation to take pen in hand ; and 
I dare venture to promiie, the judicious 
teader fhall find nothing negledited her^f 
that can be of ufe upon any emergency of 
life. I am confident to have included and 
^ exhaufted all, that human imagination 
can ri/e oj fall to. Particularly, I recom-* 
mend to the peru&l of the learned certain 
difcoveries, that are wholly untouched by 
Others; whereof I fhall only mentian,among 
a great many more, my new help for fmat- 
terers^ or the art of being deep-karnedy 
and fhalUm-read, A curious invention a- 
hout moufe-traps. An univerfal rule of 
reafon^ or every man his awn carver 'y to- 
gether with a mofl ufefiil engine for catch- 
ing ofomols. All which the judicious reader 
will find largely treated on in the feveral 
parts of this difcouHe. 

I hold myfelf obliged to give as much 
l^ht as is podible into the beauties and ex- 
cellencies of what I am writing, becaufe 
it is become the fafliion and humour mofl 
applauded among the firfl authors of this 
polite and learned age, when they would 
corred the ill-nature of critical, or in- 
form 
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form the ignorance of courteous readers. 
Bcfides there have been feverai famous 
pieces lately publi£hed, both in verie and 
piofe ; wherein, if the writers had not been 
pleafed, out of their great humanity and 
^tffoQbon to the public, to give us a nice de- 
tail of the/uiJimSy and the admirable they 
contain, it is a thoufand to one, whether we ' 
ihould ever have discovered one grain of d- 
dier. For my own particular, I cannot deny, 
that whatever I have faid upon this occa* 
iion, had been more proper in a preface, 
and more agreeable to the mode, which 
uiiially direds it thither. But I here think 
fit to lay hold on that great and honourable 
privilege of being the laji writer', I claim 
anabfolute authority in right, as xhefrejb^ 
eft modern, which gives me a ddpotic 
power over all authors before me. In the 
ftrength of which title, I do utterly diiap-> 
prove and declare againft that pernicious 
cuilom, of making the preface a bill of 
fere to the book. For I have alway? 
looked upon it as a high point of ind^ 
cretion in monfter-mongersy and other re-^ 
toilers of firange Jights, to hang out a 
fair large pidi^ over the door, drawn 
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after the life, with a moft eloquent dc-* 
Icription underneath: this hath laved me 
many a three-pence ; for my curiofity vroi 
fully fatisfied, and I never offered to go 
in, though often invited by the urging 
and attending orator with his laft moving 
9iiAJiandmg piece of rhetoric; Sity uftom 
my wordy we are juji going to begin. Such 
is exadly the fate at mis time difrefacesy 
fpiJileSy advertifetnentSy introduSHonSy prih- 
legomenasy apparatus Sy to the readers* This 
expedient was admirable at firil ; our great 
Dryden has long carried it as £sir as it 
would go, and with inoredible fuccels. He 
hath often faid to me in confidence, that 
the world would have never fufpe&ed him 
to be fb great a poet, if he had not ailiired 
them fb frequently in his prefaces, that it 
was impofTible they could either doubt or 
forget it. Perhaps it may be fb; however, 
I much fear, his inflrui^ions have edified 
out of their place, and taught men to 
grow wifer in certain points, where he 
never intended they fhould; for it is lar 
mentablc to behold, with what a lazy fcom 
fnany of the yawning readers of our age 
^0 now a-cj^ys twirl oyer forty or fifty 

pages 
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pages oi preface and dedication (which is 
the ufiial modern (tint) as if it were (bmudi 
Latin, Though it muft bealTo allowed on 
the other hand, that a veiy confiderable 
fHunber is known to proceed critics and 
fRflTx by reading nothing elfe. Into which 
two m/ddoDSy I think, all prefent readers 
may juftly be divided. Now for mylelf^ 
I prafefe to be c^ the former fort; and 
therefore having the modem inclinaticHi to 
expatiate upon the beauty of my own pro* 
dudions, and difplay the bright parts g£ 
my diibourfe, I thought beft to do it in 
the body of the work, where, as it now 
lies, it makes a very confiderable addition 
tothebulkof the volume, a circumjiance 
lynomeans to benegleBedbyaJkilfulwriter, 
Having thus paid my due deterence and 
acknowledgment to an eftablifhed cuftom 
f£ our newefl authors, by a long digrejpon 
unfougbt for^ and an unruerfal cenfure un- 
provoked^ by forcing into the light with 
much pains and dexterity my own excel- 
lencies and other men's d^au}ts, with great 
juftice to myielf and candour to them, 
I now happUy refume my fubjed, to the 
infinite l^tufadion both of the reader and 
flieautlwrt S^CT, 



tjS ATALEOFATUR 

SECT. VI. 
A TALE OF A TUR 

WE left lord Peter in open rupture 
with his two brethren; both for 
ever diicarded from his houie, andrefign- 
ed to the wide world, with little or no- 
thing to truft to. Whicharecircumftances, 
that render them proper fubjeds for the 
charity ofa writer's pen to work on; (cenes 
of miiery ever affording the feireft harvefl 
for great adventures. And in this the 
world may perceive the difference between 
the integrity of a generous author, and 
that of a common fnend. The latter is 
obferved to adhere clofe in profperity, but 
on the decline of fortune to drop fuddenly 
off. Whereas, the generous author, juft 
on the contrary, finds his hero on the 
dunghil, from thence by gradual fleps 
raifes him to a throne, and then inune> 
diately withdraws, expe^Hng not fo much 
as thanks for his pains: in imitadon of 
which example I have placed lord Peter 
in a noble houfe, given him a title to wear, 
and money to fpend. There I fhall leave 

him 
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him for ibme time ; returning where com- 
mon charity dire^ me, to the afHftance 
of his two brothers at their lowefl ebb. 
However, 1 ihall by no means forget my 
diaraderof an hiftorian to follow the 
truth ftep by flep, whatever happens, or 
where-ever it may lead me. 

The two exiles, ib nearly imited in for* 
tuHe and intereft, took a lodgingtogether; 
where, at thdr £rft leifure, they began to 
lefled on the numberle^ misfortunes and 
vexations of their life paft, and could not 
tell on the fudden, to what failure in 
their condud they ought to impute them; 
when, after (bme recollection, th^ caU-r 
ed to mind the copy of their father's willy 
which they had fo happily recovered. This 
was immediately produced, and a firm 
relbluticMi taken between them to alter 
whatever was already amifs, and reduce 
all their future meafures to the ftrideft 
obedience prefcribed therein. The main 
body of the will (as the reader cannot eafi-r 
ly have fbi^ot) coniifted in certain admi- 
rable rules about the wearing of their coats ; 
in the perulal whereof, the two brothers 
^\ every period duly comparing the doc- 
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trine with the pradice, there was never 
fcen a wider difierence between two things; 
horrible, downright tranlgreilions of evcnr 
point. Upon which they both relblved, 
without further delay, to fah immediately 
upon reducing the whole ezadly after 
their father's model. 

But, here it is good to ftop thehafty 
reader, ever impatient to fee the end of 
an adventure, before we writers can duly 
prepare him for it. I am to reaKvl, that 
thdetwo brothers began to be diftingui/h- 
ed at this time by certain names. One 
of them defired to be called ♦ MARTIN, 
and the other took the appellatic»i of 
+ J AC K. Thefe two had lived in much 
friendfhip and agreement under the tyran- 
ny of their brother P^/«r, as it is the ta- 
lent of fellow-fufferers to do; men in mis- 
fortune, being like men in the dark, to 
whom all colours are the fame : but when 
they came forward into the world, and 
began todifplay themfelves to each other, 
and to the light, dieir complexions ap- 
peared extremely difierent; which the 

• Martu Luther. f John Qalvio. 

prefcnt 
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preient pofture of their ai&irs gave them 
(iidden opportunity to difcover. 

But, here the fevere reader may juftly 
tax me as a writer of fhart memory, a de- 
ficiency to which a true modem cannot 
but, of neceffity, be a little (iibjed. Btcaufe, 
memory being an employment of the mind 
upon things paft, is a faculty, for which 
the learned in our illuftrious age have no 
manner of occaiion, who deal intirely with 
invention^ and ftrike all things out of 
themfelves, or at leaft by collifion from 
each other : upon which accoimt we think 
it highly reafonable to produce our great 
forgetfulnefs, as an argument unanfwera- 
ble for our great wit. I ought in method 
to have informed the reader about fifty 
pages ago of a fancy lord Peter took, and 
infiifed into his brothers, to wear on thdr 
coats whatever trinmiings came up in 
faihion; never pulling off any, as they 
went out oi the mode, but keeping on 
all together; which amounted in time to 
a medley the mofl antic, you can poflibly 
conceive; and this to a degree, that, up- 
on the time of their falling out, there was 
hardly a thread of the original coat to be 
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ieen : but an infinite quantity oilace^ and 
ribands^ and fringe^ and embroidery^ and 
foinU (I mean, only thofe * tagged with. 
fiver y for the reft fell ofF.) Now this ma«^ 
terial circumftance having been forgot iqt- - 
due place, as good fortune hath cxrdenedl^^ -^ 
comes in very properly here, when~tb^ 
tivo brothers are juft going to reform their '^ 
veftures into the primitive ftate, pfQiciibf-r JS 
cd by their father's mil, ^^ 

They both unanimoufly entered upod ' '' 
this great work, looking ibmetimes on 
their coats, and ibmetimes on the wi/?. 
Martin laid the firft hand ; at one twitch 
brought off a large handful of points i 
and, with a fecond pull, ftripped away 
ten dozen yards q{ fringe. But when he 
had gone thus far, he demurred a while: 
he knew very well, there yet remained a 
great deal more to be done; however, the 
fiift heat being over, his violence began 
to cool, and he refblved to proceed more 
moderately in the reft of the work; hav- 
ing already narrowly efcaped afwinging 

• Points tagged with filver, of the church, which have 
are thofc doctrines that pro- been therefore woven decpcft 
Xe the greatncfa and wealth in the body of popery. 

rent 
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rent in pnlling cff Ha&fkmts^ which, be* 
ing ta^ed tmtb filver (as wc have dbfefv- 
ed before) the judicious working had 
with much fagacity double fown to pre> 
fcrve them from yj^/Z/wp". Refolving there- 
fiare to rid his coat ofa huge quantity of 
gold lacey he picked up the ftitches with 
much caution, and diligendy gleaned out 
all the loofe threads as he went, which 
proved to be a work of time. Then he 
fell about the embroidered Indian figures 
of men, women, and children; againft 
which, as you have heard in its due place, 
their father's teilament was extremely ex- 
ad and fevere : thefe with much dexterity 
and application were after a while quite 
eradicated, or utterly defaced. For the 
reft, where he obferved the embroidery to 
be worked fo clofe, as not to be got aw^y 
without damaging the cloth, or where it 
ferved to hide or ftrengthen any flaw in 
the body of the coat, contrafted by the 
perpetual tampering of workmen up<Mi it; 
he concluded, the wifeftcourfe was to let 
it remain, refolving in no cafe whatfoever, 
that the fubftance of the fluff fhould fuflfer 
injury; which he thought th&befl method 
i* ion 
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for ferving the true intent and meaning of 
Jus father's will. And this is the nearefl 
Account I have been able to colled of 
Martina proceedings upon this great re^ 
volution. 

But his brother J achy whole adven-' 
tures will be fb extraordinary, as to fiimifh 
a great part in the remainder of this dif* 
courfe, entered upon the matter with cy 
ther thoughts, and a quite different fpirit* 
For the memory of lord Peters injuries 
produced a degree of hatred and fpight^ 
which had a much greater fhare of incit> 
ing him, than any re^rds after his fa.* 
ther*s commands, fince thefe appeared at 
beft only fecondary and fubicrvient to the 
other. However, for this medley of hi>- 
mour he made a fhift to find a very plaufi- 
ble name, honouring it with the tide of 
zeai'y which is perhaps the mofl iigni* 
£cant word, that hath been ever yet pn>> 
duced in any language; as, I think, I 
have fully proved in my excellent anafy* 
tical difcourie upon that fubjedt ; wherein 
I have deduced a hifiori-theo-phyfi-hgical 
Btxouatof zeal, (hewing how it firfk pro* 
ceeded firom a mfJo» into a wori/i tnd 

froA 
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^iii thence in a hot fummer ripened into 
a tangible fubflance. This work, con^ 
taining three large volumes in folio, I de- 
fign very fliortly to publifh by the modem 
^&y of/ubfcriptimy not doubting but the 
nobility and gentry of the land will give 
Ine all poffible encouragement; having 
had already fiich a tafte of what I am able 
to {)erform. 

I record therefore, that brother yacii 
brim-fuU of this miraculous compound, 
refleding with indignation upon Peter's 
tyranny, and farther provoked by the 
defpondency of Martin^ prefaced his re- 
folutions to this purpofe. What^ faid he, 
a rogue that locked up his drinky turned 
away our tveveSf cheated us of our fortunes ; 
palmed his damned crufts upon us for mut- 
ton; and, at lafi, kicked us out of doors i 
muftwebein his fajhionsy with a pox I a 
rafcaly beftdes, that all theflreet cries out 
againjl. Having thus kindled and inflam- 
ed himfelfj as high as poflible, and by 
confequence in a delicate temper for be- 
ginning a reformation, he fet about the 
work immediately, and in three minutes 
made more difpatch than Martin had done 

Vol. I. L Sack 
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in as many hours. For, courteous reader, 
you are given to underftand, that zeal is 
never fo highly obliged, as when you fet 
it a tearing ; and Jacky who doated on 
that quality in himfelf, allowed it at thia 
dme its full Iwing. Thus it happened, 
that ftripping down a parcel oi gold lace 
a little too haflily, he rent the main body 
of his coat from top to bottom ; and where- 
as his talent was not of the happieft in tak- 
ing up a fiitcby he knew no better way, 
than to deam it again with packthread and 
Vijkewer. But the matter was yet infinite* 
\y worfe (I record it with tears) when he 
proceeded to the embroidery: for, being 
dumfy by nature, and of temper impa- 
tient; withal, beholding millions of 
ititches that required the nicefl hand, and 
fedatefl conftitution, to extricate; in a 
great rage he tore off the whole piece, 
cloth and all, and flimg it mto the kennel, 
and furioufly thus continued his career ; 
j^by good brother Martin, faid hcydoas I 
doy for the Iffoe of God; firip^ teary puU^ 
rendyflay off ally that we may appear as un- 
like the rogue Peter as it is poffible ; / 'uoould 
MOty for an hundred pounds^ carry the leajl 

mark 
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Hiafk about me^ that might give occafioH 
to the neighbours offufpeSiingy that livas 
related to fuch a rafcah But M?r//«, who 
at this time happened to be extremely 
Hegmatic and iiedate, begged his br other ^ of 
all Iffve^ not to damage his coat by any 
means ; for he Hever would get fuch another: 
deHred him to confdefy that it was not theif 
bufinefs to form their aSlions by any reflec- 
tion upon Peter, but by obferoing the rulei 
prefcribed in their father s will. 1%at he 
fhould remember y Peter wasfiill theif bro^ 
ther, whatever faults or injuries he had 
committed'y and therefore they Jhould, Jby 
all means-, avoid fuch a thought ^ as that 
of taking meafures for good and evil from 
no othef rule^ than of oppofition to him* 
That it Was true^ the tejlament of their good 
father Was very exaSi in what related to the 
wearing of their coats; yet 'doas it no left 
penal atidfitiSi in prefcribing agreement^ 
and friendjhip^ and affeEiion between them* 
And therefore^ if firaining a point were at 
all difpenfabky it would certainly befo^ ra- 
ther to the advance of unity ^ than increafe 
of contradiSiion, 

MARTIN had ftill proceeded as grave^ 
L 2 \i 
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ly as he began; and doubtlefs would have 
delivered an admirable lefture of morality, 
which might have exceedingly contribut- 
ed to my reader's repofe both of body and 
mind, the true ultimate end of ethics *j 
but Jack was already gone a flight-fhot 
beyond his patience. And, as in fcholaftic 
dilutes nothing ferves to roufe the Ipleen 
of him that oppofes fo much, as a kind of pe- 
dantic af}e<Si;ed calmnefs in the reffondent ; 
difputants being for the rrioft part like une- 
qual jfcales, where the gravity of one fide 
advances the lightnefs of the other, and 
caules it to fly up, and kick the beam: (b 
it happened here, that the weight of Mar- 
tins argument exaked Jack\ levity, and 
made him fly out and fpum againfl his 
brother's moderation, Infhort, Martina 
patience put Jack in a rage, but that, 
which mofl afHided him, was, to ob- 
ferve his brother's coat fo well reduced 
into the flate of innocence; while his 
own was either wholly rent to his fhirt ; 
or thofe places, which had efcaped his 
cruel clutches, were flill in Peters livery. 
So that he looked like a drunken be^tu, 
half rifled by bullies ', or like a frcfh tenant 

of 
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of Newgate^ when he has refilled the pay- 
ment c&gamilb ; or like a difcovered^^ 
lifter -i left to the mercy of Exchange^ 
women * ; or like a henvd in her old velvet 
petticoat, refigned into the &cular hands 
of the mobile. Like any, or like all of 
theie, a medley of r/jr^f and lace^ and rentSy 
2Sid fringes y unfortunate Jack did now 
appear: he would have been extreme- 
ly glad to fee his coat in the condition of 
Martin SyhuX. infinitely gladder to find th^ 
of Martin in the lame predicament with 
his. However, finceneitherof thefc was 
likely to come to pals, he thought fit to 
lend the whole bulinels another turn, and 
to drefs up neceffity into a virtue. There- 
fore, after as many of \h!^fox\ arguments, 
+ as he could mufter up, for bringing 
Martin to reafm^ as he called it ; or, as 

* The galleries over the remains of Exchangi womn^ 

fiaaxaa in me Royai Excbangt but in Exeter 'cbangty and thrr 

were formerly filled with are no longer deemed the firil 

fliops, kept chiefly by women ; min i ilcrs of fafhioa. 

t}i< (am? ufe was made of n f Thefoxintbefiible,who 

building called the New Ex- hax'ing been caught in a trap 

{bang* in tix Strand i xbU edi- and loft his tail, ufed many 

iice has been pulled down ; arguments to perfuade the reft 

the {hopkeepors have removed to cut off theirs ; that the fin- 

from the Rtyal Exchange into gularity of his deformity might 

Ctmbill, and the adjacent not expole him (q derifion. 
ibtcts ; and there ar« pow no: 
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he meant it, into his own ragged, bohf 
tailed condition; and oblerving he £Ud 
all to little purpofe; what, alas ! was left 
f(V the forlorn Jack to do, but after 4 
million of fcurrilities againft his brother to 
run mad with fpleen, and ipight, and 
contradiction, To be ihort, here began 
a mortal breach between thefe two. yacA 
went immediately to ww lodgings, and in 
a few days it was for certain reported, that 
he had run out of his wits. In a ihort 
time after he appeared abroad, and con- 
firmed the report by falling into the odd- 
eft whimfles, that ever a flck brain con- 
ceived. 

And now the little boys in the (beets 
began to falute him with feveral names. 
Sometimes they would call him * yaci 
the bald\ fbmetimes, + Jack with a lan- 
tern \ (bmetimes, % Dutch Jack; fbme- 
times, II French Hugh ; fometimes, % Tom 
the Beggar 'y and fometimes, f% Knocking 
Jack of the north. And it was under one, 

• That U, Cahifif from | TTte Hugtmtu 

fthusy b^ild. § The Gtitufit., by whkh 

f All thofe who pretend to name fome proteflants in Flam- 

inward light. 4trs were called. 

t Jaek of LtyiUn^ who gave -tj JUm Kntx., the refomer 

nk to tlie AmkuftijU. of Satltiml. 

QV 
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dribme, orall of thde appellations, which 
I leave the learned reader to determine, 
that he hath given rife to the moft iUuA 
trious and epidemic fed oi JEoUfisy who, 
with honourable cx>mmemoratioii, do ftill 
acknowledge the renowned JACK for their 
author and founder. Of whofe OTiginal, 
as well as principles, I am now advancing 
to gratify the world with a very particular 
account. 

Melleo conttngens cunBa lepore* 

SECT. VII. 

^ digrejfion in praife of digrejjions* 

T Have fometimes beard of an iliad in a 
-*• nut-Jbell\ but it hath been my fortune 
to have much ohcosx/een a nut-jhell in an 
iliad. There is no doubt that human life 
has received mod wonderful advantages 
fix)m both ; but to which of the two the 
world is chiefly indebted, I (hall leave 
among the curious, as a problena worthy 
of their utmoft enquiry. For the inven- 
tion of the latter, I think the common- 
wealth of learning is chiefly obliged to 

L \ tJxQ 
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^gtesit modem improvement of ^/fJT^ 
Jkm : the late refinements in knourlec^ 
running parallel to thofe of dyet in our 
nation, which, among men of a judicious 
taile, are drefled up in various compounds 
confining injbups and o/io'sy frkajfees and 
ragoufts. 

It is true, there is a fort of morofe, de- 
tracting, ill bred people, who pretend utter-r 
ly to difreliOi thefe polite innovations ; and 
as to the fimilitude fi-om dyet, they allow 
the parallel, but are fb bold to pronounce 
the example itfelf a corruption and dege- 
neracy of tafte. They tell us, that the 
fafliion of jumbling nfty things together 
in a difti was at firft introduced in com- 
pliance to a depraved and debauched ap- 
petite j as well as to a crazy cntfiitution : 
iand to fee a man hunting through an olio 
after the bead and brains of a goofe^ a 
widgeon^ or a woodcock, is a fign he wants 
a ftomach and digeftion for more fubftan^ 
tial viduals. Farther, they affirm, that 
digrejftons in a book are like ^)r«j^« troops 
in ^fiati, which argue the nation to want 
a heart and hands of its own, and often 

cither 
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til^^fubdue the natrues^ or drive them 
Into the moil unfruitful corners. 

But, after aU th^t can be objeded hj 
thefe fupercilious cenfors, it is manifei^ 
the fix:iety of writers would quickly be re- 
duced to a very inconfiderable number, if 
men were put upon making books with 
the fatal confinement of deUvering no^ 
thing beyond what is to the purpofe. It 
is acknowledged, that were the cafe the 
fame among us, as with the Gr^ks and 
Remans^ when learning was in its cradle 
to be reared and fed, and cloathed by in' 
vention ; it would be an eafy taik to fill up 
volumes upon particular occafions, with- 
out &rther expatiating &om the fubjed$ 
than by moderate excurflons, helping to 
gdvance or clear the main defign. But 
with knowledge it has fared as with a nu- 
merous army, (Encamped in a fruitful 
country; which for a few days maintaios 
itfelf by the produ<3: of the foil it is on ; 
till, proviiions being Ipent, they are fent 
to fprage m^ny a mile, among friends or 
enemies, it matters not. Mean while the 
{leighbol^-ing fields, trampled and beaten 

down, 
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down, become barren and dnr, afFording 
no fuftenance but clouds of duil. 

The whole courfe of things being thus 
intirely changed between us and the an^ 
tientSy and the modems wifely (enfible of 
it; we of this age have difeovered a (horter, 
and more prudent method, to become 
fcbolars and wits without the fatigue of 
reading or of thinking. The moft accom- 
plifhed way of ufing books at pre(ent is 
twofold: either firft, to ferve them as 
fbme men do lords^ learn their titles ex- 
adly, and then brag of their acquain- 
tance. Or fccondly, which is indeed the 
choicer, the profounder, and politer me- 
thod, to get a thorough infight into the 
index y by which the whole book is govern- 
ed and turned, like^^^j by the tail. For, 
to enter the palace of learning at xht great 
gate requires an expence of time and 
forms ; therefore men of much hafte and 
little ceremony are content to get in by 
the back-door. For, the arts are all in a 
Jfying march, and therefore more eafily 
fubducd by attacking them in the rear. 
Thus phyiicians difcover the ftate of the 
whole body by conl'ulting only what 

comes 
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comet from behind. Thus men catchknow- 
Jedge by throwing their wit on the pof- 
feriors m Sihoclk,^ asbopdofparrowswith 
^ingingy^/ upon thor tails. Thus \m* 
man life is bdft underftood by the wife 
man's lule of regarding the end. Thus 
are the iciences found, like Hercules \ 
oxen, hy tracing them backfoards. Thus 
are oldfciences\iTa2iYc}\^ like oldjlockings^ 
by beginning at ^'cfoot. 

Befides all this, the army of the £aences 
bath been of late, with a world of martial 
discipline, drawn into its clofe order y fb 
diat a view, or a mufter may be taken ci 
it widi abundance of expedition. For this 
great blefling we are whoUy indebted to 
fyftems and obftraBs^ in which the modern 
Bithers of learning, like prudent ufurers, 
ipent their (weat for the eafe of us their 
children. For labour is the feed of idlenefs^ 
and it is the peculiar happinefs of our noble 
age to gather the fruit. 

Now the method of growing wife, 
learned, and fublimey having become fb 
regular an aflair, and fb efUblifhed in all 
its forms ; the number of writers muft 
needs have inc^eafed accordingly, and to 
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a pitch that has made it of abfblute necef* 
fity for them to interfere continually with 
each other. Befides, it is reckoned, that 
there is not at this prefent a fufficient 

ntity of new matter left in nature to 
(h and adorn any one particular Tub- 
jed to the extent of a volume. This I 
am told by a very fkilful computer ^ who 
hath ^ven a full demonf^tion of it from 
rules of arithmetic. 

This perhaps may be objeded ^inft 
by thofe, who maintain the infinity of 
matter, and therefore will not allow, that 
any fpecies of it can be exhauflcd. For 
anlwer to which, let us examine the no- 
bleft branch of modern wit or invention, 
planted and cultivated by the prefent age, 
and which of all others hath bom the mod, 
and the fairefl fruit. For though fbme 
remains of it were left us by the antients^ 
yet have not any of thofe, as I remember, 
been tranflated or compiled intofyftem^ 
for modem ufe. Therefore we may affirm 
to our own honour, that it hath, in fome 
fort, been both invented, and brought to 
a perfcdion by the fame hands. What I 
mean, is that highly celebrated talent 
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tjoaong the fiwdem wits, of deducing £• 
militudes, allufions, and applications, Ve* 
ly fiirprifing, agreeable, and appofite, from 
the pudenda of either fez, together with 
their proper ufes. And truly, having 
obferved how little invention bears any 
vogue, beildes what is derived into theie 
channels^ I have fbmetimes had a thought, 
that the happy genius of our age and 
country was prophetically held forth by 
that antient * typical defcription of di 
Indian pygmies; wbofe Jiature did not 
exceed above two foot ; fed quorum puden- 
da crajfa, et ad talos ufque pertingentia. 
Now, I have been very curious to infped 
the late produt^ons, wherein the beauties 
of this kind have moft prominently ap- 
peared; and although this vein hath bled 
fb freely, and all endeavours have been 
ufed in the power of human breath to 
dilate, extend, and keep it open; like 
the Scythians^ + who had a cuftom^ and 
an inftrument^ to blow up the privities of 
their mares ^ that they might yield the more 
milk: yet I am under an apprehenfion, it 
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is near growing dry, and pafl all recovery | 
and that eidier fome lisw fonde of wit 
fhould, if poflible, be provided, or eUe, 
that w'e muil e*en be content with rep&* 
tidon here, as well as upon all other occa- 
fions. 

This will (land as an inconteftable aF« 
gument, that our modern wits are not to 
leckon upon the infinity of matter for a 
conftant fupply. What remains therefore, 
but that our laft recourie muft be had to 
large indexes y and little compendiumsf 
quotations mufl be plentifully ^thered, 
and booked in alphabet; to this end, 
though authors need be little confulted, 
yet criticsy and commentators^ and lexi" 
cons carefully muft. But above all, thofe 
judicious colledors of bright partSy and 
flowers y ^lAobfervanddsy are to be nicely 
dwelt on, by fome called the fie-ws and 
boulters of learning; though it is left un« 
determined, whether they dealt in pearls 
or meal ; and confequendy, whether we 
are moreto value xh2Xvf)M^paJfed through^ 
or what flaid behind. 

By thefc methods, in a few weeks^ 
there flarts up many a writer, capable of 

managing 
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managing the profoundeft, and moft uni-^ 
verfal fiibjeds. For, what though his 
bead be empty, provided his common-place 
book be full; and if you will bate him but 
thecircumftancesofx»^/iW, 2iAfiyley and 
grammar y and invention', allow him but 
the common privileges of tranicribing 
from others, and digrefling from himielf, 
as often as he (hall fee occaHon; he will 
defire no more ingredients towards fitting 
up a treatife, that fhall make a very comely 
figure on a booldeUer's fhelf, there to be 
prelerved neat and clean for a long eterni- 
ty, adorned with the heraldry of its tide 
fairly inicribed on a label; never to be 
thumbed or greafed by fhidents, nor 
bound to everlaiHng chains of darknefs in 
a library : but, when the fulnefs of time 
is come, fhall happily imdergo the trial 
of purgatory, in order to afcend thejky. 

Without thefe allowances, how is it 
pofllble, we tnodern wits {hould ever have 
an opportunity to introduce our coUedi- 
ons, Hfted under fb many thoufand heads 
of a different nature; for want of which, 
the learned world would be deprived of 
infinite delight, as well as inflrudion, and 

we 
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tire ourfelves buried beyond redrefs in s& 
inglorious and undiflinguifhed oblivion? 

From fiich elements as thele, I am aliye 
to behold the day, wherein the corpora- 
tion of authors can out- vie all its brethren 
in the guiU. A happinefs derived to us 
with a great many others from our Scjh 
tbian anceftors ; among whom the number 
c/[ pens was fo infinite, that the * Grecian 
eloquence had ilo other way of exprefling 
it, than by faying, that intberegimsy faf 
to the north, // was hardly poJJibU for a 
man to trceoely the very ait wasfo replete 
mtb feathers. 

The neceffity of this digreilion will 
cafily excufe the length ; and I have chofen 
for it as proper a place as I could readily 
find. If the judicious reader can aflign 
a fitter, I do here impower him to re- 
move it into any other comer he plea(es< 
And (o I return with great alacrity to pur- 
iue a more important ccnxrem. 
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SECT. VlU* 
A TALK OF A TUB. 

THE learned * Mol0s maintain tli^ 
original caufe of all thih^ to be imndy 
from which principle this whole univerfe 
Was at firft paxtduc^dj and into which jt 
inufi at laf^ be relblved ; that the fame 
breath, which had kindled, and blew up 
the flame of nature, {hould one day blow 
it out", 

^od procuta nohis JleSiat fortUHa gw 
bernans* 

Irhis is what the adepti unddrftand by 
their antfna mundi\ that is to fay, the 
fpirit^ or bi^eath^ or windoi the world; 
lor, examine the whole lyfteni by the 
particulars of nature, and yoii will find tX. 
not to be diluted. For whether you 
pleafe to call the forma informam of man 
\iy the name oifpiritusi animus ^ afiaius^ 
<st animai ^hat are all thefe but feverd 
Appellations for v^ndy whicn is the ruling 
tkment in eVery (sompbund^ and into 

* AU pntcn^ch to idf^ndtfn wluMfoerer. 

Vol. 1. M H«W3cw 
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which they all relblve upon their corrup- 
tion? farther, what is lite itfelf, but, as it 
is commoriy called, tht bredtb of our 
noftrils? whence it is very juftly obferved 
by nataralifts, that tsoind ftill 'continues of 
great emolument in certtiin myfiefies not 
"to be named, giving occafion for thofe 
happy epithets of turgidus^ and infiatusy 
applied either to the emittenty or recipi- 
§nt organs. 

By what I have gathered out of anti^nt 
records, I find the compafs of their dodrine 
took in two and thirty points> whcrdn it 
would be tedious to be very particular. 
However, a few of their moft impcxtant 
precepts, deducible fi-om it, are by no 
means to be omitted ; among which the 
following maxim was of much weight; 
that fmce ivind had the mafter-fliare, as 
well as operation in every compound, by 
confequence thofe beings muft be of chief 
excellence, wherein that pritHordium'^i^ 
pears moft prominently to abound; and 
therefore man is in highc!!: pcffc<5tion oi 
all created tilings, as having, by the great 
bount)'ofphilofophers, been endued with 
three diftind anifnas or «v>/dV, to which 

tlic 
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ihc iage jEoit^s, with much liberality^ 
have added a fourth of equal neceflity, as 
well as ornament with the Other three; 
hy this quafttan principium taidng in our 
four comers of the world; which gave 
OqcaHon to that renoWnd cabalift^ f Bum- 
iaftusy of placmg the body of man in due 
poUtion to the four cardinal tx>ints. 

InoonJequenceof this, their next prin- 
ciple was, that man brings with him into 
the world a peculiar portion or grain of 
wind, which may be called a ^///>7/tf£^- 
tia^ extraded from the other four. Thi& 
quinteffence is of a catholic ufe upon all 
emergencies of life, is improvable into all 
arts and fciences, and may be wonderfully 
"refined, as Well as enlarged by certain 
methods in education. This, when blaim 
up to its perfedion^ ought not to be 
^iovetoufly hoarded up, ilifled, or hid 
•under a bufhel, but fre^y communicated 
to mankind. Upon thefe reafons, and 
others of equal we^t, the wife JEolifis 
affirm the gift of BELCHING to bethe 
tiobleft Z.&. of a rational creature^ To cul- 

t This is one of the names Chrtfttpharus Theepbra^us Pa- 
taf Paractlfus ; he was called rettlfus .Bumbq/isii. 
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tivatc which art, and render it more fcr- 
viceahle to mankind, they made ufe of 
feveral methods. At certain feafons of the 
year, you might behold the priefts among 
them in vaft numbers with their || jnoutbs 
gaping wide enough againfi afiorm* At 
other times were to be feen feveral hun- 
dreds linked together in a circular chain, 
with every man a pair of bellows applied 
to his neighbour*s breech, by which they 
blew up each other to the (hape and iize 
of a tun'y and for that reafon, with great 
propriety of fpeech, did ufually call their 
bodies, their vejfels.' When by thefe and 
the like performances they were ^xjwn 
fufficiently replete, they would imme- 
diately depart, and difembogue, for the 
pubUc good, a plentiful (hare of their ac- 
quirements into their difciples chaps. For 
we muft here obferve, that all learning 
was efteemcd among them to be com- 
pounded from the fame principle. Be- 
caufe, firfl, it is generally affirmed, or 
confefTed, tliat learning fuffetb men up: 
and fccondly, they proved it by the fol- 

I This b meant of thoTe up die fcedf of rebellion^ lit. 
fedidous preachos, who blow 

lowing 
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kywing iyllogifm ; 'soords are but wind'y 
and karning is nothing but words % ergo, 
kaming is nothing but wind. For this 
resdon the philoibphers among them did 
in their fchools deliver to their pupils all 
tiieir dodrines and opinions by eruBation^ 
wherein they had acquired a wonderful 
eloquence, and of incredible variet)^ But 
the gr«at chanwSteriftic, by which their 
chief fages were beft diftinguifhed, was 
a certain pofition of countenance, which 
gave undoubted intelligence to what de- 
gree or proportion the fpirit agitated the 
inward mafs. For after certain gripings, 
the wind and vapours iiliiing forth, having 
firfl by their turbulence and convulfions 
within caufed an earthquake in man*s litde 
world, diflorted the mouth, bloated the 
cheeks, and gave the eyes a terrible kind 
of relievo. At which jundures, all their 
belches were received for facred, the fourer 
the better, and fwallowed with infinite 
confblation by their meager devotees. 
And, to render thefe yet more compleat, 
becaufe the breath of man's life is in his 
noftrils, therefore the choicefl, mofl edify- 
ing, and mofl enlivening belches were very 

M 3 \v\fe.l^ 
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wifely conveyed through diat vchicje, td 
give them a tindture as they pafled. 

Their gods were the four winds, whl^ 
they worfhippcd, as the ipirits that per-* 
vade and enliven the univerfe, and as 
thofe from whom alone all ht/piratim can 
properly be faid to proceed. However, 
the chipf of thefe, to whom they perform-? 
cd the adoratjoi^ of * latria, was the «/- 
mighty Nor thy an antient deity, whom the 
inhabitants of Megalopolis in Greece had 
likewife in the higheft reverence : + om~ 
niutn deorum Boream maxime ceUhrant^ 
This god, though endued with ubiquity, 
was yet fuppofed by the profounder ^olifis 
to poflefs one peculiar habitation, or (to 
fpeak in form) a caelum empyrteuitty where- 
in he was more intimately prefent. This 
was fituated in a certain region, well 
known to the antient Greeks^ by them call- 
ed, 2x3T/:r, or the land of darknefs. And 
although many controverfies have arifen 
upon that matter; yet fo much is undif- 
puted, that, from a region of the like de- 
nomination the moft refined ^olijls have 

• Lctrio is that worfliip preme Dcitf. 
which is pai 1 only to the fu- | Paufan. I.. ?. 

bor- 
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bonxjwed their original; from whence 
in every age the zealous among their prieftr 
hood nave brought over their choiceft trht 
ffiratumy fetching it with their own hands 
£rom the fountain-head in certain bladders^ 
and difploding it among the fedaries in 
all nations, who did, and do, and ever 
will, daily gafp and pant after it. 

Now, their myfteries and rites were 
performed in this manner. It is well 
known among the learned, that the vir- 
tuofb's of former ages had a contrivance 
for carrying and preierving winds in cafks 
or barrels, which was of great aillftance 
upon long fea voyages ; and the lofs of (b 
ufeful an art at prefent is very much to be 
lamented, although, I know not how, 
with great n^l^ence omitted by * Panci- 
rollus. It was an invention afcribed to 
.^^us hin^ielf, from whom this fed is 
denominated, and who, in honour of 
their foimder*s memory, have to this day 
preferved great numbers of thofe barrels^ 
whereof they fix one in each of their tem- 
ples, firft beating^out the top ; into tliis 

• An author who writ Jii loft, and of arts Invented. 
Aitlhut ftrdit'tit &c, of arts 

M 4 barrel^ 
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iarrely upon folemn days, the prieft en-"* 
tersj where, having before duly prepared 
himfelf by the methods akeady defcribed, 
a fecret funnel is alio conveyed from, his 
pofteriors to the bottom of the barrd, 
which admits new fupplies of in^iration 
from a northern chink or crany. Where- 
upon, you behold him fwell inrniediatdy 
to the mape and fize of his veffel. In this 
pofhire he difembogues whole tempefts 
upon his auditory, as the fpirit from be- 
neath gives him utterance; which, ifliiing 
8X aJytis et penetralibus^ is not performed 
without much pain and gripings. And, 
the wind in breaking forth f deals ivith 
his face as it does with that of the fea, firft 
blackening^ then wrinkling, and, at laft, 
burfting it into a foam. It is in this guife, 
the facred ^olift delivers his oracular 
belches to his panting difciples} of whom, 
fome are greedily gaping after the £uidtir' 
iied breath; others are all the while hymn-;- 
ing out the praifes of the winds ; and, gently 
Wafted to and fro by their own hum- 
ming, do thus reprefeitt tlie foft breezes 
of their deities appealed, 

f This is an «iacl defcrip- the face hy cnthufiaftic pr«a- 
tiun ot* (h«; ciungei made in chcn. ' Ic 
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' It IS from thiscufiom of the priefts, that 
(bme authors maintain thde ^olifis to 
have been very antient in the world. Be- 
cauie the delivery of their myfteriesy 
which I have juft now mendcmed, appears 
exadly the fame with that of other antient 
pracles, whofe inspirations were owing to 
(rertain fubterraneous effluviums of windy 
(ielivered with the fame pain to the prieft, 
and much about ^^fame influence on the 
people. It is true indeed, that thefe were 
frequently managed and direded hy female 
officers, whole organs were undmlood 
to be better difpofed for the admifllon of 
thofe oracular gujis, as entering and paf^ 
iing up through a receptacle of greater 
capacity, and caufing alfb a pruriency by 
the way, fiichas, with due management, 
hath been refined from carnal into a fpiri- 
tual extafy. And, to fb^ngthen this pro- 
found conjedure, it is ferther infifled, that 
this cvL^omoi* female priefls is keptupfHU 
in certain refined' colleges of our fmdern 
^olijis, who are agreed to receive their in- 
fpiration derived through the receptacle 
aforefaid, like their anceftors, xktjihyls, 

* Queers, who (iifier their women to pte^cb snd ^my. 

And, 
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And, whereas the mind of man, wHen 
he gives the &ur and bridle to his thoughts, 
doth never ftop, but naturally ^ies out 
into both extieams of high and low, of 
good and evil ; his firft flight of iancy 
commonly traniports him to ideas of what 
U m(^ perfed, finifhed, and exalted ; till 
having ibared out of his own reach and 
fight, not well perceiving how near tho 
frontiers of heighth and depth border upcxi 
each other ; with the feme courfe and wu^ 
he falls down plum into the loweft bottom 
of things ; like one who travels the ga^ 
into the <zev^; or like a (bait line drawn 
by its own length into a circle. Whether, 
a tindure of malice in our natures makes 
us fond of fumifhing every bright idea 
with its reverie ; or, whether reaibn, re- 
flefting upon the fiim of things, can like 
the fun ferve only to enlighten one half 
of the globe, leaving the other half by 
neceffity under fhade and darknefs ; ot, 
whether fency, flying up to the imagina- 
tion of what is highaft and bcft, becomes 
over-fliort, and f{)e:it, and weary, and 
fuddcnly falls, like a dead bird of para* 
difc, to the ground: or wlicther, after 

aU 
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tSl tlfefe metapbyfaal canjedxiTes, I havo 
not iiitif cly ffliflea the true reaibn ; thcpro- 
pofition iWever, which hath ftood me in 
for much circumftancc, is altogether true ; 
that, as the mod uncivilized parts of man- 
kind have fome way or other climbed up 
into the conception ofagcdy or fopreme 
power, fo thw have feldom forgot to 
provide their rears with certain ghaftly 
notions, which, inftead of better, have 
ferved them pretty tolerably for a tievi/^ 
And this proceeding feems to be natural 
enough; for it is with men, whofe imagi- 
nations are lifted up very high, after the 
fame rate, as with thofe, whofe bodies 
arefo; that, as they are delighted with 
the advantage of a nearer contemplation 
upwards, {o they are equally terrified 
with the difmal profpeft of the precipice 
below. Thus, in the choice of a devil, 
it hath been the ufual method of mankind 
to fingle out fome being, either in a6l, or 
in vifion, which was in moft antipathy to 
the god they had framed. Thus alfo the 
fc<a of JEolifls poflefled themfelves with 
a dread, and horror, and hatred of two 
malignant natures, betwixt whom, and 
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the deities they adored^ perpetual enmity 
was eftablifhed. The fim of thefe was 
the * cafnelion^ {worn foe to infpiratim, 
who in fcom devoured large influences of 
their god, without refunding the imalleft 
))lafl by eruSfaiion. The other was a huge 
terrible monfter, caiikdMoulifiavent^ who, 
ivith four ftrong arms, waged eternal bat- 
tle with all their divinities, dexterouily 
turning to avoid their blows, and repay 
them with intereft. 

Thus fiimifhed, and iet out with ^cds^ 
as well as lievilsy was the renowned £t6t 
of .^liftsy which makes at this day io 
illuftrious a figure in the world, and 
whereof, that polite nation of Laplanders 
are, beyond all doubt, a moft authentic 
branch; of whom I therefore cannot, 
without injufHce, here omit to make 
honourable mention; fince they appear to 
be fo clofely allied in point of intereft, as 
well as inclinations, with their brother 
JEolifts among us, as not only to buy 
their winds by wholefale from the fame 

* I do not well underftand fdlowing lines, called MnHn 

what the author aims at here, a tv«/, which i> the Frtiub 

iny more than by the terrible name for a windsiill. 
monfter, mentioned iu the 

mer- 
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merchants, but al£} to retail them after 
atiRfame rate and method, and to cuftom- 
ers much alike. 

Now, whether the fyftem here deli- 
vered was wholly compiled by Jack\ or, 
as fbme writers believe, rather copied 
from, the original at Delpbosy with certain 
additions and emendations, fuited to the 
times and circumftances; I fhall not ab- 
{blutely determine. Thk I may affirm, 
that yack gave it at leaft a new turn, and 
formed it into the &me dre& and model, 
as it lies deduced by me. 

I have long fought after this opportu- 
nity of doing jufHce to a fbciety of men, 
for whom I have a peculiar honour; and 
whole opinions, as well as pradices, have 
been extremely mifreprefented, and tra- 
duced, by the malice or ignorance of 
their adverfaries. For, I think it one of 
the greatefl, and befl of hirnianadionstp 
remove prejudices, and place things in 
their trueft and fairefl light; which I 
therefore boldly undertake, without any 
regards of my own, befide the confcience, 
the honour, and the thanks. 



^;4 Apior£;$sioK 
SECT. IX. 

A digrejion concerning the origtmUi itnl 
ufiy and imprwement <^ madne^ in A 
commomoeakb, 

NOk jQiail.it iix^ ways d«trad from 
the juft reputation of this famous 
ied, that its rife and inftitution are owing 
to fuch an author ^ as I have defoibed Jaick 
.to be^ a perjR)n whofe intelleduals were 
overturned, and his brain fhakcn out. of 
its natural poiition; which we commonly 
£ippofe to be a diftemper, and call by the 
name of madnefs or fhrenzy* For, if we 
takeafuFvey df the greateft a£Uons, that 
have been performed in the world under 
the influence of fingle men ; which are^ 
ibe ejiahlijbment ofnefw empires hy conqueft ; 
the advance and progrefs of new fibres in 
pbilofopby\ and the contriving^ as well as 
ibe propagating of new religi(ms ; wc fhall 
£nd the authors of them all to have been 
perfbns, whofe natural reafon had admit- 
ted great revolutions from their diet, their 
education, the prevalcncy of fome certain 
temper, together witJi tlw particular in- 
fluence 




CONCERNING MADNESS. 175 

fiuence of air and climate. Befides, there 
is fbmething individual in liuinan nunds^ 
that eafily kindles at! the accidental ap- 
|»>oach and collifion of certain circum- 
ftances, which, though of paxdtry and 
mean appearance, do often flame out into 
the greateft emergencies of life. For, 
great turns are not always given by ftrong 
hands, but by lucky adaption, and set 
proper feaibns ; and it is of no import^ 
where the fire was kindled, if the vapour 
has once got up into the brain. For, the 
-upper region of man is fiimi^ed like the 
kiddie region of the air ; the materials are 
formed from caufesof thewideildi^^nce, 
yet produce at laft the fame fuMbnce and 
effect. Miflsariiefh)m the earth, fteams 
from dunghils, exhalations fiom the fea, 
and fmoke fi-omiire; yet all clouds are 
the &me in compofition, as well as confe> 
^uences; and the fumes ifluing from a 
Jakes will fumifh as comely and ufefiil a 
vapour, as incenfe from an altar. Thus 
far, I fuppofe, will eafilybe granted me; 
and then it will follow, that as the face 
of nature never produces rain, but when 
it is over-cafl and diflurbed, fb human 
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underflanding, ieated in the biain^ mxA 
be troubled and overfpread by vapoun^ 
afcending from the Jower hiculties to 
water the invention, and render it fruitful. 
How, although thde vapours (as it hath 
been already Sad) are of as various original^ 
as thofe of the fides; yet the crops they 
produce, differ both in kind and degree^ 
meerly according to the foil. I will pro- 
duce two inftances to prove and explain^ 
what I am now advancing. 

* A certain great prince raifed a mighty 
army, filled his coffers with infinite trear> 
fiires, provided an invincible fleet, and 
all this, without giving the leaft part of 
his defign to his greatdft miniilers, or his 
nearefl ^vourites. Immediately the whdc 
world was alarmed; the neighbouring 
crowns in trembling expedations, towards 
what point the florm would buift; the 
fmall politicians every where forming pro* 
found conjedures. Some believed, he had 
laid a fcheme for univerfal monarchy; 
others, after much infight, determined 
the matter to be a projed for pulling 
downthe^^, and fetting up the r^/erm- 

* This wat Htrrj the Grtat of Fram, 

a 
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0z/rdi^on, which had once been his own* 
Someagain^ of a deeper f^city, fent him 
into j4/ia to fiibdiie the Turk, and reco- 
ver Palefthte. In the tnidft of all thefe 
prcjeds and preparations, a certain *Jiate- 
Jufgeon, gadiering the nature of the dif- 
eate by thefe fymptotns, attempted the 
cure, at one blow performed the operati- 
on^ broke the bag, and out flew the va'- 
pour; nor did any thing want to render 
it a compleat remedy, only, that the 
prince unfortunately happened to die in 
the perforniance. Now is the reader ex- 
ceeding curious to learn, fix)m whence 
this vapour took its rife, which had fo long 
fet the nations at a gaze, what fecret wheel, 
what hidden Ipring could put into motion 
fo wonderful an engine. It was after- 
Wards difcovered, that the movement of 
this whole machine had been direded by 
an 2kiSsxA female, whofeeyes had raifeda 
protuberancy, and before emifHon fhe Was 
removed into an enemy's country. What 
{hould an unhappy prince do in iiich tick- 
lifh circumAances as thefe? he tried in 

* RtmUaCi who ftabbcd Htnry the Gttat in his coach^ 
Vou I. N N-^SSV 
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vain the poet*s never-feiling receipt oi cor- 
pora quaque'y for, 

Idque petit corpus mensy unde efi faucia 

amore ; 
Unde feritury eo tendity gefiitque coire. 

Lucr. 

Having to no purpofe u(ed all peaceaUe 
endeavours, thecolle6ledpartoftheyiwM», 
raifed and inflamed, became aduft, con- 
verted to choler, turned head upon the 
^inal dudr, and afcended to the brain : 
&e very fame principle, that influences a 
bully to break the windows of a whore, 
who has jilted him, naturally (lirs up a 
great prince to raife mighty armies, and 
dream of nothing but fleges, battles, and 
victories. 



Caufa 



-leterritna belli 



The other * inflance is, what I have 
read fomewhere in a very andent author of 
a mighty king, who, for the foacc of 
above thuty years, amu^himfelftotake, 

• TbU i* meant of the prdent Frndt king, Ltwii XIV. 

and 
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and lofe towns ^ beat armies, and be beat- 
en ; drive princes out of their dominions ; 
fright children from their bread and butter; 
bum, lay wafte, plunder, dragoon, maf- 
facre fubjed and ftranger, friend and foe, 
male and female. It is recorded, that the 
philolbphers of each country were in grave 
difpute upon caules natural, moral, and 
political, to find out where they fhould 
ailign an original folution of this pheeim* 
menon. At laft, the vapour or fpirity 
which animated the hero*s brain, being 
in perpetual circulation, feized upon that 
region of the human body fo renowned 
for fumifhing the f zibeta occidentalism 
and gathering there into a tumor, left the 
reft of the world for that time in peace. 
Of fuch mighty confequcnce it is, where 
thole exhalations fix; and of fo little, 
from whence they proceed. The lame 
Ipirits, which in their fuperior progrefs 
Would conquer a kingdom, defcending 
upon the anusy conclude in a fiftula* 

t Paracelfusy who was fo cd %ibeta tccidtntoHt^ or wejl- 

laiHous for chymifiryt tried trn clvet^ the back parts of 

an experiment upon human man (acording to his divi- 

•xcrement, to make a perfume fion mentionea by the author, 

of it } which, when he had page 163.} being the %ut/i. 
brought to perfe£iion> he call- 

N 2 \J^ 
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Let us next examine the great introdu- 
cers of new fchemes in philofophy, and 
fearchtillwecan find, from what faculty 
of the foul the difpofition arifes in mortal 
man of taking it into his head to advance 
new fyftems, with fuch an eager zeal, in 
things agreed on all hands impoflible to be 
known: from what feeds this difpofition 
fprings, and to what quality of human 
nature thefe grand innovators have been 
indebted for their number of difciples. 
Becaufe it is plain, that feveral of the chief 
among them, both antient and modern^ 
were ufually miflaken by their adverfaries, 
and indeed by all, except their own fol- 
lowers, to have been perfons crazed, or 
out of their wits ; having generally pro- 
ceeded in the common courfe of their 
words and adions by a method very dif- 
ferent from the vulgar didates oi unrefined 
reafon ; agreeing for the moft part in their 
feveral models with their prcfent undoubt- 
ed fuccelTors in the academy of modern 
Bedlam{yvh.o(c merits and principles 1 fhall 
farther examine in due place.) Of this kind 
were Epicurus^ Diogenes^ Apollonius^ Lu- 
cretiuSf ParacelfuSy Des Cartes^ and o- 

thers j 
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diers ; who, if they were now in the world, 
tied faft, and feparate from their follow- 
ers, would, in this our undiftinguifliing 
age, incur manifeft danger oi phlebotomy^ 
and whips^ and chains^ and dark chambers^ 
?in6.Jlraw. For, what man in the nat]ii- 
ral ftate, or courfe of thinking, did ever 
conceive it in his power to reduce the no- 
tions of all mankind exa(9:ly to the fame 
length, and breadth, and heighth of his 
own? yet, this is the firft humble and 
civil defign of all innovators in the em' 
pire of reafon. Epicurus modeftly hoped, 
that one time or other a certain fortuitous 
concourfe of all men's opinions, after per- 
petual juftlings, the fharp with the fmooth, 
the light and the heavy, the round and the 
fquare, would by certain cUnamtna unite 
in the notions of atoms and void^ as thefe 
did in the originals of all things. Cartefi- 
us reckoned to fee, before he died, the 
fentiments of all philofbphcrs, like fbmany 
lefler ftars in his romantic fyftem, wrap- 
ped and drawn within his own vortex. 
Now, I would gladly be informed, how 
it is poflible to account for fuch imagina- 
tions as thefe in particular men, without 
N 3 \^sjcjvmSr.. 



iSa A DIGRESSION 

recourfe to my pbanomenon of vapmrt^ 
aicending from the lower faculties to over- 
ihadow the brain, and there diflilling into 
conceptions, for which the narrownels of 
our mother tongue has not yet afllgned 
any other name, befides that of vtadmfs 
or phretizy. Let us therefore now con- 
jedlure, how it comes to pafs, that none 
of thefe great prefcribers do ever foil pro- 
viding themfelves and their notions with a 
number of implicite difciples. And, I 
think, the reaibn is eafy to be afligned ; 
for, there is a peculiar ^r/»^ in the har- 
mony of human underftanding, which in 
feveral individuals is exactly of the fame 
tuning. This if you can dexteroufly fcrew 
up to its right key, and then ftrike gently 
upon it; whenever you have the good 
fortune to hght among thofe of the fame 
pitch, they will, by a fecret ncccflary 
Sympathy, ftrike exadly at the fame time. 
And, in this one circumftance Hes all the 
{kill or luck of the matter; for if you 
chance to jar the ftring among thofe, who 
are either above or below your own 
heighth, iiiftead of fubfcribing to your doc- 
trine, they will tie you faft, call you 

mad, 
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mad, and feed you with bread and water. 
It is therefcH-e a point of the niceft condud 
to diftinguifli and adapt this noble talent 
with re^d to the differences of perfbns 
and of times. Cicero underftood this very 
wdl, when writing to a friend in England^ 
with a cautictfi, among other matters, to 
beware of being cheated by our bachuy- 
coachmen (who, it feems, in thofe days 
were as errant ra£::als as they are now) has 
thefe remarkable words: * Efi quod gau- 
deas te in ifta loca veniffe^ ubi aliquidfa- 
pere viderert. For, to {peak a bold truth, 
it is a fetal mifcarriage (b ill to order affairs, 
as to pafs for 2ifool in (Mie company, when 
in another you might be treated as a pbilo- 
fopher. Which I die&iefome certain gentle-- 
men of my acquaintance to lay up in their 
hearts, as a very feafbnable innuendo. 

This, indeed, was the fatal mifbke of 
that worthy gentleman, my mofl ingeni- 
ous friend, Mr. Wotton : a perfbn, in ap-. 
pearance, ordained for great defigns, as. 
well as performances; whether you will 
confider his notions or his looks, furely no 
man ever advanced into the public with 

• Epift. ad Fam. Trebatio. 

N 4 fi-ttet 
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fitt^ qualifications of body and mind for 
the propagation of a new religion, Oh, had 
thofe happy talents, mifapplied to vain phi^ 
lofophy , been turned into their proper chan^ 
nds of dreams and vijionsy where difiortion 
of mind and countenance are of fuch fove-* 
reign ufe ; the baie detradting world would 
not then have dared to report, that fbm&> 
thing is amifs, that his brain hath under-* 
gone an unlucky (hake ; which even his 
brother tnodernifis themfelves, like un- 
grates, do whifper fb loud, that it reaches up 
to the very garret I am now writing in. 

Laftly, whofbever pleaf^ to look into 
the fountains oienthufiafm, from whence 
in all ages have eternally proceeded Aich 
fattening ftreams, will find the fpring 
head to have been as troubled and muddy 
as the current : of fuch great emolument 
is a tindure of this vapour^ which the 
world calls madnefs^ that without its help 
the world would not only be deprived of 
thofe two great bleffings, conquejis and 
JyJiemSi but even all mankind would unhap- 
pily be reduced to the lame belief in things 
invifible. Now, the former pojlulatum 
being held, that it is of no import from 

what 
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Virbat originals this vapour proceeds, but 
'eidier in what angles it ftrikes and ^leads 
over the under&nding, or upon what 
fpecies of brain it aicends; it will be a 
very delicate point to cut die feather, and 
divide the ieveral reaibns to a nice and cu^ 
rious reader, how this numerical difierence 
in the brain can produce efleds of (o vaft a 
difference from the fame vapour ^ as to be 
the fble point of individuation between 
Alexander the Great ^ yock ofL^den^ and 
Monfieur Des Cartes. The prefent aigu-' 
ment is the mofl abftraded, that ever I 
engaged in ; it flrains my faculties to their 
higheft flretch : and I defire the reader to 
attend with utmofl perpenfity; for I now 
proceed to unravel this knotty point, 
i* There is in mankind, a certain * 



« * « « 
Hie mult a ♦ « ♦ * 

dejiderantur, i^ « ♦ « 

* * * And this I take to be a 
clear foludon of the matter. 

t Here is another defed in worth a folotioa ; and it were 

the manuicript ; but I think well if all metaphyfical cob- 

the author did wifely, and web problems were no other- 

that the matter, which thus wife anfwered. 
ftrained his £tcujties, was not 



Havini^ 
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Having therefore fb narrowly pafled 
through this intricate difficulty, the read- 
er will, I am fure, agree with me in the 
conclufion ; that if the modems mean by 
tnadnefs only a difturbance or tranfpofi- 
tion of the brain, by force of certain va- 
fmrs ifTuing up fix>m the lower faculties ; 
then has this madnefs been the parent c^ 
all tho(e mighty revolutions, that have 
happened in empire, in pbihfophy, and in 
religion. For, the brain, in its natural 
poution and ftate of ferenity, difpoleth its 
owner to pafs his life in the conunon forms 
without any thoughts of fubduing multi- 
tudes to his own power , his reafonsy or his 
viJions\ and the more he fliapes his un- 
derftanding by the pattern of human learn- 
ing, the Icfs he is inclined to form parties 
after his particular notions; becaufe that 
inllrudls him in his private infirmities, as 
well as in the flubbom ignorance of the 
people. But when a man's fancy gets 
ajirids on his reafon ; when imagination is 
at cuffs with the fenfcs ; and common un- 
derftanding, as well as common fenfe, is 
kicked out of doors; the flrft profelyte he 
makes, is himfllf ; and when that is once 

compaflcd. 
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compofled, the difficulty is not {b great in 
bringing over others; a ftrong ddufion 
always (operating from witbouty as vig(>> 
roufly as from within. For cant and vidoii 
are to the ear and the eye the fame, that 
tickling is to the touch. Thofe entertain- 
ments and pleadires we moft value in life, 
are fuch as dupe and play die wag with 
the fenfes. For, if we take an examina- 
tion of what is generally underflood hyhap- 
ffinefsy as it has relpeft either to the imder- 
(landing or the fenfes, we fhall find all 
its properties and adjunds will herd under 
this fhort definition : that, it is a perpetual 
pojfe^ion of being ivell deceived. And firfl, 
with relation to the mind or underfland- 
ing, it is manfefl, what mighty advan- 
tages fidion has over truth ; and the rea- 
fbn is jufl at our elbow, becaufe imagina- 
tion can build nobler fcenes, and produce 
more wonderful revolutions, than fortune 
or nature will be at expence to fumifh. 
Nor is mankind fb much to blame in his 
choice thus determining him, if we con- 
iider that the debate merely lies between 
things pafly and things conceived : andfb 
the queftion is only this ; whether things. 
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that have place in the imaginationy may 
not as properly be faid to extft^ as thofe 
that are fcated in the memory ; which may 
be juftly held in the affirmative, and very 
much to the advantage of the former, (incc 
this is acknowledged to be the uomb of 
things, and the other allowed to be no 
more than the ^r/i-L'^. Again, if we take 
this definition of happinefs, and examine 
it with reference to the (enfes, it will be 
acknowledged wonderfully adapt. How 
feding and infipid do all objects accod us 
that are not conveyed in the vehicle of de- 
lufion ! how fhrunk is every thing, as it 
appears in the glafs of nature ! fo that if it 
were not for the afTiflance of artificial 
vieciiumsy fallc lights, refracted angles, 
varnifli and tinfel ; there would be a 
mighty level in the felicity and enjoyments 
of mortal men. I f this were ferioully con- 
fidcrcd by the world, as I have a certain 
reafon to fulp.ccl ithardiv will, men would 
no longor ixxkon among their liigli jwints 
of wildom tlic art of cxpoliiig weak lidcs, 
and publilhing inhrmitics ; an employ- 
ment, in my opinion, nvither better nor 
worle tiian that oi immajking^ whieh, 1 

think, 
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tiiink, has never been allowed fair uiage, 
ather in the worldy or the play-houfe* 

In the proportion that credulity is a 
more peaceful poflefllon of the mind, than 
curiouty ; fb far preferable is that wifdom, 
which converfes about the fiir^ce, to that 
pretended philofophy, which enters into 
the depth of dungs, and then comes 
gravely back with informations and difco- 
veries, that in the infide they are good for 
nothing. The two fenfes, to which all 
obje<^s firft addrefs themfelves, are the 
fight and the touch ; thefe never examine 
ferther than the colour, the fliape, the 
fize, and whatever other qualities dwell, 
or are drawn by art upon the outward of 
bodies ; and then comes reafbn ofHcioufly 
with tools for cutting, and opening, and 
manghng, and piercing, offering to de- 
monftrate, that they are not of the lame 
confidence quite through. Now I take 
all this to be the laft degree of perverting 
nature; one of whofe eternal laws it is, 
to put her beft furniture forward. And 
therefore, in order to fave the charges of 
all fuch expenfive anatomy for the time to 
come, I do here think fit to inform the 

reader^ 
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windows. By which are myftically di^ 
played the two principal branches oifnad* 
fiefsy and which ibme philofbphers, not 
coniidering fb well as I, have miftaken Xa 
be difierent in their cau(es, overhaflily af* 
figning the firft to deficiency, and theo^ 
ther to redundance. 

I think it therefore manifeft, from what 
I have here advanced, that the main point 
of fkill and addrefs is to fiimifh employment 
for this redundancy of vapour y and pru- 
dently to adjufl the feafon of it ; by which 
means it may certainly become of cardinal 
and cathoHc emolument in a common- 
wealth. Thus one man chuflng a proper 
junfhire, leaps into a gulph, from thenco 
proceeds a hero, and is called the (aver of 
his country ; another atchieves the fame 
enterprize, but, unluckily timing it, has 
left the brand of madnefs fixed as a re- 
proach upon his memory ; upon fb nice a 
diflindion are we taught to repeat the 
laxoRoi Cur tins with reverence and love; 
that of Empedocles with hatred and con- 
tempt. Thus alio it is ufually conceived, 
that the elder Brutus only perfonated the 
fooi and mad-man for the good of the 

public ; 
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Jniblic ; but this was nothing dCe, than 
a redundancy of the fame vapour long 
miiapplied, called by the Latins^ * Inge^ 
fttum par negotiis ; or, to tranflate it as 
nearly as I can, a fort oipbrenzy^ never in 
its right element, till you take it up in the 
bufinefsc^ the fkate. 

Upon all which, and many other rea- 
K>ns of equal weight, though not equally 
turious, I do here gladly embrace an op- 
portunity I have long (ought for, of recom- 
mending it as a very noble undertaking 
to Sir Edward Seymeuri Sir Chrijhphef 
Mufgrave^ Sir yohn Bowlsy *John Htm 
£fq ; and other patriots concerned, that 
they would move for leave to bring in a 
bill for appointing commiflioners to in- 
fped into Bedlanty aiid the parts adjacent ; 
who fhall be impowered to fend for per-" 
fins J papers y and records', to examine in*^ 
to the merits and qualifications of every 
fhident and profeflbr; to obferve with 
utmofl exadnefs their feveral diipofitions 
and behaviour; by which means, duly 
diflinguifhing and adapting their tdents, 
they might produce admirable infiruments 

.♦ Tacit. 

Vol. I. O for 
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for the feveral offices in a ftate, J * * * 
* * civil and military ; proceeding in fuch 
methods as I fhall here humbly propo(e. 
And, I hope the gendc reader will give 
ibme allowance to my great folicitudes in 
this important aflair, upon account of the 
high efteem I have born tliat honourable 
fbciety, whereof I had fome time the hap- 
j»nefs to be an unworthy member. 

Is any ftudent tearing his draw in piece- 
meal, {wearing and blafpheming, biting 
his grate, foaming at the mouth, and emp> 
^ng his pifIiK>t in the fpedtator's faces ? 
let the right worfhipful the commiffiomrs 
cf infpeSiion give him a regiment of dra- 
goons, and fend him into Flanders amcMig 
the reft* Is another eternally talking, {put- 
tering, gaping, bawling in a found with- 
out period or article? what wonderful 
talents are here miflaid ! let him be fur- 
nifhed immediately with a green bag and 
papers, and * three pence in his pocket, 
and away with him to JVeftmtnfler-HalL 
You will find a third gravely taking the 
dimenfions of his kennel ; a perfbn of 

t Ettltfiajlical. of the inns of court to Wtjl- 

• A lawyer'i coach-hirc, min/itr. 
when four tctgethcr, from aiiy * 

forcfight 
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forefight and iiifight, though kept quitg 
in the dark; for why, like Mofes^ ecce ♦ 
cortmta efdt ejus fades. He waJks duty 
in one pace, intreats your penny With dtie 
gravity and ceremony ; talks much of hard 
times, and taxes, and the "tsbore ofBafy^ 
lofiy bars up the wooden window of his 
cell confkndy at eight a-clock : dreams 
oi Jife^ 2Xidi jhop-lifters^ and court-cufto^ 
mers, 2Xi^ frvOtleged places. Now, what 
a figure would all thefe acquirements 
amount to, if the owner were ient into the 
city among his brethren I Behold a fourth^ 
in much and deep conveHation with him- 
self, biting his thumbs at proper junctures; 
his countenance checkered witn bufinels 
and defign ; fbmetimes walking very faft, 
with his ^es nailed to a paper that he 
holds in his hands : a great faver of time, 
fbmewhat thick of hearing, very fliort of 
fight, but more of memory : a man ever 
in hafie, a great hatcher and breeder c^ 
bufine% and excellent at the famous art 
oiwhifpering nothing : a huge idolater c£ 
monofylkbles and procraftination ; fb 

* Cornutus is cither homed Mofes is defcrtbed in the vtil- 
or (htning, aad by this term gar Latin of the bibk. 

O 2 ready 
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ready to give his word to every body, that 
he never keeps it : one that has forgot the 
common meaning of words, but an admi- 
rable retainer of the found: extremely 
fubjcA to the loofenefsy for his occajiom arc 
perpetually calling him away, Ir you ap- 
proach his grate in his familiar intervals ; 
Sir^ fays he,^n;^ me a penny ^ andTllfing 
you a Jong : but give me the penny firft. 
(Hence comes the common faying, and 
commoner practice, of parting with money 
for a fong.) What a compleat iyftem of 
court Jkill is here defcribed in every branch 
of it, and all utterly loft with wrong ap- 
plication 1 Accoft the hole of another ken- 
nel (firft flopping your nofe) you will be- 
hold a furly, gloomy, nafty, flovenly mor- 
tal, raking in his own dung, and dabbling 
in his urine. The beft part of his diet is 
the reverfion of his own ordure, which, 
expiring into fteams, whirls perpetually 
about, and at laft re-infiinds. His com- 
plexicHi is of a dirty yellow, with a thin 
{battered beard, exadly agreeable to that 
of his diet upon its iirft declination ; like 
other infcds, who having their birth and 
education in an excrement, from thence 

borrow 
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borrow their colour and their fmell. The 
ftudent of this apartment is very fparing of 
his words, but fomewhat over-liberal of 
his breath ; he holds his hand out ready 
to receive your penny, and immediately 
upon receipt withdraws to his former oc- 
cupations. Now, is it not amazing to 
thmk, the fociety of Warwick-lane ftiould 
have no more concern for the recovery of 
(b ufeful a member, who, if one may 
judge from thefe appearances, would be- 
come the greateft ornament to that illuf- 
trious body? Another ftudent ftruts up 
fiercely to your teeth, puffing with his 
lips, half Iqueefing out his eyes, and very 
gracioiifly holds you out his hand to ki(s. 
The heper defires you not to be afiaid of 
this profeltbr, for he will do you no hurt : 
to him alone is allowed the liberty of the 
anti-chamber, and the orator of the place 
gives you to underftand, that this iblemn 
perfon is a taylor run mad with pride. 
This confiderable ftudent is adorned with 
many other qualities, upon which at pre- 
fent I ftiall not farther enlarge. XHark 

% I cannot conjedure what though it is capable of more 
the author means here, or than ope interpretation, 
bow this chafm could be filled, 

O X ^^ 
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inyour ear — —- 1 am ftrangely miftakeni 
if all his addrefs, his motions, and his airs 
would not then be very natural, and in 
tbdr proper element. 

I mall not defcend fb minutely, as to 
infift upon the vail number oi beaux yfidlers^ 
foetSy Bndpolitfciamj that the world might 
recover by fuch a reformation: but what 
is more material, beddes the clear gain 
redounding to the commonwealth by fo 
large an acquifition of perfbns to employ, 
whofe talents and acquirements, if I may 
be fo bold to affirm it, are now buried, or 
at leaft mifapplied ; it would be a migh^ 
advantage accruing to the public from 
this enquiry, that all thefe would very 
much excel, and arrive at great perfedion 
in their feveral kinds \ which, I think, is 
manifeft from what I have already fhewn, 
and {hall inforce by this one plain inflance ; 
that, even I myfelf, the author of thefe 
momentous truths, am a perfon, whofe 
imaginations are hard-mouthed and ex- 
ceedingly difpofed to run away with his 
rea/oftf which I have oblcrved from long 
experience to be a very light rider, and 
cahly fhaken off; upon which account, 
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m J friends will never truft me alone, with-* 
out a iblemn promife to vent my feecula^ 
tioDs in this, or the like manner, fbrthe 
umverfid benefit d[ human kind ; «i4iidi 
perhaps the g^tle, courteous, and candid 
reader, brin&l of that modern chanty and 
tendemeis u^ially anneicd to his offiuy 
will be very hardly perfuaded to believe. 

SECT. X. 
A FURTHER DIGRESSION*. 

T T is an imaniWerable argument of a 
^ very refined age, the wonderful civili- 
ties that have palled d[ late years between 
the nai^noi author Si and tkat o£ readers. 
There can hardly -f- pop out a piaj^y apam- 
pblety or a poef/ty without a preBus full 
of acknowledgment to the world for the 
general reception and applaufe they have 
given it, which the lord knows where, or 
when, or how, or from whom it received. 

* This fe£Hon has in for- for making the tide condpond 
mer editions been intitled, A with the contents. 
TttU of a Tub ; but the tale f This is literally true, as 
not being continued till Sec- we may obTenre in the pre- 
dion XI. and thu being only faca to moft plays^ pocns» 
a fiirtber digreiEon, noapolo- He. 
grcaa be thou^ ncoeflarv 

^ 6 JL K 
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In due deference to fo laudable a cuftom ^ 
I do here return my humble thanks to bis 
majefyy and both houfes of parliafnent ; 
to the lords of the king's moft honourable 
privy-council ; to the reverend ^z judges \ 
toxht clergy, 2iTiA gentry y 2iAyeomamyK& 
this land : but in a more efjpecial manner, 
to my worthy brethren and fiiends at 
WiWs coffee-houfe, and GreJham-colUgey 
and JVarwick-laney and Moor-fields, and 
Scotland-yard y and Wejlminfler-ball, and 
Guild-hall: in fhort, to all inhabitants 
and retainers whatfbever, cither in court, 
or church, or camp, or city, or country ; 
for their generous and univerfal acceptance 
of this divine treatife. I accept their ap- 
probation and good opinion with extreme 
gratitude, and, to the utmoftof my poor 
capacity, {hall take hold of all opportuni- 
ties to return the obligation. 

I am alfo happy, that fate has flung me 
into (o blefled an age for the mutual felici- 
ty o{ bookfelkrs and authors, whom I may 
{?Si:\y affirm to be at this day the two only 
liitisficd parties in England. Aflc an author 
how his Lift piece hath fuccceded : 'why, 
truly, he thanks his Jlars^ the 'world has 

been 
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ieen very favour able ^ and he has tiot th6 
Uaft reqfon to complain : andyeU fyG — » 
be writ it in a week at bits andfiattst when 
bi could fieal an hour f torn bis urgent af-- 
fairs ; as it is a hundred to one, you may 
fee farther in the prefece, to which he re* 
fers you ; and for the rdft to the bookiel- 
Icr. There you go as a cuftomer^ and 
make the iame qudtion : he blejfes his God 
the tiling tahsivonderfulfy, he iijuft prints 
ing the fecond edition^ and has but three 
left inhisJhop% You beat down the prices 
Sir^ wejhaU not differ; and, in hopes of 
your cuuom another time, lets you have 
it as rcaJCcKKtble aa you pleaie ; and^ pray 
fend as many of your acquaintance as you 
will^ I pall upon your account furnifb them 
all at the fame rate. 

Now, it is not well enough coniidiered| 
to what accidents and oCcaiions the world 
Ik indebted for the greatefl part cH thofe 
ttoblfi writings, which hourly fUrt Up to 
entertain it. If it were not for a ramjf day^ 
a drunken vigil, aft ofthefpleen, a courfe 
of pbyjicj a fleepy furtday, an ill run at 
dice, a long taylors bill, a beggar s purfe, 
a faElious bead, a hot fun, cojlive diet, 

Vol. I. P '^ant 
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want ofbooksy andajufi contempt of learn* 
ing: but for thde events, I &y, andibme 
others too long to recite (efpecially vl pru- 
dent negleSi of taking brimfione snwardfy) 
I doubt, the number of autborsy and of 
writingSy would dwindle away to a degree 
moft wofiil to behold. To confinn this 
opinion hear the words of the famous 
Troglodyte philofbpher : // is certain ((aid 
\it)fome grains of folly are of courfe an- 
nexed as part of the contpofition of human 
nature J only the choice is left us, whether 
we pleafe to wear them inlaid or emboflied : 
a?ul we need not go very far to feek bow 
that is ufually deter minedy when we re* 
member y it is with human faculties as 
with liquor Sy the light eft will be ever at 
the top. 

There is in this &mous iiland oi Britain 
a certain ^ultryjcriblery very voluminous, 
whole charader the reader cannot wholly 
be a ftranger to. He deals in a pernicious 
kind of writings, cahcdfecond parts, and 
ufually pafles under the name of the au- 
thor of the firfl, I caiily forelee, that as 
loon as I lay down my pen, this nimble 
operator yi'^ haveftolen it, and treat me 

.as 
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as inhumanly as lie hadi already dcme Dr. 
Blackmorej Leftrange^ and many others, 
who (hall here be namelefi; I dierefbre 
fly for juftice and relief into the hands of 
that great reSlifer of f addles *, and kntr 
of Mankind J Dr. Bentley^ begging he will 
take this enormous grievance into his moft 
modern ccxifideraticxi : and if it (houki ib 
happen, that 1^& furniture of an afsj in 
the fhape of z.fecond party muft for my fins 
be clapped by a miftake upon my back, 
that he will immediately pl^ie, in the pre- 
fence of the world, to lighten me of the 
burthen, and take it home to bis own boufe^ 
till the trtu beaft thinks fit to call for it. 

In the. mean time I do here give this 
pubUc notice, that my refolutions are to 
circumferibe within this difcouHe the 
whole flock of matter, I have been fb 
many years providing. Since my vein is 
€mxx opened, I am content to exhaufl it 
all at a running, for the peculiar advan- 
tage of my dear country, and for the uni- 
verfal benefit of mankind. Therefore hos- 
pitably confidering the nimiber of my 

* Alluding to tbe trite phnfe, fUui At faddU m thi 
rJfbt btr/e. 
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gu^, they fhali have my whole enter* 
tainment at a meal ; and 1 (com to letup 
the leavings in the cupboard. What tne 
^^^ cannot eat, may be g^ven to the 
fwri and the * degs under the table vasay 
^naw the bomS' This I underftand for a 
more generous proceeding, than to turn 
the company *s ftomach by inviting them 
again to morrow to a fcurvy meal of 
fcraps. 

If the reader fairly conflders the ilrength 
of what I have advanced in the foregoing 
jedion, I am convinced it will produce a 
wonderful revolution in his notions and 
opinions ; and he will be abundantly bet- 
ter prepared to receive and to relifh the 
concluding part of this miraculous treatife. 
Readers may be divided into three claflcs, 
tin&fuperficialy the ignorant, and the UarH" 
td: and I have with much felicity fitted 
my pen to the genius and advantage of 
each. Th? fuperficial ^leader will be 
ftrangely provoked to laugher \ which 
clears th^ breafl and the lungs, is fbvereign 

* By tficff, the author means in his Sgrtjfun uftn tritiiSm 
fommon injudicious critics, pageioj. 
as he explaiiu it himielf t>cfoic 

, a^unft 
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againft the j^t^sec, and the moft innocent 
|]f afl dmrttks. The ignorant reader, be- 
twBcni^viiam and the foomertbe diftindiog^ 
is eztremely nice, will find himfelf di{^ 
pafed to ftare^ which is an admirable 
remedy iOT ill eyes, ferves to raife and en* 
liven the ^>iri^ and wonderfully help* 
ferfptratkn. But the reader truly karrt^ 
tJ, chiefly forwhofe benefit I wake when 
others fleep, and ileep when others wake, 
Moll here find iiifficient matter to employ 
his {peculations for the refl of his life. It 
were mudi to be wifhed, and I do hat 
humbly propofe for an experiment, that 
every prince in cbriftendom will take (even 
of the deeptfifcholari in his dominions, and 
fhut them up clorefbryk;im years, xsifeven 
chambers, with a command to write/itvyf 
ample commentaries on this comprehen-^ 
five difcourie. I fhall venture to affirm, 
that whatever difference may be found in 
their leveral conjedures, diey will be all, 
without the leaift diftortion, manifeftly 
dedudble from the text. Mean time, it 
is my eameflrequeft, that fb ufefiil an un- 
dertaking may be entered upon, if their 
fOaiefiies plea^, with all canvauentfpeed ; 
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becaufe I have a ftrong inclinadcm, before 
I leave the world, lx> tafle a blefliii^ 
which we myfierims writers can f^dom 
reach, till we have gotten into our graves; 
whether it is, ^dasxfame^ being a fivit graf- 
fed on the body, can hardly grow, and 
much le& ripen, till the^oriis in the earth : 
or, whether fhe be a bird of prey, and is 
lured among the reft to purnie after the 
fcent of a carcafs : or, whether (he con- 
ceives, her trumpet founds befl and £v- 
thefl, when fhe flands on a tomhy by the 
advantage of a rifing ground, and the 
echo of a hollow vault. 

It is true, indeed, the republic <^ dark 
authors, after they once found out this 
excellent expedient of dyingy have been 
peculiarly happy in the varie^, as well as 
extent of their reputation. For, nigla be- 
ing die univerfal mother of things, wife 
philofophers hold all writings to ht fruitful 
in the proportion they are dark-, and 
therefore, the * true illumnated (that is 

* A name of the Rtfycru- kind of theological philofiip 
clans. Tbefe were Fanatic phy, made up of aloum equal 



alchemift^, who in fearch after mixtures of pa^n pL 

the great fccrct had invented Chriftian quieufmj and tbp 

a means altogether propor- Jnuijh cabbala. Jfarkartm 

tiooed to their end ; it was a so the Rapt •ftht Ltd, , 

to 
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to (ay, the darkeft of all) have met with 
fiich numberlefs commentators, whofe 
fcbolafiic midwifeiy. hath delivered them 
of meanings, that the authors themfelves 
perhaps never conceived, and yet may very 
jufUy be allowed the lawful parents of 
them +, the wcn-ds of luch writers being 
like feed, which, however fcattered at 
random, when they light upon a fruitful 
ground, will multiply far beyond either 
the hopes or imagination of tl^ fbwer. 

And therefore in order to promote fb 
ufeful a work, I will here take leave to 
glance a few innuendo s^ that may be c^ 
great aiEflance to thofe fublime fpirits, 
who {hall be appointed to labour in a uni- 
verfal comment upon this wonderful dif^ 
courfe. Andfirflj, I have couched a very 
profound myflery in the number of 0*s 
multiplied by feven^ and divided by nine. 
Alio, if a devout brother of the rofy crofs 
will pray fervendy for flxty three mean- 
ings, with a lively faith, and then tranf{)ofe 
certain letters and fyllables according to 

f Nothing is more frequent, | This is what the cahbaBfis 

dianforcommentators to force vnonz ihe Jtwi have done 

interpretations, which the au* widi tat bibUy and pretend to 

thor never meant. find wonderfiil myfterics by it. 

^efcx\^ 



sqS a further digression. 

prefcription in thefcoond and fifth fe&ion ; 
they \nU certainly reveal into afiill receipt 
of the opus magnum. Laftiy, whoever 
will be at the pains to cultivate the whole 
number of each letter in this trcadfe, and 
iiim up the difference exadly between the 
ieveral numbers, afGgning the true natu< 
ral cauie for every £ch difference; the 
difcoveries in the produd wiD plentiful^ 
reward his labour. But then he mufb be- 
ware o£ * Bjffbus and Sige^ and be furs 
not to forget the qualities of Acbamoibf 
a cujus lacrymis bumiBa pro£t fidfftamtiOf 
arifu hdcida, a trifiitiafoUda^ et a tmwrt 
moAi/is ; wherein f Eugemus PbUaletba 
hath committed an unpardonable miflakct 

T HB 

* I was told by an eminent enquiry, it was found thqr 
divine, whom I confultcd on were a fort of cant or 



this point, that thcfe two bar- of certain heretics^ and there* 

barous words, with that of fore Teiy properly prefixed (■ 

Ahawutht and its qualities, as foch a book as tUl cf otf 

here fet down, are quoted from author. 
Jretueus. This he diicevered f FuL Aaimai aag^ca ab> 

by fearcbing that antient writ- fcondita. 
er for another quotation of our To the abovenemiaMd 

author, which he has placed treadfe, called Antkr^J^hig 

in the title page, and refers to Thetmmgitay there b anoihrr 

the book and chapter; the annexed, called >£0jne «*ft«« 

curious were very inquifi- fl^/^if/<i,wriucnbytlicuiBW 

live, whether thole barbarous author, FaughoMf under ifaa 

Words, baJ'ymM tacabafa^ Uc. name of Eugetuus PlnUUtha% 

arcreitllyui/rM«iu,aiidupoo but in neither of thofeticalifa 

ii 
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SECT. Xi. 
A TALE OF A TUB. 

AF T £ R fb wide a compaTs as I have 
wandered, I do now gladly over- 
take, ^nd clofe in with my fubjed, and 
ihall henceforth hold on with it an even 
pace to the end of my journey, except fbme 
beautiful profped appears within fight of 
iny way; whereof though at prefent I 
have neither warning nor expedation, yet 
upon fuch an accident, come when it will, 
I fhall beg my reader's favour and com- 
pany, allowing me to condud him through 
it along with myfelf. For in writings it 
is as in travelling ; if a man is in hafte to 
be at home (which I acknowledge to be 
none of my cale, having never fo little 
bufinefs, as when I am there) if his horfi 
be tired with long riding, and ill ways, 
or be naturally a jade, I advife him clearly 

is there any mention of athd- ed from trtnausy thotl^- I 

mutbf or its qualities^ fo that know not from what pot. I 

this is nothing but amufement, believe one of the author's de* 

imd a ridicule of dark, unin- figns was to fet curious men a 

telligible writers ; only the hunting through indexes, and 

words, a cujus latrymis, (^e. enquiring for books out of the 

are, as we have faidi tranfcrib- common road. 

Vol. I. P ^» 
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to make the fbaiteil and the commoneft 
road, be it ever fo dirty : but then furely 
we mufl own fuch a man to be a fcurvy 
companion at beft ; he /patters himielf 
and his fellow-travellers at every ftep: 
all their thoughts, and wiihes, and con- 
verfation, turn intirely upon the fubjed 
of their journey's end ; and at every fplafli 
and plunge, and ftumble, they heartily 
wifh one another at the devil. 

On the other fide, when a traveller and 
his borfe are in heart and plight ^ when 
his purfe is full, and the day bef<x« him ; 
he t^es the road only where it is clean and 
convenient ; entertains his company there 
as agreeably as he can ; but, upon the 
firft occafion, carries them along widi 
him to every delightful fcene in view, whe- 
ther of art, of nature, or of both ; and if 
they chance to refule, out of (hipidiiy 
or wearineis ; let them jog on by them- 

ielves and bed n'd ; he'll overtake them 

at the next town ; at which arriving, he 
rides furioufly through ; the men, women 
and children nm out to gaze; a hundred 
* mijy curs run^<»ri/>/^ after him, of which 

* Bv there arc meant what the authgr alb, the trm tritki, 
• '03- if 
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if he honours the boldeft with a lap of 
hit whipi it is father out of /port than re-^ 
vcnge : but fhould fome fourer mongrel 
dare too near an approach, he receives a 
falute on the chaps by an accidental ftroke 
from the courier's heels^ nor is any ground 
loft by the blow, which fends him yelp- 
ing and limping home> 

I now proceed to fiim up the fingular 
adventures of my renowned Jack\ the 
ftate of whofe difpofitions and fortunes 
the careful reader does, no doubt, mod 
exa<5tiy remember, as I laft parted with 
them in theconcluilon of a former fe6Kon. 
Therefore his next care muft be from two 
of the foregoing to extrad: a fcheme of 
notions, that may beft fit his underftand- 
ing for a true relifli of what is to enfiie. 

JACK had not only calculated the firft 
revolution of his brain fo prudently, as to 
give rife to that epidemic fed of Molifisy 
but fucceeding alfo into a new and ftrange 
variety of conceptions, the fruitfulnels oH. 
his imaginaticMi led him into certain noti- 
ons, which, although in appearance very 
unaccountable, were not without their 
myfteries and their meanings, nor wanted 
P 2 iO\cp«^\'^ 
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followers to countenance and improve 
them. I fhall therefore be extremly care- 
ful and exad in recounting fuch material 
pafl^es of this nature, as I have been able 
to colled, either from undoubted tradi- 
tion, or indefatigable reading, and fhall 
defcribe them as graphically as it is pofli- 
ble, and as far as notions of that heighth 
and latitude can be brought within the 
compafs of a pen. Nor do I at all queftion 
but they will furnifli plenty of noble mat- 
ter for fuch, whofe converting imaginati- 
ons diipofe them to reduce all thin^ into 
types; who can mskzpadvwsy no thanks 
to the fun ; and then mould them into fub- 
ftances, no thanks to philofophy ; whde 
peculiar talent lies in fixing tropes and al- 
legories to the lettery and refining what is 
literal into figure and myflery. 

JACK had provided a feircopy of his 
father's w///, engroffed in form upon a 
large fkin of parchment; and refblving 
to adl the part of a mofl dutiful fbn, he 
became the fondefl creature of it ima- 
ginable. For although, as I have often told 
the reader, it confifled wholly in certain 
plain, eafy diredions about the manage- 
ment 
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ment and wearing their coats, with lega- 
cies and penalties in cafe of obedience or 
n^led ; yet he began to entertain a fancy 
that the matter was deeper and darker y 
and therefore mud needs have a great deal 
more of myftery at the bottom. Gentle- 
fneriy faid he, / intUprwe this veryjkin of 
parchment to he meaty drinky and clot hy to 
he the pWofopher s Jioney and the univerfal 
medkine. \ In confequence of which rap- 
tures, he refolved to make ufe of it in the 
moft necef&ry> as well as the moft paltry 
occafionsof life. He had a way of work- 
ing it into any fhape he pleafed ; io that it 
ferved him for a night-cap when he went 
to bed, and for an umbrella in rainy 
weather. He would lap a piece of it about 
a fore toe, or, when he had fits, bum two 
inches under his nofe; or, if any thing 
lay heavy on hisftomach, fcrapeoff, and 
fwallow as much of the powder as would 
lie on a filver penny, they were all infal- 
lible remedies. With analogy to thefe 
refinements, his common talk and conver- 

\ Tlie author here lafhes firripture phTafe op 9II occa« 
thofe pretenders to purity, who fions. 
place So much Oierit in ufing 

P 3 ^ssasaja^ 
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lation, * ran wholly in the phrafc of his 
will, and he circumfqribed the utmoft of 
his eloquence within that compals, not 
daring to let flip a fyllable without authori-« 
ty from thence. Once, at a ftran^ houie, 
he was fuddenly taken fhort upon an 
urgent jundlure, whereon it may not be 
allowed too particularly to dilate; and 
being not able to call to mind, with that 
fuddennefs the occaiion required, an au- 
thentic phrafe for demanding the way to 
the back-fide, he chofe rather, as the moll 
prudent courfe, to incur the penalty 'm 
fuch cafes ufually annexed. Neither was 
it poffible for the united rhetoric of man- 
kind to prevail with him to make himfelf 
clean again; becaufe, having confliltcd 
the will upon this emergency, he met 
with a t pdlage near the bottom (whether 

foifled 

* The prctejtant dijf§nten meaning here, which, I would 

ufe fcrifture fhrafti in their be very glad to know, becaufe 

fcrious difcourfes and compo- it fcemt to be of importance* 

Aires, more than the church- Ibid, Incurring the ptnaity 

$f-England men \ accordingly in fuch c&fes ufually tmrnxtd^ 

jack is introduced, making wants no explanation. Hi 

nil common talk and conver- uw«A/ n9t make himfelf cUan^ 

fation to run wholly in the hecaufe having cemfuited the wU 

phrafc of his WILL. IV. (/. /. the New Teftamcnt) km 

IVcttcn, mut with a f^Jfage mar tb$ 

/ 1 cannot guc(s the author's hnttm^ i. c. lo the j ith verfe 
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ibifted in by tht tranfcriber, is not known) 
which feemed to fc^-bid it. 

He made it a part of his religion never 
to lay f grace to his meat, nor could all 
the wcH-ld perfuade him, as the common 
phrafe is, to J eat his yi&M2\ilikeaChriftian. 

He bore a ftrange kind of appetite to } 
fnap^dfagony and to the livid fnufFs of si 
burning candle, which he would catch 
and fwallow with an agility wonderful to 
conceive j and by this procedure main** 
tained a perpetual flame in his belly, which 
ilTuing in a glowing fleam from both his 
eyes, aswellashisnoftrils, and his mouth 
made his head appear in a dark night like 
the (kuU of an afs, wherein a roguiiTi boy 
had conveyed a farthing candle, to theter^ 
ror of his ntajeflys liege fubjeSis. There-* 

of the laft Chapter of the Re- to exprfefs eating cleanly, and 

Telations, *< He which wfiUbf^ is meant for an invedivc ft' 

" \ex.h\m\yejikhy(kt\\" vnhich gainft that indecent manner- 

fitnfd u ferbid it. IVhtthtr among feme people in receir- 

ftijitd in by tbt tranfcriber, is ing the facrament ; (b in the 

added ; becaufe this paragraph lines before, which is to be un- 

is wanting in the Altxan- derftood of the diilenters re> 

Jrian MS. the (ddeft and moft fufing to kneel at the facra- 

authentick copy of the New ment. 
Teftament. i I cannot well find out the 

+ The flovenly way of re- author's meaning here, unlels 

ceiving the (acrament among it be the hot, untimely, blind 

the fanatics. zeal of enthuiiafts. 

1 This is a common phrafe 

P 4. Ccsw. 
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fore he ms^de ufe of no other expedient ta 
light himfelf home, but was wont to lay, 
that a wife man was his own lantern. 

He would (hut his eyes as he walked 
along the flreets, and if he happened to 
bounce his head againft apoft, or fall into 
the kennel, as he ieldom mifled eitho" to 
do one or both, he would tell the gibing 
apprentices, who looked on, that befub- 
mitted with intire refignation^ as to a trip^ 
or a bkyw of fat e^ with whom he founds by 
long experience^ hmi) vain it was either t9 
wrejlle or to cuff', and whoever durfi un- 
dertake to do either y would be fur e to come 
off with a fwinging fall, or a blwdy nofe. 
It was ordained, laid he, fomefew days 
before the creation, that my nofe and this 
very fojl Jhould have a rencounter ', and 
therefore, nature thought fit to fend us, 
both into the world in the fame age, and to 
make us country-fnen, and fellow citizens. 
Now, had my eyes been open, it is very 
likely, the bufinefs might have been a great 
dealworfe ; for haw many a confounded flip 
is dnily got by man, with all his forefight 
about him? beftdes the eyes of the under- 
flanding fee beft, when thofe of the fcnfcs 

arc 
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fire out of the way ; and therefore^ blind 
pun are obferved to tread their fieps with 
much more cautiony andconduB^ and judg- 
ment y than thofe who rely with too much 
confidence upon the virtue ofthevifualnervey 
which every little accident Jhakes out ofor^ 
der, and a dropy or a film can wholly dif- 
concert'y like a lantern among a pack of 
roaring bullies ; when theyfcour thefireets^ 
expofing its owner y and itfelfy to outward 
kicks and buffetSy which both might have 
efcapedy if the vanity of appearing would 
have fuffered them to walk in the darh But 
farther ; if we examine thecoTidyxGt of thefe 
boafied light Sy it will prove yet a great deal 
worfe than their fortune. // is truey I 
have broke my nofe again/} this pofiy becaufe 
fortune either forgot y or did not think it 
convenient to twitch me by the elbffWy and 
give me notice to avoid it. But, let not this 
encourage either the prefent age or pofierity 
to truft their nofes into the keeping of their 
eyes, which may pr<fve the fairefi way of 
lofing them for good and all. Fory Oye eyeSy 
ye blind guides ; miferable guardians are 
ye of our frail nofes 'y yey Ijayy wbofafi- 
en upon the firfi precipice in vieWy and 
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He had a tongue fo mufculous and Cuh- 
til, that he could twifl it up into his nofe, 
and deliver a ftrange kind of fpeech from 
thence. He was alfo the firft in theie 
kingdoms, who began to improve the 
Spanijh accomplifhment oibraying\ and 
having large ears, perpetually expofed 
and arre<5ted, he carried his art to fuch a 
perfedtion, that it was a point of great 
difficulty to diftinguiih, either by the 
view or the found, between the erigind 
and the copy. 

He was troubled with a diieale, reverfc 
to that called the flinging of the taran* 
tula', and would f run dog-mad at the 
noife oi mujicy efpecially 2^ pair of bag' 
pipes. But lie would cure himfelf again 
by taking two or three turns in Wefimin- 
fier-hall^ or Billingfgate, or in a boarding" 
fchooly or the Royal-exchange, or a State 
coffee-koufe. 

He was a perfon that Xfcaredno colours, 
but mortally hated all, and upon that ac- 

f Tliis is to cxpofc our innocent decmcy and oma* 

diiTeiiters averfiun againft in- ment, and defaced the ftatues 

ftrumenta! niulic in ihuichcs. and paintings on all the 

ty. lf'$ttni. chuichcs in Enilmd. 

X They quarrel at the moft 

count 
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count boreacrud averfion zffonA painters ; 
infomuch that in his paroxyfins, as he walk- 
ed the ftreets, he would have his pockets 
loaden with (lones to pelt at thej^gm. 

Having, from this manner of living 
frequent occafion to wajb himfelf, he 
would often leap over head and ears into 
water §, though it were in the midft of the 
winter^ but was always obferved to come 
out again much dirtier ^ if poilible, than 
he went in. 

He was the £rfl, that ever foimd out 
the fecret of contriving a || foporiferous me- 
dicine to be convey^ in at the ears-y it 
was a compound of fulphur^ and balm of 
Gileady with a ^\A^ pilgrim sfalve. 

He wore a large plaifter of artificial 
caufiics on his flomach, with the fervour 
of which he could let himfelf a groaningy 
like the famous board uponappUcation df 
a red-hot iron. 

X He would ftand in the turning of a 

% Bapdfin of adults by fijie, as to be well rrfrmWrf 

pluoeing. to prim's falve. 

I Fanatic preacbing, com- % lae bnatici have always 

poTed either of hell and dam- had a way of afiedifig to ma 

nation, or a fiiUbme defirrip- into periecutioii, and count 



tion of the jap tit heaven» vaft merit upon every little 
both in fiicfa a dirty, •—■ ^t—* hatdfliip they fiife. 

ftreet^ 
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(beet, and, calling to thofe who pafled 
by, would cry to one, Worthy Sir^ do mi 
the honour of a good flap in the chaps. To 
another, Honejt friend^ pray favour me 
laith a hqndfome kick on the arfe : Madam, 
fi)aUI intreat a fmall box on the ear from 
your lady fbif s fair hands f Nohle captain 
lend a reafonable thwack, for the love of 
Cod, with that cane of yours (foer thefepoor 
fboulders. And when he had, by luch 
earned folicitations, made a {hift to pro- 
cure a bailing flifficient to {well up his 
fancy and his fides, he would return home 
extremely comforted, and full of terribk 
accounts of what he had undergone for the 
public good, Obferve this flroke, (faidhe, 
(hewing his bare fhoulders) a plaguy ^dm- 
zaiy gaveit me this very fnorning at f even 
a-clocky asy with much ado, I was driving 
off the great Turk. Neighbours, mind, tSs 
broken head deferves a plaifler ; had poor 
Jack been tender of his noddle, you would 
have feen the pope, and the French king, 
long before this time of day, amongyourwivtt 
and your ware-houfes. Dear chriftians, 
the great m<^l was come as far as White- 
chapel, and you may thank thtfe poor fides^ 

thai 
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that be bath not (GodUefs us) aJready fijoal" 
kfwedup many womatiy and child* 

f It was highly worth obferving, the 
lingular efleds of that avcrfioOy or antipa- 
thy, which Jack and his brother Pettr 
ieeined, even to an afletElation, to bear 
againft each other. Peter had lately done 
fame rogueries^ that forced him to abfccmd ; 
and he feldom ventured to ftir out before 
night for fear of bayMs. Their lodgings 
were at the two moil diftant parts of the 
town from each other; and whenever 
their occaiions or humours called them 
abroad, they would make choice of the 
oddeft unlikely times, and mofl uncouth 
rounds, they could invent, that they might 
be fure to avoid one another : yet, after 
all this, it was their perpetual fortune to 
meet. The reafca of which is eafy enough 
to apprehend ; for, the phrenzy and the 
fpleoi of both having the fame foimdation, 

t The papifts and fiinatics, called, tht fututidfrn if the 

though they appear the moft dntreb *f Roose, is nidkroufljr 

airerfe againft each other, yet defcribed for feveral pages to- 

bear a near refemblancc in nther, by Jtui's likeims t» 

many thiiwt, as hath been ob- FtUr^ and their being often 

lerved by learned men. miftaken for each other, and 

Ibid. The agreeoKnt of our their fiieqwcnt aieetiags when 

^iflenters and the papifts, in they Ic^ft inteoded it. ff^- 

that which bifhop StilBn/fittt fTttmi. 

we 
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we may look upon them as two pair of 
compares, equally extended^ and the fix- 
ed root of each remaining in the fame 
center; which, though moving contrary 
ways at firfl, will be fure to encounter 
ibmewhere or other in the circumference. 
Befides, it was among die great misfor- 
tunes of yaci to bear a huge perfbnal 
refemblance with his brother Peter. Their 
humour and difpofitions were not only 
the fame, but there was a clofe analogy in 
their fhape and flze, and their mien. In- 
fbmuch, as nothing was more frequent 
than for a baylifF to feize Jack by the 
fhoulders, and cry, Mr. Peter, ^ou are 
the hings prifoner. Or, at other times, 
for one oi Peter ^ nearefl friends to accofl 
Jack with open arms, Dear Peter, / am 
glad to fee thee ; pray fend me one of your 
befi medicines for the worms. This, we may 
fuppofe, was a mortifying return of thofc 
pains and proceedings, fack had laboured 
in fb long; and finding, how diredly 
oppoflte all his endeavours had anfwered 
to the fole end and intention, which he 
had propofcd to himfclf ; how could it 
avoid having terrible cfH;^:> upon a head 

and 
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dnd beait to flirmfhed sis his? however^ 
the poor remainders of his coat bore all the 
puimhment; the orient Hih nerer entqed 
iipon his diurnal progre^ without inifling 
a piece of it. He hired a taylor to (Htch 
up the collar lb clofe, that it was ready to 
choak him, and fqueefed out his eyes at 
iuch a rate, as one could (ee nothing but 
the white. What little was left of the 
main fubftance of the coat, he rubbed 
every day for two hours againft a rOugh- 
caft wall, in order to grind away the rem- 
nants of iace and e)nbroidery ; but at the 
fame time went on with fo much violence, 
that he proceeded a heathen philofopber. 
Yet after all he could do of this kind, the 
fuccefs continued ftill to difappoint his 
expedlation. For, as it is the nature of 
rags, to bear a kind of mock refemblancc 
to finery ; there being a fort of fluttering 
appearance in both, which is not to be 
diftingui{hed at a diftance, in the dark, or 
by {hort-fighted eyes : fd, in thofe junc- 
tures, it fared with Jack and his tatters, 
that they offered to the firft \'iew a ridicu- 
lous flaunting, which, aflifting the refem- 
blancc in perfbnand air^ thwarted all his 
Vol. I. Q^ ^\«%&.% 
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projeds of reparation, and left lb near a 
lumlitude between them, as frequendy 
deceived the very difciples and foUowers 
of both. *♦♦♦♦♦♦* 

Defunt non- » « * • • « 
nulla, « « * % « « 

The old fclavoni'an proverb faid well, 
that it is with men, as with afles ; whoever 
would keep themfajl, mujl find a very good 
hold at th:ir ears. Yet I think, we may 
affirm, that it hath been verified by re- 
peated experience, that, 

Effugiet tamen hecc fceleratus vincula 
Proteus. 

It is good therefore, to read the max- 
ims of our anceftors with great allowances 
to times and pcrfons: for, if we look into 
primitive records, we (hall iind, that no 
revolutions have been fo great, or {o fre- 
quent, as thofc of human cars. In former 
days, there was a curious invention to 
catch and keep them ; which, I think, 
w c may juftly reckon among thc<»r/« per- 

dif(S : 
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Jita: and how can it be otherwife, whei^ 
in thde latter centuries the very fpecies is 
not only diminifhed to a very kmentable 
degree, but the poor remainder is alfo de- 
generated fb far, as to mock our fldlfuleft 
tenured For, if the only flitting of one 
ear in a (lag hath been found fufficient to 
prc^gate the defed through a whole 
foreft; why fhould we W(Mider at the 
greatefl confequences from fo many lop- 
pings and mutilations, to which the ears 
of our fathers, and our own, have been 
of late fb much expofed. It is true indeed 
that, while this tjland of ours was under 
the dotninion of grace^ many endeavours 
were made to improve the growth of ^^irx 
once more among us. The proportion of 
lar^nefs was not only locked upon as an 
ornament of the outward man, but as a 
type of grace in the inward, Befides, it is 
held by naturalifls, that if there be a 
protuberancy of parts, in ^^fuperior re- 
gion of the body, as in the ears and ttofey 
there mxifl be a parity alfo in the inferior: 
and therefore in that truly pious age the 
males in every aflembly, according as they 
were gifted, appeared very forward in 

0^2 ,csc^rK\s>sj^ 
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expofing their ears to view, and the re- 
^ons about them ; becaufe * Hippocrates 
tells us, that when the vein behind the ear 
happens to be cut y a man becomes an eunuch: 
and the females were nothing backwarder 
in beholding and edifying by them : where- 
of thofe who had already ufed the means , 
looked about them with great concern, 
in hopes of concaving a fuitable offspring 
by fuch a profpeft : others, who ftood 
candidates for beyievolence^ found there a 
plentiful choice, and were fure to fix upon 
fuch as difcovered the largefl earsy that 
the breed might not dwindle between 
them. LafUy, the devouter fiflers, who 
looked upon all extraordinary dilatations 
of that member, as protruflons of zeal, 
or fpiritual cxcrefcencics, were fure to 
honour every head they fat upon, as if 
they had been marks of grace ; but efpecial- 
ly, that of the preacher, whofe ears were 
ufually of the prime magnitude ; which, 
upon that account, he was very frequent 
and cxad in expofing with all advantages 
to the people; in his i\i^Xox\cs\ paroxyfnts 
turning fbmctimcs to hold forth the one, 

* Lib. de aiirc, locis & aquis. 

and 
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and fbmetimes tx> bold forth the odier : 
£x>m which cuilom, the whole operatioii 
of preaching is to this veiy day, among 
thor profeflbrs, itiled by the phrafe of 
holding forth. 

Such was the progreis of the &ints for 
advancing the fize of that member ; and 
it is thought, the fucce(s would have been 
every way anfwerable, if, in proce^ of 
time, a + cruel king had not arofe, who 
raifed a bloody perfecution againft all eart 
above a certain ftandard: upon which, 
ibme were glad to hide their flourifhing 
{prouts in a black border, others crept 
wholly under a periwig ; fome were flit, 
others cropped, and a great number fliced 
off to the flumps. But of this mc^e 
hereafter in my general hiflory of ears \ 
which I defign very IpeedUy to beflow 
upon the public. 

From this brief furvey c^ the filing 
flate qH ears in the laft age, and thefmaU 
care had to advance their antient growth 
in the prefent, it is manifeft, how little 
reafbn we can have to rely upon a hold io 

f This was king Charlts diflcnting teachen that wouljl 
the Second, who, at his re- not conform, 
fiaurationa turned out all the 
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{faort, fo weak, and lb (lippery ; and that 
whoever defires to catch mankind faft, 
xnuft have recourle to fome other methods. 
Now, he that will examine human natuic 
with circum{pe£lion enough, may diT* 
cover feveral bandUsy wherecrf" the J fig 
lenies ailbrd one apiece, bedde a great 
number that are fcrewed to the paflions, 
and fbme few riveted to the inteUed^ 
Among theie laft curwfity is (Mie, and, c^ 
all others, affords the firmeft grafp : curiofh' 
ty^ that ^ur in the fide, that tvidle in the 
mouth, diat ring in the no(e, of a lazy 
and impatient, and a grunting reader. ^ 
this handle it is, that an author fhould 
feize upon his readers ; which as fbon as 
he hath once compafieil, all refinance and 
^^gg^iiig *re in vain ; and they become 
his prifoners as clofe as he pleales, till 
wearinefs or dulnefs force him to let go 
his gripe. 

And therefore, I, the author of tliis 
miraculous treatife, having hitherto be- 
yond cxpedlation maintained by the afbre- 
faid handle a firm hold upon my gende 
readers; it is with great rcluftancc, that 

I am 
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I am at length compelled to remit my 
grafp; leaving them in the perula] of what 
remains to that natural ofcitancy inherent 
in the tribe. I can only afTure thee, cour- 
teous reader, for both our comforts, that 
my concern is altogether equal to thine, 
for my unhappinefs in lofing, or millay» 
ing among my papers the remaining part 
of thefe memoirs ; which confifted of ac- 
cidents, turns, and adventures, both new, 
agreeable, and furprifing ; and therefore 
calculated, in all due points, to the deli- 
cate tafte of this our noble age. But, alas I 
widi my utmoft endeavours, I have been 
able only to retain a few of the heads. 
Under which, there was a full account, 
how /*^/^ got zproteSion out of the Kings- 
bench ; and of a || reconcilement between 
yack and him, upon a defign they had 
in a certain rainy night to trepan brother 

I In the reign of king but, upon the revolution, the 

yames the Second, the prefby- papi(k being down of couric, 

terians by the king's inviu* the prefbyterians freely conti ■ 

don joined with the papifts, nued their aflemblies, by vir- 

againft the church of £fff/<MJ, tue of king Janut's indul- 

and addrefied him for repeal gence, befure they had a tolc-i 

of the penal laws and teft. ration by law. I'his I believe 

The king, by his difpenfing the author means by Jack'n 

power, gave liberty of con- ftcalingP^A-'s protection, and 

icience, which both papifts making ufe of it himfelf. 
and prdby terians made ufe of; 
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Martin into a fpunging-houfcj and there 
ftriphimto the{kin. How Mart in y with 
much ado, {hewed them both a fair pair 
of heels. How a wic ijcarrant came out 
againft P-eter ; upon wliich, how yack 
left him in the lurch, Jiok his prote&ion^ 
and made ufe of it himfelf. How JacK\ 
tatters came into fafhion in court and city ; 
how he f got upon a great horfe, and eat 
X cujlard. But tlie particulars of all thefe 
with feveral others, which have now did 
out of my memory, arc loft beyond all 
hopes of recovery. For which misfortune, 
leaving my readers to condole with cadi 
other, as far as tlicy fhall find it to agree 
with their fcvcral conftitutions ; but con- 
juring them by all the friendftiip that hath 
parted bctv.ccn us, from the title-page to 
tills, net to proceed lb far as to injure their 
I'j.Jlhs for an accident paft remedy; I 
1. -w {^o on to the ceremonial part of an 
i-ceonipliflied wriier, and therefore, by a 
(V'urtly imdcrn^ Icart of all others to bc 
oniitred. 

t .' r If;- y -f; l:.r.r,i;, a f'..rnialilic> to a lonvc::!..!*, 

; ■ ■' '-"■, '■'■ •• »• 'III- ■.:.'> v.tIi I'lf cnl:.':-. . 1 1 hi i tF-c. 

.••'•■•. i::,;-.; . t /.•■,...■ .! ; f i!l]..:.l"..w J'-m>iii c.th 

' '■'■• :■>■..:■. : I ri ; ■, : i I tv' ni.iAoi's 'i.iiK 

Tiir. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 

GOING too long is a caufe of abortion 
as eiFedual, though not fo frequent, 
as going too Jhort ; and holds true efpecial- 
\y in me labours of the brain. Well fare 
the heart of that noble * jefuity who firft 
adventured to confefs in print, that books 
muft \^ fuited to their feveralfeafbns, like 
drefs) and diet, and diverfrons : and bet- 
ter fare our noble nation, for refining 
uppn this among other frencb modes. I 
am living faft to fee the tim^, when a book 
that mifles its tide, fl^all be neglededy 
as the moon by day, :r like tmickarel a 
week after the feafon. No man hath more 
nicely obferved our climate, than the 
bookfeller who bought the ^opy pf thi^ 
work J he knows to a tittle, whatfubjeds 
will beft go off in a dry y ear ^^ and which 
it is proper to expofe foremoft, when the 
weather-glafs is fdlen to much rain. When 
he had feen this treatife, and conlulted 
his almanac upon it, he gave me to under- 
ftand, that he had manifeftly confldered 

♦ Pere d'Orlcans. 

the 
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the two principal things, which were the 
bulky and ihcfuhjeQ^ and found, it would 
neves fai£, but after a l(xig vacation, and 
then only, in cafe it (hould happen to be 
a hard year for turnips. Upon which I de- 
fired to know, coftfiderifigmy urgent necef" 
ftiesy what he thought might be accepta* 
ble this mondi. He looked wefiwardy and 
laid, Idoubtwejballba^a fit of had wea- 
ther ; however y if you could prepare Jome 
pretty little banter (but not in verfe) or a 
finall treatife upon the it would run 

Uh wild-fire, Buty if it hold up, I have 
already hired an author to write fomething 
againfi Dr. Bentley, which lamfurey will 
turn to account. % 

At length we agreed upon this expedient ; 
that, when a cuftomcr comes for one of 
thefe, and defires in confidence to know 
the author; he will tell him very privately, 
as a friend, naming which ever of the wits 
(hall happen to be that week in vogue; 
and if Durfey\ laft play (hould be in couric 

t When Dr. Triitau* jt£i^ and the printing could 

kroi^^ht the copy of his con- not fafely be vcuturcJ unlcfi 

ncxion of the Old and New he could eftlivtn it with a 

T'cflamcnt to the bookfcller, littU iumanr. 
he told him» it was a Jn fui- 

I had 
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I had as lieve, he may be the perfcKi as 
Cot^eve. This I mention, becaufe I am 
wonderiully wdi acquainted with thepie- 
knl rdifh of courteous readers ; and have 
often obiorced with fingular pleaflire, that 
2iflyy driven fiom a boti^-pot, will im- 
mediateiy with very good appetite aiight| 
and finiih his meal on an excrement. 

I have one word to (ay upon the iubjed 
€i profound 'writerSy who are grown very 
numerous of late ; and, I know very wdl, 
the judicious world is lefblved to hft me 
in that number. I conceive therefbce, as 
to the bufineis of being /^(0^)Km^ that it 
is with writer Sj as with wells 'y a perfbn 
with good eyes may fee to the bottom of 
the deepeft, provided any water be thoe; 
and often, when there is nothing in the 
world at the bottom, befides drynefs and 
dirty though it be but a yard and half un- 
der ground, it fhall pa(s however for 
wondrous deep, upon no wifer a reafbn 
than becaufe it is wondrous dark. 

I am now tr^'ing an experiment very 
frequent among modem authors ; whidi 
is, to ivrite upon nothing: when the (iib- 
jcdi is utterly exhaufled to let the pen ftill 
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move on ; by fome called, the ghoft of 
wit, delighting to walk after the death of 
its body. And to fay the truth, there 
feems to be no part of knowledge in fewer 
hands, than that of diiceming when ta 
bav£ done. By the time that an author 
hath written out a book, he and his readers 
are become old acquaintants, and grow 
very loth to part ; fb that I have ibmetimes 
known it to be in writing, as in vifiting, 
where the ceremony of taking leave has 
employed more time than the whole con- 
ycrktion before. The conclufion of a trea- 
tiie refembles the conclufion of human life, 
which hath fbmetimes been compared to 
the end of a feaft ; where few are fatisfied to 
depart, ut plenus vita corwfva : for men will 
fit down after the fulleft meal, though it 
be only to ciozey or Xojleep out the reft of 
the day. But, in this latter, I differ ex- 
tremely from other writers ; and fhall be 
too proud, if, by all my labours, I can 
have any ways contributed to the repofi of 
mankind in f times (o turbulent and un- 
quiet as tlicfc. Neither do I think fuch an 
employment fo very alien from the office 

t This was written before was figned in S>ft. 1697. 
the peace of Ryjvaliky which qC 
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of a wity as fomc would fuppofe. For 
among a very polite nation in J Greece^ 
there were ^Qfame temples built and con- 
fecrated to Jleep and the mufes, between 
which two deities they believed the ftrid- 
cft friendfhip was eftablifhed. 

I have one concluding favour to requeft 
of my reader; that he will not exped to 
be equally diverted and informed by every 
line, or every page of this difcourfe ; but 
give fome allowance to the author's fpleen, 
and fhort fits or intervals of dulnefs, as 
well as his own; and lay it ferioufly to 
his confcience, whether, if he were walk- 
ing the ftreets in dirty weather, or a rainy 
day, he would allow it fair dealing in 
folks at their eafe from a window to cri- 
ticile his gait, and ridicule his drefs at fuch 
ajundure. 

In my di(po{ureof employments of the 
brain, I have thought fit to make inven- 
tion the mafieTy and to give method^ and ' 
reafony the ofiice of its lacqueys. The 
caufe of this diftribution was, fi-om ob- 
fcrving it my peculiar cafe to be often 
under a temptation of being witty upon 

X Trezenii, PauTan. 1. 2. 
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occafions, where I could be neither wifi 
TiOT founds nor any thing to the matter in 
hand. And, I am too much a iervant of 
the modern way to negled any flich op- 
portunities, whatever pains or improprie- 
ties I may be at to introduce them. For 
I have obferved, that from a laborious 
collection of feven hundred thirty eight 
JhwerSy 2cnA.Jhining bints of the bell mih- 
dem authors, digefted with great read- 
ing into my book of common-places \ I 
have not been able after five years to 
draw, hook, or force into common con- 
verfation any more than a dozen. Of 
which dozen, the one moiety ^ed of 
fuccefs, by being dropped among uniliit- 
able company \ and die other cod me fi> 
many flrains, and traps, and ambages to 
introduce, that I at length refolved to give 
it over. Now, this difappointment (to 
difcover a fecret) I muft own, gave me 
the firft hint of fetting up for an author ; 
and I have fince found among fome par- 
ticular friends, that it is become a very 
general complaint, and has produced the 
fame cffeds upon many others. For, 1 
have remarked many a towardly ivord to 

be 
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be wholly negledcd orde(pifed mdifcourfe^ 
which hath pailbd very imoothly, with 
£>me confideration and efteem, after its 
preferment and fandion in print. But 
now, fince by the liberty and encourage- 
ment of the pre&, I am grown abfolute 
mafter of the occaiicns and opportunities, 
to expofe the talents I have acquired ; I 
already difcover, that the ijfues of my ob^ 
feroanda begin to grow too large for the 
receipts. Therefore, I (hall here paufe a 
whil^ till I find, by feeling the world's 
pulfe, and my own, that it will be of ab- 
solute neceffity for us both, to reiume 
my pen. 
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TH E following difcourfe, as it is un- 
qiieftionably of the fame author, fo 
it feems to have been written about the 
fame time with the former ; I mean, the 
year 1697, when the £mious dilpute was 
on foot about antient and modern learning. 
The controverfy took its rife from an eflay 
of Sir William Temples upon that lubjedt; 
which was anlwered by W. Wotton^ B. D. 
with an appendix by Dr. Bentley^ endea- 
vouring to deftroy the credit of ^fop and 
Phalaris for authors, whom Sir William 
Temple had in the eflay before-mentioned 
highly commended. In that appendix 
the dodor falls hard upon a new edition 
of Phalaris^ put out by the honourable 
Charles Boyle (now Earl of Orrery) to 
which Mr. Boyle replied at large with 
great learniag and wit ; and the dodor 

R 2 NoVass^- 
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voluminoufly rejoined. In this dUpute, 
the town highly reiented to fee a perfbn 
of Sir William Temples charader and 
merits roughly ufed by the two reverend 
gentlemen aiorefaid, and without any 
manner of provocation. At length, there 
appearing no end of the quarrel, our 
author tells us, that the BOOKS in St 
*James\ library, looking upon themfelves 
as parties principally concerned, took up 
the controverfy, and came to a decifivc 
battle ; but the manufcript by the injury 
of fortune or weather being in feveral pjaces 
imperfed, we cannot leam to which fide 
the vidlory fell. 

I muft warn the reader to beware of 
applying to perfons, what is here meant 
only of books in the moft literal fenfe. 
So, when Virgil is mentioned, we are not 
to undcrftand the pcrfon of a famous poet 
called by that name; but only certain 
Ihccts of paper, bound up in leather, 
containing in print tlie works of the laid 
poet : and fo of the reft. 



THE 




PREFACE 

O F t HE 

AUTHOR. 

SAT YR is a fort o(gla/s, wherein be- 
holders do generally dilcover every 
body's face but their own ; which is the 
chieT realbn for that kind reception it 
meets with in the world, and that fo very 
few are offended with it. But if it fliould 
happen otherwife, the danger is not great; 
and I have learned from long experience 
never to apprehend mifchief from thofe 
underflandings, I have been able to pro- 
voke : for, anger and fury, though they 
add ftrength to the Jinewi of the body^ yet 
are found to relax thofe of the ynindy and 
to render all its efforts feeble and impo- 
tent. 

There is a brain^ that will endure but 
one fcumming : let the owner gather it 
with difcretion, and manage his little flock 
with hufbandry j but of all things let him 
beware of bringing it under the lafi of Iiis 
R 2 betttrsr 
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betters ; becaule, that will make it all bub- 
ble up into impertinence, and he will find 
no new fiipply. Wit without knowledge 
being a fort of creamy which gathers in a 
night to the top, and by a ildlful hand 
may be foon 'whipped into froth ; but 
once fcummed away, what appears under- 
neath, will be fit for notliing, but to be 
thrown to the hogs. 



A Full 




A Full and True 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

BATTLE 

Fought last Friday, ^r« 

WHOEVER examines with due 
circumfpeftion into the + annual 
records oftimcy will find it remarked, that 
war is the child of pride, and pride the 
daughter of riches: the former of which 
ailertions may be foon granted; but one 
cannot (o eanly fubfcribe to die latter: 
for pride is nearly related to beggary and 
want either by father or modier, and 
fbmetimesbyboth; and, to fpeak natural- 
ly, it very feldom happens among men to 
fall out, when all have enough ; invafions 
ufually travelling from north tofoutb, that 
is to fay, from poverty to plenty. The 

t Riches produceth pride ; fhcet almanack, and printed 

pride is war's ground, &c. by J. Roberts for the com- 

yid. Epheni. de Mary Clarke ; pany of Slaiifitn. 
cpt, edit. — now called fFinfs 

R 4 ^ssssii?. 
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moft antient and natural grounds of quar- 
rels are lufi and avarice ; which, though 
we may dUow to be brethren or collateral 
branches of ^rft/i?, are certainly the iflues 
of want. For, to fpeak in the phrafe of 
writers upon politics, we may obferve in 
the republic oi dogs, which in its ori^nal 
feems to be an inflitution of the manyy that 
the whole ftate is ever in the profoundeft 
peace after a full meal ; and, that civil 
broils arife among them, when it happens 
for one great bone to be feized on by ifome 
leading dog, who either divides it among 
ihcfeWy and then it falls to an oligarchy^ 
or keeps it to himfelf, and then it runs up 
to a tyranny. The lame reafoning alio 
holds place among them in thofe diflenfi- 
ons, we behold upon a turgefcency in any 
of their females. For, the right of poflcf- 
iion lying in common (it being impoilible 
to eftablifh a property in fo delicate a cafe) 
jealoufies and fufpicions do fo abound, 
that the whole common-wealth of that 
flrcct is reduced to a manifeft^^/^ ofwar^ 
of every citizcfi againfl every citizen ; till 
fbme one of more courage, condud, or 
fortune than die reft, feizcs and enjoys the 

prize: 
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prize : upon which naturally arifes plenty 
of heart-burning, and envy, and fnarling 
againft the happy dog. Again, if we look 
upon any of thefe republics engaged in a 
foreign war cither of invafion or defence, 
we (hall find, the fame reafbning will 
(erve, as to the grounds and occaiions of 
each; 3nd that poverfy, or want y infome 
degree or other, (whedier real, or in opini- 
on, which makes no alteration in the cafe) 
has a great fhare, as well as pride, on 
the part of the a^eflbr. 

Now, whoever will pleafe to take this 
fcheme, and either reduce or adapt it to 
an intelle6hial flate, or common-wealth 
of learning, will foon difcover the firfl 
ground of difagreement between the two 
great parties at this time in arms ; and 
may form jufl conclufions upon the merits 
of either caufe. But the ifllie or events 
of this war are not fb eafy to conje<^ure at : 
for, the prefent quarrel is fo inflamed by 
the warm heads of either faction, and the 
pretenfions fomewhere or other fo exorbi- 
tant, as not to admit the leaft overtures of 
accommodation. This quarrel firfl began, 
as I have heard it afHrmed by an old d wel- 
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ler in the neighbourhood, about a fmall 
ff)ot of ground, lying and being upon one 
of the two tops of the hill Parnajus ; the 
highefl and largefl of which had, it feems, 
been time out of mind in quiet poflefllon 
of certain tenants called the antients ; and 
the other was held by the moderns. But 
the(e, difliking their prefent ftation, fent 
certain ambailadors to the antients ^ com- 
plaining of a great nuifance; how the 
height of that part of Parnajfus quite 
Ipoiled the profpeft of theirs, eipeoalJy 
towards the eaft'y and therefore, to avoid 
a war, offered them the choice of this 
alternative ; either that the antients would 
pleafe to remove themfelves and their 
effefts down to the lower fummity, which 
the moderns would gracioufly furrender to 
them, and advance in their place ; or clfe, 
that the faid ayitients will give leave to 
the moderns to come with fhovels and 
mattocks, and level the faid hill, as low 
as they fliall think it convenient. To which 
the anlicTits niadeanfwer ; how little the)' 
exp)c6lcd fiich a mefliige as this from a 
colony, whom they had admitted out of 
their own free grace to fo near a nciglibour- 

hood. 
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hood. That, as co their own feat, they 
were aborigines of it, and therefOTetotalk 
with them of a removal or furrender was 
alanguagetheydidnotunderftand. That, 
if the height of thehill on their fide fhorten- 
ed the profpeft of the moderns^ it was a 
difadvantage they could not help, but de- 
fired them to confider, whether that in- 
jury (if it be any) were not largely recom- 
penfed by the fl^ade and pelter it afforded 
them. That, as to the leveUing or dig- 
ging down, it was either folly or igno- 
rance to propofe it, if they did, or did not 
know, how that fide of the hill was an 
intire rock, which would break their tools 
and hearts without any damage to itfelf. 
That, they would therefore advife the 
moderns rather to raife their owti fide of 
the hill, than dream of pulling down that 
of the antients\ to the former of which 
they would not only give licence, but alfo 
largely contribute. All this was rejected 
by the moderns with much indignation, 
who ftill infilled upon one of the two ex- 
pedients ; and fb this difference broke out 
into a long and obftinate war, maintained 
on the one part by refolution, and by the 
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courage of certain leaders and allies ; but 
on the other by the greatnefs of their num* 
ber, upon all defeats affording continual 
recruits. In this quarrel whole rivulets of 
iftkhaye been exhaufted, and the virulence 
of both parties enormoufly augmented. 
Now, it muft here be underftood, that 
ink is the great miflive weapon in all bat- 
tles of the learned, which conveyed through 
a fort of en^e, called a ^uil/, infinite 
numbers of thefe are darted at the enemy 
by the valiant on each fide, with equal 
ikill and violence, as if it were an engage- 
ment of porcupines. This malignant li- 
quor was compounded by the engineer, 
who invented it, of two ingredients, which 
are ga/i and coperas, by its bittemefs and 
venom to fuit in fome degree, as well as 
to foment, the genius of the combatants. 
And as the Greecians after an engagment, 
when they could not agree about the vic- 
tory, were wont to fct up trophies on both 
fides, the beaten party being content to 
be at the fame ex|x:nce to keep itfelf in 
countenance (a laudable and antient cuf- 
tom, happily revised of late, in the art of 
war) fo the learned, after a fharp and 

bloody 
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bloody difpute, do on both fides hang out 
their trophies too, which ever comes by 
the worft. Thefe throphies have largely 
infcribed on them the merits of the caufe; 
a full impartial account of fiich a battle^ 
and how the vidory fell clearly to the par- 
ty, that fet them up. They are known 
to the world under feveral names; as^ dif' 
putes, arguments, rejoinders, brief- confi-' 
derations, anfwers, replies, remarks, re- 
Jie&ions, objeSfions, confutations. For a 
very few days they are fixed up in all 
public places, either by themfelves or their 
* reprefentati ves, for pailengers to gaze at ; 
from whence the chiefeft and largeft are 
removed to certain magazines, they call 
libraries, there to remain in a quarter 
purpofely aflignedthem, and from thence- 
forth begin to be called books of controverjy. 
In thefe books is wonderfully inftilled 
and preferved the fpirit of each warrior, 
while he is alive ; and after his death, his 
foul tranfmigrates there to inform them. 
This atleaft is the more common opinion ; 
but I believe, it is with libraries, as with 
other coemeteries; where fome philofo-t 

• Their title-pg^. 
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phers affirm, that a. certain fpirit, which 
they call brutum hominis, hovers over the 
monument, till the body is corrupted, 
and turns to duft^^ or to worms^ but then 
vaniflies or diffolves; fo, we may fey, a 
reftlefs fpirit haunts over every hooky till 
duji or worms have feized upon it; which 
to fome may happen in a few days, but to 
others later : and therefore books of con- 
trcmerfy, being of all others haunted by 
the moft diforderly fpirits, have always 
been confined in a feparate lodge from 
the reft ; and for fear of mutual violence 
againft each other, it was thought prudent 
by our anceftors to bind them to the 
peace with ftrong iron chains. Of which 
invention the original occafion was this : 
when the works of Scoius firft came out, 
they were carried to a certain great library 
and had lodgings appointed them; but 
this author was no fooner fettled, than he 
went to vifit his maftcr j^rijioile ; and 
there both concerted together to feize 
Plato by main force, and turn him out 
from his antient ftation among the divines^ 
where he had peaceably dwelt near eight 
hundred years. The attempt fucceeded, 

and 
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and the two ufurpers have reigned ever 
fince in his (lead : but to maintain quiet 
for the future it was decreed, that all pole- 
mics of the larger fize jQiould be held fail 
with a chain. 

By this expedient the public peace of 
libraries might certainly have been prc- 
ferved, if a new fpecies of controverfial 
books had not arofe of late years, inflind 
with a moft malignant fpirit from the war 
above-mentioned between the learned a- 
bout the higher fummity of Parnajfus. 

When thefe books were firft admitted 
into the public libraries, I remember, to 
have laid upon occafion to feveral perfons 
concerned, how I was lure, they would 
create broils where-ever they came, un- 
lefs a world of care were taken; and 
therefore I advifcd, that the champions 
of each Ude Ihould be coupled together, 
or otherwife mixed, that, like the blend- 
ing of contrary poifons, their malignity 
might be employed among themlelves. 
And it fcems, I was neither an ill pro- 
phet, nor an ill counfellor ; for it was no- 
thing elfe but the negledt of this caution, 
which gave occafion to the terrible fight, 

that 
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that happened on Friday laft between the 
dntient znA modern books in the Idngi libra- 
ry » Now, becaufe the talk of this battle 
is fo frefh in every body's mouth, and the 
expedation of the town fb great to be in- 
formed in the particulars ; I, being pof- 
iefled of all qualifications requifite in 
2Sihiftonany and retained by neither party, 
have refblved to comply with the urgent 
importunity of my friends^ by writing 
down a full impartial account diereof. 

The guardian of the regal library^ a 
peribn of great valour, but chiefly re- 
nowned for his * humanity^ had been a 
fierce champion for the moderns ; and in 
an engagement upon Parnajfus had vowed, 
with his own hands, to knock down two 
of the antic?it chiefs, who guarded a (hiall 
pafs on the fupcrior rockj but, endea- 
vouring to climb up, was cruelly obihnA- 
cd by his own unhappy weight, and ten- 
dency tov\'ards his center j a quahty, to 
wliich thofc of the modern party are e.\- 

• T!x \\: uiimvJjW Mr. bumanitett fuil. 

B'.Y.'i, in ()'x pictacc to hii Jbiti. Doctor BentUy was 

cJition (<r flalarif, LySj he then library keeper : the two 

was rcfiilld ;: Rianufcripc by antients were Pkularis and 
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treme llihjed; for, being light-'head^, 
they have, in fpeculationj. a wonderful 
agility, ^nd conceive hodiing too high 
for tnem to mount > but, in reducing to 
practice, difcover a mighty preffure about 
their pofleriors and their heels. Having 
thus failed in hisdefign^ the difappointed 
champion bore a cruel rancour to the aH" 
fientSf which he refol ved to Ratify by {hew- 
ing all marks of his favour to the ^ks of 
their adverfaries, and lodging them in the 
faireft apartments ; when at the Ikme time 
whatever ^O0;( had the boldnefs to own it- 
felf for art advocate of the antients^ was 
buried alive in fome obfcure comer, and 
threatened upon the leafl difplealure to be 
turned out of doors; Befides^ it fb hap* 
pened, that about this titne, there was a 
ftrange coiifblion of place among all the 
books in the Hbraty ; for which feveral rea- 
fons Were afllgn^. Some imputed it tp a 
great heap of learned dufi^ which a per- 
Verfewind blew off from a {h^^^ol moderns 
into the keeper s ^es. Others affirmed, 
he had a humour to pick the worms out 
d[ the fchooimen, and fwallow them frefli 
and falling ; whereof fome fell upon his 
Vol. L S J^Uen, 
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fpken^ and ibme climbed up into his head, 
to the great perturbation of both. And 
laftty, others maintained, that by walk- 
uig much in the dark about the library 
he had quite loft the fituation of it out of 
his head ; and therefore in replacing his 
hooks he was apt to miftake, and clap Des 
Cartes next to j4nftotU ; poor Plato had 
got between Hobbes and the Seven wife 
maftersy and Firgil was hemmed in wkh 
Dry den on one ude, and Withers on the 
other. 

Mean while thofe books^ that were ad> 
irocates for the moderns^ chofe out one 
from among them to make a fHX>gre& 
through the whole Ubrary, examine the 
number and ftrength of dieir party, and 
concert their aHairs. This meflen^ per- 
formed all things very induftrioufly, and 
brought back with him a lift of their forces 
in all fifty thoufand, conftfting chiefly of 
light horfey heavy armed footy and mer- 
cenaries : whereof the foot were in general 
but fbrrily armed, and w^fe dad : didr 
ior/eslar^y but extremely out of cafe and 
heart ; however ibme few,, by trading a- 

moi^ 
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mdUg die afifUftiti had fbmifhed them* 
ielves tolerably enough* 

While things were in thii ferment, ^jA 
fWgreiv extremely high, hot words padfT* 
led on both fides^ and 111 blood vfai plenf* 
tifully bred. Here a (bUtary antUm, (qtiee& 
ed up among a whole melf of tntidimt^ 
of&red fairly to diipute the cafe, and to 
prove by manifeft reaibn, that the priority 
was due to them from long pofleflion, and 
in regard of their prudence, antiquity j and 
above all their great merits toward the 
tmderns* But thele denied the premiiles, 
and (eemed very much to wonder, how 
the antimts could pretend to infif): upon 
their antiquity, when it was fo plain (if 
they went to that] that the moderns were 
much the more f antient of the two. As 
for any obligations they owed to the an^ 
tientSy they renounced them all. // is 
truif laid they, we are informedjfome few 
pf our party have been fo tnean to borrow 
their fubfijience fromyou \ but the reft y in^ 
finitely the greater number {and efpeeially 
we French a?td Englifh) tmre fo far from 
ftooping tofo bafean example, that there ne'" 

f A^(^og to.^e modern pando^' 

S 2 *oeT 
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verpajfedy till this very hour, foe words be- 
tween us. FoTf our horfes toere of our enm 
breedings our 2rai% of our atsm forging^ and 
our cloaths of our won cutting out and few-' 
ing. Plato was by chance upon the next 
iKelf, and obferving thofe that fpoke to be 
in the n^ged plight mentioned a whik^o ; 
i^<6s jades lean and foundered, their wea- 
pons of rotten wood, their armour ruftyi 
and nothing but rags underneath; he 
laughed loud, and in his pleaiant way 

i^ore, iy ^ he believed them. 

Now, the moderns had not proceeded 
in their late negotiation with iecrecy » 
nough to eicape the notice of theenemj! 
For thofe advocates, who had begun the 
quarrel by fetting firll on foot the difpute 
of precedency, talked fo loud of comii^ 
to a battle, that Temple happened to over- 
hear them, and gave immediate intelli- 
gence to the antients\ who thereupon 
drew up their fcattered troops together, 
refblving to ad upon the defenflve : upon 
which feveral of the modems fled over to 
their party, and among the reft. Temple 
himfelf. This Trn^i^ having been educated 
and long converfed among the antients^ 

was 
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wa$ of dl the modems thdr greateft farou- 
rite, and became thdr greateft champion. 
Things were at this criiis, when a ma- 
terial accident fell out For, upcMi the 
higheft comer of a large window there 
dwelt a certain ^wfer, Iwollen up to the 
firft magnitude by the definition of m- 
finite number of ftUsj whole fpoils lay 
Ottered before the gates of his palac^ 
like human bones before the cave of (bme 
giant. The avenues to his caille were 
guarded with turn-pikes, and palifadoes, 
all after the modem way of fortificaticm. 
After you had palled feveral courts, you 
came to the center, wherein you might 
behold, the conftable himfelf in his own 
lodgings, which had windows fronting to 
each avenue, and ports to fally out upon 
all occaflons of prey or defence. In this 
manfion he had ifx fbme time dwelt in 
peace and plenty, without danger to his 
ferfon by /wallows from above, or to his 
falace by brooms from below : when it was 
the pleaJure of fortune to condud thither 
a wandering bee, to whole curioflty a brok- 
en pane in the glafs had dilcovered itfelf ; 
and in he went j where expatiating a whiles 

S3 W 
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he at iaft happened to alight upon one of 
^e outward walls q£ fitie/pider s citadel ; 
which yielding to the unequal wdght, 
funk down to the very foundation. Thrice 
he endeavoured to nirce his paf&ge, and 
thrice the center (hook. The^^w^ within 
feeling the terrible convulfion, fuppoied 
^t iirft, that nature was approaching to 
her final diflblution; orelfe, that Bm&t^- 
hub with all his legions was come to re-- 
venge the death of many thoufands of his 
fubjeds, whom his enemy had flain and 
devoured. However, he at length Tali- 
antly refolved to ifliie forth and meet hia 
fate. Mean while the bee had acquitted 
himfelf of his toils, and pofled fecurelv at 
ibme diftance was employed in deanung 
his wings, and disengaging them from the 
ra^ed remnants oi the cdbweb. By this 
time ^<zfpider was adventured out, when 
beholding the chafms, the ruins, anddihu 
pidations of his fortrcfs, he was very near 
at his wit's end j he ftormed and fwore 
like a mad-man, and fwelled till he was 
ready to burft. At length, cafting his 
eye upon the hee^ and wifely gathering 
Caufes from events (for they knew each 

other 




OF THE BOORS. «6j 

odier by fig^t) a plague fpUt you^ iaidhcj 
for a giddy fan of a whon ; is ^you^ w*b a 
vengeance^ that have made this litter here f 
cotddrmyoutookheforeyou^ andbed—^ndf 
doyou think J have mtbingelfe to do (m the 
devil's ftoff^ hut to mend and repair aftef 
your arfef Good words , friend ^ fakt iht 
' bee, (having now pruned hiinie^, and be> 
log difpofed to drc41) FU give you tny band 
and word to come near your kerniel no more ; 
/ was never in fucb a confounded picUe^ 
fince I was born. Sirrah^ replied the fyh- 
der, if it were not for breaking an ^cujlom 
in our famifyy never tojlir abroad againji 
an enemy y I jbotdd come and teacbyou better 
manners. I prajf have patience,isad the bcCf 
or you mil Jpend your Jubflance, and for 
aught I fecyyou mayfland in need of it ail 
towards the repair of your boufe. Rogue^ 
regue, replied the (pider, yet, methinks 
you Jbould have more refpeEl to aperfon^ 
whom all the world allows to be fo much your 
betters. By my trotb^ iaid the bee, tl^ 
amtparifon will amount to a very good jejl '^ 
and you mil do me a favour to let me know 
the reafonsy that all the world is pleafed to 
ufe info hopeful a difpute» At this ^fpi- 
S 4 dxx.^ 
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€(^y having fwell^d himfelf into the On 
and pofture of g diiputant, b^an hii 
argument ia the true {pint of controveriy, 
withreiblution to be h^utily Icuirilous and 
gngry, to nrg^ on his own reaibns with-* 
put the lpa(l regard to the aniwer; or ob-* 
jedion^of his oppofite; and fiillyprede-> 
termined in his mindagainfl all convidion, 

^oi to difparage tnyfelf^ laid he, by the 
cofuparifon mthjucb a rafcal\ %^ or A 
thou but a vagabond without houfe or home^ 
without Jiock or inheritance? bom to «? 
fojfeffion of your own^ but a pair of wings 
and a dron^-pipe. Tour livelihood is an um- 
verfal plunder upon nature \ a freebooter 
qverfelds and gardens ; and^ for the fake 
offlealingy will rob a nettle as readily as a 
violet. Whereas I am a domeflic animal 
furnijhed with a tiative flock within tnyfelf. 
This large caflle {to Jhew my improvements 
in the tnathematics) is all built with my awn 
hands y atid the materials extraSled altoge- 
ther out of my own perfon. 

I ajn gjady anfwered the bee, to hear 

you grant at leaf, that I am come honeftly 

by my wings and my voice \ for then^ it 

feemsy I am obliged to heaven alone for my 

flights 
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JUgbts arid my fnufr:\ and providence 
would never have befttrwedon me two fucb 
gifts without dejigmng them for the mblefl 
ends, J vijit indeed aU the fiiwers and blip- 
foms of the field and garden 'y but whatever 
I C0IU8I fromthence^ enriches myfelf with- 
out the leafi injury to their beauty, their 
ftnelly or their tafte. Now, for you and 
your fkill in arcbiteSlure and other mathe- 
matics I have little to fay: in that building 
of yours there might, for aught I knowy 
have been labour and method enough ; but 
by woful experience for us both it is plain, 
the materuds are naught; and I ho^, you 
will henceforth take warning, and conjider 
duration and matter as well as method 
and art, Tou boafi indeed of being obliged 
to no other creature, but of drawing and 
fpinning out all from yourfelf, that is to fay, 
if we may judge of the liquor in the vejfelby 
what iffues out, youpoffefs a good plentiful 
flore of dirt and poifon inyour breafi \ and, 
though I would by no means lejfen or dif- 
parage your genuine flock of either, yet, I 
doubt you arefomewhat obliged for an in- 
creafe of both to a little foreign affijiance. 
Tour inherent portion of dirt does not fail 
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of acquifitiom hfioaphurs txbakdfrom it" 
Lio^a^in/eBfurmfiesjou nJhaJban 
ofpoi/on to defiray amther. So that mjbtrt 
the queftion comes all to tins \ wietlmristif 
mihr bangof tbetvoOy tbatwlucbbyalaay 
contemplation of four inches rounds iy oh 
ever-'weemng pride, feeding and engender-- 
ing on itfelfy turns all into excrement and 
venom \ producing nothing at all^ iutfy^ 
ham and a cobweb: or tbatj which hy an 
univerfal range, with long fearch, much 
ftudy, true judgment, and difUnBion of 
things, brings home homy and wax. 

This dii^ute was managed with iuch 
eagemefs, clamour, and wannth, that the 
two parties of books in arms below flood 
iilent a while, waiting in fufpenfe what 
Would be the ifTue; which was not long 
undetermined: for the bee, ^t>wn impa- 
tient at fb much lols of time, fled raait 
away to a bed of rofes, without looking 
for a reply ; and left ^t^fpider like an 
orator, colleSled in himfelf, and juft pre^ 
pared to burft out. 

It happened upon this emergency, that 
JEfop broke lilence firft. He had been of 
late moft barbaroufly treated by a ftrange 

cffca 
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tShdi of die regimes bttmomtyy f who had 
torn off hii tit&-page^ barely defaced out 
half of bis leaves, and chained him fiift a-^ 
snoiig a (hdf of moderm* Where (bondit^ 
covering how h^ the quanel was like to 
proceed, he tried all his aits, and turned 
himfelf to a thouiand forms. At length 
in the borrowed fhapeof an afs, the regent 
miiloG^c. htm fora modem ; by whichmeans 
he had time and opportuni^ to efbape to 
the antients^ jtifl when ^fpider and the 
kee yrtxt entering into their c(mteil 3 to 
which he gave his attention with a wc»-ld 
df pleafurej and, when it was ended, 
fwore in the loudefl key, that in all his 
life he had never known two cafes fo 
parallel and adapt to each other, as that 
in the window, and this upon the fhelves. 
Tie diffnaantSy faid he, have admirably 
managed the difpute between themy have 
taken in the fuU firength of all that is to 
be fmd on both fideiy andexhaufied thefub- 
fiance of every argument pro and con. It 
is but to adjufi the reafonings of both to the 
prefent quarrel^ then to compare and apply 

t Battltjfy who demed the antiquity of JEfop : Tee note 

th& 
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the labours and fruits ofeadt^ as the bee 
bos learnedly d&ducedtbem'y ami we fi)tM 
find the cmclufion faU plain andchfe upm 
the modems and us. For, pr»f gaakmen^ 
was ever any thing fo mcxlem m the {pider 
in bis airy bis tumsy and Ins paraaoxesf 
be argues in tbe behalf of you bis brethren^ 
andhimfelf, with many boatings of his na~ 
trueftocky and great genius 'y thatbefpim 
and fpits wholly from hindelfy and f corns to 
own any (^ligation or ajfifiancefrom without. 
Then be difplays to you his great fluU in 
architeiiurey and improvement in tbe mathe^ 
mattes. To all this the bee, as an advocate 
retained by us the antients, thinks fit to an- 
fwer-y that if one may judge of tbe great 
genius or inventions of the moderns by what 
they have producedy you will hardly have 
countenance to bear you out in boafting of 
either. EreSl your fchemes with as nmcb 
method and Jkill as you pleafe j yet if the 
materials be nothing but dirty fpun out of 
your own entrails [the guts of modem 
brams) tbe edifice will conclude at lafi in a 
cob- web; the duration ofwhicby like that 
of other ipidcrs websy may be imputed to 
their being forgotteny or negleSledy or bid 

in 
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w a comer. FoTy any thing elfe of genuine 
that the modems may pretend to, I cannot 
recoUed ; unUfs it he a large vein of wrang- 
ling and fdtyr, much of a nature and fuh- 
fiance with the (pider spoifim', which, how- 
ever tbi^ pretend to fpit wholly out of thenu- 
fehes, is improfoedby the fame arts, by feed- 
ing t^on the infers and vermin of the age. 
As for us the andents, we are content with 
the bee to pretend to nothing of our vmty 
beyond our wings and our voice : that is to 
fay, wr flights tf^M^^r language. For the 
rejl, whatever we have got, has been by in- 
finite labour afidfearcb, and ranging through 
every corner of nature ; the difference is, 
that, infiead of dirt and poifon, we have 
rather chofen to fill our hives with honey and 
wax, thusfurnifbing mankind with the two 
nobkfl of things, which are fweetnefs and 
light. 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumult 
arifen among the booh upon the dole of 
this long defcant of ^fop : both parties 
took the hint, and heightened their ani- 
moiities fo on a fudden, that they relblved 
it fhould come to a battle. Immediately 
the two main bodies withdrew under their 
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The army of the antknts was mudl 
fewer in number ; Homer led the horfe^ 
and Pindar the Ugbt-borJe\ Euclid was 
chief engineer j Plato dud Arifiotle com* 
mandedthe^ouw:;^; Herodotus zai^Uvy 
the fw>t\ Hippocrates the dragoons 'y the 
0^>j led by Vojftus and Temple brought 
up the rear. 

All things violently tending Co a ded^ 
five battle, Fame^ who much frequented, 
and had a large apartment formerly af* 
figned her in the regal library^ fled up 
(bait to Jupiter y to whom £be deliTcrad 
a faithful account of all that pafled be- 
tween the two parties below; for, among 
the Gods (he always tells truth, jfove^ in 
great concern, convokes a council in the 
milky way. The fenate ailembled, he de- 
clares the occafion of convening them ; 
a bloody battle juft impendent betH'een 
two mighty arnues of antient and modern 
creatures, called ^70i(j-, wherein thecelcf- 
tial intereft was but too deeply concerned. 
MomuSy the patron of the moderns^ made 
an excellent fpeech in their favour, which 
was anfwcred by Pallas^ the prote»^re(s of 
the antients. The aflcniblv >\as divided 
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in their afFedions ; when Jupiter com- 
manded the book of fate to be laid before 
him. Immediately were brought byAf^rw* 
ry three large volumes in folio, containing 
memoirs of all things pail, prefent, and to 
come. The clafps were of filver double 
gilt; the covers of celeftial turkey-leather, 
and the paper fuch as here on earth might 
almoft pafs for vellum. Jupitery having 
filently read the decree, would communi- 
cate the import to none, but prefently 
{hut up the book. 

Without the doors of this aflembly there 
attended a vaft number of light, nimble 
gods, menial fervants to Jupiter: thefe 
are his miniftering inftruments in all affairs 
below. They travel in a caravan, more 
or lefs together, and are faftened to each 
other, like a link of galley-flaves, by a 
light chain, which pailes from them to 
Jupiter s great toe : and yet, in receiving 
or delivering a meflage they may never 
approach above the loweft ftep of his 
throne, where he and they whilper to 
each other through a long, hollow trunk. 
Thefe deities are called by mortal men 
accidents or events -^ but tl\e gods call 

Vol. I. T \!s>eKw 




274 THE BATTLE 

them fecond caufes. Jupiter having de- 
livered his meffage to a certain number 
of thele divinities, they flew immediately 
down to the pinnacle of the regal library, 
and, confulting a few minutes, entered 
unfcen, and difpoied the parties accord* 
ing to their orders. • 

Mean while Momus fearing the worft, 
and calling to mind an antient prophecy, 
which bore no very good face to his chil- 
dren the fnodertJSy bent his flight to the 
region of a malignant deity, called Cri- 
ticijm. She dwelt on the top of a fnowy 
mountain in Nova Zeinbla ; there Alomus 
found her extended in her den upon the 
fpoils of numberlefs volumes, half devour- 
ed. At her right-hand fat Ignorance^ her 
father and hufl>and, blind with age; at 
her left Pridc^ her mother, drefling her 
up in the fcraps of paper hcrfelf had torn. 
There was Opiniony her lifter, light of 
foot, hood-winked, and head-ftrong, yet 
giddy, and per}>etually turning. About 
her played her children, Noife and Impu- 
denccy Dulnefs and Vanityy Pofitivencfsy 
Pedantry and Ill-Manners, The goddcfs 
herfelf had claws like a cat ; her head, 

and 
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and ears, and voice rdemled tho(e of an 
afs ; her teeth fallen out before ; her eyes 
turned inward, as if fhc looked only upon 
herfelf ; her diet was the over-flowing of 
her own gall-y ha fpleen was fo large, as 
to (land prominent, like a dug of the firft 
rate, nor wanted excrefcencies in form of 
teats, at which a crew of ugly monfters 
were greedily (ucking; and, what is won- 
derful to conceive, the bulk of fpleen in- 
creafed fafter than the fucking could dimi- 
nilh it. Goddefs, faid Momus, can you Jit 
idly here, while our devout worjhippers the 
moderns are this minute entering into a 
cruel battle^ and perhaps now lying under 
the /words of their enemies-, who then here- 
after will ever facrifice^ or build altars to 
our divinities f hafie therefore to the Britifh 
ifle, and ifpoj/ible, prevent their dejlruc- 
tion ; while I make faSlions among the godsj 
and gain them over to our party. 

MomuSy having thus delivered himfelf, 
ftaid not for an anfwer, but left the god- 
dels to her own refentment. Up fhe rofe 
in a rage, and, as it is the form upon fuch 
occafions, began a foliloquy : It is I (faid 
(he) who give wifdom to infants and idiots ; 

T 2 \)3 
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by me children grim wifer than their pa- 
rents:, by me beaux become foIi:icianSy and 
fchool-boys judges of philofophy ; by me 
fophifiers debate^ and conclude upon the 
depths of krurwledge ; afui coffee-houfe witSj 
inJiinSi by me^ can correSi an author sftyle 
and difplay his minutefi errors^ without 
underftandifig afyllable of his matter^ or 
his language:, by me Jlrtplings fpend their 
judgment^ as they do their ejlate^ before it 
comes into their hands. It is /, who have 
depofed wit and knowledge from their em- 
pire over poetry, arui advanced my f elf in 
their Jlead. And fl^all a few upftart an- 

tients dare oppofe me f but cotne^ my 

aged parent^ and you my children dear^ 
andthoUy my beauteous fifier ; let us afcend 
my chariot^ and hajie to afftji our devout 
modems, who are now facrificing to us a 
hecatomb, as I perceive by that grateful 
fmelly which from thence reaches nty nojlrils. 
The goddcfs, and her train, having 
mounted the chariot, which was drawn 
by tame geefc^ flew over infinite regions, 
fhedding her influence iii due places, 
till at length fhe arrived at her beloved 
ifland of Britain ; but in hovering over 

its 
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its metropolis^ what bleflings did (he not 
Jet fall upon her feminaries of Grefham 
and Covent-Gardenf + and now fhe 
reached the fatal plain of St. James^ li- 
brary, at what time the two armies were 
upon the point to engage ; where, enter- 
ing with all her caravan unfeen, and land- 
ing upon a cafe of (helves, now defert, 
but once inhabited by a colony of vir- 
tuofos, fhe ftaid a while to obferve the 
pofture of both armies. 

But, here the tender cares of a mother 
began to fill her thoughts, and move in 
her breafl : for, at the head of a troop of 
modern bowmen fhe caft her eyes upon her 
fbn Wotton ; to whom the fates had af- 
figned a very fhort thread. Wotton^ a 
young hero, whom an unknown father 
of mortal race begot by flollen embraces 
witli this goddefs. He was the darling of 
his mother above all her children, and fhe 
refolved to go and comfort him. But firft, 
according to the good old cuflom of dei- 
ties, fhe cafl about to change her fhape, 
for fear the divinity of her countenance 
might dazzle his mortal fight, and over* 

f See the notes, p. 53. 

T 3 char^ 
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charge the reft of his fenfes. She therefore 
gathered up her per(bn into an oSfavo com- 
paTs: her body grew white and arid, and 
Iplit in pieces with drynefs ; the thick turn- 
ed into pafte-board, and the thin into pa- 
per, upon which her parents and children 
artfully ftrewed a black juice or decoction 
of gall and foot in form of letters j her head, 
and voice, and fpleen kept their primitive 
form ; and that, which before was a cover 
of {kin, did ftill continue fo. Inthisguife 
(he marched on towards the modems^ un- 
diftinguifliable in (hape and drefs from 
the divine Bentley^ Wotton% dcareft friend. 
Brave Wottotty faid the goddcfs, ivhy do 
our troops Jiand idle here to fpend their pre- 
fe?it vigour and opportunity of this dtiyf 
(ncayy let us hafie to the generals^ and ad- 
vife to grve the onfet immediately. Having 
fpokc thus, fhe took the uglicft of her 
monfters, full gutted from her fpleen, and 
flung it inviiibly into his mouth, which, 
flying ftraight up into his head, fqueefed 
out his eye-balls, gave him a diftorted 
look , and hal f overturned his brain. Then 
flic privately ordered two of her beloved 
children, Dulnefs and Ilh-Mannersy clofe- 
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ly to attend his peribn in all encounters. 
Having thus accoutered him, (he vanifh- 
ed in a mift, and the iero perceived it 
was the goddefs his mother. 

The deftined hour of fate being now 
arrived, the fight began; whereof before 
I dare adventure to make a particular de- 
Icription, I mufl, after the example of o- 
ther autliors,petition for a hundred tongues, 
and mouths, and hands, and pens ; which 
would all be too little to perfonn fo im- 
menfe a work. Say, goddefs, that prefld- 
efl over hiflory, who it was that hrfl ad- 
vanced in the field of battle. ParacelfuSy 
at the head of his dragoons, obferving Ga- 
len in the adverle wing, darted his javelin 
with a mighty force, which the brave 
antient received upon his fhield, the point 
breaking in the fecond fold. * * ♦ 
**«*«*«* Hicpauca 

******* * defunu 
They bore the wounded Aga f on thdr 
fhields to his chariot ♦ ♦ * * 



t DoAor Harvtj., fee the was wounded ; other moderns 

note p.270. It was not thought are fpared by the hiatus that 

proper to name his antagoniH, follows, prolubly for fimi'ar 

but onlj to intimate, that be reafons. 

T . ♦ » 
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Defunt #»♦#♦♦♦# 

ffonnulla, »««»«««* 

Then Arijlotle^ obferving Bacon ad- 
vance with a furious mien, drew his bow 
to the head, and let fly his arrow, which 
mifled the valiant modern^ and went hiz- 
zing over his head ; but Des Cartes it hit ; 
the fteel point quickly found a defdi in 
his head piece -y it pierced the leather and 
the pafte-board, and went in at his right 
eye. The torture of the pain whirled 
the valiant bowman round, till death, like 
a ftar of fuperior influence, drew him in- 
to his own vortex. * ♦ * ♦ 
* * * * « « * 
Jngens hiatus ♦♦«♦♦♦ 

hie in MS, i tt j ^ 

when Homer appeared at 

the head of the cavalry, mounted on a furi- 
ous horfc, with difficulty managed by the 
rider himfelf, but which no other mortal 
durft approach j he rode among the ene- 
mies ranks, and bore down all before him. 
Say, goddefs, whom he flew firft, and 
whom he flew laft. Firft, * Gondibcrt ad- 

• An heroic poem by Sir If'iU'wm Davmantt «" ftanzaj 
•r lutir lio«. Vanccd 
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vanced againft him, clad in heavy armour, 
and mounted on a (laid fober gelding, not 
{o &med for his fpeed, as his docility in 
kneeling, whenever his rider would mount 
or alight. He had made a vow to Pallas^ 
that he would never leave the field, till 
he had fpoiled J Horner of his armour ; 
madman, who had never once feen the 
wearer, nor underftood his ftrength I him 
Homer overthrew horfe and man to the 
ground, there to be trampled and choak- 
ed in the dirt. Then, with a long fpear 
he flew Denham, a ftout modern^ who from 
his + father's fide derived his lineage fitjm 
Apollo^ but his mother was of mortal race. 
He fell, and bit the earth. The celdUal 
part Apollo took, and made it a ftar, but 
the terreftrial lay wallowing upon the 
ground. Then Horner flew ^ejley^ § with 
a kick of his horfe's heel; he took Per- 
rault by mighty force out of his (addle, 
then hurled him at Fonteaelle, with the 
lame blow dafliing out both their brains. 

X Vid. Homer. was not the real author of 

t ^ir ychn Der.hanis ipocm^ Cooper % HIU. 

are very unequal, extremely § Mr. lV</lej, who wrote 

goed, and very indifferent} the life of Cfarift in verfc, 

(o that his detra6lors faid, he i^i. 
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On the left wing of the horfe, yirgU 
appeared in fhining annour, compleatly 
fitted to his body: he was mounted on a 
dapple-grey fteed, the ilownefs of whole 
pace was an efFed of the higheft mettle 
and vigour. He caft his eye on the adverfe 
wing with a deiire to find an objed worthy 
of his valour, when behold, upcHi a forrel 
gelding of a monftrous fize appeared a (oc^ 
ifiuing from among the tluckeft of the 
enemy's fquadrons; but his fpeed was 
lefs than his notfe ; for his hode, old and 
lean, fpent the dregs of his ftrength in 
a high trot, which, though it made flow 
advances, yet caufed a loud dafiiing of his 
armour, terrible to hear. The two cava- 
liers had now approached within the 
throw of a lance, when the ftranger de- 
fired a parley, and lifting up the vizor of 
his helmet, a face hardly appeared fi'om 
within, wliich after a paufe was known for 
that of the renowned Dryden. The brave 
antient fuddenly ftarted, as one pollefled 
with furprizeand difappointment together ; 
for the helmet was nine times too large 
for the head, which appeared fituate far 
in the hinder part, even like the lady in a 

lobfter, 
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lobfter, or like a moufe under a canopy 
of ftate, or like a (hrivelled beau horn 
within the pent-houfe of a modern peri- 
wig: and the voice was fuited tq the 
vifage, founding weak and remote. Dry- 
den'in a long harangue fbothed up the good 
antienty called him father ; and by a largp 
dedudion of genealogies made it plainly 
appear, that they were nearly related. Then 
he humbly propofed an exchange of armour 
as a lading mark of holpitality between 
them. Virgil confented (for the goddeis 
Diffidence came unfeen, and cafl a mift 
before his eyes) though his was of % gold 
and coft a hundred beeves, the other's but 
of rufty iron. However, this glittering 
armour became the modern yet worfe than 
his own. Then they agreed to exchange 
horfes ; but, when it came to the trial, 
Dry den was afraid, and utterly unable to 

******** Alter hia- 
******** tj^s l„ MS. 

##*.«♦*# Ltican appeared 

X V'id, Homer. 
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upon a fiery horle of admirable ihape, but 
head-ftrong, bearing the rider where he lift 
over the field ; he made a mighty (laughter 
among the enemy's horfe ; which deftruc- 
tion to flop, Blackmore a famous modem 
(but one of the mercenaries) ftrenuou/Iy 
oppofed himfelf, and darted his javelin 
with a flrong hand, which, falling (hort 
of its mark, flruck deep in the earth. 
Then Ltican threw a lance; but JEfcu- 
lapius came unfecn, and turned oft the 
point. X Brave modern, /aid Lucan, / 
perceive fame god prote&s you-t for never 
did my armfo deceive me before : but what 
mortal can contend with a god? therefore^ 
let us fight no longer^ but prefent gifts to 
each other. Lucan then beflowed the mo- 
dern a pair of f purs ^ and Blackmore ^is^ 

Lucan a bridle. **♦♦•* 

* » « « » « « 
Pauca dc- # » ^ ^ ♦ « • 
Junt. * ♦ * * * » « 

Creech: but the goddcfs Dulnefs took a 
cloud, fornicd into the fhape of Horace^ 
armed and mounted, and placed in a fly- 
ing pofture before him. Glad was the 

\ His (kill as a phylkian attoncd fur his dullncfs as a poet. 

ca\alicr 
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cavalier to begin a combat with a flying 
foe, and purfued the image, threatening 
loud; till at laft it led him to the peace- 
ful bower of his fether Ogieby, by whom 
he was dilarmed, and afligned to his repde. 

Then Pindar flew , and y and 

Oldham^ and—, and f y^^ the y^>w»- 
zm-t light of foot ; never advancing in a 
dired Hne, but wheeling with incredible 
ag^ity and force, he made a terrible flaugh- 
ter among the enemies light-horfe. Him 
when Gwley obferved, his generous heart 
burnt within him, and he advanced againft 
the fierce antienty imitating his addrefs, 
his pace, and career, as well as the vigour 
of hishorfe, and his own fldU would allow. 
When the two cavaliers had approached 
within the length of three javelins, firft 
CcFwley threw a lance, which mifled Pin" 
daTy and pafling into the enemy's ranks 
fell inefledhial to the ground. Then Pin- 
dar darted a javelin fo large and weightx'', 
that fcarce a dozen cavaliers^ as cavaliers 
are in our degenerate days, could raife it 
from the ground ; yet he threw it with 

+ Mrs. Afra Bekn, author pf many plays, novch, and 
poems. 
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cafe, and it went by an unerring hand, 
iinging through the air ; nor could the 
modern have avoided prefent death, if he 
had not luckily oppofed thefhield, that had 
been given him by Venus, •\ And now 
both heroes drew their fwords, but the 
modern was fb aghaft and difbrdered, that 
he knew not where he was ; his fhield drop- 
ped from his hands ; thrice he fled, and 
thrice he could not efcape ; at laA he turn-* 
ed, and lifting up his hands in the pofture of 
a fiippliant : Godlike Pindar, iaid he, fpare 
my Itfey and pojfefs my borfe with thefe 
armsy befides the ranfom^ winch my friends 
willgive^ when they hear I am aUve^ and 
your prifoner. Dogy faid Pindar, let your 
ranfomjiay with your friends ; but your 
carcafsjball be left for the fowls of the air, 
and the beafts of the field. With that, he 
raifed his fword, and with a mighty ftroke 
cleft tlic wretched modern in twain, the 
Iword purfuing the blow ; and one half 
lay panting on the ground to be trod in 
pieces by the horfes feet, the other half 
was borne by the frighted fteed through 

t His poem cailcJ the Millrefs 

the 
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the field. This | Venus took, wafhed it 

feven times in amhrojia, then ftruck /it 

thrice with a fpring of amaranth ; upon 

which, the leather grew round and foft, 

and the leaves turned into feathers, and 

being gilded before, continued gilded 

Ml ; fo it became a dovey and fhe har> . 

neiled it to her chariot. * ,.j.. ^ /, 

«*««««« Hiatus valde 

• « * « « « defiendusinMS, 

Day being far fpent, and the numerous 
forces of the nuderns half inclining to a 
retreat, there iflued forth from a fquadron 
of their heavy-armed foot f a captain, 
whofe name was Bentley, the moft deform- 
ed of all the moderns ; tall, but without 
fhape or comlinefs; large, but without 
ffa^ngth or proportion. His armour was 
patched up of a thoufand incoherent pieces ; 

} I do not approve the au- f The epifode of Bttitley 

thor's judgment in this, for I and W$ttm. 

think CowUy'% Pindarics are As the account of the Battle 

much preferabletohis^^{/r. of the Books is an allegorical 

It may however be conit- reprefentation of Sir JpilUam 

dered, that Ctw/ey's pindarics Tempi's eflay, in which the 

were but copies, of which antients are oppofed to the 

Pindar was the original; be- moderns, the account of i?Mi/- 

fore Pindar therefore his pin- Ity^ and fVettm is called an 

darics might fall; and his epifode, and their intrusion 

Miftreis be preferved a» pro- reprefentpd as an under adlion. 
perly his own. 
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and the found of it, as he marched, was 
loud and dry, Hke that made by the fall 
of a fheet of lead, which an etefian wind 
blows fuddenly down from the roof of fbme 
fieeple. His helmet was of old rully iron, 
but the vizor was brafs, which, tainted by 
his breath, corrupted into coperas, nor 
wanted gall from the fame fountain ; fb 
that, whenever provoked by anger or la- 
bour, an atramentous quality of moft ma- 
lignant nature was feen to diftil from his 
lips. In his f right hand he grafjxd a 
flail, and (that he might never be unpro- 
vided of an offenfive weapon) a veflel full of 
ordure in his left. Thus compleady armed, 
he advanced with a flow and heavy pace, 
where the modern chiefs were holding a 
confult upon the fum of things ; who, 
as he came onwards, laughed to behold 
his crooked leg, and hump fhoulder, 
which his boot and armour vainly endea- 
vouring to hide, were forced to comply 
with, and expofe. The generals made 
ufe of him for his talent of railing j which, 

f The pcrfon, here fpoken fiin^ion, and uAog mean and 
of, ic famous lur letting fly foul fcurrilitics. 
at every body without di- 

kept 
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kept within government, proved fiequent- 
\y of great fervice to their caufe, but at 
other times did more mifchief than good ; 
for at the leaft touch of offence, and of- 
ten without any at all, he would, like a 
wounded elephant, convert it againft his 
leaders. Such at this jundure was the dif- 
portion of Bentleyy grieved to fee the 
enemy prevail, and diflatisfied with every 
body's conduct, but his own. He humbly 
gave the modern generals to underftand, 
that he conceived with great fubmiflion, 
they were all a ^c\ioi rogues y 2ixA fools j 
and fons of whores ^ and d — nd Cffivards^ 
and confounded loggerheads, and illiterate 
whelps y and nonfenjical fcoundrels ; that if 
himfelf had been conftituted general, thofe 
X prefumptuous dogSy the antients, would 
long before this have been beaten out of 
the field. You, faid he. Jit here idle ; hut 
when /, or any other valiant modem, kill 
an enemy y you are fure to feize the fpoil. 
But I will not march one foot againjl the 
foey ^ till you allfwear to me, that whom", 
ever I take or kill, his arms I jball quietly 
pojfefs. Bentley having fpoken thus, Sca^ 

t Vid. Homer, de Thcrfite. 

Vol. I. U %e,r 
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iiger beftowing him a four look ; Mifcrt- 
ant prater, faid he, eloquent only in thine 
own ^eSy thou raileft without wit, or truth, 
or difcretUm. 'the malignity of thy temper 
ferverteth nature, thy learning maku thu 
more barbarous, tfy Jludy of humanity 
more inhuman ; thy converfe among poets 
fttor^ groveling, miry, ^Wdull. AUarts 
^civilizing othrs render thee rude and 
imtradable ; courts have taught thee ill 
manners, and polite converTadon hasfinifih- 
ed thee a pedant. Bejides, a greater coward 
burtheneth not the army. But never de- 
fpond", Ipafs my word, whatever fpoU tbom 
takejl, frail certainly be thy own ; though, 
I hope, that vile carcafs will jirjl become 
a prey to kites and worms, 

jB»»/^durft not reply ; but, half choak- 
cd with fpleen and rage, withdrew in foil 
refolution of performing fome great at- 
chievement. With him for his aid and 
companion he took his beloved IVotton ; 
refolving by policy or furprize to attempt 
fome negleded quarter of the antients 
army. They began their march over car- 
cafles of their flaughtered friends ; then 
to the right of their awn forces ; then 

wheeled 
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wheeled northward, till they canie to 
jildrwandus% tomb, which they pafTed 
on the lide cA the dechning fun. And now 
they arrived with fear towards the enemy's 
out-'guards ; looking about, if haply they 
might 'ipy the quarters of the wounded, 
or Come ftraggling fleepers, unarmed, and 
remote fixmi the reft. As when two iTtun- 
grel cursy whom native greedimfsy and 
domefik wanty provoke and join in part- 
nerfhip, though fearful, nighdy to invade 
the folds of fbme rich grazier : they, with 
tails depreiled and lolling tongues, creep 
foft and flow ; mean while the confcious 
fnoony now in her zenith^ on their guilty 
heads darts perpendicular rays ; nor dare 
they bark, though much provoked at hs£ 
refulgent vifage, whether feen in puddle 
by refledion, or in fphere dire<£t; but one 
furveys the region round, while t'other 
fcouts the plain, if haply, to difcover, at 
diflance from the flock, fbme carcajs half 
devoured, the refufe of gorged wolves, or 
ominous ravens. So marched this lovely^ 
loving pair of friends, nor with lefs fear 
and circumfpedlion ; when, at difltoce, 
they might perceive two fhining fiiits of 
U 3 amuQUt^ 
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annour, hanging upon an oak, and dit 
owners not far off in a profound ileep. 
The two friends drew lots, and the pur- 
iuing of this adventure fell to Berkley ; on 
he wait, and in his van Confufion and 
Amaze 'y while Horror and Affright 
brought up the rear. As he came near, be- 
hold two heroes of the antients army, Pba- 
laris and ^fop^ lay faft afleep : Benfley 
would fein have difpatched them botfa,and, 
dealing clofe, aimed his flail at Pbalaris*% 
breaft. But then the goddefs Affright inter- 
poiing, caught the modern in hcricy arms, 
and dragged him from the danger fhe 
forefaw; both the dormant heroes hap- 
pened to turn at the fame inflant, though 
fbundly fleeping, and buly in a dream. *f- 
For Pbalaris was jufl that minute dream^ 
ing, how a mofl vile poetafier had lam- 
pooned him, and how he had got him 
roaring in his bull. And ^fop dreamed, 
that, as he and the antient chiefs were lying 
t)n the ground, a wild afs broke loofe, ran 
about trampling and kicking, and dunging 
in their feces. 5^«//^,leavingthe two heroes 

t This is according to He- thofctwho were kiUed in thek 
4mr, who tells the dicaim of ilecp. 

afleepy 
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adeep, leized on both their armours, and 
withdrew in queft of his darling Wottm, 

He in the mean time had wandered, 
long in (earch of fbme enterprize, till at 
length he arrived at a fmall rtvulet, that 
ifllied from a fountain hard by, called in 
the language of mortal men Helicon. Here 
he flopped, and parched with thirft, re- 

'fblved to allay it in this limpid ftream. 
Thrice with profane hands he eflayed to 
raife the water to his lips, and thrice it 
flipped all through his fingers. Then he 
flooped prone on his breafl, but, e*re his 
mouth Irad kifled the Uquid cryflal, A~. 

jpoUo came, and in th? channel held his. 

Jbield betwixt the modern and the foim-. 
tain, fbthat he drew up nothing but /^i:^.. 
For, although no fountain on earth can 
compare with the cleamefs of Helicon', yet 
there lies at bottom a thick fediment of 

fiime and mud\ for fo Apollo begged of 
jfupiter, as a punifhment to thofe, who 
durfl attempt to tafle it with unhallowed 
lips, and for a lefTon to all, not to draw 
too deep, o^ far from thefpring. 

At the fountain-head Wotton difcemed 
two heroes ; the one he could not diflin- 

U 3 ^giiits. 
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ginfh, but the other was fbon known (at 
TempUy generalof the/i/4Rrxtotbe««iw!Ktfj; 
His back was turned, and he was em- 
ployed in drinking large draughts in hii 
heunet from the fountain, where he had 
withdrawn himfelf to refl from the toils 
of the war. TFotton obierving him, with 
quaking knees and trembling hands ^ke 
tikus to himfelf: Ob^ that I could kUiihn 
difirtryer of our armjt', what renown fitouU 
I purchafe among the chiefs? hut to ifua 
out againfi himy * man againfi mattj/bieU 
againft fbieldy and lance againfi lamXy what 
modem of us dare f for be fights Hie agod^ 
and Pallas, or Apollo, are ever at his 
elbow. But, oh, mother ! if what fame 
reports be true, that lamtbefon of fo great 
a goddefsy grant me to bit Temple with 
this lance, that the firoke may fend him to 
hell, and that I may return infafety and 
triumph laden with his fpoils. The fiiil 
part of this prayer the gods granted at the 
intercefHon of his mother, and of Momus\ 
but the reft, by a perverie wind fent from 
fate, was fcattcred in the air. Then H^et' 
ton grafped his lance, and, brandifhingit 

♦ VW. Homer. 

thrice 
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thrice over his head, darted it with all jiis 
mi^t, the goddefs his mother zx. the lame 
time adding ftrength to his ann. Away 
the lance went hizzing, and reached 
even to the belt of the averted antient^ 
upon which Hghdy grazing it fell to the 
ground. Temple neither felt the weapon 
touch him, nor heard it fall ; and TVotton 
might have eicaped to his army with the 
honour of having remitted his lance againft 
£> great a leader, unrevenged ; but ApaUo 
enrag^, that a javelin, flung by the ailift- 
ance of lb foul a goddefs^ fhould pollute 

his foimtain, put on the ihape of , 

andfbfdy came to young ^^i^, who then 
accompanied Temple : he pointed firft to 
the lance, then to the diA^uit modem that 
flung it, and commanded the young hero 
to take immediate revenge. Boyle, clad in 
a fuit of armour which had been given bim 
by all the gods f, immediately advanced 
againft the trembling foe, who now fled 
before him. As a young lion in the Libyan 

t BtyU was afEfted in this fens at Oxfiri, celebrated for 

dilpute bjr Dean Aldriib, Doc- their ^nius and their learning, 

tor Atterhirj, afterwards Bp. then called the Cbrift'Aurcb 

of Rtcbt^y and other per- vnts. 

U 4 plains^ 
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plainsy or j^raby deferty fent by his aged 
^ire to hunt for prey, or health, or exercife; 
he fcours along wifliing to meet fbine tyger 
from the mountains, or a furious boar : if 
chance a wild afsy with brayings import 
tune, af&onts his ear, the generous beafl; 
though loathing to diilain his claws with 
blood (o vile, yet much provoked at the 
offenfivenoife, which tfCi&ff, foolifh nymph, 
like her ill-judging f ex y repeats much louder 
and with more delight than Plnlomeld% 
ibng ; he vindicates the honour of the feref^ 
and hunts the noiiy long-ear'd animal. So 
Wotton fled, fo Boyle purfued. But Wot- 
ton heavy-armed, and flow of foot, began 
to flack his courfe ; when his lover BentUy 
appeared, returning laden with the {{x>Us 
ofthe twofleeping d;«//^«/j. Boyle chkvr- 
ed him well, and foon difcovering the 
helmet and fliield of Phalarisy his friend, 
both which he had lately with his own 
hands new poliflied and gilt; rage 
fparkled in his eyes, and leaving his pur- 
fuit after Wottotiy he furioufly rufti'd on 
agaiiifl this new approacher. Fain would 
he be revenged on both ; but both now 

fled 
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dcd dilTerent ways: f and, as a woman 
in a little houfe, that gets a painful liveli- 
hood by {pinning ; if chance her geeje be 
(battered o*er the common, fhe courfes 
round the plain from fide to fide, com- 
pelling here and there the flragglers to the 
flock ; they cackle loud, and nutter o'er 
the champain. So Boy/e purfiied, Co fled 
this pair of friends: finding at length 
their flight was vain, they bravely join*d 
and drew themfelves in phalanx. Firfl 
Bentl^ threw a fpear with all his force, 
hoping to pierce tne enemy's breafl : but 
Pallas came unfeen, and in the air took 
off the point, and clapp'd on one of leady 
which, after a dead bang againfl the ene- 
my's fhield, fell blunted to the ground. 
Then Boyle^ obferving well his time, took 
up a lance of wondrous length and fharp- 
nefs ; and as this pair of fliends compared 
flood clofe fide to fide, he wheel'd him 
to the right, and, with unufual force, 
darted the weapon. Bentley faw his fate 
approach, and flanking down his arms 

t Thb is alfo after the to do with the fimilttude, nor 

manner of Homer i the wo- wou^ be excufable without 

man's getting a painful liveli- fuch an authority, 
hood by fpinning, has nothing Vid. Homer. 
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^ihk to his ribs, hoping to (ave his body ; 
in went the point, pafTing through ann 
and £de, nor flopp'd, or fyent its force, 
till it had alio pierced the valiant ff^otton, 
who, going to fliftain his dying friend, 
ihared his fate. As when a fkilfiil cook 
has trufs'd a brace oiwoodcocks^ he, with 
iron ikewer, pierces the tender fides ofboth, 
their leg^ and wings clo(e pinion'd to their 
ribs: fb was this pair of mends transfix*d 
till down they fdl, join'd in their lives, 
join*d in their deaths; fo dofely join'd, 
that Charon would miflake them both for 
one, and waft them ovexjfyx for half his 
^e. Farewel, beloved, loving pair ; few 
equals have you left behind: and happy 
and immortal fhall you be, if all my wit 
and eloquence can make you. 
And, now 
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THE 

Bookfeller's Advertifement. 



r*HE following difcourfe came into 
my bands perfeSi and hit ire: but 
there being feveral things in it^ which the 
prefent age vjould not very well bear^ I 
kept it by me fome yearsy refehing it 
Jbotdd never fee the light. At lengthy by 
the advice and sffiflance of a judicious 
friendy I retrenched thofe parts that might 
give mofl offenccy and have now ventured 
to publifh the remaifukr. Concerning the 
author I am wholfy igTurant ; neither can 
I conjeBurOy whether it be the fame with 
that of the two foregoing pieceSy the origi- 
nal having been fent me at a different 
timey and in a different hand. 'The leam- 
ed reader will better determitUy to whofe 
judgment I intirely fubmit it. 



A DIS- 




DISC O URSE 

CONCSRNIMC THE 

MECHANICAL OPERATION 
OF THE 

SPIRIT. 



For T. H. Ef quire *, at his cbamiers in 
the academy of the Beaux Efpirits in 
New-England. 

SIR, 

IT is now a good while, fince I have 
had in my head (bmething, not only 
very material, but abfolutely neceflary to 



• Siippo(ed to be Col. 
Hunter author of the Letter 
of Enthufiafin mentioned in 
die apologr for the Tale of a 
Tub. 

This diicourfe is not alto- 
gether equal to die former, 
the beft {»rts of it being o- 
>nitted ; wbedier the book- 
ieller^s account be cni^ that 



he durft not print die reft, I 
know not, nor, indeed, is it 
eaiV to determine, whether 
he may be relied on, in any 
thing he lays of this, QV'tho 
former treatifes, only as to 
the time they were writ in ; 
which, however, appears more 
from the difcourfesthemlclves, 
than his relation* 
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. my liealth, that the world fhould be in- 
formed in : for, to tell you a fccret, I 
am able to contain it no longer. However 
I have been perplei^ed for fbme time to 
rePive^ what would be the moft proper 
form to fend it abroad in. To which end 
I have been three days courfing through 
Weftmmfler-bally and St, PauTs Ciurci- 
yardy and FUet-ftreety to penife titles \ 
and I do not £nd any, which holds (o 
general a vogue, as that of a letter to a 
friend: nothmg is more common than to 
meet with long epiftles addrrfled to per- 
ions and places, where, at fiiil thinking, 
one would be apt to imagine it not alto- 
gether fo neceflary or convenient ; fach 
as, a neighbour at next door^ a mortal 
tnemjfy aperfeEi flrangety or aperfinef 
polity in the cloudt ; and thefe upon iiih* 
jeds in appearance the leaft proper iox 
conveyance by the poft; as, Imgfcbemes 
in philefopby \ dark and wonderfull my- 
fieries of ft ate, laborious differ tatims in 
criticifm and philofophy 'y advice to parlia' 
tnentSy and the like. 

Now, Sir, to proceed after the method 
in prefent wear : for, let me (ay what I 

wiU 
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will to the contraiy, I am afnud you wiU 
publifh thig letter y as foon as eve it comes 
to your hand.) I defire you will be my wit* 
ne(s to the world, how carelefs and iiid- 
den a rciible it has been ; that it was but 
yeflerday, when you and I began acci- 
dentally to fall into diicourlc on this mat- 
ter ; that I was not vciy well when we 
parted ; that the poft is in fiich hafte, I 
have had no manner of time to digeft it 
into order, or c<wred the ftyle; and if 
any other modem excuies for hafte and 
negligence (hall occur to you in reading, 
I beg you to infert them, faithfully pro* 
mifing they {hall be thankftilly ackiww- 
ledged. 

Pray, Sir, in your next letter to die 
irojuois virtuofiy do me the favour to pre- 
fent my humble fervice to that illuftrious 
body, and afliire them, I fhall fend an 
account of thofe phanomena^ as foon as 
we can determine them at Grejham. 

I have not had a line from the literati 
of lobinambou thefe three laft ordinaries. 

And now. Sir, having difpatched what 
I had to lay of forms, or of bufinefs, let 
me intreat, you will fuficr me to prcicecd 
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iipoamy fubjed; and to pardon m^ if 
I make no hrther uie of the epiftolaiy 
flylc, till I come to conclude. 

SECT. I. 

IT is recorded of Mabomety that, upon 
a viiit he was gping to pay in Paradife^ 
he had an ofier of ieveral vdiides to con- 
dud him upwards ; as fiery chariots, wing- 
ed horfes, and celeftial fedans: but he 
refilled them all, and would be borne to 
heaven upon nothing but his aft. Now, 
this inclination of Mabomety as ungular as 
it feems, hath been fince taken up by a 
great number of devout Cbriftiam \ and 
doubdefs with very good reafbn. For 
fince that Arabian is known to have bor- 
rowed a moiety of his reHgious fyftem fitim 
the cbrifiian faith, it is but juft he ihould 
pay reprifals to fuch as would challenge 
them, wherein the good people of Eatg- 
land, to do them all right, have not been 
backward. For, though there is not any 
other nation in the world fo plentifiiUy 
provided with carriages for that journey, 
either as to fafe^ or eafe ; yet diere are 

abundance 




abundance of us, who will not be fatisfied 
with any other machine, bdldes this of 
Mahometi 

For my own part, 1 muft donfefs to 
bear a very fingular re{pcd to this animal, 
by whom I take human nature to be moft 
admirably held forth in all its qualities as 
well as operations: and therefore, what-^ 
ever in my fmall reading occurs concerning 
this our fellow-creature, I do never foil 
to fet it down by way of common-place ; 
and when I have occafion to write upon 
human reafon, politics, eloquence, or 
knowledge, I lay my mefnorandums before 
me, and iniert them with a wonderful fa- 
cility of application. However, among 
all the qualifications afcribed to this dif^ 
tinguifhed brute by antient or modern 
authors, I cannot remember this talent of 
bearing his rider to heaven has been re- 
corded for a part of his charader, except 
in the two examples mentioned already^ 
therefore, I conceive the methods of this 
art to be a point of ufeful knowledge in 
very few hands, and which the learned 
world would gladly be better informed 
in : this is what I have tiodertaken to per- 

VoL. L X Ccsrax 
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fonn in the following difcowie. For, to- 
wards tlie operation already mentioned 
many peculiar properties are required both 
in the rider and the afs j which I (hall en- 
deavour to Tet in as clear a light as I can. 

But, becaufe I amrefolved by all means 
to avoid giving offence to any party what- 
ever, I will leave off difcourGng {o dc^y 
to the Utter y as I have hitherto done, and 
gp on for the future by way of allegpiy, 
though in (uch a manner, that the judid- 
ous reader may without much ftraining 
make his applications, as c^en as he fl^ 
think fit. Therefore, ifyoupleafe, from 
hence forward inilead of tlie term, afs^ 
we {hall make ufe oi gifted^ or enHgiftemd 
teacher 'y and the word, rider y we will 
exchange for that of ya/Mi/«c a«tt/f/aryr, or 
any other denomination c^ the like import. 
Having fettled this weighty point, the 
great flibjed of enquiry bdfore us is to 
examine, by what methods this teacher 
arrives at his gifts^ or fpirity or light \ 
and by what intercourfe between him and 
his ailembly it is cultivated and fupported. 

In all my writings I have had conAant 
regard to this great end, not to fiiit and 

apply 
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apply them to particular ticcaiidds and 
drcumftances of time) of place^ or of* 
perfbn ; but to calculate them for imiver-> 
^ nature, and mankind in general. And 
of fuch catholic uTe I efbem this prefeot 
diiquifition; for I do not remember any 
other temper of body, or quality of mind, 
wherein all nations and ages of the world 
have {o unanimoufly agreed, as that c^a 
fanatic flrain^ or tin^kure of mthufiapn^ 
which improved by certain peribns or 
fbcieties of men> and by them pni£ti^ 
upon the reft, has been able to produce 
revolutions of the greateft figure in hifkcy ; 
as will fbon appear to thofe, who know 
any thing of Arabia^ FerftOi Indiay at 
ChUuty of Mcrosco and Ptru, Farther^ 
it has poi&i^ as great a power in the 
kingdcm of knowledge; where it is hard 
to 9i&ffk one art or Icience, which has not 
anneied to it (aiat fanatic branch] fisdi 
are the fJnlofopher t Jione\ f ^bi grand 
ilixir\. the ^lanetarytDorlds \ the fearing 
of the eiftb', tbefummum bMum\ Uto- 
paQ common-v>iabbs \ with fbme odbers of 
fefi or fiibordinate note ; which all ierve 



f Son* «trii(n boU (fena fut Ae fiuae* atbm Q9C» 

X 2 for 
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for nothing elfe, but to employ or amufe 
this grain of enthujiafm dealt into every 
compofition. 

But, if this plant has found a root in 
the fields of empire and of knowledge, it 
has fixed deeper, and fpread yet farther 
upon ifofy ground. Wherein, though it 
hath pafied under the general name of^^- 
thujiafm, and perhaps arifen from the &me 
original, yet hath it produced certain 
branches of a very different nature, how- 
ever often miflaken for each other. The 
word, in its univerial acceptation, may 
be defined, a lifting up of the foul, or its 
faculties f abwe matter. This defcriptioa 
will hold good in general ; but I am only 
to underfland it, as applied to religion \ 
wherein there are three general ways df 
gaculating the foul, or tranfporting it be- 
yond the fphere of matter. The firft is 
the inmiediate a£fc of God, and is called 
prophecy or infpiration. The fecond is the 
immediate a£b of the devil, and is termed 
foffeffton. The tliird is the produd of na- 
tural caufes, the effed of fmmg imagina- 
tion, fpleen, violent anger, fear, grief^ 
pain, and the like. Thele three have been 

abundantly 
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abundantly treated on by authors, and 
thcref(M« (ball not employ my enquiry. 
But, the fourth method of religious en- 
tbujiafm^ or launching out of the foul, as 
it is purely an efied of artifice and mecba- 
Ttic operation, has been fparingly handled, 
or not at all, by any writer; becaufe, 
though it is an art of great antiqui^, yet 
having been confined to few perfbns, it 
long wanted thofe advancements and re- 
finements, which it afterwards met with, 
iince it has grown fb epidemic, and fallen 
into fb many cultivating hands. 

Itis therefcn^upcm xHmmechanicalopera" 
tion of tbefpirity that I mean to treat, as 
it is at prdcnt performed by our britifi 
worhmen* I fhall deliver to the reader me 
refult of many judicious obfervations up<Mi 
the matter; tracing, as near as I can, the 
whole courfe and method of this trade^ 
producing parallel inflances, and rdating 
certain difcoveries that have luckily fallen 
in my way. 

I have faid, that there is one branch of 

religious entbufiaftny which is purely an 

effed of nature ; whereas, the part I mean 

to handle, iswhoUy an effed of art, which 

X 3 however 



however iaincUiied to work upon eertun 
natuies and conftttutioDs mote than otfaers. 
Beiides, (here is many an operadony whkh 
in itB original was purely an attifioe^ but 
through a long iuccdfion of ages hath 
grown to be natural. Hippocrates tells m 
that among our anceftors, the Scytbiam^ 
there was a nation called f Long-beads^ 
which at firil began by a cuflom amons 
midwives and nurfes of mouldii^ and 
Iquce^g) and bracing up the heads of in<* 
(ants ; by which means nature, fhut out at 
one pafiag^, was forced to Ml another^ 
andf &iding room above, ibot upwards 
in the form of a fugar-loaf ; and being 
diverted that way for Ibme g^eradons, at 
Hft found it out of herielf, needii^ no 
afliilance from the nurfe's hand. This 
was the original of die Scythian long^Beadt, 
and thus did cuftom from being a lecond 
nature proceed to be a firft. To all which 
there is Something very analogous among 
us of this nation, who are the undoubted 
pofterity of that refined people. For, in 
the age of our fathers there arofe a genera- 
tion of men in this iiland, called round- 

t Macrocephali. 

ivadsi 




A^RAGM&Nt. 3it 

himds %y whofe rate is iidvr (pitftd over 
three kii^oms, yet, inits b^nmng wai 
merely an operation of art, ^oduoed hf 
a pair of iciflars, a (quccze of fiie hat^ 
and a black cap. Thefe heads, thus femn 
cd into a perfeft fphere'in all aflemUieS| 
were mdl expofed to die vkw of thii 
fisnale fert, which did influenoetheir coin 
ceptions fb effedually, that nature at laft 
todc the lunt, and did it of herj^; fii 
that a round-bead has been ever fince ai 
familiar a fight among us, as a kng-head 
ftmongthe iSIff/jini/rx. 

Upcm thele examj^, and others cai^ 
to jKoduce, I defire the curious itader to 
diftinguifli, firft, between an effed grown 
fit>m art into naturtj and cxie that is na- 
tural from its be^nning: fecondly, be- 
tween an efied wholly natural, and one 
which has orAj a natural foundation, but 
where the fuperfbudure is indrdy arti- 
ficial. For, the firft and the laf^ of thefe 

t The fanatics in the time Pymt cddxated patriot, that 

of Cbarla I. ignoranllf ap- aoppedf enquired who dot 

plying the ten, ** Ye know r tmd b ea d e d man wa^ and 

** th^ it is a fhame for men that fram this incident the di- 

** to have long hair,** cot ftiodian beome geneni, and 

their's vesy fbort. It is &id, the panj were caUed nmd' 

that the queen once feeing bttdt. 

X 4 I under- 
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I xmderftand to come within the diftridt 
of my fubjed. And having obtained theic 
allowances, they will ierve to remove any 
pbje^tions, that may be imfed hereafter 
a^inft what I ihall advance. 

The praditioners of this famous art 
proceed in general upon the fdlowing 
fundamental : that, the cerruptkm of tb^ 
fenfes is the generation of the fpif^ : be* 
cai^e the fenfes in men are fb many ave-* 
)iues to the fort of reafon^ which in this 
operation is wholly blocked up. All en~ 
deavours mufl be therefore ufed either to 
divert, bind up, ftupify, flufter, andamufe 
^fenfesy or elfe to juftle them out of 
their ftadons; and while they are either 
abient, or otherwife employed, or en^g- 
ed in a civil war againft each other, the 
fpirit enters and performs its part. 

Now, the ufual methods of managing 
the fenfes upon fuch conjunctures are what 
I fhall be very particular in delivering, as 
far as it is lawful for me to do ; but having 
had the honour to be initiated into the 
myfteries of every Ibciety, I dcfire to be 
excufed from divulging any rites, where- 
in the profane n^uft have no part, 

But 
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But here, before I can proceed toher, 
a very dangerous objedion muft, if poifi* 
ble, be removed. For, it is podtively de^ 
nied by certain critics, that th&fpirit can 
by any means be introduced into an af> 
fembly of modem iaints; the di^>arity bet- 
ing io great in many material circum- 
ftances between the primitive way of in^ 
ipiration, and that which is pradiied in 
the prefent age. This they pretend to 
prove from the iecond chapter of the A£is<, 
where comparing both it appears ; Fiift, 
that the apofiles iMre gathered together 
with one accord in one place ; by which is 
meant an univerfal agreement in opinion, 
and form of worfhip ; a harmony, lay 
they, (b hi from being found between 
any two conventicles among us, that it is 
in vain to exped it between any two heads 
in the fame. Secondly, the^/r// inftnid- 
ed the apofiles in the gift of fpeaking fe- 
veral languages ; a knowled^ fb remote 
from our dealers in this art, that they 
neither underfUnd propriety of words, or 
phrafes, in their own. Laftly, fay thefe 
objedors, the modem artifls do utterly 
exclude all approaches of the ffirity and 

bar 
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bar up its antient way of entmng^i hj 
cohering themfelvies ib clofe, and & m- 
duftriot^y a-top. For, thejr will needi 
hare it as a point clearly gained, that the 
ekvm tfmgues never £it upon the s^oftlei 
head^ whik their hats were on. 
- Now, the force of thefeobjedioDsieems 
to coniift in the difierent acceptation of 
the word, fpirity which if it be under- 
Aobd for a iiipematural affiftance^ ap- 
proaching from without, the objedon 
have reaibn, and their aflertions may be 
allowed ; but tiatfpirU we treat of here, 
poceeding intirely ht>m within, the ail- 
ment of theie adver&ries is wholly eluded. 
And upon the fame account oiu* modem 
artificers find it an expedient of abfblute 
necefllty to cover their heads as clofe as 
they can, in order to prevent perfpiration, 
than which nothing is obferved to be a 
greater fpender of mechanic light, as we 
may perhaps farther fhew in convenient 
place. 

To proceed therefore upon the pfxens- 
memn di fpiritual mechanifm^ it is here 
to be noted, that in forming, and working 
up thcfpirit the affemWy has a confide- 

rable 
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Mdbleihan^ as wdl as the pnaihet. The 
naiethodofthttitytaw/inisasfelbws: tJicf 
violcsidy ftfttiii tiidr eyie^baUs inwtird, half 
tldiaag ihe bdt ; then, as they Gsi, ibsf 
ist in a perpetual mocicn of^e^^v, inak* 
tiig loii^ hutnms at proper periods^ and 
odiitmumg the (bund at equal heig^ 
chufing their time in thofe mtenxfiffiona^ 
while the preatber is at ebb; Neither if 
this pra^^oe in anj pait of it {o ^ngaki 
and improbable, ai not to be traced k 
diftant lisgiom from reading and ob(crva«* 
tion. Fbi; ittft, the f Jmiguis^ 6r cih 
lightened faints of Iru^ fee all thiiir vi^ 
ilons by he^ of an aapured ftrainin^ and 
ptefiiire of the eyes. Secondly, the art of 
fee^faw on a beam, andiwii^^ fay feffioa 
upon a eord, in order to laile- artificial 
extaiicis, hath been derived to us from our 
X Scythian ^Kxftors, where it is pradiied 
at this day among the women. Laftly^ 
the whole proceeding, as I have here re* 
lated it, is performed by die natives of 
JrelaftdWvtii a confiderable improvement ; 
and it is granted, that this noble nation 

t Bemier, Mem. do Mo- | Quagnini Hift. Saimat. 
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hath of all others admitted fewer corrup- 
tions, and degenerated leaft from the pu- 
rity of the old Tartars. Now, it is ufiial 
for a knot of Irijb men and women to 
abftrad themfelves from matter, bind up 
all their lenfes, grow vifionary and ibin> 
tual, by influence of a fhort pipe <^ to- 
bacco handed round the company ; each 
preierving the fmoke in his mouth, till 
it comes again to his turn to take in £reQi; 
at the &me time, there is a concert ci a 
continued gentle hunmi, repeated and re- 
newed by inflindl, as occauoa requires ; 
and they move their bodies up and down 
to a degree, that (ometimes their heads and 
points lie parallel to the horizon. Mean 
while, you may obferve their ^es turned 
up in the pofture of one, who endea- 
vours to keep himfelf awake ; by which, 
and many other ()'mptoms among them, 
it manifeldly appears, that the reafbnii^ 
Acuities are all fufpended and fuperfeded, 
that imagination hath ufurped the fea^ 
(battering a thoufand deliriums over the 
brain. Returning from this digrefllon, I 
fliall defcribc the methods, by which the 
fpirit approaches. The eyes being diijwfed 

according 
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accordingto art at firft, you can fee nothing; 
but, after a (hort paufe a Imall glimmer- 
ii^ light begins to appear, apd dance be- 
fore you. Then, by frequently movii^ 
your body up and down, you perceive the 
vapours to aTcend very fafl, till you are 
perfedly dofed and fluftered like one, who 
drinks too much in a morning. Mean 
while the preacher is alio at work; he 
begins a loud humm, which pierces you 
quite through ; this is immediately return- 
ed by the audience, and you find your- 
felf prompted to imitate them by a meer 
ipontaneous impulie, without knowing 
what you do. The interftitia are duly 
filled up by the preacher to prevent too 
long a pauie, imder which x)a.tfpirit would 
foon faint and grow languid. 

This is all I am allowed to dilcoveraboui: 
dieprogrefsofthe^r^ with relation to 
that part, which is borne by the ajfemblyy 
but in the methods of the preacher, to 
which I now proceed, I fhall be more 
large and particular. 



SiLCX* 
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S E C T. n, 

YOU will read it very gravely remark^ 
. cd in the books of tha(e illuftriout 
and figlit doquent penmen, the modem 
travcUos; that the fundamental difierenoo 
in point oJFreligbn, between the wild In^ 
di£m and us, lies in tliis: that we wofihip 
Gody and they worfhip the devii. Buty 
thetc are certain critics, who will by no 
means admit of diis diftindion; latfacr 
believiDg, that all natioaswhadbcvcr adore 
the true Gtdy becaufe they icem to inlcnd 
their devotions to fi>me inviilhle power c& 
greatdft gtodnefs znAabiUtyi to help them; 
which perhaps will take in the orig^ileft 
attributes aicribed to the divinity. Otiien 
again inform us, that thofe idolaters adore 
two pruuipUs ; the principle ofgood^ and 
that of euil: which indeed I am apt to 
look upon as the moft uttiver£d nodoo, 
that mankind by the meer light of mtDsr 
ever entertained of things invifiblc How 
this idea hath been managed by the In- 
dians and us, and with what advantage 
to the underilandings of either, may wol 

deierve 
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deferve to be examined. To me the dif- 
fbrence appears Htdemore than this, that 
they are put oftener upon their knees by. 
their ftarsy and we by our defirfs\ Uiat 
the former fet them a prayings and us a 
surfing. What I applaud tl^ for, is 
their oifcretion in limiting their devotions 
and their deities to their feveral difbidai, 
nor ever iliffering the liturgy of the 'mbiti 
God to cro(s or to interfere with that of 
i^^blach Not fo with us, who, pretend- 
ing by the lines and meaflires of our realbn 
to extend the domimon of one invi£Ji>le 
power, and contrad that of the other, have 
discovered a giois ignovance in the natures 
of good and evil, and moft horribly con* 
founded the fixmtiers of both. After men 
have lifted up the throne of their divini^ 
to the ccdum em^aum^ adorned with afl 
fiich qitalitiei and accomplifhments, as 
themfdves feemmoA tovahie and.po^(»9 
after they have funk their principk oievii 
tQtheloiweftcentcr,boundhimwitfachainsj 
kaded him with cur^ fiimifh'd him widi 
viler difpofitbns than any rabe-^beU of the 
town, aocoutred him with tail, and horns, 
»dhueed«n,a>d6u«re7<.: lUagfc 
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aloud to fee thefe reafbners at the fame 
time engaged in wife difpute about certain 
walks and purlieus, whether thej are in 
the veige of God or the devil; ^oufly 
debating whether fuch and fiich influ- 
ences come into mens minds fixnn above 
or below, whether certain pafli<xis and 
afiedioQs are guided by the evil fpirit or 
the good: 

Dumfas atque tufas exiguofine lihidimim 
Difcernunt avidi 

Thus do men efhblifhafellowfhipof C^r^ 
with BeluUy and fuch is the analogy they 
make between cloven tongues and cloven 
feet. Of the like nature is the difquifition 
before us : it hath continued thefe hun- 
dred years an even debate, whether the 
depoitment and the cant of our engl^ 
enthufiafHc preachers were pojfeffiony or 
mfpirationy and a world of argument has 
been drained on either fide, perhaps to 
litde purpofe. For I think, it is in Ufe as 
in tragedy^ where it is held a convidicn 
of great defed, both in order and inventi- 
on, to interpoie the afUflance of preter- 
natural power without an abfolute and hSt 

necef&ty. 
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neceflity. However, it is a fketch of hu-* 
man vani^, for every individual to imagine 
the whole univerfe is interefted in his mean- 
eft concern. If he hath got cleanly over 
a kennel, feme angel unleen defcended on 
purpoie to help him by the hand; if he 
hath knocked his head againft a poft, it 
was the devil, for his fins, let loole from 
hell on purpoie to buftet hinL Who, that 
fees a little paultry mcMtal, droning, and 
dreaming, and drivelling to a multitude, 
can think it agreeable to common good 
fenfe, that eitho* heaven or hell {hould be 
put to the trouble of influence or infpedi* 
on upon what he is about ? therefore, I am 
refblved immediately to weed this error 
out of mankind by making it clear, that 
this myftery of vending ^nritual ^fts is 
nothing but a tradey acquired by as much 
inftru&QD, and maftered by equal prac* 
tice and application, as others are. This 
will beft appear by deferibing and deduc* 
ing the whole procefs of the operation as 
varioufly , as it hath hlAen under my know- 
ledge or experience. 

Vol. I. Y Her€ 
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« • * * « 

Here the ivbole fcbeme ♦ ♦ • • ♦ 

of fpirUual mechanifm * * ♦ ♦ ♦ 

was deckiced and explain- * * * * * 

ed^mth an appearance of * ♦ • ♦ ♦ 

great reading and obfer- ^ * • *. ♦ 

vatum\ but it was thought^ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
neither fafe nor convent- ♦.♦♦*• 

ou to print it, ♦ * ♦ • ♦ 

« « • « « 

Here it may not be ami&to add a few 
words upon the laudable pradice of wear- 
ing quilted caps ; which is not a matter 
of meer cuftom, humour, or faHuoo, as 
fome would pretend, but aii inftitution of 
great £igacity and ufe : thefe, when moiftcn- 
eid withiwKit, fiop all perfpiration; and, 
by reverberating the heat, prevent the ^ 
rit from evaporating any way, but at the 
mouth; even as a ildlfiil hooiewiie, dat 
covea her ftill with a wet clout for the 
fame rcafbn, and finds the fiune c floft. 
For, it is the opinion of choice virtuBfij 
that tlie brain is only a crowd of little ani- 
mals. 
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tnals) but with teeth and claws extrctnel/ 
iharp, and therefore cling together in the 
contexture we behold, like the pidure q£ 
Hoi^eis Uviatban, or like bees in perpen" 
dicular fwarm upon a tree, or like acarri(»| 
corrupted into vermin, (till preferving the 
ihape and figure of the mother animal : 
that all invention is formed by the m<»'fuit 
of two or more of thele animals upon ccr> 
tain capilhuy nerves, which proceed fr<Mli 
thence, whereof three branches Ipread intd 
the tongue, and two into the r^ht hand. 
They hold alio, that thefe animals are of 
a confUtution extremely cold ; that their 
food is the air we attiad, their excrement 
phlegm; and that what we vulgarly call 
rheums, and colds, and diftillations, is 
nothing elfe but an epidemical looienels, 
to which that Httle common-wealth is 
very fubjed, from the climate it lies under. 
Farther, that nothing leis than a noleat 
Jieat can di&ntangle theie creatures from 
their hamated flatioaof life, or give them 
vigour and humour to imprint the marks 
oftheir little teeth. That, if the mprfure 
be hexagonal, it produces, poetry ; the 
cucubr giva eloquence: if the jbite hath 

Y a been 
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been conicAl, the perfon, whofe nenre is 
{o afFeded) fhall be difpoied to write up- 
on politics ; and fb of the reft. 

I (hall now difcourfe briefly, hj what 
kind of practices the voice is beft governed 
towards thecompofidon and improvement 
ofthe/pirit ; for without a competent ikill 
in tuning and toning each word, and fyl- 
lable, and letter, to their due cadence, 
the whole operation is incompleat, na&a 
indrely of its effeS: on the hearers, and 
puts the workman himfelf to continual 
pains for new fupplies without fliccefs. 
For, it is to be underftood, that in the 
lianguage of the fpiritr^/i^and droning liip- 
ply the place of fenfe and reafon in the 
language c^ men: becauie, in ipiritual 
harangues the diipodtion of the words ac- 
cording to the art of granunar hath not 
the leaft uie, but the fldll and influence 
wholly lie in the choice and cadence of the 
fyllables ; even as a di(creet ctmpofer^ who 
in letting a fixig changes the words and 
order fb often, that he is ferced to make it 
mnfmfe^ before he can make it x^/;^. For 
this reafon it hath been held by fomc, that 
the ait of canting is ever in gceateft pei^- 

tion^ 
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tionyVrhcn inansigsd by Ignorawe', which 
is thought to be enigmatically meant by 
Plutarcby when he teUs us, that the beft 
mufical inftruments were made from the 
bones of an afs. And the profounder cri- 
tics upon that paflage are of opinion, the 
word, in its genuine figniiication, means 
no other than ^jmv-ione; though fbme 
rather think it to have been the osfacrum\ 
but in io nice a cafe I (hall not take upon 
me to decide ; the curious are at liberty to 
fkk from it whatever they pleafe. 

The firft ingredient towards the art of 
canting is a competent ihare of irrmard 
light', that is to lay, a large memory, 
plentifuily fraught with theological poly- 
^llables, and myfterious texts from holy 
writ, applied and di^fred by thoie me- 
thods and mechanical operations already 
related; the bearers of this light rdlem- 
bling lanterns, compad of leaves from old 
Geneva bibles; which invention Sir Hum- 
phrey Edwin, during his mayoralty, of 
happy memory, highly approved and ad- 
vanced ; affirming the fcripture to be now 
fulfrlled, where it fays, tfy word is a lan- 
tern to fnyfeety and a light to my paths. 
Y 3 Now^ 
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Mow, the art of canting confifts in (kill' 
(iiilf adapting the voice to whatever words 
the ipirit delivers, that each may ftrike the 
ears of the audience with its moft (igniiicant 
cadence. The force or energy of this clo- 
quenee is not to be found, as among an- 
ticnt orators, in the diipofition of words 
to a fentence, or the turning of long peri- 
ods ; but agreeable to the modem rdine- 
ments in mufic, is taken up wholly in 
dwelling, and dilating upon fyllables and 
letters. Thus it is frequent for a fingle 
vowel to drawfighs from a multitude ^ and 
for a whole aflembly of faints to fob to 
the mufic of one (blitary liquid. But thefc 
are trifles; when even founds inarticulate 
are obferved to produce as forcible effefts. 
A mafter workman fhall S/ow bis noje fo 
ftmerfullyy as to pierce the hearts of his 
{ieopfe, who are difpofed to receive die 
excrements of his brain with the fame re- 
verence as the ^« of it. Hawking, frit- 
ting, and belching, the defcfts of ouier 
mens rhetoric, are the flowers, and figures, 
and ornaments of his. For, thtfpirit be- 
ing the iame in all, it is of no import 
through what vehicle it is conveyed. 

It 



A FRAGMENT. 327 

It is a point of too much difficulty to 
<3raw the principJes of this famous ait with" 
in the compafs of certain adequate ruks. 
However, perhaps I may one day oblige 
the world with my critical eflay upon the 
art oicdnting^philofophically^pbyficdUy^ and 
mufically conjidered. 

But, among all improvements of the 
fpirit, wherein the voice, hath borne a 
part, there is none to be compared witk 
diat <£ coxveyij^ the found through the 
nofey which under die - denomination of 
* fnufiing hath pafled with (o great ap^ 
plaule in the world. The originals of this 
indttuthon are very dark ; but having been 
initiated into the myftery of it, and leave 
being given me to publifh it to the world, 
I ihall deliver as diredl a relation as I can. 

This art, like many other famous in- 
vcntions, owed its birth, or at leaft, im- 
provement and perfe<9ion, to an efied c^ 
chance; but was eftabHOied upon iblid 
rcafbns, and hath flourifhed in this ifland 
ever fince with great lullre. All agree, 



* The fnuffling of men, given rife to that tone, wliick 
who have lou their nofes by our diflientcrs did too much 
lewd courfeS] is laid to have affccSt W. Wattm. 
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that it firft appeared upon the decay and 
difcouragement of hag-fipesy which hav- 
ing long (ufFered under the mortal hatred 
ofthe brethren^ tottered for a time, and 
at laft fell with monarcly. The ftory is 
thus related. 

As yet fnuffling was not ; when the 
following adventure happened to a Ban^ 
bury faint. Upon a certain day, while 
he was far engaged among the tabernacles 
of the wicked, he felt the outward man 
put into odd commotions, and ftrangely 
pricked forward by the inward ; an effed 
very ufual among the modem infpired. 
For, fome think, that the fpirit is apt to 
feed onth^^ejb, like hungry wines upon 
raw beef. Otners rather believe, there is a 
perpetual game at kap frog between both ; 
aiid fometimes the fejb is iippermoft, and 
fometimcs the fpirit ; adding, that the 
former, while it is in the ftatc of a rider, 
wears Iiuge Rippon fpiirs, and, when it 
comes to the turn of being bearer, is won- 
derfully head-ftrong and hard-mouthed. 
However it came about, the faint felt his 
Vejfel full extended in every pait (a very 
riTitural efFe<5t of ftrong infpiration-^ and 

the 
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the place and time falling out {o unlucMy^ 
that he could not have the convenience of 
evacuating upwards, by repetition, prayer^ 
or ledure ; he was forcxd to open an in* 
feriorvent. Infhort, hewreftiedwiththe 
flefh folong, that he at length fiibdued 
it, coming off with honourable wounds, 
all Sefore, The fui^eon had now cured 
the parts primarily afieded ; but the di^ 
eafe, driven from its poft, flew up into 
his head ; and, as a fkilful general, va- 
liantly attacked in his trenches, and l>eaten 
from the field, by flying marches with- 
draws to the capital city, breaking down 
the brieves to prevent purfuit; (b the SiC- 
eaie, repelled from its firft flation, fled 
before the rod of Hermes to die upperregioa 
there fortifying itfelf ; but, finding the foe 
making attacks at the »o/ey broke down 
the bridge^ and retired to the head-quar- 
ters. Now, the naturalifts obferve, that 
there is in human nofes an idiojyncracy, by 
virtue of whicb> the more the paflage 
is obftruftcd, the more our fpeech delights 
to go through, as the mufic of a flagellet 
is made by the flops. By this method, the 
twang of the nofe becomes perfedlly to re- 

fcmblft 
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{ftn^^fnuffle of a bag-pipe, and it 
Ibuod to be equally attmdive (xhriiijb ears; 
Ifiiereofthe iaint had iudden experience 
\yf pradifing bis new faculty with wonder- 
ful iucoeis in the operation of the Jpirit: 
fix in a ihort time no dodrine pafiied for 
^bund andorthodox^ unlefs it were deliver- 
ed through the noiie. Straight, every paftor 
copyedad^er this original; andtho{e,who 
coidd not otherwife arrive to a perfedion, 

Sited by a noble zeal, made uie c^ the 
e ei^periment to acquire it, £o that, 
I tfatnk^ it may be truly affirmed, the 
faifttj owe their empire to the frufimg of 
one ammaly as Darius did his to the luigb- 
htgdi another ; and both ftratagems were 
performed hy the fame art ; for we read, 
how the -f Perfian beafi acquired his Acui- 
ty by covering a mare the day before. 

I fhould now have done, if I were not 
convinced, that whatever I have yet ad- 
vanced upon this fubjed, is liable to great 
exception. For, allowing all I have iaid 
to be true, it may fHll be juflly objofted, 
that there is, in the common-wealth of 
artificial tathufiafm^ fome real foundation 

t Hcrodot. 

for 
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for art to work upon in the temper and 
complexion of iiMividuals, whidi other 
mormls (eem to want. Obienre but die 
gefture, the motion, and the countenance;, 
of fbme choice profeilbrs, though in their 
moft£iniUiar al^ons, you will find diem 
of a ^ffcitnt race fnm. the rdh of humaa 
creatures. Remark your commoneft pie- 
tendCT tc> i light' mthm^ how dark, and 
dirty, ^ and' glodttiy he is vritbota: as laa> 
terns, whkh the more light they bear in 
their bodies, cad out (o much die nnofe 
foot, and fmoke, and fuliginous matter to 
adhere to the fides. Liften but to their 
(M-dinaiy talk, and loc^cxi die mouth that 
delivers it; you will imagine you are 
hearing fome andent oracle, and your im« 
derfbinding will be^^^/a/j^informed. Upon 
thefe, and the lyce reafbns, certain ob- 
jedors pretoid to put it beyond all doub^ 
that there muft be a fort of pretematuial 
fpirit^ poffefling the heads di the modem 
£uhts ; and fome will have it to be the beat 
of zeal working upon the dregs of ^no- 
ranee, as c^ct Jfirits are produced mm. 
^ by die forceof fire. Some again think, 
that wheti €KK earthly tabernacles are 

difocdored 
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difbrdered and ddblate, (haken and out 
of repair, the fpirit delights to dwell 
within them; as houfes are fiiid to be 
haunted, when they are fedaken and 
gone to decay. 

To let this matter in as fair a l%ht as 
pofllble, I fhall here very briefly deduce 
the hiftory oifaruuiciftn from the mofl 
early ages to the prefent. And if we are 
able to fix upon any one material or funda> 
mental point, wherein the chief |»ofeffi)rs 
have univerTally agreed, I think we may 
reafbnably lay hold on that, and aflign it 
for the great feed or principle cSxktffirit. 

The mofl early traces we meet with <^ 
fanatics in antient flory are amoig tiie 
^gyptiansy who inftituted thofe rites, 
known in Greece by the names of Orgia^ 
PanegyreSj and Dionyjia, whether intro- 
duced there by Orpheus or Melampusy we 
fhall not difpute at prefent, nor in all 
likelihood at any time for the future. * 
Thefe feafls were celebrated to the htxiour 
oiOJiriSy whom the Graecians called Dio- 
nyfiuSy and is the fame with Bacchus-. 
which has betrayed fbme fuperficial readers 

• Oiod. Sic L. I. Plut. de Ifide & Ofiri4e, 

to 




A FRAGMENT. 333 

to ima^ne, that the whole bufine^ was 
nothing more than a fet (^roaring) fcour- 
ingcompanicms, over--charged with wine; 
but this is a (candalous miftake, foifted 
on the world by a fbrt of modem author^ 
who have too Uta^al an underilanding ; 
and, becauie antiquity is to be traced bach-^ 
vardsi do there^ie, Hke Jeivsy be^ 
their tx>oks at the wrong end, as if learning 
were a fort t^ conjuring, Thefe are the 
men, who pr^end to underfbnd a book 
by (coudng through the index'^ as if a 
traveller ihould go about to defcribe a 
palaccy when he had (een nothing but the 
prky\ or like certain fortune-^ers in 
mrtbem America^ who have a way of 
reading a man*s dcftiny by peeping into . 
his breech. For, at the time of inftituting 
thefe myfferies, f there was not one vine 
in all JEgypt^ the natives drinking no- 
thmgbut^; which Uquor feems to have 
been hi more antient than win^ and 
has the honour of owing its inventicMi and 
propels not only tothe :}: Egyptian OJirisy 
but to the Gracian Bacchus, vidio, in 
their famous expedition, carried the receipt 

t Hood. I»2. { Diod. Sic L. t. & > 

of 
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of it along with tfaem^ and gave k to the 
nations they vifited or fubdued. Befidgs, 
Bacchus himielf was very fHdom, or never 
drunk : fix*, it is recorded of him, that 
he was the firft R inventor of the nuirei 
which he wore continually on his head 
(as the whole company of kacchanals did) 
to pvevent vapoun and the beadr-acb after 
iiard drinking. And for this iea(bD» Qty 
Ibme, Has fear let wbor$^ when (he makes 
the kings of the earth drunk with her cup 
of abomination, is always iober heriel^ 
though (he never balks tiie glafs , in her 
torn, bctngy it feems, kept upon her legs 
by die virtue of her triple mtrt. Now, 
thefe feafts were inilituted in imitation of 
the ^unousezpedidon Ofirit made through 
the world, and of the company that atten- 
ded him, whereof the haccbanaUan cere- 
monies were fo many types and fymboU. 
* From which account it is manifeft, diat 
the fanatic rites of tbefe baccbanalst can- 
not be imputed to intoxications by wine^ 
but muft needs have had a deeper founda- 
tion. What this was, we may gather large 

I u. L. 4* 

• See the partkulm in Ditd, SU, L. i. & 3. 
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hints from certain circumftanccs in the 
courfe of their myfteries. For^ in the fiift 
place, there was in their pFocdIioos an ia*i 
tire mixture and confufion of fexes ; they 
afFedted to ramble aliout hilu and defctts : 
their garlands were oSpiy and vhuy rmhtCTm 
of cleaving and clinging ; or of^r, the par« 
rent of turpentine. It is added, that l^er^ 
imitated fatyrs, vnre attended by goatt^ 
and rode upon affia, all ccmipanions of great 
(kill and pradice in affairs of gallantry. 
They bwe for their enfigns certain curious 
figures, perched i^xsi Icmg poles, made 
into the ihape and iize of the virga gefd» 
talisy with its afpurtenancesy which were 
{o many fhadows and emblems o( the 
whole myftery, as well as trophies fetiqi 
by the female conquerors. I^idUy, in a 
certain town of y4ttica the whole (blemni- 
ty, f ftripped of all its types, was pef« 
formed in puris nattiralibus, the Totariei 
not flying m covies, but fbrted into cou- 
ples. Thefamemaybe£uthercaajeAinc4 
from the death of Orphem^ one of the 
in(litut<H^ of thefe myfteries, who was torn 
in pieces by women, becaufe he refuied to 

t DMi^]rfia.finBii«iua. 
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%c<mmunicate bis orgies to them; which 
others explained, by telling us, he had 
€aft rated himfelf upon grief for the lofi of 
his wife* 

Omitting many others of lefs note, the 
next fanatics we meet with of any emi- 
nence, were the numerous fed oi Heretics 
appearing in the five firfl centuries of the 
cbriftian ara, kom. Simon Magus and his 
followers to thofe oiEutycbes, I have cd- 
kded their fyflems from infinite reading, 
and, comparing them with thofe of their 
fucceflxM^ in the feveral ages fince, I £nd 
there are certain bounds iet even to the 
irregularity of human thought, and thofe 
a great deal narrower than is commonly 
apprehended. For, as they all frequently 
interfere, even in their wildefl raving ; (o 
there is one fundamental point, wherein 
they are fure to meet, as lines in a center, 
and that is the community ofwotnm. Great 
were their fblicitudes in this matter, and 
they never failed of certain articles in their 
Schemes of worfhip on purpofe to eflablifh 
it. 

X Vid. Phodum in exctfptu c Cooone. 

The 
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The laft fanatics o£ note were tboie^ 
wliich ftarted up in Gerpiany a little after 
)ia& reformation oi Luther 'y i^ringing, as 
mujbrooms do at the end of a barvefi : ^ch 
were John of Leyden, Dofvid George^ 
Adam Neufler^ and many others, whoie 
yifions and revelations always terminated 
in leading about half a dozen fiflers apiece^ 
and making that practice a fundamental 
part of their fyilem. For, human life is 
a continual navigation, and, if weexped 
our vejfels to pafs with&fety through the 
waves and tempefts of this fluduating 
world, it is necellary to make a good pro- 
vifion of xiitflejb, as fea-men lay in uore 
oEheefioT a long voyage. 

Now, from 3iis brief furvey of fome 
principal (eds among the fanatics in all 
ages (having omitted the mahometans and 
others, who might alio help to confirm- 
the argument I am about] to which I might 
add feveral among ourfelves, fuch as the 
family of love y fweet fingers of Ifraely and 
the Hke : and from reneding upon that 
fundamental point in their dodrines about 
women^ wherein th^ have fb unanimouil/ 
agreed ; I am apt to imagine, that the feed 
or principle, whicl^ has ever put men up- 

VoL. I. Z ' on 
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on vifiom in dungjs htcifbUt is of a cqf< 
pored nature: for, theiHofounderdiynufls 
infonn us, diat the mon^^ ffnrits may 
be eztraded from huma^ Jlejk. Bcfidcs, 
the (pinal marrow, being nouiing cUe but 
a continuation of the brain, muft needs 
create aver)' free commimicaticm between 
the fupcrior faculties and tho(e below: 
and thus the tborn in thejlejb (ervcs fcx- a 
fpur to the Jpirit, I think, it is agreed 
among phyficians, that nodiing aficds 
the head fo much, as a tentig^ious hu- 
mour, repelled and elated to the u[^ier rcr 
gion, found by daily pradice to run fre- 
quently up intomadnefs. A very eminent 
member of rhe faculty afTured me, that, 
when the fuaicrsfiifi appeared, heieldom 
was without fome female patients among 

them forthe^ror perfons of a nfiona- 

ry devotion, either men or women, are 
in their complexion of all others the mofl 
amorous: for, zeai, is frequently kindled 
from the fame ipark u4th other fires, and, 
from inflaming brotherly love, ^vill pro- 
peed to raile that of a gallant. If we in- 
fpeft into the ufual procefs of modem 
courtfliip, we (hall ifind it to confifl in a 
devout turn of die ej'cj, called og///tg ; 

an 
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an artificial form of canting and wliining 
by rote every interval, for want of other 
matter, made up with a fhrug, or a 
humm ; a figh or a groan ; the ftile com- 
pad of infignificant words, incoherences, 
and repetition. Thefe I take to be tii? 
moft accompliflied rules of addrefs to a 
miftrefs ; and where are theie performed 
with more dexterity, than by iiie faints f 
Nay, to bring this argument yet clofer, 
I have been informed by certain (anguine 
brethren of the firft clafs, that in the 
height and orgafmus of their fpiritual ex- 
ercife, it has been frequent with them 
******; immediately after which 
they found the fpirit to relax and flag of 
a fudden with the nerves, and they were 
forced to haften to a conclufion. This may 
be farther ftrengthened by obferving, wim 
wpnder, how unaccountably all females 
are attradcd by vifionary or enthufiafHc 
preachers, though never fo contemptible 
m thw oufwarii mren ', which is ufijally 
fuppofcd to be done upon confiderations 
purely fpirityal, without any carnal re- 
gards at all. But, I have reaibn to think, 
the Jex hath certain chara^leriftics, . by 
which they form ^ truer judgn^ent ofhuman 
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abilities and jperforminss, than we ouT' 
lelves can powbly do of each other. Let 
that be as it will, thus much is certain, 
that, however {piritual intrigues begin, 
they genexally conclude like all others; 
diey may branch upwards towards heaven, 
jbut the root is in the earth. Too inten/e 
a contemplation is not the bufinefs of flefb 
and blooa; it muft by the neceflary courfe 
of things in a little time let go its hold, 
and fall into matter. Lovers for the fake 
of celefHal converfe are but another fort 
oiphuonks^ who pretend to fee ftars and 
heaven in ladies ^es, and to look or 
think no lower ; but the fame pit is provid- 
ed for both : and they feem a perfed moral 
to the flory of that philofopher, who, 
while his thoughts and eyes were fixed up- 
on the conftellatiomy found himfelf fe- 
duced by his knoer parts into a ditch, 

I had fbmewhat more to &y upon this 
part of the fiibjed ; but the pofl is jufl 
going, which forces me in great hafte to 
conclude. 

Pray burn tb-i SIR 
Letter asjoon ' 

as it comei to 
^w Hands. Yours^ &c 

FINIS. 



